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Caring for the most neglected part of your home
Everyone knows how to do
the obvious things around the
home- if the garbage is full,
you take it out. If the milk spills,
you wipe it up. But, of many
areas in the home, there’s a
lack of awareness about what
to do and how to do it.
Something you may not
normally deal with on a daily
basis would be pet food and
water bowls. Most bowls can
be washed in the dishwasher,
make sure to rinse thoroughly

to get rid of soap. Unwashed
food and water containers attract pests and can make your
pet sick.
For your weekly chores,
you may not know that you
need to care for your garbage
disposal, kitchen cabinets (exterior), toilets and bathtub on a
weekly basis.
For your garbage disposal,
you want to put ice cubes of
frozen lemon juice or cubes
of frozen vinegar down the

disposal. The plastic ring and
disposal itself collect old food
and bacteria. Using ice knocks
buildup of the internal blades.
The exterior of your kitchen
cabinets need wiped down
with a cleaning product, especially spots that are exposed
to the mess of cooking weekly. Cabinets often collect dirt,
germs and grease from cooking.
Toilets need to be cleaned
weekly. You can do this by us-
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ing a toilet bowl cleaner and
toilet brush. Use an antibacterial disinfectant on the outside. It’s obvious that toilets
are home
to a lot of
bacteria
but
with
proper
cleaning,
you won’t
come
up
with any problems.
Yo u r
bathtub
is another
item in the home
that should be cleaned
weekly. However, you need
to be careful if you have an
enamel tub, because it can be
damaged by certain chemical
products. Tubs collect bacteria and easily become discolored by dirt, hard water and
human oils.
For monthly cleaning, you
want to clean your vacuum,
pillow & mattress covers, water softener, dishwasher and
children’s toys.
With your vacuum you want
to replace bags, clean filters
and rinse the canister. Regular cleaning increases the effectiveness of your vacuum.
Most pillow and mattress
covers are machine washable

but you want to make sure
to check the labels. Cleaning these is useful for allergy
sufferers - cleaning protects
against dust mites that live in
pillows,
comforters
and mattresses.
Yo u r
water softener needs
c h e c k e d
m o n t h l y.
Check the salt
level and
replenish it
as necessary. If you
fail to keep the salt
filled, the softener won’t work
and you’ll begin to see hard
water marks.
To clean your dishwasher
you need to remove the filter, soak and clean. Also, run
a heavy clean cycle with vinegar, then leave baking powder in the machine over night
before running the machine
again.
Your children’s toys can be
full of germs. Some stuffed
animals may go into the washing machine on delicate. Toys
gather germs quickly and are
primarily handled by children,
who have vulnerable immune
systems.

If you see
any of these
warning
signs ...
...always call 811 before you dig!

Proper mowing practices
for your lawn this year
The common practice of
mowing a lawn short, under the assumption it will require less frequent cutting,
is responsible for much lawn
deterioration. Mowing when
the lawn is wet will produce
clumps of clippings that will
also lead to lawn deterioration. Mowing when the lawn is
under drought or heat stress
can also injure grass plants.
Proper mowing practices
will produce a crisp, even,
well-groomed
appearance.
Likewise, your mowing practice will greatly influence the
lawn’s density and growing
vigor along with water, fertilizer, and weed control needs.
Very simply, mowing height
and frequency directly affects
the performance and requirements of a lawn.
Proper mowing begins with
choosing the correct height
for your turf grass species.
Cool-season grasses such
as bluegrass, tall fescue, and
perennial rye grass are generally mowed at 2.5 to 4.0 inches high. The repeated mowing of cool season grasses
too low places the turf under
stress causing it to require
more water. The resulting turf
is thin and weak and is highly
susceptible to weed invasion.
Grass maintained at a taller
height produces deeper roots
reaching more available water.
To prevent weed germination, mow frequently at the
tallest recommended mowing height. Weeds germinate
rapidly when turf is scalped
by mowing too short or when
it is not mowed frequently
enough. Both mistakes decrease turf density and cause
an open canopy that favors
weeds. Experts recommend
a range of mowing heights to
meet specific turf activities.
Lower mowing heights require
more frequent mowing. Annual grassy weeds — such as
crabgrass — are especially
a problem on turfs that lack
density as the result of poor

mowing.
Mowing heights: Kentucky
bluegrass lawns – mow 2.5
to 3.5 inches.; Tall fescue
lawns – mow 3.0 to 4.0 inches; Fescue/bluegrass lawns
– 3.0 to 3.5 inches; Bluegrass/
ryegrass lawns – 2.5 to 3.5
inches; Creeping red fescues
– mow 3.0 to 3.5 inches.
Warm-season
grasses,
such as zoysia grass, should
be mowed at 1-1/2 to 2-1/2
inches. In the spring (before
green up), warm-season lawns
should be mowed at a low setting on your mower. This dead
leaf and stem tissue should be
removed from the lawn. Mowing at a low setting in spring
increases the green-up rate,
reduces thatch accumulation and allows for easier and
more uniform mowing during

the growing
season. As
the season
progresses,
mowing
height
should be adjusted upward
so that by September you are
mowing at 2 to 2-1/2 inches.
Warm-season lawns should
be left tall (2 to 2-1/2 inches)
in the fall. Raising your mower
height throughout the growing
season will result in a thick,
vigorous turf.
Set the height of your
mower by placing it on a flat
surface and measuring the
distance from the ground to
the bottom edge of the blade.
Make height adjustments as
needed.
The frequency of mowing will depend on the mowing height and growth rate of
your selected grass species.
The grass should be mowed
when it has grown one-third
taller than the desired height
(this is called the one-third

