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An Evening With Dorothy and Art Qberto

By Chris Tracy
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Dorothy and Art Oberto were planning to move from their long-time south Seattle home on the
shores on Lake Washington to an upscale retirement community in downtown Seattle. The Obertos
are well known for their hospitality and for their one-of-a-kind home, being part museum and part
carnival fun house. Also, the Obertos are supporters of the Hydroplane and Raceboat Museum
(H&RM) and I was confident that they would offer to host dinner at their home, one final time, as an
auction item at the 2009 H&RM benefit gala. My wife, Jayne, and I decided thatan opportunity to have
dinner with the Obertos and see their home before they moved was something not be missed, and
vowed to bid for the opportunity. Sure enough, they offered dinner with them as a H&RM auction
item and we purchased it. : —

[ttookawhile to connect with them, but |
when 1 did, Dorothy asked, “Was it dinner
for two or four?” I said it was dinner for
two, but Dorothy remarked, “It might be
more fun if you brought another couple
with you.” We asked long-time H&RM
supporters and hydro fans John and Sue
Boone to join us and they jumped at the
opportunity to join us for dinner with the
Obertos in February 2010, about a month
before the Obertos were scheduled to
move. All seemed set, well almost, as
Jayne and I were unlikely folks to have
dinner with the Obertos; you see, the
Obertos are the royalty of beef and pork
snack meats, and the Tracy’s flexitarians
that occasionally eat fish and poultry
(including Oberto Turkey]Jerky), butnever
red meat. We had decided to just buck-up
and eat whatever was served, but hostess Dorothy solved the issue. When setting up the dinner date,
she asked, “What do you prefer for dinner.” Before I could get a word in, she told me a story. “You
know my husband, Art, is Italian. Everyone thinks thatbecause he’s Italian that he mustlove all Italian
food, and sometimes when we go to someone’s house for dinner they serve lasagna, thinking it is
something Art enjoys. Well, Art absolutely hates cheese!” Isaid that we’d prefer fish or chicken, to
which Dorothy said, “I know exactly what I'll make.”

We all arrived in the late afternoon to the Oberto house, a large, older brick rambler-basement
home on a good-sized waterfront lot, and Art greeted us at the door. One step into the house and
we knew we were in for a treat. The home was packed-full of memorabilia. Pictures of family, hydros
and related Oberto Company photos were all over the walls. But there was much more. [ learned
that the Obertos are world travelers; they have been justabout everywhere. Art explained, “It started
with a trip to Hong Kong and then I used to look for those newspaper ads with $999 travel packages
and we’d book it and go. Later Dorothy and I found cruises. We book the least expensive room on
the ship because we spend very little time in the room.” They put on display things they have collected
while traveling, from art and artifacts to clothing. Dorothy has even placed a couple of soft sculpture
people on chairs and dressed them with clothes and accessories she has purchased on trips. The
artificial Christmas tree was still up, complete with wonderful Christmas ornaments on it that
Dorothy had collected from trips all over the world. Art explained that they travel so much and are
home so little that they concluded, why put the tree up and take it down, so they just leave it up.




Dorothy and Art gave us a tour of the
house, whichisreally a story of their lives.
AgiantBuddhainthelivingroom collected
from a trip to Asia, a bar in the dining
room from another trip, art from Europe,
etc., all mixed with mid-century era
furniture that they purchased new
decades ago. And then there is the huge
partly finished basement that is more like
acarnival funhouse, whichincluded many
vintage, but fully operational, pinball
machines that their kids and now
grandchildrenuse. (Photo: Pinball 1) The
unfinished basement ceiling is full of
memorabilia such as the bike Art rode to
work when he was a young man, the kids’
first skis, and much more. And then there
is a telephone booth with a soft sculpture
person in it that is dressed with clothing
Dorothy purchased on trips. And :
peppered throughout the house and basement is hydroplane racing memorabilia.

Taking a trip to the backyard was like going back into my childhood. The Obertos commissioned
full-sized bronze statues of their grandchildren playing with or pulling homemade hydroplanes, just
like children did in the 1950s and 1960s.

The Oberto house is famous for its unexpected part in hydroplane history. The Gale IV ran up on
shore and beached itself in a rose garden in the backyard in 1954, before the Obertos purchased the
property, when a Dr. Black owned it. The rose garden is
aboutwhereapondistoday. Afterthe Obertos purchased
the property, a Black family member brought 8mm film
of the party the family was having at the time of the 1954
race, including the Gale IV parked in the rose garden; the
Black family member said the film belongs to the house.
The Obertos put the old film on a DVD and made copies
for both the Tracy and Boon families.

