2021
CONSERVATION AUTO TOUR

SITE 6: CD 61 STORAGE & TREATMENT WETLAND
This project is part of County Drainage Improvement. Landowners filed a petition to improve the ditch that included the storage and treatment site. The
landowners of the system have identified that the County Ditch is no longer
functioning the way it was originally designed and something needed to be
done due to excess maintenance and little drainage benefit. The project has
been identified in numerous plans for priority (CD61 FER, CD 61 Drainage Inspection Plan), the plans have identified that storage is needed.

One of the petitioners offered his upper watershed land as a storage and
treatment basin. The site is 31.1 acres in size, 15.4 acres will be the restored
wetland, along with a 15.7-acre upland buffer that will be planted to native
vegetation. The County Ditch system improvement plan had identified other
options for storage, but all other options were for in-channel storage of the
ditch system by reducing culvert sizes to accomplish storage. The storage and
treatment basin was the best option for the system and will provide the
greatest storage and water quality benefits.

The project will provide an overall 76.56 T/yr of Sediment reduction, 52.55 T/
yr of estimated Soil savings, and 170.02 lbs/yr of estimated Phosphorus reduction which will help address the reduction needed for Scotch Lake downstream. A calculated 17.2 acre/feet of water will be stored by the 15.4-acre
wetland restoration and will treat the 535 acre watershed.

SITE 6:
CD 61 STORAGE & TREATMENT WETLAND


Grant Funds Awarded From the Clean Water Fund: $215,541.00



Construction is set to start July 2021



Contract will be Selly Excavating from Le Center, MN



Project oversight will be done by ISG Inc.



Easement will be held by the Le Sueur County Drainage Authority
This is a quick overview of the project from the Grant Application, the upland acres have changed to 15.7