J. Gladu Construction
Call 217-967-5640

for your rooﬁng, siding
& home improvement needs.
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rule). Cool-season grasses in
the spring and fall may require
some weeks with two mowings
(5 to 6 day interval). The same
holds true for warm-season
grasses throughout the summer months. Mowing more
frequently is not as much extra work as you might think,
because lawns mowed at the
proper height cut more easily
and quickly. Failing to follow
the one-third rule results in the
removal of excessive leaf tissue, stressing the grass at a
time of the year when suscep-

Andy Tutewiler

tibility to diseases runs high.
This results in a thinned turf
canopy with a poor root system.
Raise the mower deck if
mowing has been delayed
due to wet weather. Mowing
heights can be slowly worked
back down, over several mowings, to your desirable height.
Many homeowners believe
grass clippings need to be removed to have a healthy, vig-

Mowing

See
Continued on page 5
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HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING

Reliable, Inexpensive and Fast
Brad Adams

19144 E. 400th Rd. • Paris, IL 61944
217-275-3535 • 217-826-5135
Cell 217-712-0440

Garver Cabinets, Flooring, and Bath
“Where Quality and Customer Service is Our Focus”

G

Garver, Inc.

Visit our beautiful showroom
10234 N. 230th St. • Casey

217-932-2441

or see us online at garverinc.net

Custom Cabinetry ◆ Backsplashes ◆ Cabinet Refacing ◆ Showers Remodel Specialists

4 SEASONS PAINTING

217-251-9692

Travis K. Hibschman

Residential Exterior, Interior Painting
Power Washing
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How to check if you need new tires
Know the three major factors: tread wear, exposure to
heat and tire age – and you’ll
know when to get new tires.
Why worry about tread
wear? It’s all about your safety. With good treads, your car
will drive better on the road.
When tire treads are worn,
your vehicle may be unable to

handle weather conditions like
rain and snow. Worn treads
can also make other parts of
your car wear down faster.
And remember - having insufficient tread is considered illegal in many states, so please
check your tire tread regularly!
Here is a super easy way
to check your tire tread. With

President Lincoln’s head pointed down, insert a penny into
the grooves on your tire tread.
If any part of Lincoln’s head is
hidden by the tire tread, your
tires are fine. Otherwise, your
treads are too shallow and it’s
time to replace your tires.
Regardless of tread wear,
many vehicle manufacturers

Discover the Hidden Value
in Your Home.

generally
recommend
that you replace your tires after
six years. Most tire
manufacturers
recommend
that you replace your
tires
at
10 years.
Check
t h e
manufacturer’s
r e c o m mendations
on your specific
tires.

Exposure to heat and the
sun’s ultraviolet rays may
cause structural changes to
your tires. Actually, any extreme weather conditions —
from cold temperatures,
ice and snow to heat
— can combine with
rocks, potholes and
road conditions to
wear down and
damage
your
tires.
That’s
why you want
to choose the
right tires for
your
climate
and season.
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#1 Pro in Car Cleaning
From remodeling to
bill consolidation let a First Bank
Home Equity Line of Credit help.Ê

$125

interior cleaning
& Heat Extraction

$85

& up*

*Depending on size and condition. Trucks and Vans higher.

& up*

 WasHing  Waxing  Buffing 
Engine Compartment & Carpet Cleaning

Call: 217-251-1967
Call or stop by for an appointment
see Dave Dudley
and again, thanks for your business

610ÊN.ÊMichiganÊÊ●ÊÊMarshall,ÊILÊÊ●ÊÊ217-826-6308Ê
10ÊE.ÊCumberlandÊÊ●ÊÊMartinsville,ÊILÊÊ●ÊÊ217-382-3430Ê

Available to all qualified buyers.

Complete detail
packages

Member FDIC

14376 n. Cline Orchard Rd.
Martinsville, illinois
Just off Highway 40 Between Marshall & Casey
Turn on Cline Orchard Rd., Cross tracks - 1st House on the Right
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How to make the most of your small backyard
Not everyone has a spacious backyard, but that

doesn’t mean you can’t give
your outdoor space its own

Mowing

storage shed. Repurpose old
doors and windows into a cute
mini gardening shed, just big
enough for
all of your
essential
tools.
Do you
want a garden
and
don’t have
the room in
your small
yard? Try
stacking
crates.
Make your
own vertical garden
by stacking crates.
Make sure
to
reinforce them
with wood
p l a n k s