The Royal Order of the Turbine Club awards a
perpetual trophy each year to a fan that has made a
contribution to Unlimited Hydroplane racing, called the
Potted Palm. Itisawarded attheir meeting in Tri-Cities,
Wash. Saturday night before the hydro race each year,
and Jayne and I were presented with the award in 2009.
As part of the fun, we are expected to do something
special with the Potted Palm, so we took the trophy with
us and “planted” it in the former spot of the rose garden
where the Gale IV beached. (Photo: Potted Palm 1 or 2)

Dinner was fabulous, both the food and ambiance.
The table settings were hydro and Seattle World’s Fair
themed, complete with Century 21 tumblers, Seattle




World’s Fair dinner plates, and wooden hydroplane
table decorations and much more. Dorothy cooked a
splendid fish dish, but the highlight might have been the
flaming cherries jubilee served for dessert!

After dinner, we adjourned to the living room and
viewed vintage footage of a video the Oberto Company
made, called Sausage and Roostertails. The video is set
around the 1981 hydroplane season. Dorothy and Art
would follow their boat from race to race in their motor
home, and Dorothy would often act as the chief cook for
the boat crew. She was quite a jokester, too, often telling
the crew, “You need to get a real job” or asking the
driver, “Why does anyone want to drive a boat?”

On hydroplanes and Seattle, the Obertos voiced
opinions and shared memories. Dorothy was blunt
about the poor parking situation at Seafair’s hydro race
and wondered out-loud, “It’s difficult to get to the race.
[s it a master plan (by the City of Seattle) to destroy the
sport on purpose or not?” And the Obertos reminisced

i — about the hydro parties. Art has partied along the shore
of the racecourse and in the plts passmg out Oberto stickers, Oh Boy' Oberto snack meats, and his
infamous pens that say on them, “stolen from Art Oberto.” Art says, “I could hire people to hand out
stuff, but this is what I like.” It mirrors the down-to-earth lifestyle thatis not only his image, but really
is his lifestyle. On Seattle’s hydro weekend, Dorothy partied at home, and there’s a story behind it.
The street that borders one side of them almost runs into Lake Washington, and one hydro weekend
Dorothy noticed a bus parked there. Dorothy went over to investigate and found that the bus was
from a Kent, Wash. assisted living group and the retired citizens were trying to view the Blue Angels.
Dorothy invited the entire busload of people over to the house to watch the Blue Angels and have
lemonade. That began the weekend tradition, which expanded to three retirement groups, including
one coming from Tacoma, and now Dorothy provided lunch, too. The retirees look forward to and
sincerely enjoy the parties and, for Dorothy, they have been a labor of love. As the Obertos were
planning on movingto theirretirementresidence -
in early 2010, 2009 was the last scheduled hydro !
party at the house. - S A e TR

And how did the Oh Boy! Oberto slogan come j; r L% BAES
about? Artnoted thatin his early years with the P
company that when things were slow at work k€a Vveén
he’d take a night class at Broadway Edison Tech.

(now Seattle Central Community College) and a R N
night school teacher coined the phrase Oh Boy! MR
Oberto. And how’d Oberto get interested in
producing beef jerky? Dorothy tried making
beef jerky in her kitchen and while it was not
perfect, it sparked the idea for the company to e i ;i

make jerky. Seq Fae e deec o S U

And what was it like to win the first time at Seafair? Art says, “It was a culmination of everyone’s
dream.” We spent several hours with Dorothy and Art and they were gracious hosts. We learned
about how important their family is to them, learned about their business, their love of hydroplanes,
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and their affection for their city. No
wonder the Obertos are Seattle icons.
And while winning Seafair in the same
year as when Art turned 80 was a dream
come true for him, having dinner with
Dorothy and Art was a dream come true
for this fifty-something year-old guy who
grew up in south Seattle pulling a hydro |
behind his bike while chewing Oberto W§
brand jerky. ’

Postscript: The Obertoshave since moved
to their retirement residence on “Pill Hill”
in Seattle, but are keeping the home on
the lake. In 2010, they offered dinner at
their new digs as a H&RM auction item;
Jayne and I might bid on thatifitis offered
in 2011!
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KIRO-TV’s Steve Rable interviews Art Oberto after Steve David and Oh Boy! Oberto wins
the Seattle Seafair Trophy in 2010. A happy Oberto team in background. ~~ Karl
Pearson photo




Quotes and Factoids from
At and Dorothy Oberto

How did the Oberto Race Team go from a team that had a chance to win if a tier-
one boat broke down, to being a National Champ? Obereo credits his son Lavry for the
step-up. “Lavry is most deteymined. Fle is a competitive vacer. e has persistence and is humble.
He can analyze what you ave trying to do while you ave doing it.”

Seafair. “VOhen the boats go out, the wovld stops.” Avt Oberto has attended all Seafair vaces
except one, when he was in Mexico to attend a wedding.

Sponsoring Hydroplanes. Oberéo first sponsoved a boat in 1975.  Ave says, “On the early
years O sponsoved Bill Wurster. D had a “no vun, no pay” contvact. Sovery year was the Last
year we weve going to sponsor.” Aater Obevto sponsoved a new Leland hall and noted, ““Lhe
Fred Leland boat we fivst sponsoved was built in a gavage in 5-6 weeks!”

