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Lent
But these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God,
and that through believing you may have life in his name. John 20:31

Ash Wednesday is on March 6th this year, and it marks the beginning of Lent. “Lent” is not a word found in
the Bible. It comes from the Middle English word “lente” and the High German word “lenzin,” which means
“springtime.” After this brutal winter, the thought of spring is a welcome relief. But this period is meant to be
a time of self-examination, prayer and fasting. Lent is the 40 days prior to Easter when a Christian has a
chance to reflect on the suffering and death of Jesus Christ, who endured a painful execution on a cross for
our sake. Such a sacrifice is not to be taken lightly, so the early church found it helpful to prepare for the important celebration of Holy Week. While not all churches recognize Lent or engage in the spiritual practices,
it is a special time for Lutherans, Roman Catholics, and many other denominations.
This year, we will again add extra activities to our schedule while we journey through these 40 days to the
cross. In the past, I have conducted a Lenten book study that examines some aspect of the faith. This year,
I will be looking at a different movie with a Lenten theme each week instead. The movie will be shown in its
entirety on Friday night at 6;30 PM, with a follow-up class on Sunday morning, which will be repeated on
Wednesday evening. A list of the movies can be found inside this newsletter.
Our Lenten worship services will look at the Church, which the Bible describes as the body of Christ. During
Wednesday nights, we will have a Midweek Lenten service at 7:00 PM. These 30 minute services will feature
the Holden Evening Prayer, with help from our confirmands. It will include a short message on the different
ways the church impacts our life, as we look at how “We are Church Together.” This theme is carried on during the weekend with a look at the “Gifts of the Church.” Together we will see how the Church carries out the
important work of our Lord now and into the future.
Watch for a Lenten mailing coming out soon, with the details and schedule of our Lenten activities. Plan to
take part in these events, and you will realize something special. The death and resurrection of our Lord is
not just a holiday about a past event held during the spring. It is an occasion which has lasting impact on our
lives today, and into the future. Lent is the time to take this to heart, that Jesus is the Messiah who gives us
life in his name!

Church Council
President
Steve Morford
309-786-7032

MIDWEEK AND HOLY WEEK WORSHIP
Ash Wednesday March 6th

12noon
5:30 PM
6:00 PM
6:15 PM
7:00 PM

Vice President
Pete Davidson
309-236-7103
Treasurer
Nancy Patterson
309-737-3821

Wednesdays March 13th, 20th, 27th, April 3rd, April 10th
5:30 PM
6:00 PM
6:15 PM
7:00 PM

Secretary
Rita Gustafson
309-721-4363
Learning
Miranda Luder
309– 235-7263

Palm Sunday

Property
Rick Jones
309- 912-3115

Maundy Thursday
Good Friday
Vigil of Easter
Easter

Worship
Stephanie Elliott
309-428-8545

Worship Service
Movie Study
Youth Drop in
Meal
Worship Service

April 13
April 14
April 18
April 19
April 20
April 21

Service
John Anderson
309-762-3298

Movie Study
Youth Drop in
Meal
Worship Service

5:00 PM Worship
10:00 AM Worship
12 Noon & 7:00 PM Worship
7:00 PM Worship
5:00 PM Worship
8:00 AM Worship
8:30 AM Breakfast begins
9:15 AM Easter Parade
9:30 AM Easter Egg Hunt
10:00 AM Worship

Stewardship
Suzanne Hann
309- 236-3902
Youth
Tyler Wilburn
309-230-8589
Ava Miller
309-283-3545

Witness
Darlene Hann
309- 797-2282

FINANCIAL INFORMATION
ATTENDANCE FOR FEBRUARY

5 PM

January 26/27
February 2/3
February 9/10
February 16/17
Avg. of all services

19
16
22
35
23

10 AM

60
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56
36
55

YTD as of 1/30/2019

Total

79
84
78
71
78

Income

$14,120

Expenses

$17,120

Difference

$(3,297)

UPCOMING EVENTS
LENTEN MOVIE STUDY
Join us on Wednesdays during Lent for a twist on our usual Book study. This year, Pastor Randy will
lead discussions based on movies. Movies will be shown in their entirety on Friday at 6:30 PM. It will
be discussed in class on the following Sunday at 8:45 AM and the following Wednesday at 5:30 PM.
March 8
March 15
March 21