Ron Elliott

Continued from page 3
orous lawn. By following the
steps in the “Don’t Bag It” lawn
care program, you can have a
beautiful lawn without collecting your grass clippings. See
MU Guide 6959 – “Don’t Bag
It Lawn Care.”
A sharp blade is critical
to a quality mowing job. Dull
blades beat and tear the grass
leaving frayed leaf tips which
give a whitish or brown cast to
the lawn. A sharp blade cuts
cleanly and easily, requiring
less fuel. Inspect the blade after each mowing checking for
sharpness and for the presence of nicks.
Another method of checking mower blade sharpness
is to look at the clipping that
may collect on your mower
deck. Inspect the cut edges
for a clean or jagged cut. Have
mower blades sharpened if
edges start to look jagged.
How often you sharpen
blades is dependent on frequency of mowing and amount
a square footage you mow.
Always sharpen blades to the
same angle of the manufactured edge and make sure the
blade is properly balanced to
avoid excessive vibrations in
the mower.

unique flare. Check out some
ideas for amping up a smaller
yard.
If you’ve got an old tree
stump in your backyard, rejoice—they make the most
beautiful planters. Plant a variety of flowers in it to give your
yard a whimsical feel.
Have you ever thought of
blocks on the rocks? Use cinder blocks to create a small
table or bar for your outdoor
space, and use the holes in
the blocks for planting. It’s a
2-in-1 deal!
Make your porch festive
with handing colander planters. Hanging your plants
leaves extra space below;
plus, these colorful colanders
make the most adorable vessels for flowers.
Storage can be a challenge
if you live in town and have a
small yard. Try building a mini

and nail
them tog e t h e r.
You can plant a variety of flowers or even herbs for cooking.

Heating, Air Conditioning
& Refrigeration
Day or Night

217-382-6686

217-232-6686
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When you can’t afford
to play around... Call

Hendrix
Excavating
217-826-8425
217-822-8426

Jason & Melissa Hendrix
Marshall, IL
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5 home repairs you should never do yourself
With the popularity of home
improvement shows designed
to enthrall viewers with stunning renovations, it’s easy
to get swept up in the Do-itYourself (DIY) craze. In the
hopes of saving money and
channeling their inner design
diva, even not-so-handy homeowners may be tempted
to pick up a hammer and give
home repair a go. This may
sound empowering, but there
are several home repairs you
should never do yourself.
1. Electrical Repairs
“Number one on my
list of jobs for homeowners not to do themselves
would be electrical—it’s
just too dangerous,”
says Frank Cohn, owner
of Cohn Construction Ltd.
and host of the Home Improvement Show on Toronto’s
NEWSTALK 1010 radio. “I’ve
seen too many electrical jobs
where people have done it
themselves, or had a brother
or an uncle do the wiring, and
a lot of these people are lucky
they’re alive to tell their tale
because I find all sorts of buried wires or things wired improperly. It’s so dangerous. I

just can’t stress that enough.”
While installing a basic
light fixture may
be
a
suitable task
for an experienced
D I Ye r,
anything
more complicated
is
a
home
repair
y o u

their own basement renos
because—to the untrained
eye—it’s not
a main part
of the home
and
mistakes can be
easier to hide.
But it’s another
on the list of home
repairs
y o u
should

should
never DIY and should be handled by a licensed electrician.
There’s a reason electricians
can be expensive: They spend
many painstaking years training to work with electrical currents that can be deadly when
handled improperly.
2. Major Basement Renos
Frequently DIYers will enthusiastically embrace doing

n e v e r
DIY. Even if it seems simple,
like studding out for basement walls, there are details
for home safety that need to
be added. For example, details that can get overlooked in
basement build-outs are fireblocking and vapor barriers.
Even if you are lucky
enough not to be harmed by
improper basement renos, the

prIcEs
stArtIng
At $7795

Manual lift duMp bed
3500 lb Front wInch
Full wIndshIEld
Front bumpEr
25” tIrEs / 12” whEEls
Abs rooF
hAlF doors
towIng hItch

rIEdlE, Inc.

price to fix repairs can be in
the tens of thousands of dollars because it’s such painstaking and extensive work that
affects the entire structural integrity of the house.
3. Plumbing
Who isn’t guilty of ignoring
a leaky faucet in the hopes
that it will somehow stop on its
own in an effort to avoid an expensive plumbing bill? Snaking a lightly clogged drain or
replacing a worn faucet washer may be doable by some,
but anything more extensive
falls into the category of home
repairs you should never do
yourself. Instead: Be prepared
to dial a plumber.
Unlike electrical repairs,
improper plumbing fixes are
unlikely to put your life in danger, but they can take a serious toll on your pocketbook.
What started off as an annoying leak can quickly escalate
to a flood and can easily add
up to thousands of dollars.
Plumbing work (especially if it
involves your sewage system
or hot water pipes) is a home
repair best left to profession-

als.
4. Structural
Work
should never do yourself, the
homeowner should generally
not touch any sort of major
structural work. Much like major basement repairs, if DIYers
don’t know what they’re doing,
faulty structural renovations
can undermine the integrity of
the entire home. Sometimes
people take out a wall not understanding it’s load bearing,
and the next thing you know,
the house collapses or the
floor upstairs starts to sag.
Removing walls that carry
weight from above is a pro
job. Understanding the safest
ways to support the weight
during the demolition process
and determining how to transfer the load are serious business.
5. Gas Appliances
Similar to electrical repairs, gas appliances can exact a high price when things
go wrong. Home repairs you
should never DIY include fixes
to items like gas furnaces, ovens, water heaters or dryers.