Dorothy’s Famous Quote. ““Lhis (hydvoplane vacing) is not a family hobby, it is a mavketing
¢ool.”

Art’s Motto. “Always make your payments, don'¢ jeopardize the house!”

Art on Going to School. “Drop out of school, then clean the grease tvap at the factory.”
Little Known Tidbits about Art. +ates cheese. Aoves ice cream and nonfat frozen yogure.
Non-dvinker and never gambles.

Family. “Che Obertos have 4 childven, 3 boys and 1 givl. “Lhey have 9 grandchildven.
Politics? Oéerto didn’t cave much for Ayndon [Johnson o Barvy Gloldwater and duving that
Presidential campaign he made buttons that vead, “Vote for a Real [Jerk—COh Boy! Oberto.”

Background. /04ite ¢he Oberto family has been a fixture in south Seattle for decades, Avt
graduated from West Seattle High School. Hlis dad passed away when he was 16, and Avé had
to modify his schedule, with a late arvival or early dismissal schedule to hely ran the sausage
business.

On Moving and Downsizing. “/Oc pack up stuff that we don 't want and put it on the pavking
strip and it's gone the next movning.” Also, ““Lhe kids have been over and they put a piece of
tape with their name on anything they want.”

Racing. Atways have a gimmick; one year we had an all-woman crew.”

Little Known Fact. “Che Obertos spend a fair amount of time in Mexico in their motor home;
they have helped provide building systems to both the local school and Catholic Chuvch theve.



The Debacle in Doha

Scott Liddycoat Wins the 2011 Oryx Cup U.L.M. Championship

by Lon Erickson

Scott Liddycoat and Valken.com caps an
outstanding rookie season by coming outon
topinDoha; though it wasn’tasimple win.
Afteracontroversial event where two heats
involved gun-jumping, subsequent delaysin
makingtheruling, and in-effective
communication fromrace officials, the U-7
team proved ithad what it took to win.
Consistency all season, driving skill, and
speed to run with the top boats paid offin
theend.

Chris [jenslow photo

Videoreplays of the starts were a large part of two rulings and delays in official standings for heat 3B and the
final. The official winner of the event was changed after a45-minute delay and lengthy review of the final heat
starting line video. The video clearly showed three boats, U-1, 88, and U-96, over the line at the start of the
final.

The Oryx Cup eventhad 12 boats scheduled to appear, though only 10 boats actually scored points over the
weekend. Therace had some excellent competition over the two days and the people in attendance were
treated to an exciting weekend of racing.

Notasmuch could besaid for the live streaming back to the states and around the world. Once again, the live
video feed was inconsistent, sporadic, and unreliable. Even so much that H1 felt compelled to re-post links later
to view heats that were not able to seen in their entirety. Between the streaming issues and the delays in posting
official results, the majority ofthe viewers signed off early or left thinking another boat was the winner.

Forasmuchas H1 Unlimited has talked
about taking the sport to the nextlevel and
running itas abusiness entity, the lack of
execution and professionalism at this event
proves they have a long way to go. We can
only hope there is abigger, better plan out
there for the future success of the sport.

As was the case for the last two years, a
crowd was on hand again atthe Hydroplane
& Raceboat Museum to stay up all night,
hang out with fellow hydro fans, enjoy
snacks, a hot breakfast, and watch the
action. Whatcould be seen of itanyway.

Lon Erickson photo



Final Heat — Official Results

Boat Driver
1) U-7 Valken.com ScottLiddycoat
2) U-5 Graham Trucking JeffBernard
3)U-100 Leland Unlimited GregHopp
4) U-57 Formula Jimmy Shane
5) U-1 Oh Boy! Oberto Steve David
6) U-96 Spirit of Qatar Dave Villwock

7) 88 Degree Men J.Michael Kelly

Avg. Speed

131.499
120.143
117.821
112.04
110.376
105.576
103.578

A Short Lived Victory for Steve David
and Ok Boy! Oberto

Officials, topright, saying, OOPS! After people wenthome thinking Oberto
had won the Oryx Cup. When the sandstorm cleared it turned out Scott
Liddycoatand Valken.com had been leading the field across the finish line.
Steve David crossed first, butalap behind the field along with Villwock in Spirit
of Qatar and J. Michael Kelly in Degree Men. ~~ Chris Denslow photos




U-9. Mike & Lori Jones are planning to make a full time commitment to
the 2012 H1 Series in 2012. Along with the recent upgrades to the running
surfaces, a new modern cowling, repairs from damage occurred at 2011
Seafair, they have also had a new safety capsule built and installing a new
cockpit during the winter. Crew chief Jeff Campbell, along with other
former Bud veteran team members will be the nucleus for the Jones Racing
team. Jon Zimmerman has been named to drive the boat again for 2012.
The team is also continuing the pursuit for a national sponsorship in 2012.
For more information see their new website at www.u9racing.com
U-96. After securing the H1 National championship for2011, Erick Ellstrom
E PR oS P P commented the U-96 will carry the U number of U-1.96 for the 2012 season.
The U-1 to recognize the National Championship designation and 96 to
honor the Spirit of Qatar sponsorship.