March 29

April 5

Amazing Grace: The idealist William Wilberforce maneuvers his way through
Parliament, endeavoring to end the British transatlantic slave trade.
I Am David: A 12-year-old boy escapes from a Bulgarian Communist concentration
camp and sets out on a journey to reach Denmark.
What’s Eating Gilbert Grape: After his father's death, Gilbert has to care for his
mentally-disabled brother, Arnie, and his morbidly obese mother. This situation is
suddenly challenged though, when love unexpectedly walks into his life.
Life is Beautiful: When an open-minded Jewish librarian and his son become
victims of the Holocaust, he uses a perfect mixture of will, humor, and imagina
tion to protect his son from the dangers around their camp.
Jesus of Montreal: A group of actors put on an unorthodox, but acclaimed Passion
Play which incites the opposition of the Catholic Church while the actors' lives
themselves begin to mirror the Passion itself.

Recognition of
New Members
New members will be received at Salem on
March 3rd, on Transfiguration Sunday.

Join the Salem Congregational Council for

EASTER BREAKFAST
Sunday, April 21 – 8:30 – 10:00 a.m.
Hard-boiled eggs colored by Salem’s children and youth, baked goods, fruit and beverages will be served.
A free-will offering will be taken with proceeds going to Salem’s RRR Fund.
New this year: This year, Salem members are invited to create and donate a special Easter Basket for
raffle on Easter morning. Easter baskets may be geared toward children, youth or adults, and should be
brought to the kitchen by Palm Sunday, April 14.
Questions? Contact Rita Gustafson at 309-721-7363.
We hope to see you there!

YOUTH
YOUTH GROUPS
God Stars, Wizards & Hogwarts, Oh My! (Grades 36), March 1, 6:30-8:30PM. Join us on Friday, March
1st for a “Magical” evening as children grades 3-6 become “wizards-in-training”. Students will take classes in
Potions, Wand Duels and play Quidditch which is a
cross between rugby, tag and dodgeball, with a little bit
of basketball, soccer, lacrosse and football thrown in…
and played on brooms. We will focus on the theme 1
Thessalonians 5:11. No Harry Potter experience or athletic ability necessary. Children will need to bring a
broom!

Watch your email and facebook for information about more upcoming God Star and
Jr/Sr high events in March!

Sunday School at 8:45AM.
Beginner’s (ages 0-4) meet in the
Nursery where we play as we learn
about Jesus. They would also like to
thank those who donated the Goldfish
snacks.
Elementary Sunday School (ages 5-6th
grade) meets in the music room (1st
floor). Please join us for Sunday school
during our busy month of March. We
will be finishing up our Lego based faith
lessons and having a celebration Sunday. Students will also be setting up
Holy Communion on March 17 and
March 31. Pastor Randy will be leading
a First Communion class on March 24
for those who wish to have their children participate. We hope to see everyone there!

Teen Sunday School (grades 7-12)
meets in the Youth Room. Come for a
great time of fellowship and hands-on
learning of God's word. Teens will helping prepare communion for worship on
several weeks.

. Mark

your calendars for March 17 as
the kids will be singing in church during offering.
Wednesday Nights
Lent Teen Drop In (6:00-7:00PM) – 7th
grade & Up. Laid back, come as you are,
environment to play games, ping pong, and
just hang out with friends. A 30-minute Lenten Worship service begins at 7PM. No Confirmation during Lent.

RICK BRODERICK by Jim & Marti Kernan
MARY C. FOSTER by Rita Melin

Hello, Salem!
I hope everyone is doing well. It has been a while since I visited
with my Uncle Pastor Randy and Grammy Ruth, but your congregation is in my prayers and I may be able to visit you this summer.
I will have Pastor Randy update you on where I end up for internship. Please keep the internship placement process in your prayers.
My classmates and I are anxious to find out where we will be going
for the next year.
Thank you for your support,
Ella Vanderlugt

2/1/2019
Dear Friends:
Thank you for your generous gift! We appreciate your continued support of YouthHope in this challenging economy. Your
support reaches hundreds of children and
teens and provides them with tutoring, Bible study, and structured recreation.
Your support and prayers make it all happen. We can’t reach low-income children
and teens without you, our loyal partners
and friends. Thanks again!
Mark Drake, Executive Director
Total Gift Amount: $387.00