Repairs

See
Continued on page 7
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Diagnosing engine noises
You are driving down a
country road and start hearing
unfamiliar noises coming from
under the hood. You aren’t familiar with car mechanics and
don’t know where to start to
look. Here are some tips on
diagnosing engine noises for

some fixes.
A piston ring noise will
sound like a clicking during
acceleration. The common
causes could be a low ring
tension, broken wings or worn
cylinder walls.
The piston slap is a muffled

hollowed
sound. The
common
causes of this is piston-to-wall
clearance, worn cylinders or
inadequate oil.
A crankshaft knock is a
heavy, yet dull metallic knock
under load. The common
causes could be worn bearings; main, rod or thrust.

The connecting rod noise
is a light knocking or pounding sound. Common causes
can be a misaligned rod, inadequate oil or a worn bearing or
crankpin.
A piston pin noise is a metallic, double knock at idle.
Common can be a worn or
loose piston pin, worn brushing or inadequate oil.

Detonation is a highpitched metallic noise (pinging). Common causes are
improper timing, lean air/fuel
ratio or improper octane.
The valvetrain noise is a
regular clicking sound at halfspeed. Common causes could
be an excessive valve clearance or a defective lifter.

on a budget:
Use peel-and-stick contact paper with stainless steel
finishes on appliances. This
gives you the modern look
you’re going for without the
astronomical price tag. Your
appliance will have a stainless
steel façade at a fraction of
the price of the real deal. No
one will know the difference!
You can also install new
switch plate covers. These are
the covers on light switches
and electrical outlets. A basic
white cover will cost about $1

each at major home improvement retailers, and they’re
easy to install. A new, clean
white cover
will
look
much nicer
than that
old, yellowing cover
you had.
For added
oomph
in
the kitchen,
try
stainless steel
covers. You
can also hunt
for patterned and decorative covers online.
Install new blinds or cur-

tains on the windows for a new
clean and sharp
look in a room.
Two-inch wood
blinds give your
home a nicer
aesthetic
than most
one-inch vinyl blinds.
As a plus,

Repaint your walls and/or
change your wallpaper for a
new visual and overall renovation. You’d be surprised at
what a fresh coat of paint can
do for your home. Try a matte
finish if you had a glossy finish
before. If you have wallpaper,
rip it off and paint instead.
Install crown moulding,
baseboard trim, and doorway
trim. Trim and moldings go a
long way towards making a
home look upgraded, especially crown molding. Depending on your budget, you can go
fancy with wood trim, or give a
room an extra splash of color
by painting over white trim.

Cheap home remodel
and redesign tips
If you’ve been living in the
same home for many years,
or if you bought a fixer-upper,
it’s natural to want to renovate
and upgrade your home.
But upgrades are expensive. A new set of kitchen
cabinets will cost thousands
of dollars. New countertops,
bath vanities, and hardwood
floors will cost several thousand more.
Not willing to shell out five
figures for your home upgrade
costs? Here are some cheap
ways to remodel your home

Repairs

Continued from page 6

we like to admit it or not, there are home repairs best left to professionals—no matter
how many home renovation shows we watch.
So grab your phone instead of a hammer the
next time you’re faced with a large or potentially dangerous renovation.

These repairs should only
ever be handled by qualified
experts. Even when a homeowner takes every precaution
to turn off the gas and carefully manages a repair,
it’s possible
for a leak
to develop
if the appliance is not
reinstalled
perfectly. A
gas leak can
result in severe health
issues,
or
even a possible fire or
explosion in
your home.
That’s why
Let us help you find a vehicle you can afford to love!
any work involving gas
is a home
repair you
should nev217-826-2346 • Marshall, IL • 866-826-FORD
er DIY.
See our inventory online at: DorsettFord.com
Whether

they’re harder to destroy if
you have any kids or pets in
the house.

M-ZT52

$5,599

MOW – N – GO OFFER
525BX BLOWER

BUY THIS GET THESE FREE!

Over 60 Vehicles
Under $15,000!

+

322L TRIMMER

+
0% Financing for
ths
48 Mon
d Credit
on Approve

525P4S POLE SAW

As low as $120/month
(Sales tax not included)

Over $1000 of Husqvarna Equipment FREE!
Many other packages available, for more information visit your local dealer or husqvarna.com

Your Local Husqvarna dealer

Riedle, inc.

Albion • 618/445-3502
Gillard's Hardware Inc.
335 Industrial Dr.
Brookport • 618/564-2080
Hoyer Outdoor Equipment, Inc.
7402 Unionville Road
Bunker Hill • 618/585-4844
All Type Hydraulics-Corp.
530 N. Washington St.
Canton • 309/357-5324
Perkins Seed House
525 E. Linn St.
Carmi • 618/382-2727
Gillard's Hardware Inc.
1678 Falcon Ave.
Centralia • 618/533-4497
Ramsour Farm Supply
25518 St. RT 161
Eureka • 309/467-4530

Havana • 309/543-2037
Perkins Seed House
601 E. Windsor Ave.
Herscher • 815/426-2127
Herscher Auto Parts
230 S. Main St.
Jacksonville • 217/243-2443
Perkins Seed House
1040 East Morton
Kankakee • 815/939-2513
Herscher Auto Parts
2019 W RT 17
Marine • 618/887-4302
Marine Mower & Saw Inc.
204 East Division
Marshall • 217/826-9070
Riedle, Inc.
17290 N. 1800th St.
McLeansboro 618/648-2227