Atthe Oryx Cup U.I.M. Championship event, Sam Cole and Sheikh Hassan announced the renewal
of the Oryx Cup event for 2012. The Doha event will take place on Nov. 15-17, 2012

Albert Lee Appliance has signed on to partner with Seafair for the 2012. Albert Lee is the title sponsor
of the hydroplane race and an official festival wide sponsor

Peters & May, sponsor of a number of American Power Boat Association racing teams and the
company entrusted with transport of the Air National Guard H1 Unlimited fleet to Doha, Qatar, has signed
on as the title sponsor for APBA’s 2011 Hall of Champions ceremony. The annual ceremony takes place
January 28, 2012 in Chicago, lllinois.

Dave Holley, Peters & May C.E.O. reports that plans are underway for transporting the H1 Unlimited
fleet of 12 hydroplanes and equipment back from Doha to Jacksonville. Further details will be updated.

Several sources have reported the ANG H1 Unlimited Series Winter Meetings and Awards Banquet
are scheduled for the end of February, the location is TBD.

On Second Thought

The delayed announcement that three boats jumped the gun in the final heat at Qatar
produced angry comments from some participants. Unfortunately, it’snotthe firsttime the
~ outcome ofarace was changed long after the last boat was back on its trailer.

' One ofthe earliestincidents when the apparent winner was denied the trophy was the
1955 Gold Cupin Seattle. Many casual observers, and a few poorly informed broadcasters,
declared Miss Thriftway the winner. Officials needed a few minutes to figure overall
speeds and factor in bonus points that were awarded in that era. (This was long before the days of pocket-sized
calculators and computers.) By the time they were done crunching numbers, many fans had left Lake Washington
certain Miss Thriftway had won. Then came the announcement that Gale V"'had the lowest elapsed time and was
awarded bonus points. A Detroitboat that didn’t win a single heat had actually won the race.

The 1956 Gold Cup in Detroit produced another premature announcement about the outcome of therace. Some
officials believed Miss Thriftway had hitabuoy. For a few minutes Chuck Thompson, driver of Miss Pepsi, held
the Gold Cup and was declared the winner. KING-TV film ofthe incident showed Miss Thrifiway’s wash dislodged
the buoy, butthe boat passeditsafely. Longafter therace, Bill Muncey was finally awarded the Gold Cup. It should
benoted some observers feltthe film was unclear and decades later still insisted Thompson was the rightful winner.
Thehistorical record, however, shows Muncey as the winner.

Alate call abouta gun jump in the final heatin the 1959 Gold Cup delayed determination of the winner. With

the 1955 and 1956 incidentsstill fresh in theirminds, officials and reporters waited nervously while photos of the start
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were reviewed repeatedly. Nearly two hours after the
race it was finally decided that Norm Evans and Miss
Spokane had jumped the gun. The trophy went to Bill
Stead and Maverick, dashing the hopes of Bill Muncey
and the Thriftway team.

Anotherincidenthappenedin Seattlein 1960. This
time, amishap caused achange in the apparent outcome.
The final heat was stopped twice, first when Miss U.S.
1 caught fire. Rex Manchester and Miss Spokane were
less-than a buoy length from the finish line when the
referee ordered the race stopped. The checkered flag
was already outand Miss Spokane was across the finish
line before the last flare dropped in the water. In those
years, if the firstrunning of the final heat was stopped at
any time before the first place boat crossed the finish line,
the heathad to bere-run. Spokane partisans believed the
boathad for all intents and purposes finished the heat,
which would have made it the winner. The referee said
no, the race was ordered stopped before Miss Spokane
finished, so the heathad to be re-run. The field wasstill
inthe firstlap of the re-start when 7hriftway Too caught
fire. Again, therace was stopped. Darkness was falling
before the course was cleared, so the second re-start of
the final heat was delayed until Monday, the only time in
Seattle thateverhappened. Miss Thrifiway finished first
inthe Monday running ofthe final and won the race. A
half-century later, some peoplesstill believe Miss Spokane
was robbed.

There were few incidents throughout the 1960s,
“70s,and ‘80s that delayed determination of the outcome.
In 1973, atboth Washington, D.C.,and Toledo, questions
with calls affecting boats back in the pack delayed the
announcement of overall positions, but first place was
never inquestion.

