I know we call ourselves Presbyterian's, 


which in the wider world are known as the Frozen Chosen, 



so this is probably not likely for most of us.  

But I am sure that you are at least aware of people 


who get quite excited when certain people are in town.  


The people who scream 



when they see a person who they are quite fond of.  

The most recent episode here was Prince William and Kate.  


People woke up early, 


drove to Carcross, 


and then retuned to tell you about the 30 seconds 



when the Prince and Princess came into their view.  

Each generation also has their own boy band 


that has similar effects on teenagers.  



Richie Valens and Elvis, 



then the Beattles and Monkeys, 



the Jackson 5, 



N-Sync,  and New Kids on the Block, 



and One Direction were the last group I heard about.  


When they come into our presence 



our self-control goes out the window.

As ridiculous as this may seem to many of us, 


there is a reason that this continues to happen generation after generation.  

When we meet someone important to us, 


that we believe gives our life meaning and makes it better, 


someone who seems to understand our thoughts and needs, 



we go a little wild!  

These various artists 


have become idols to their fans 


and they are worshipping them the best that they know how.  

While they should not treat them like they were gods, 


they tend to any way.

But what if God himself were actually present.  


How would we react?  

Well, 


sadly we have how we would react recorded in Exodus and Deuteronomy.  

God was present with Israel 


as they came out of slavery and Egypt 


and heading to the promised land.  

God was visibly present in the pillar of fire by night 


and pillar of smoke by day.  

God did great and wonderful things 


and the impression lasted for a day or two at a time 



before we were wanting something else.  

We were surprisingly cavalier about being in the presence of our maker and ruler.  


So the Psalmist does what he can to change that.

Psalm 114 


is the second of six Hallel Psalms.  

Psalms 113-118 are the Hallel Psalms, 


because they all contain a Hallelujah.  



All except this one.  

This Praise Yahweh, 

Praise the Lord idea 


is present in ours 



and some scholars think the one at the end of 113 could belong to 114.  

These Psalms should sound familiar to us 


as we have observed Maundy Thursday here for years 


and the Passover or Seder Dinner.  



These were Psalms that went with the Passover meal. 



These are the Psalms that Jesus sang on the way to the Mount of Olives. 

This particular Psalm gives us creations perspective to God being present.  


Giving us the ideal example 



of how we should have reacted to God being present with us, 



rather than how we did.  

All of the events of the Exodus from the Moses standing before Pharoah, 


to the Plagues, 


to the crossing of the sea, 


to 40 years in the desert 



are summed up in the first two verses.  


Israel came out of Egypt and the land of Judah is where they settled.  

Now that the humans side of the story is covered, 


the Psalmist moves onto the natural elements.  How did they respond?

Verse 3 tells us how the water responded 

and verse 4 the land.  


The water fled and turned back.  



Or in fear.


The mountains skipped like lambs.  



In ecstatic joy.

These paint a great picture,


 do they not?  

Instead of focusing on Moses standing with his rod at the Red Sea 


and planting it in the sand, 


and all God's people walking across dry land.  

We are told that the sea looked and fled.  

Instead of the priest's walking into the Jordan River during flooding waters 


carrying the Ark of the Covenant story, 



we are told that the Jordan turned back.  

Instead of describing earthquakes and thunderstorms, 


the poet tells us mountains, 



you know those great and immovable pillars of rock, 




they skipped like rams.

The big question though is “Why?”  


Verse 5 and 6 repeat a majority of verses 3 and 4, 



but ask “why did you do that?”  

A question that is often asked concerning natural weather events.  


Why did the tornado hit here 



and not there.  


Why was our house spared from the fire 



and theirs burned?  


Why was our car washed away and others are fine and dry?

Verse 7 answers the why question.  


Because the Lord was present.



That is why there was fear and joy.  

His presence caused such reactions from the land.  

The last two Christmas' 


I have read a book at Christmas Eve called, 



“The Song of the Stars.”  

It builds upon this idea of how all creation is rejoicing at the birth of Jesus.


But they also bow down in respect and humbleness.  



The salmon leap, 



the whales sing, 



the bears rejoice 



and the lion roars at Jesus' birth.  



The heavens are filled with rejoicing amongst the angels.  


This is creations reaction 



to their creator being present among them.

But God being present causes two different reactions 


when we look at creation's reaction.  



The sea and river flee and turn back.  



The mountains and hills skip in excitement.  

This drastically different reaction 


is due to waters role in the world 


and rock's role.  

Water, 


from our 


and other culture's creations story, 



was a symbol of chaos.  

In our creation story, 


instead of a great battle between order and chaos


God just speaks and chaos responds.  



We see this in Jesus' time as well, 




as he walks on water and he calms the storm.  



In Revelation, 




we hear the Sea being like a mirror in the presence of Jesus, 





then evil things coming from it, 




and in the end, 





there is no more sea.  



Because when Jesus returns, 




chaos will be no more.  

The Sea knows that its time is limited 


and it is best not to ruffle Yahweh's plans too much.  

Instead of flocking to Yahweh, 


since it is not on good speaking terms with Yahweh, 



it is best to stand back and give God his space.  

So twice, God's people walk across where they otherwise would have had difficulty.

The Mountains and Hills however, 


tremble like the teenagers


or fans of the Royal Family we started with.  

The Lord called Abraham so many generations ago to this land 


and the people are finally coming.  

The plan is in process 


and the earth's redemption is now that much closer.  



There is reason to rejoice!  

God didn't just make the earth and leave.  


God is present now on the earth 



and still interacting with it.  

What is more, 


the Psalm concludes that God is doing a new thing, 



as it tells of the great work of God bringing water from the rock at Meribah.  

Water had its place 

and rock has its place.  


They usually are fighting against one another 



in the course of erosion and the water cycle.  

However, 


God created a time when they were one.  


When water came out of solid rock.  

God can change their tendencies 


and they have more to look forward to.  

Going back to Revelation, 


we have said that the sea is no more, 


but the flowing water of a River comes from the throne of God.  

From the solid throne of God 


will come springs of water.  

Water will be able to move away from the role of chaos 

and move fully into the role of giving life.  


Because our God can do such things.

If God can do such things for water and stone.  


Imagine what he can do with you and me.  

God desires to be present with us.  


Do we flee 


or skip like lambs into his presence?  

If you have good reason to flee and turn back, 

if you know how unworthy you are to be in God's presence, 


remember that God made water flow out of solid rock.  

He changed the nature of rock 


and made water be a source of life 


instead of chaos.  

You are more likely to change than rock, 


I hope.  

If you are willing to try, 


you will find yourself trembling in the presence of the Lord, 


because what you once thought were your limits 



have been blown away 


and found that there is a whole next level of life to be lived 



waiting for you.  

Just as water and rock have experienced


 and someday will be an every day reality.


When Israel came out of Egypt, 

the house of Jacob from a people of foreign tongue, 
2
Judah became God’s sanctuary, 

Israel his dominion. 
3
The sea looked and fled, 

the Jordan turned back; 
4
the mountains skipped like rams, 

the hills like lambs. 
5
Why was it, O sea, that you fled, 

O Jordan, that you turned back, 
6
you mountains, that you skipped like rams, 

you hills, like lambs? 
7
Tremble, O earth, at the presence of the Lord, 

at the presence of the God of Jacob, 
8
who turned the rock into a pool, 

the hard rock into springs of water. 
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