Oblong • 618/592-4732
Sparks and Sons, Inc.
5204 E. 1050th Ave.
Olney • 618/869-2263
Stanley Mower Repair
3593 N. Meridian Rd.
Ruma • 618/282-6889
Ruma Small Engine
36 St. Leos Rd.
Shelbyville • ???/???-????
Triple B's Home Center
408 N. Cedar St.
Silvis • 309/751-4661
Pillar Equipment, Inc.
2001 5th Street Ste. 40
Stewardson • ???/???-????
Triple B's Home Center
113 N. Pine St.
Sullivan • 217/728-2349
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Why oil changes can save your vehicle
Compare the average cost
of a years’ worth of oil changes ($120) to the cost of not
proactively maintaining a vehicle’s engine ($4,000)* and the
benefit to both wallets and vehicle well-being is clear. Here
are some top reasons oil and
filter changes are so important
to a car’s well-being.
Changing the oil maintains

your engine lubrication. Imagine all the moving parts, pistons, valves, and other engine
parts moving at high rates of
speed under the hood of a
car. These components create
heat and will wear down the
engine dramatically without
proper oil lubrication. Make
sure to refer to the owner’s
manual to see what specific

New Construction - Remodeling - Concrete/Stenciling

LeRoy’s Home Care

weight and grade of oil the vehicle requires and ensure it is
kept at the recommended fill
volume.
Changing the oil cools the
engine components. Moving
parts that lack proper lubrication create friction, which in
turn creates heat. Maintaining
clean and sufficient amounts
of oil is the perfect solution to
prevent too much friction and
over-heating of the engine.

E n gine wear
particles and sludge are removed when you change your
oil. Dirt particles are deadly to
engines. Over time, dirt can
cause corrosion and decrease
the life of an engine. Also as
time goes on, oil breaks down
and turns to “sludge.” The
name of the game is to keep
the engine clean. Routine oil
and filter changes help remove
particles and sludge and keep
engines at peak condition.

217-276-5173
515 E. Main Street • Casey labaston5@gmail.com
Hometown
Heating & Air

217-932-3365
We Service All
Makes & Models

$65 Service Call
Mon - Fri 8am - 5pm

Free Estimates

Like us on Facebook • hometownheatandair.net

Palestine

618-563-4400

Darwin

217-826-2800

Goodwin’s Body Shop
Enjoy your vehicle longer by taking care of it.
Not only are we a full service collision center
to keep your vehicle looking new, but we can
keep it running great, too!

Our services include:

Oil Changes, Brakes, Struts,
Tires, Glass Installation & More!

Let Goodwin’s be
your one stop shop!

If you want to improve your
gas mileage, you are going to
want to change your oil. Poor
engine lubrication can lead to
increased fuel consumption,
so make sure there is enough
clean oil in the engine. The
U.S. Department of Energy
says that with routine changes
and the right kind of oil, gas
mileage can be improved over
time by 1-2%. That doesn’t
sound like much of an improvement, but for the average car, it leads to savings of
an entire gallon of gas for a
year!
Changing your oil promotes
your vehicles longevity. Plain
and simple, routine maintenance makes your vehicle last
longer. Buildup from dirty oil
robs a vehicle’s fuel economy
and power, and makes internal components work harder.
An engine that works too hard
will end up having more problems down the road as well as
a shorter life span. According
to Kelley Blue Book, car valuation increases at resale time
if regular maintenance has
been upheld.
Performing oil changes
personally can be a hassle,
but it is a necessary task that
must be done. Searching for
oil change coupons in your
area can help save money
and guarantee that your oil is
changed by a experienced,
professional technician.

Specializing in
Customer Satisfaction

217-382-5241

7300 E. U.S. Hwy 40 - Martinsville

We’re stocked up and ready for spring!
22% OFF season’s usage on Pool & Spa chemicals

D-I SUPPLY Integrity
and

Pools
& Spas

Professional Janitorial Cleaning
Products and Equipment

217-465-8484 info@d-isupply.com 2120 S. Main - Paris
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Keeping it clean
Let’s assume we all shower on a daily basis. We keep
ourselves clean and groomed,
as this is the norm in our society. But can we say the
same thing for the vehicles we
drive? For some of us, yes, we
like our cars to shine as they
go down the road. For some of
us, that’s not as important. If
you are one of the former, you
have several options when
it comes to keeping your car
clean. Here’s a look at some
of the options, which might be
best for you.
First, there is the self-service car wash. As the name
implies, you will be doing to the

work.
You pull
y o u r
vehicle into a stall and are
equipped with a hose or water jet and a brush. The brush
generates soap/foam. The
concept is simple, scrub your
car with the brush and rinse
it with the water jet. Your
water and soap are usually
controlled by the amount of
money you spend. The more
money you spend, the more
soap and water you get.
Next is the automated car
wash. This is pretty much as
easy as it gets. You simply
sit in your vehicle while it is
washed around you. There are
two types of automated car
washes, regular and touch-

less. The regular automated
wash uses brushes or cloths
to clean your car, alone
with soap and water.
Touchless is just as
it sounds. It simply
uses jets of water to administer
the soap and
then rinse it
off. In both
cases
there
are levels of
wash. The more
you spend the more
you get, sometimes including a deeper clean
or polish. Using this method,
many people prefer touchless
as your car is less likely to be
scratched.
While some self-washes

