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Holiness , Casualness in Worship  sasor weikau

Most Americans churches opt for (contemporary) w orship with a lack of
ritual and vestments, formal ceremony out of a desire : as a means of
outreach; to appeal t o unb efor evermere s ;
comfort, more entertainment. Lack of formality in our culture is common place
except for special events in the military, courtrooms, and [some] weddings.
Have you ever been amazed at pictures how people use to dress to go to
sporting events and air travel? In Scripture when people have worship to fit
their tastes and preferences, it never works out well! (like Caind effering,
Golden Calf, Nabald scense). But the real issue with a casual approach to
worship is a lack of understanding of holiness.

fHolydo doesnd mean whatmanypeopl e think it mean.
goodness. Of cour se, God is holy, mo
worfdod y(,, olYE£MD be set apart, 0to be separated. For something
to be holy, it is set apart from the ordinary, common-i t 6s not or d
common anymore!; now only used for sacred purposes. For a person to be
holy is to be set apart from the fallen world by means of Godds d¢
come from His Word, from His works with that Word, being called out of this
world by the Holy Spirit. In fact, the church of the called-out ones (the set-
apart ones) is really whlat mehaen swo rkto
belongs to God, for His will to be done - Holy Church, Holy Absolution, Holy
Marri age, Holy Bapti sm, Holy Ministr

In Exodus and Leviticus (also seen in Hebrews, Revelation), God Himself
shares His (nat our) preferences for worship : things like statues of angels,
carvings, fine woven fabric, beautifully carved wood overlaid in precious
metals, jewels, linen, and priestly vestments, incense, and bells; nothing
casual aboutwhere, when God 6 s Hi swa®Pfouacks Ehereigformal
beauty, an overwhelming appeal upon the sensesthatone can onl \
awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God, and this is
t he gat e oden28:&a7awhiemisoon ¢raved letters on the wall behind
the Altar.) His Word brings people to stand in holy awe, sacred time.
Whenever anyone has a physical encounter with God, the reaction is not
casualness.Similarly, the temple, especially the Holy of Holies, is nothing like
the ordinary spaces in which people live and work. The priest is not dressed
the same when he is ministering in the temple as when he is in the common
world carrying out the ordinary life.

Continued next page


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Gen+28%3A17&version=ESV
https://www.bible-history.com/tabernacle/TAB4The_Priestly_Garments.htm
https://www.bible-history.com/tabernacle/TAB4The_Priestly_Garments.htm

As Lutherans, we confess the Real Presence, the actual

physical manifestation of our Lord Jesus Christ in His flesh S u n d a
according to His Word and promise. In every celebration of

the Lorddos Supper, a miracle SChOO
actual proximity with Al mi ghty God. We wo
Him -not just intellectually, but bodily, as the Greek indicates.

There is a physicality involved in Christian worship, .
embedded i n the wo ofdnstifuios. bikei n Sunday SChO_OI gamenight/
the high priests of old, we baptized priests (Christians) have Parent_datenlght: o
the privilege to be in the very Presence of God. Also, Jesus A great time for a Valentine6 date!
tells His disciples, fihe who hears you, February 15
as His authority to forgive sins in His stead from Matthew 5:30 | 8 pm
chapters 16 and 18, John chapter 21, we confess His words, ) _

His authority, and His actual Presence is here in the Divine No cost; snacks provided; all ages
Service, seen and heard. ‘

Not all Christian confessions believe this. Calvinists
(Presbyterians, Reformed Christians) believe in a spiritual 1
presence, and the descendants of the radical Reformation o
(Baptists, Methodist, Pentecostals, non-denominational { H
Christians) believe in no actual presence at all, only symbolic m“ 4 n
or emotional thoughts. If one believes Christ is absent, this 2 '
greatly reduces any sense or even need of holiness. This leads
to a general casualness among our Protestant brethren that
one ought not find among those of us who confess that Christ
is physically present (as we do and you see this also among
Roman Catholics and Eastern Orthodox).

