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Jazz Crossroads Festival In
Morgantown Sat, August 29
Over two dozen jazz artists including some of the top
players on the East Coast, will
join the 24 members of the
Mon River Big Band as participants in the 2015 Jazz
Crossroads Festival in Morgantown, West Virginia, on
Saturday, August 29.
The event is sponsored by
the Monongalia County Board
of Parks and Recreation
(BOPARC) and is billed as a
celebration of north central
West Virginia’s emergence as
a national destination for fans
of jazz music.
The day-long event begins
at 2:30pm with a two-hour
MRBB concert in the Hazel
Ruby McQuain Amphitheater
featuring sit in performances
by Nicki Parrott, Vince Lewis
and John Jensen, all scheduled to perform that night
with their own bands in Morgantown venues, four on High
St. and two on Univ. Avenue.

NICKI PARROTT, jazz vocalist and bassist, will sit in with the Mon River
Big Band on Saturday afternoon, August 29, in the Hazel Ruby McQuain
Amphitheater, before joining her “Friends” quartet for evening performances in Morgantown Arts Center beginning at 6:30pm, 8pm & 9:30pm.
Beginning at 6:30pm, six
different jazz ensembles will
perform on six different
downtown Morgantown stages

playing three one-hour sets.
There will be 30 minutes between sets.
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Shows in Morgantown Brewing and Jameson’s Pub start at 8pm, with
the last show beginning at 11pm. All other venues - the Regatta at Waterfront Hotel, Monongalia Arts Center, Tin 202 and ArtsMon begin at
6:30pm, 8pm and 9:30pm, with the last set ending at 10:30pm
The Jazz Crossroads Festival is sponsored by Monongalia County’s Bureau Of Parks And Recreation Commission, and with donations from the
Greater Morgantown Convention and Visitors Bureau, the Waterfront
Hotel on University Avenue and the Clarion Hotel Morgan on High St in
downtown Morgantown.
Pictured on the cover of this event guide is Nicki Parrott, bassist and
vocalist, who will lead a stellar ensemble of “Friends” at Monongalia Arts
Center. This band is like having a pleasant dream for the first time, as
they’ve never played together as a quartet, but have many mutual friends,
acquaintances and common influences in the world of jazz.
Pictured on the right at the top is Monika Herzig, leader of the Whole
World In Her Hands ensemble of lady jazz professionals, including some of
the most heralded out of the New York City jazz scene. WWIHH will appear in
Jameson’s on High Street beginning at 8:00pm.
Second down from the top right is Jenny Wilson, Morgantown’s jazz
stalwart and leader of her own trio for nearly a decade. The Jenny Wilson
Trio will perform in ArtsMon beginning at 6:30pm, with guest saxophonist,
Anita Thomas.
Pictured third from the top is Kenny Rittenhouse, a trumpeter and music educator originally from Fairmont, now based in Washington, DC. The
Kenny Rittenhouse Quintet will appear in the Regatta at the Waterfront
Hotel in what is perhaps the best match of music and music room. Rittenhouse’s ensembles feature traditional and straight ahead jazz stars, including
Paul Thompson on bass and Tom Wendt on drums, the top shelf rhythm
section in Pittsburgh.
Concert pianist, composer, conductor and jazz accordionist, Simone
Baron (second up from bottom right), will lead The Cool Cats in the Tin
202 Lounge beginning at 6:30pm. The Cool Cats are three of the most talented, best trained and composed jazz artists in the region: Seth Maynard
on guitar and vocals, Randraiz Wharton on keyboards and Kyle Andrews
on drums.
Pictured on the bottom right is Vince Lewis, a jazz insider with a rep as
one of the top guitarists on the East Coast, who will lead The Entertainers
in Morgantown Brewing in sets beginning at 8pm. Lewis’s band is Mark Cappellini on drums, Smithsonian trombonist, John Jenson, and bassist, Victor Dvoskin, founder of Russian supergroup, Allegro.
All venues will be asked to adopt a “Courtesy Listening Policy” that
basically asks patrons to be thoughtful of their neighbors and the artists by
keeping their conversation to a minimum and their voices to a whisper that
can’t be heard at the next table, and do this when the artists are on stage
and performing.
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