Soiled Paper
and
Yard Trimmings in the Green
Container. Instead of sending your food scraps, food
soiled paper and plant trimmings to the landfill where
they create methane, a potent
greenhouse gas, put them all
in your green bin. The contents of Alameda County’s
green containers get recycled
into compost, a valuable soil
amendment prized by farmers and gardeners. Find out
more about recycling food
scraps.
Recycle All Your Paper. All

the Time. Your unwanted paper products—newspapers,
catalogs, magazines, junk
mail, cereal boxes, wrapping
paper, cardboard, even your
children’s “almost-masterpieces”—are valuable resources
that can be recycled into new
products. Make sure everyone in your household knows
to put all paper in your recycling container. (If it’s soiled
with food, put it in your green
container with the food scraps
and yard waste.)

Recycling at home
Recycling can often become a goal that can be both
overwhelming and unsuccessful. Many who start recycling
have no clue where to start.
Here are some suggestions
on trying something new and
recycling in your home.
Don’t Be a Polluter. Take
Household Hazardous Waste
to Local Collection Facilities.
Many common household
products, such as used motor
oil, leftover paint, pesticides
and fertilizer products, are
considered hazardous waste
because they contain chemicals that are poisonous, corrosive or flammable. These
products will contaminate the
ground, water or air when
poured on the soil, emptied
down the drain or dumped in
the trash. Find out where to
drop off household hazardous waste for free in Alameda
County.
It’s Illegal to Put Electronics in the Garbage. Many
electronic products contain
toxic substances. If thrown
into the trash and landfill, they
can contaminate our land, water and air. Electronics can be
taken Household Hazardous
Waste Facilities or use Recycle Where to find nearby dropoff locations for outdated or
unwanted computers, phones,
TVs, DVD players, gaming
equipment and other E-waste.
Put Food Scraps, Food

Recycling

See
Continued on page 10

Ron’s Handyman Service
Call/Text

217-208-9135

or email ron.daniels61@hotmail.com

All your home needs
No job is too small!
Decks and Siding
Bath and Kitchen Remodel
Seamless Gutter Repair or Replacement

Ingrum Waste
Disposal
Residential - Commercial - Industrial
roll-off containers available

217-465-3335

ingrumwastedisposal.com

offer vacuums to
the inside of your
car,
hand

clean

wash
c a r
washes
clean the inside and
out. These car
washes employ humans to
wash the outside and clean
the insides. Some rely on automation to do some of the
cleaning, but the goal here
is to give you that personal
touch. However, once you employ the human touch, human
error can occur. This means
scratches, dings and possible

an employee having a bad day
and thus doing a poor job. Like
automated washes, there are
levels you can purchase. The
more you pay, the higher level
of clean that you get. Some of
these car washes offer memberships with perks, including
free washes or maybe a tank
of gas. Consider how clean
you want to keep your car
before investing too much.
You may want to consider a
professional detailing service.
This would include shampooing the interior carpet, a task
most of us wouldn’t tackle on
our own.
Many people consider their
car a reflection of themselves.
For some people it’s very important to keep their ride clean.
Depending on which part of
the country you live, this can
be easier said than done. But
just like many things in life, the
cleaner you keep your car depends on time and money.

Hutton’s Parts Service
Marshall
614 Locust St
(217) 826-6321

Casey
10 NE 1st St
(217) 932-2125

Greenup
1002 E Cumberland St
(217) 923-3145
®

Genesis HVAC
sErviciNg All brANds (217) 251-0042

 NATE (NorTh AmEricAN TEchNiciAN ExcEllENcE) cErTifiEd
 fiNANciNg AvAilAblE*
 licENsEd, boNdEd ANd iNsurEd
*subjEcT To crEdiT ApprovAl. sEE sTorE for dETAils.

oPEN: 8aM-5PM
MoNday – Friday

217-826-6823

1207 South 6th St.
MarShall
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Steps on building your own home
Building your new home is
exciting, especially when you
understand how the process
works.
Prepare site and pour foundation: Often, site preparation
and foundation work are performed by the same crew, but
this may not be the case with
a wooded lot. Using a backhoe and a bulldozer, the crew
clears the site of rocks, debris
and trees for the house and, if
applicable, the septic system.
The crew levels the site, puts

up wooden forms to serve as
a template for the foundation
and digs the holes and trenches. Footings (structures where
the house interfaces with the
earth that supports it) are installed. If your home is going
to have a well, it will be dug at
this point.
Complete rough framing:
The floor systems, walls and
roof systems are completed
(collectively known as the shell
or skeleton of the house). Plywood or oriented strand board