Dear members of Salem, I want to thank all my Salem
Family for their prayers, cards, phone calls, and offers
of help. Thank all of the youth for their lovely cards, for
Christmas Carolers, and especially Pastor Randy and
Melody for all their calls, visits, and help.
I’m home now after six weeks of recovering from hip
revision surgery and doing well.
My immune system is low from six weeks of antibiotic
daily infusions so I cannot have lots ofvisitors- especially if they have colds etc.
God Bless all of you and the work you do! Please keep
me in your prayers while I’m gaining strength and recovering.
In God’s Love, Cathie Anderson

Pastor Randy,
Just wanted to say hello and pass along our thanks again to you and your
Lutheran family for making my Mother's visitation, funeral, and reception a
very nice event. Our Mom would have been proud of it all!
Thank you to all the ladies that worked so hard to put that luncheon together for our family!!!!!!!
Also, I really appreciated talking with you directly and you taking the time to
come visit us (and Mom through this entire time) to help us through this trying time and process of passing on to a new, promised after-life. THANK
YOU FOR EVERYTHING!!!!! If you ever need anything, please let me know
and I will help! God Bless!!!!
Respectfully and Sincerely,
Kevin and Kelly Paulson
(and Kathy, Matthew, John, and Collin)

Thank you to all of the
young people in the
Sunday School who
remember me on special occasions with
lovely, original greeting cards. Please
know they are deeply
appreciated.
God Bless you.
June Piff.

FROM THE PARISH NURSE
HAVE YOU SET YOUR HEALTH GOALS FOR THIS YEAR?
I want you to seriously be thinking about this and then I want you to set some goals. I am thinking mostly on
the idea of Health goals but any other problem you may have that can be bothering you should set a goal for
also. I am going to suggest some very good goals. If you don’t need them, Hurray for you!
1) Get adequate rest daily and if you get 7-8 hours a day you will have better health and live longer.
2) Get regular physical therapy and aim for 30-60 minutes preferably all days of the week. This includes
strengthening exercises 2 plus times per week. Even walking in place by the counter is fine for those
of you who can’t hike the trails or the malls.
3) Eat more whole-grain breads and cereals. Aim for 3 servings of whole-grains daily and avoid white
bread, pastry, white rice and sugary cereals.
4) Eat more fruits and vegetable daily, limit fatty meats and high cholesterol foods. Eat more peas,
beans, nuts.
5) Choose healthy fats and avoid the solid fats (such as butter and hard stick margarine), or use conservatively. Eat at least 1 oz. of nuts daily or 2 Tbls. of peanut butter. Foods like walnuts, soy or canola
oil or soy oils are good also.
6) A very important one is maintaining a healthy weight and having a BMI less than 25 is ideal. If the Dr.
tells you your BMI is over 30 you are at high risk for health problems. If you are a man and your waist
is more than 40 inches and if a woman more than 35 inches you need to make this a goal to get it reduced. But, I do think you also need to take in consideration how tall you are. If your not super tall
then less than 37’ for men and less than 32” good for women.
7) If you are dependent on alcohol, drugs, or smoking get some help by using support groups, talking to
your dr. and really, really work hard to stop your dependency. It is not easy. Same goes for overeating, or anything you do in excess that affects you or someone else’s health.
8) Be happy, laugh a lot, pass on joy and hope to those you work and live with daily. Maintain a cheerful
and hopeful outlook on life.
9) Spend quality time with family and or friends daily. If you can’t go visit them call them or write to them
and it will not only brighten your day but theirs. This builds strong hearts and happy minds. Share
kindness and practice friendship, love, and acceptance.
10) Set a special time each day, early morning before day gets busy is good for me, and read, pray, read
your devo- tionals and seek spiritual renewal. A heart filled with gratitude, forgiveness, and service
helps you soar over life’s difficulties and challenges.
Now it is time to make your list and then stick to it. It is hard but you can do it if you set your mind to it and
it will be good for you!!!!!!!
Now for the Irish Blessings: MAY YOUR DAYS BE MANY AND YOUR TROUBLES BE FEW. MAY ALL
GOD’S BLESSINGS DESCEND UPON YOU. MAY PEACE BE WITHIN YOU MAY YOUR HEART BE
STRONG. AND MAY YOU FIND WHAT YOU’RE SEEKING WHEREVER YOU ROAM.
Now for Melody’s Sure Way to a Happy Day: Happiness is something we create in our mind, It is not something you search for
Please start saving your
and so seldom find- It’s just waking up and beginning the day by
gently-but-no-longer-used
counting our blessings and beginning to pray- It is giving up
socks for men, women and
thoughts that breed discontent and accepting what comes as a
“gift heaven –sent”- It is giving up wishing for things we have not children, to bring to
and making the best of whatever we’ve got. It’s knowing that life church. Items may be
is determined for us, and pursing our tasks without fret. For it is
used, but must be in good
by completing what God gives us to do that we find real contentcondition (clean, no holes,
ment and happiness too.
bad stains, etc.). More inAnd if you find that shamrock the 3 petals wish -good health, good
formation to follow…
luck, and happiness for today and every day. God bless you,
Melody, Parish Nurse