During the Hydro-Prop years, a controversial call
changed the outcome of the 2004 Gold Cup. Miss
Budweiserwas the apparent winnerand Dave Villwock
was presented with the trophy. Officials, however, were
reviewing film ofthe runup the backstretch to the shape-
up turn, before the start. [t was finally determined that
Villwock had made adriving infraction. The trophy was
taken away from the Budweiser team and given to Nate
Brown and Miss DYC. The Budweiser organization put
onaprofessional face, but privately the team was bitterly
disappointed and felt the call was without basis. In the
official record, however, the call was confirmed and
Brown’snameis on the trophy.

A controversial gun jumping incident occurred at
San Diegoin2008. Oh Boy! Oberto physically led the
final heat. It was evident that some boats, including
Oberto,hadjumped the gun. Officials were uncertain if
Formulawas among the jumpers and Beacon Plumbing
was prematurely declared the winner. The video camera
atthe start line was pointed into the afternoon sun and
boats appeared as shadows. Identifying the gun jumpers
was nearly impossible. Anhouraftertherace, following
numerousreviewsofthe video, officials cleared Formula
ofjumpingthe gunand JeffBernard was giventhetrophy.
Thistime, the Beacon Plumbing team wenthome bitterly
disappointed.

The Oryx Cup was not the only 2011 race with a
controversial finish. At Madison, when Spirit of Qatar
hooked in the final and veered into the path of O4 Boy!
Oberto causingacollision, officials took time toreview
the rulebook before announcing the outcome. It was too
late to re-run the final, so the referee ruled that Qatar
caused the stoppage. Obertowasavictimofthe incident,
notresponsible for thered flags. Oberto was declared
the winner, about 20 minutes after the accident. Some
teams felt if Oberto had not run over Qatar the heat
would have beenallowedto continue. Both boats should
havebeendisqualified, thus making Red Dot the winner.
(The 2011 Gold Cup program followed that line of
reasoning and erroneously reported Red Dot as the
winner in Madison.) Objections notwithstanding, the
referee’s decision was final. Unlike the disappointmentin
Qatar, at Madison the Oberto team was the beneficiary
ofadelayed and controversial call.

Every sport will have incidents in which official
decisions affectthe outcome. A called strike three can
end abaseball game, pass interference can setup a late
score inafootball game, and an inadvertent bump can
resultinadisqualificationinahorserace. It’snodifferent
in hydroplane racing. Officials are hired to make the
difficult decisions. Video technology can make the
referee’s job easier, or it can make it more challenging,
depending on clarity of the images and angle of the
camera. Calls may be greeted with cheers or skepticism,

buteither way the referee has the final say.

~~ UNJ



THE CAKLAN] BOYS, Part Four:

by Aady Muniz
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Ollie Meek and Stanley Dollar in the cockpit of the G-4 Miss Great Edgar Kaiser in a meeting with a Mr. Garfield
Lakes (the former Miss Golden Gate IIl) after winning the 1948 APBA and Mr. Cutting.
Detroit Gold Cup.

The sportofunlimited hydroplane racing saw innovation and fan interest grow tremendously in the decade that
followed World War II. The racing action was centered at Detroit and Seattle, but thanks to five young friends who
grew up together near Lake Merritt in Oakland, California, that city also made an important contribution to
hydroplane racing history during thattime, even though Oakland would never host anunlimited race.

By 1952, three of the friends had already made a significant mark on the sport: Dan Arena introduced the first
Allison engine to hydros in 1946 and had become a leading boat designer, Danny Foster won the Gold Cupraces
in 1947 and 1948 and Lou Fageol wonitin 1951. Now, the other two, Stanley Dollar and Edgar Kaiser, would
havetheirturn.

Dollar and Kaiser were the wealthiest of
the neighborhood chums, and had the good
fortune to taste the speed and excitement of
Gold Cupracing atan early age. Dollar, for
example, whose grandfather founded the giant
Dollar Steam Ship Line, loved to remind his
buddies aboutthe time his father arranged for
him to get a ride with Gar Wood in the Miss ; =
America VIII. His family and the Kaiser | =

famﬂy’b‘uﬂderSOfdamsaShips’andthemakers George Woods winning the 1931 Harmsworth Trophy in U-16 Miss
of aluminum and steel, would often spend America Vil on the Detroit River.
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summers together on Lake Tahoe, where several big speedboats were available to them. Dollar’s father had
purchased the old Greenwich Folly, the winner ofthe 1926 and 1 927 Gold Cups aswellasaboatnamed Cigarette

IV, which won the President’s Cup in 1926.