(OSB) sheathing is applied to
the exterior walls and roof and
windows and exterior doors
are installed. The sheathing
is then covered with a protective barrier known as a house
wrap; it prevents liquid water
from infiltrating the structure,
while allowing water vapor to
escape. This reduces the likelihood of mold and wood rot.
Complete rough plumbing,
electrical and HVAC: Once
the shell is finished, siding
and roofing can be installed.
At the same time, the electri-

cal and plumbing
contractors start
running
pipes
and wires through the interior walls, ceilings and floors.
Sewer lines and vents, as well
as water supply lines for each
fixture, are installed. Bathtubs and one-piece shower/
tub units are put in place at
this point because there’s
more room to maneuver large,
heavy objects.
Install insulation: Insulation
plays a key role in creating
a more comfortable, consistent indoor climate while significantly improving a home’s
energy efficiency. One of the

For all your Heating, Air Conditioning, Refrigeration & Appliance needs

most important qualities of
insulation is its thermal performance or R-value, which
indicates how well the material resists heat transfer. Most
homes are insulated in all exterior walls, as well as the attic
and any floors that are located
above unfinished basements
or crawl spaces.
Complete drywall and interior textures; start exterior
finishes: Drywall is hung and
taped so the seams between
the boards aren’t visible, and
drywall texturing (if applicable)
is completed. The primer coat
of paint is also applied after
taping is complete. Contractors begin installing exterior

Continued on page 12

We Sell

Recycling

Continued from page 9

217-826-5545

104 North 2nd St., Marshall

Equipment

Cell: 217-822-6083
Home: 217-826-6082

Want your dream home?
Make over your current home with a Home Equity
Make over your current
Line of Credit and have the home of your dreams.

home with a Home Equity
Line of Credit and have the
home of your dreams.

Casey • Biggsville • Flat Rock • Lawrenceville Martinsville • Toledo • West Union • Robinson

217-932-2136 CaseyStateBank.com
1 217 932 2136

Casey • Biggsville • Flat Rock • Lawrenceville
Martinsville • Toledo • Westfield • West Union• Robinson

CaseyStateBank.com

Know Your City’s Rules
for Plastics Recycling. Plastic
packaging and other plastic
products usually have one of
seven numbers found inside
the chasing arrows, commonly called the recycling symbol.
The number identifies the type
of plastic used to manufacture
the item. But just because
it has the recycling symbol
doesn’t mean it can be put in
your recycling container. To
find out which plastics you can
recycle, check with your local
recycling service provider. To
find where to recycle plastics
that aren’t accepted by your
provider, use Recycle Where.

Scotty’s Lawn Care, Inc.  Casey, IL  (217) 932-5364
Mowing - Lawn Care Applications: Spraying, Fertilizing, Grub Control & Crab Grass Prevention
Seeding - Landscaping - Shrub Trimming - Bush Hog Work - Stump Grinding
Celebra
tin
residential Drain Tile Installation
32 Y g
ears

At Scotty’s Lawn Care,
“We CAre about your lawn!”
in busi

ness!

Your full service lawn & landscape provider serving east central Illinois since 1986.
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Putting new siding on your house
If you’re thinking of giving
your home a face-lift, here’s
a guide to the pros and cons
of common siding materials,
how much they cost and
why now is the best time
of the year to get started.
Reasons for
Changing Siding
There are two
main reasons for
updating your siding: damage or
deterioration to existing siding, or just the desire to
change the look of your home.
Exterior siding is exposed
to the elements, so it’s not
going to last forever. Fading from sunshine, damage
from storms or the aftermath
of your lead-footed teenager
ramming into the side of your
house — there are many
things that can take a toll on
siding.
Should You Patch It?
If your siding is damaged in
just one spot, say on the side
of the house from a car bump
or a small fire, you might be
considering replacing just the
siding on that area. But it’s not
as easy as it sounds.
Many companies don’t do
patchwork because it’s a liability for the contractor, Plus,
it’s very difficult to match any
existing siding due to fading
and availability of the exact
product, assuming you know
what the product is and where
to find it. Few contractors
leave details about the siding product name and model

number in the hands of homeowners to pass along.
Most times it’s just not costeffective for siding companies
to spend time trying to determine
your
current siding
product,
tracking
d o w n
t h e
exact
s a m e
profile
and trying to color match it. It can be
done, it’s just difficult.
Many home professionals
recommend that if you do have
some damage to your siding and it’s not causing leaks
or water damage, you should
wait until you can replace all
the siding on your home.
Common Materials
Most products are designed to mimic real cedar sid-

ing. Every product has its pros
and cons, and it’s important
that you do your own research
before you reach out to siding
professionals or a local contractor.
Often, siding pros deal in
just one material and want to
sell you on that product. Contractors might be familiar with
installing only a certain material and will try to persuade
you to go with a different product. So study up and make the
right choice for yourself.
Vinyl
This is a plastic material that comes in a variety of
thicknesses and qualities.
Pros: Vinyl comes in lots
of colors and textures. It’s affordable and allows for the
most insulation behind it. The
product comes with a lifetime
warranty. (Dawn cautions: It’s
not your lifetime, but the lifetime of the product, which is a

bit ambiguous.)
It’s also treated
chemically with
insect repellents and rot resistance. Plus, installation is
quick.
Cons: It is plastic so over
time it can warp.
Time to install: Two to three
days
Cost: $9 per square foot,
including labor
Composite Board
This product is made from
recycled wood pulp pressed
together with glues and adhesives.
Pros: Composite comes
in any color you want. Pick
any paint color from any
paint store, and the material
comes prefinished in your color choice. It’s also paintable
and relatively environmentally

friendly due to its recycled
nature. Installation is easy,
so contractors like it. It’s also
treated chemically with insect
repellents and rot resistance.
Cons: You have to repaint
composite every three to five
years. It’s not fire resistant, but
very combustible. Composite
products can have delamination problems, meaning that
water absorption can swell
and break apart the pressed
wood chip layers. Sometimes
the material can arrive sloppily
finished, such as paint missing on the edges. “If anything
isn’t painted, that means it’s
not protected,” Dawn says.
Time to install: Five to seven days