MUSIC DEPARTMENT
Notes from the Organist - Were You There ?
Were you there when they crucified my Lord?
Oh! Sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble.
Were you there when they nailed him to the tree?
Oh! Sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble.
Were you there when they pierced him in the side?
Oh! Sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble.

Were you there when the sun refused to shine?
Oh! Sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble.
Were you there when they laid him in the tomb?
Oh! Sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble.
Were you there when he rose up from the dead?
Sometimes I feel like shouting ‘Glory, glory, glory!’
Based on an oral tradition, the origins of this African-American spiritual come from a communal slave experience. First published in 1899 in E. Barton’s Old Plantation Songs in the section ‘Recent Negro Melodies’, it contained only verses 1-4. It seeks to bring the past events of Christ’s suffering and death into the
present and transform us in its light. This song calls us to remember the African-American slave experience out of which the song arose. There were more songs, sermons, prayers and testimonies about the
cross than any other theme. The cross was the foundation on which their faith was built. For AfricanAmericans, this remembering of the cross allowed them to claim the Christ who knew their suffering and
stood in solidarity with their oppression. Black Christians believed that God was with them, even in suffering on lynching trees, just as God was present with Jesus in suffering on the cross.
This song continues to give comfort to the oppressed that they serve a suffering Savior especially present
in their suffering. Yet it also asks those of us in privileged positions of comfort not only if we “were there”
at the cross of Christ, but if we are there in the suffering of the oppressed where Christ’s cross still stands.
(Ref: D. Bjorlin, a pastor at the Resurrection Covenant Church in Chicago)
Soli Deo Gloria [To God Alone be the Glory]
Ilga

FROM THE GREEN TEAM
Start seeds inside to help beat the winter
blahs. You can use all kinds of things for
environmentally friendly containers: eggs
cartons and egg shells, toilet paper tubes,
or even ice cream cones.

ALTAR FLOWERS
If you would care to put flowers on the altar in memory
of a loved one or for a special occasion, the following
Sundays are available:
March 17
May 12
May 26
August 4
If you are interested, please contact the office, 7645614 or June Piff 762-0035. The price is $15. Thank
you
June Piff

PICTURE PAGE
Confirmation class was led by Salem’s
Ann K. O'Klock (a licensed counselor).
She taught a Valentine’s Day session on
relationships. Thanks, Ann!

A big “thank you” to Wendy Hilton-Morrow and
crew for cleaning and organizing the children’s play
area on the Auditorium stage. (Carpet is clean too!)

Teen Sunday School held their
5th annual "Super Trivia Bowl"
on Super Bowl Sunday. Teens
answered Bible trivia and random questions to move down
the field and score a touchdown. (Sock & Sandals Team
won 21-14.
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Change Service Requested
Saturday 5:00 pm
Worship with Communion
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Rev. Dr. Randy Willers
309-292-0881
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FELLOWSHIP
WELCA Meetings
Naomi Circle: Naomi circle will meet on March 3rd, at 11:30 PM at the
home of June Piff

Serenity Circle: March 4 – 1:00 – Bonnie Casper, hostess Serenity circle meets in the lounge at Salem.

EVERGREENS
Evergreens will meet on March 19th
at noon. Join us for a discussion
about heart health. Menu: Baked
ham, Cheesy potato, Carrot casserole, and Strawberry shortcake.

Have any program suggestions? Let
Pete Davidson know!