Organized boat races were also on the |
summeritinerary. Stanley Dollardrovetheold -
Greenwich Folly,renamed Baby Skipalong, . -

to victory inthe 1934 Inboard Handicap Race
on Lake Tahoe and, a year later, even drove
asmall inboard boatnamed Uncle Sam inthe
Spreckles International Trophy race held on
the River Seine in Paris. But, while his friends
Dan Arena, Danny Foster, and Lou Fageol
were getting involved with Gold Cupracing,
Dollarwasmainly contentdriving smallerrace
boats in the Lake Tahoe area.
Thatchangedin 1948, when Dollar decided
tojoin his friends on the big stage with anew
boat thathe named Skip-A4-Long, anall-metal

craftthat featured aunique four-pointdesign |

and had the cockpitin front of the engine. The

boat’s shiningmomentcameatthe 1949 Gold |

Cup when Dollar was the second fastest
qualifier, placed second in all three heats, won
the bonus points forhaving the fastestaverage
speed for the entire race and claimed runner-
up honors. He then won the Detroit Memorial
race and later shared race victories with Dan
Arenain Such Crustto winthe Harmsworth

Trophy for the United States. By winninga
two-laprun-offwith Arenathenextday, Dollar |8

won therightto call the trophy his own.

But, Skip-A-Long would have a brief
career. Shortly afterit was taken back to Lake
Tahoe, theboat sank during an exhibitionrace
onthelake and came torestata spotthat was
too deep for it to be retrieved. Meanwhile,
Dollarhad purchased Fageol’s old So-Long,
the same boat that gave Danny Foster his first

Gold Cupvictoryin 1947, andspent thenext | '

couple of'years driving the craftin the Lake
Tahoe area as Short Snorter.

Following Lou Fageol’s 1951 Gold Cup |
victory aboard Slo-mo-shun V,team owner |

File 10 photo
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Above: UIeSm in te pits at Red Bank in 1948.

H&RM Collection

Stanley Dollar and riding mechanic Ollie Meeks and the G-25 Skip-A-
Long winning the 1949 APBA Gold Cup.

H&RM Collection

Stan Sayres found himselfoncemoreinneed = =

ofadriver. Ted Jones, themanwhohaddriven

Slo-mo IV to victory in the 1950 Gold Cup
andwhohad also designed both boats, left the
team following a dispute with Sayres.

The G-8 Short Snorter and Stanley DoIIar at Lake Tahoe's Lake
Championship in 1954, before it sank.
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Fageol immediately suggested that his old
friend Stanley Dollar be given the ride.
Dollar’s career with the Slo-mo team got
offtoarocky start. Four lapsinto his firstheat
aboard Slo-mo-shun IV at the 1952 Gold
Cup, theboatlostits propellerand gave Dollar
a ringside seat to watch a battle between
Fageol in Slo-mo-shun V and Chuck =
Thompson in Miss Pepsi. Thehometown fans
cheered wildly as Fageoland Thompsonraced
neck-and-neck at over 100 mph, but then
groaned when Slo-mo V suddenly dropped =
outwith an overheated engine. b
Knowing that Slo-mo IV was a better = : —
competition boat than its youngersister, the B8 =5 e e = e
Slo-mo crew borrowed apropeller from Slo- Lou Fageol returns to Leschi Park with the new driver for the U-27 Slo-
mo V and putall of their trustin Dollar to win mo-shun 1V, Stanley Dollar.
the Gold Cup for Seattle. That challenge
became easier during the second heat when it
became Miss Pepsi’s turn for mechanical
problems. Dollarand Thompsonhad dueled =
for only one lap when Miss Pepsi suddenly
dropped out with an overheated gearbox,
leaving Slo-mo IV and Dollar with an easy
victory. Itturned outthatwasall Dollarneeded.
The damageto Miss Pepsiwas such thatit was
done for the day, which allowed Dollar to
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n the Seattle APBA Gold Cup,

Stanley Dollar and the U-27 Slo-mo-shun IV wi
the Slo-mo IV’s second and Sayres third.

- simplynurse the “Grand Old Lady” around the course atabout 84 mph
inthe final heatand take the checkered flag in tritumph. Another Gold
. Cup for another of the Oakland boys.

Edgar Kaiser was next, butbecause ofhis responsibilities toward
thefamily business,hewould makehistory asanowner, ratherthanadriver.

Ataboutthe time Dan Arena and Danny Foster were stunning the
Detroitracing establishment with their second place finish inthe 1938
Gold Cup, Kaiser lived indesolate central Washington State, managing
his family’s contractas abuilder of Grand Coulee Dam. Ashe moved
from that task to the running of a Kaiser shipyard in Vancouver,
= ‘ Washington, as well asto hisinvolvement in other portions of the Kaiser
1956, Henry Kaiser in Hawaii for a mile familybusiness, hestill fondlyrememberedthedaysofdrivingspeedboats

straightaway attempt with the U-9 Hawaii Kai . .
and U-10 Scooter Too. with Stanley Dollar on beautiful Lake Tahoe.