Our Lutheran heritage is not only liturgical, but typified by
centuries of liturgical practice in the holiness and Presence
described in Scripture. Our Lutheran Confessions also point
this out that ceremonies teach and are to be maintained in our
churches, in reverence. For if we believe that, like Moses,
Isaiah, we stand in the very physical Presence of God, there is
a holiness about that proximity that would make casualness
unthinkable! And even when Jesus unveiled His divine YO Uth G rO U p
Presence for Peter, James, and John, therg was no pretense February 10 , 6:00 -8:00 pm
of casualness even though Jesus was their dear friend and
teacher. -1 \_/veek Iate_r due to Souper Bowl

Holiness is being set apart. There should be great alarm for Invite any friends.
any who might @urnothe Divine Service into something
ordinary, casual, common, irreverent, giving into frivolity. We
live in a casual society, our dress, the attitude, the language,
our workplaces, our outings. Yet, the Divine Service is like
going to a wedding feast!

Kim Dunn, Board of Education

Thank you for all who helped, serve,
donated for the Advent meals!

All high school youth,
see you at 9:15 Sunday!

His Bride has made herself ready by clothing herself in

the holiness , given to her by her Bridegroom! Let the Dare
Bride ever adorn herself for her Lord! Rev. 19

Ascribe to the LORD the glory due his name; worship : : to be
the LORD in the splendor of holiness. Psalm 29 hlgherthlngs.org Lutheran
Therefore let us be grateful for receivin g a kingdom

that cannot be shaken, and thus let us offer to God
acceptable worship, with reverence and awe . Heb. 12


https://www.biblestudytools.com/lexicons/greek/nas/proskuneo.html
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=matt+17%3A1-8&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=matt+17%3A1-8&version=ESV

Ameri caBs FIrst vaobotht he

| f youdre not tired of Lutheran anniversaries
Lutherans. It will be the 400th anniversary of the first Lutheran pastor to set foot in the Americas. In
1619, King Christian 1V of Denmark sent Captain Jens Munk and 64 men to try to discover the
Northwest Passage. Among them was their chaplain, Pastor Rasmus Jensen. Nothing is known of him
besi des what was recorded in the voyageds | ogs
near where is now the town of Churchill, Manitoba in September 1620. Moving into winter, the ice
trapped them and most died from scurvy, famine, and brutal cold. Pastor Jensen continued to serve
the men. It was recorded that he preached a Christmas sermonand ser ved the Lor
sickness also hit Pastor Jensen. Captain Munk
his berth and gave the people a sermon, which sermon was the last he delivered in this world.... On
the 20th of February, in the evening, died the priest, Mr Rasmus Jensen as aforesaid, who had been
il and kept his bed a long time." Only the captain and two other sailors survived the winter and
made it back to Denmark.

Pastor Jensen made no lasting impression in the New World. He did not start a town, church, or
mission society. He did not discover anything new. All that is known about him was that he served
the 64 men on his ship faithfully until he was physically unable to do so. He is only mentioned
because later historians found he happened to be the first Lutheran pastor in America. Like many
pastors before and after, he worked in obscurity, serving those whom God had called him to deliver
Word and Sacrament.

Everyone has duties given by Godi parent or child, pastor or parishioner, magistrate or citizen.

God has not promised that we will be the first, most notable, or most successful in what we do. We
may seem to totally fail in the worl ddés eyes,
aboutwhat we do, not only in church, but the oth
not be anxious, saying, 'What shall we eat?' or 'What shall we drink?' or ‘What shall we wear?' For

the Gentiles seek after all these things, and your heavenly Father knows that you need them all. But
seek first the kingdom of God and his righteou
(Matthew 6:31-33).

As the pastor does his duty bringing the works of Christ to you for the forgiveness of sins, also do
your duty as you have been placed in your life. The ten commandments are our guide on how to live.
When you are in the day to day grind without any excitement or recognition, remember that because of
Christ you are a new creation (2 Cor, 5:17) and you have beenf r eel y saved by Ch
cross to do these good works already prepared for you (Eph. 2:10). Pastor Jensen would surely agree
that to be recognized by men 399 : : ; g
years after your death doesnd matter. = - . _
Rat her f Byoawherpeopla!] “m ©on-~ = —— &b £ — - =
hate you and when they exclude you ks B L S Y
and revile you and spurn your hame
as evil, on account of the Son of Man!
Rejoice in that day, and leap for joy,
for behold, your reward is great in
heaven; for so their fathers did to the ks
prophetso -3Luke 6 f&
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No picture even exist of Pastor Jensen
A map of the settlement drawn
by Capt. Munk.