Siding

See
Continued on page 12

Waste Removal & Recycling Services,
Residential, Commercial
& Industrial Application Services

1-800-546-2485

ASK ABOUT 0% APR FinAncinG FOR 84 MOnTHS ♦ SiX YeAR liMiTed WARRAnTY

TX19H

T234

Riedle, inc.

eXceed eXPecTATiOnS
in eveRY WAY

T1054SP

T394H

On US 40, just east of Hwy 1 ♦ Marshall

217-826-9070 ♦ www.riedleinc.com ♦ riedleinc1@frontier.com
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Siding

Continued from page 11
Cost: $10 to $11 per square
foot, including labor.
Fiber Cement
This is a composite mostly
made of silica, Portland cement and recycled cardboard.
Pros: It’s durable, fire resistant and hail resistant. In-

surance companies might
give you a small discount for
installing it. It’s also treated
chemically with insect repellent and rot resistance. It’s
paintable and comes prefinished from the factory with
many bold color options.
Cons: It’s very heavy and
takes a long time to install,
which means labor is expensive. Some contractors don’t

like working with it.
Time to install: 10 to 12
days
Cost: $12 to $13 per square
foot, including labor
Cedar- Real wood
Pros: This is the real deal.
Cedar looks beautiful. It’s also
pretty easy to replace, as you
can just go down to your local lumberyard and have it installed, then painted.
Cons: Cedar is really expensive and high-maintenance. It tends to have mois-

ture, rot, insect, rodent and
woodpecker issues. (Yes,
woodpeckers.)
Cost: $15 to $16 per square
foot, including installation.
Decorative Elements
Be prepared to consider
a number of decorative elements for your siding. Siding
companies will go over it with
you, but it helps if you come
prepared — for example, by
creating a Houzz ideabook
with siding styles that you like.
All materials come with

decorative elements meant
to mimic wood. You might find
you like shake-style shingles,
fake stone, decorative columns, scallops, belly bands
(like a belt for your home that
separates paint colors from
different siding portions) and
more.
The long lead time ensures
that your product can get ordered and delivered on time.

Home

Continued from page 10

American Seamless
Guttering, LLC

Superior Products at Competitive Prices
79cc gas chainsaw,
with 45cm bar

5” & 6” Guttering - Siding - Soffit - Fascia
Specializing in Maintenance-Free Exteriors

10% OFF WhitE GuttEr
With purchaSE OF GuttEr Guard
Offer good through April 30, 2018

217-276-4527

Jon McNurlan
24.5 cc MM4 4-Stroke
engine Blower

casey, iL

18-Volt LXT Lithium-Ion
Brushless Cordless
4-1/2 in. Cut-Off
/Angle Grinder

RULE THE
OUTDOORS
18 Volt LXT Lithium-Ion
1/4 in. Cordless Impact
Driver Kit (3.0Ah)

Josh Clark
Service & Parts
Director

Shane Santrock
Service & Parts
Adviser

Alignment Special :
Regular price $109.95
*

RIeDLe, InC. NOW 89.95!
IN STOCK NOW AT

On US 40, just east of Hwy 1 - Marshall

217-826-9070

www.riedleinc.com ♦ riedleinc1@frontier.com

Ask us about our Springtime
“Get Ready for Summer” Special!
Marshall, IL ■ 217-826-2346 ■ DorsettFord.com
*Alignment of all 4 wheels.

finishes such as brick, stucco,
stone and siding.
Finish interior trim; install
exterior driveways and walkways: Interior doors, baseboards, door casings, window
sills, moldings, stair balusters
and other decorative trim are
installed, along with cabinets,
vanities and fireplace mantels
and surrounds. Walls get a finish coat of paint and are wallpapered where applicable.
Finish mechanical trims;
install bathroom fixtures: Light
fixtures, outlets and switches
are installed and the electrical panel is completed. HVAC
equipment is installed and
registers completed. Sinks,
toilets and faucets are put in
place.
Install mirrors, shower
doors and finish flooring; finish exterior landscaping: Mirrors, shower doors and carpeting are installed and final
cleanup takes place. Trees,
shrubs and grass are planted
and other exterior landscaping
completed.
Final walkthrough: Your
builder will walk you through
your new home to acquaint
you with its features and the
operation of various systems
and components and explain
your responsibilities for maintenance and upkeep, as well
as warranty coverage and
procedures. This is often referred to as a pre-settlement
walkthrough. It’s also an opportunity to spot items that
need to be corrected or adjusted, so be attentive and observant. Examine the surfaces
of countertops, fixtures, floors
and walls for possible damage.