Bart Carter Collection
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He finally gotmore involvedinboatracing |

through his father, Henry Kaiser, who also
loved boating and would often compete in
local races with an inboard hydro he called
Hornet.Later, Henry Kaiser campaigned Gold
Cup boats named Fleur du Lac, Hot Metal,
and Aluminum First in the late 1940s, and
campaigned a boat named Scoofer in 1954
and another named Scooter Too in 1955 and
1956. The ill-fated U-9 Hawaii Kai was
designed and builtby Les Stasudacher

It was about this time that Henry Kaiser

became enamored with some property eastof

Honolulu on the island of Oahu, which he
decided to develop into a community to be
knownas HawaiiKai, called the “Pink Dream”
by Hawaiians. To help promote the project, he
added aboatto his fleet named Hawaii Kai,
which debuted at the Mapes Mile-High Gold
Cup lateinthe 1955 season. Then, asthe 1956
campaigndrew closer, he ordered two more
boats: ahydroto be named Hawaii Kai Il and
tobebuiltby Ken St. Oegger in Los Angeles
and a boat designed by Ted Jones that was
patterned after Rebel, Suh. The latter was to
be named Hawaiian Village.

Meanwhile, to help promote some interest

e

The pink U-9 Hawaii Kai in the Mapes-Mile-High Gold Cup at Tahoe City.

Kaiser Collection

Henry Kaise T hoe in 1955. This boat was
powered by a V-24 Allison 3420 and was nicknamed “The Submarine,’
because it spent a /ot of time underwater.

David Volpi photo

inhydroplaneracing in Hawaii, Kaisershipped  caiif. It was designed and built by Les Staudacher and ran a V-12 Allison-

Hawaii Kai and Scooter Too to the tropical
paradise foranexhibitionrunon Keehi Lagoon
near Honolulu. That’s where calamity struck.
Hawaii Kaiflipped and was destroyed during
anattemptto seta world straightaway record
and driver St. Oegger was seriously injured.
Theaccidentshook Henry Kaisersomuch
thathe decided to get out ofthe sportand told
Edgarthatifhe wanted to take over the team,

he could. Edgar obliged, suspended the

Hawaii Kai Il project so St. Oegger could
recover from his injuries, and turned his
attention to the other new boat, which was
taking shape in Les Staudacher’s shop in
Kawkawlin, Michigan. It was renamed
Hawaii Kai IIIby the time it emerged from
the shop and had its first taste ofaction at the
Mile High Trophyrace on Lake Tahoe. Kaiser
thentook advantage ofa windfall. After Slo-

131.0f the eight Allison G-3’s built, Kaiser had three for the mile attempt.

The ill-fated Hawaii Kai was destroyed when the rudderpost sheered off
and went out of control. It was reported by the Associated Press to be
going 193 mph “and climbing.” Kent Hitchcock believed it would have
topped 200 mph and ended with an average in the 190’s.”

Bart Carter photo



mo-shun IV was destroyed on the Detroit
River two months later, he purchased the
team’s equipmentand also enticed the Slo-mo
crew to join the Hawaii Kai camp. (Atright:
Jack Regas and Hawaii Kai I1I in 1956 at
Seattle, Jack Regas on deck. Middle photo
1957: The former Slo-mo crew at Seattle with
Hawaii Kai Il.)

With its ties to the beloved “Grand Old
Lady,” as well as its stunning tropical pink
paint job, Hawaii Kai I1I quickly became a
fan favorite and wrapped up the 1956 season
withathirdplace finish atthe President’s Cup
and a victory in the Sahara Cup near Las
Vegas. But, about this time, Henry Kaiser
chosetomoveto Hawaii permanently and left

the day-to-day running of the family empireto '
Edgar, which greatly limited thetimehecould |

spend with the hydroplane. So, he sold the
boatto his crew for one dollar, put former Slo-
mo crew chief Mike Welsch in charge and
provided the team with enough money tokeep
the boatrunning through the 1957 campaign,

which turned out to be a banner year for the —

team.

During the season opener on Lake Chelan
in eastern Washington, Jack Regas drove
Hawaii Kai IIlto an astounding 116 mph in
one lap and in Seattle he setanew Gold Cup
record with aheataverage of over 109 mph.
Regas then outpaced Bill Muncey to win the
Silver Cupin Detroit, wonall three heats towin
the President’s Cup, and wrapped up the
season with wins in the Governor’s Cup and
Sahara Cup, collecting enough points along
the way to win the National Championship.