Risen Savior
Academy

veritas aeterna

We had 4 new students join us at
the Semester break. It has been
a great inaugural year.

Thanks to our Instructors:
Katie Norton
Deb Glaum
Amy Maurer
' Debbie Swe aringen
Sarah Bohndorf
Erick Bohndorf
Vicar Antonetti
Ben Stinson

If you have questions, please see
Pastor, Susan Muntzel, or Amy
Maurer.

Life March in Washington DC

Two of our members were with 500 LCMS people and over
200,000 others. Katlyn Selbe was also interviewed and
their pictures put up on the LCMS Facebook page.

Picture here with Synod Presdent Harrison.
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Souper Bowl Party Feb. 3

Our highly-coveted traveling Souper Bowl trophy will be up
for grabs. The trophy has engraved plates of the immortal
past winners. Make your best soup in a crockpot and bring it
for the contest. We usually have about 20 entries.
Beginning at 4:30 pm . Have soup here by 5 pm.

Super Bowl Kickoff is 5:30 pm.

Bring any food, beverages if you wish, but several items and
snacks will be provided. The game will be on a couple of our
TVs or come and watch the commercials, eat, and visit.

Qutreachn
Blood Drive February 25 3-6:30 pm

To address a great need in the community, we are in our 7 " year of hosting Blood drives. Our
site is one their most productive as many members and people from the community come
here. Thank you for those who regularly give and please consider being a donor.

+ Wt@:ic)r@e ZE{!LEGI‘ .~ Jan. 15, 1927 ¥ Jan. 15, 2019

Marjorie Ziegler was born January 15, 1927 to Nels and Mildred Nubson
on a farm near Glenfield, ND. She was baptized February 1, 1927 at
Norwegian Lutheran Church, Sutton, ND. The family moved to Carrington,
ND after losing their farm during the Great Depression. On April 6, 1941,
she was confirmed at Trinity Lutheran, Carrington.

Marj graduated from Carrington High School in 1945. After working many
jobs to pay for her education, she received her library science and teaching
degrees from Valley City State Teachers College in 1948, and fulfilled her
dream of becoming a teacher. She and her roommate, Ruth Hoerauf,
mai l ed cookies in a care package tlo a couple o
serving in the Korean War. This led to Marj meeting Victor Ziegler.

Marj was joined in Holy Matrimony to Victor Ziegler on June 17, 1956 in Fargo, ND. and blessed with
57 years together before Vic died in 2013. The Lord blessed their union with a gift of children, Andrew
and Victoria. They lived in: Bismarck, ND, Blythe, CA, Lincoln and Omaha, NE, and Shawnee and
Basehor, KS. They made good friends and influenced many people wherever their travels took them;
Marjorie as a teacher, Victor as an engineer. They were excellent role models to their family and
friends and always volunteered at their church and various community organizations. She loved to tell
stories, most often over a weak cup of coffee at the kitchen table. Her most popular stories included
tales of teaching in one-room school houses in rural Montana and North Dakota, experiencing blizzards,
remodeling rental properties, and raising cattle, horses, chickens, cats, pugs, and their last dog, Rattle,
an Australian cattle dog. She truly had a green thumb and loved gardening, and especially collecting
and growing many varieties of beautiful irises. She was a master bridge player and an avid seamstress.
Even as her health declined, she insisted on #fe

She is survived by son Andrew, wife Kim, grandson, Alexander; daughter Victoria, husband Timothy
Lamb, grandsons Brenden and Griffin, and nieces and nephews. She was a lifelong member of the
Lutheran Church, Missouri Synod, lastly at Risen Savior, Basehor.

On January 15, 2019, on her 92" birthday, God blessed Marj with a holy death and took her to
heaven to receive a crown of life. Her body awaits resurrection at Glenwood Cemetery, Basehor.
Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of His saints.
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