Finally, for good measure, hedrovethe Hawaii ¢

Kai 11l through a mile course and set a new
piston-powered world mile straightawayrecord
of 187.627 mph. [Regas set the mile record

twice, the first was 183.3559 mph the day

before. He also set a new piston powered
kilometer record that day at 195.329 mph,
314.352 kph, and was the first to run 200
mph. Ed]

Given Kaiser’s busy schedule and the fact
that the team had accomplished everything
exceptavictory inthe Gold Cup, few people

H&RM Collection H&RM Collection

Sandy Ross Collection

November mile attempt. The team was based on the other side of Lake
Washington at Denny Park, renamed Hawaiian Village Il by the team,
despite the cold weather. Three other boats were also going to make the
mile run, Thriftway Too, Sunnee Brand, and the 7-litre Galloping Gael.
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expected Hawaii Kai 1] to return in 1958.
That seemed to be confirmed in June, when
Kaiser held an elegant banquet to announce
that he was leaving the sport and had put
Hawaii Kai Illup for sale. Then, he promptly
leftonavacationto Greece. But,ashebasked |
inthe Mediterranean sun, Kaiserhadachange
ofheart, pickedupatelephonein Athensand |
called Welsch. Could the boatbe made ready
forthe Gold Cup? he asked. Only three weeks
before therace, Welschrounded up the crew
and they wentto work getting the “Pink Lady”
ready togo racing again. Jack Regas, near the tail, can’t seem get Hawaii Kai I/l running during

Kaiser ﬁgured they neededtobe creative a test at Seattle in 1958, and waits for a rope.
topull it off, so he called the crew together as soon as he got back in town and asked them what they felt was the
weakest component on the boat—the thing most likely to prevent them from winning. The quill shaft, came the
unanimousresponse, athree-inch-long piece of fragile metal that drove the supercharger’s impeller blades to about
600 revolutions per second. Butit would be difficult to geta fresh quill shaft for every heat. A new rule restricted
teams to the use of only one engine for the entire race, which meant the only option was to somehow replace the quill
shaftbetween heats, a complicated process that normally took two hours to complete. That didn’t stop the crew
fromtrying, though, and with considerable practice they were eventually able to do the deed in only 25 minutes—
quick enough.

The plan worked to perfection. With anew quill shaftin the engine each time he drove onto the course, it gave
himthe freedom to push his boat harder. Regas was so dominant in winning both ofhis preliminary heats thata
representative from another boatasked that officials check the serial numbers on the engine to make sure that the
crew hadn’tsomehow switched power plants. Regas then drove the Hawaii Kai I11'to another first-place finishin
the final heatand claimed the 1958 Gold Cup for Edgar Kaiser.

When the five Oakland boys grew up
together, poring over the boating magazines
each month to get the latest news about Gar
Wood and other renowned boatracers ofthe
day,none ofthem couldhave imagined having
animpactonasportthattook place more than
two thousand miles away on the other side of
the continent. To think thatall five would make
asignificant contribution to Gold Cupracing
wouldhavebeen likebelieving in Paul Bunyon
or the Easter Bunny. But when the Gold Cup .
trophy was handed to Edgar Kaiser, the =i r
improbable had become true. In the span of & :
twenty years, all five of thoseboyhood friends  jugs
hadmade anindeliblemark on the sport’smost
prestigiousrace.
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A very happy Hawaii Kai crew get the celebration dunking in Lake
Washington after winning the APBA Gold Cup in Seattle.

16



INTHIS DECEMBER 2011 ISSUE

An Evening With Dorothy and Art Oberto by Chris Tracy

......................................... 1
Quotes and Factoids from Art and Dorthy Oberto by Chris Tracy ........ccccceeeeeeeiinnnnn. 6
The Debacle in Doha by Lon Erickson ..........ccccooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieieee e 7
HydroFile News by Lon EricKSON .........cccooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiie e 9
On Second Thought by Craig Fjarlie ......cccccooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiceee e 9
The Oakland Boys; Part Four by Andy Muntz .........cccooeeiiiiiiiiiiiiiie e 11

NEXT MONTH: Qatar Race Report

EDITOR Michael Prophet ASSOCIATE EDITORS Craig Fjarlie, Chris Tracy, Dick Sanders
HYDROFILE EDITOR Lon Erickson DISTRIBUTION Bob Senior SUBSCRIPTIONS Bob Greenhow
SPECIAL PROJECTS Kirk Pagel EDITORIAL BOARD Clint Newman Il, Bob Senior

Unlimited NewsJournal, established in 1973, is published by Unlimiteds Unanimous, an enthusiast club interested in

promoting and documenting the sport of unlimited hydroplane racing. Copyright© 2011 Unlimited NewsJournal. Reproduction
or transmission in whole or part is not permitted without written approval of the Unlimited NewsJournal.

Editor, Unlimited NewsJournal, 16418 192nd Ave. S.E. Renton, Washington 98058
or E-mail to: USA1st@msn.com
Letters may be edited for clarity and space.

Next Meeting of
Unlimiteds Unanimous 5,’ lvcr La Igc Dc ntal

SHORELINE PUBLIC LIBRARY Mihaal U Sl 5.5
Brent N. Kellogg, DDS, FS
1809 100th PL. SE
E verett, WA 98208

4+25-337-3922

345 NE 175th, Shoreline, Washington

-everyone welcome!-

Sunday Janurary 15th
UNJ 2 pm -- 4:30 pm

sldarts@verizon.net

|
\\'ww.5|.1.'\rf5,c aom




