Growing up, 


the show Home Improvement  was a staple during our week, 

where Tim, the Tool Man Taylor 


hosted a home improvement show 


and also tried to raise a family at the same time.  

To solve many of the problems, 


his first solution was a simple one.  



More power!  




Putting a 6 cylinder engine on a riding lawn mower 





will save time mowing the lawn.  




Using a wrench with a bigger handle 





will loosen the nut.  




Invaribily, the punch line was the fact that 





the more power desired and implemented 






was more than could be controlled by Tim 







and comedic destruction followed.

I would propose that this rings true for our lives as well.  


Paul proclaimed last week of the power the Holy Spirit offers us 



and repeats it again in this prayer.  


The power of God in us is mentioned twice.  



That God may strengthen us with power



 and that we may have power.  

Verse 20 highlights the source we would be hooking up to for this power, 


when Paul says, God is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, 



according to his power again, 




that is at work within us.  


Paul's prayer is that we would have power.

But what is the problem with power?  


“With great power comes great responsibility” 



according to Spiderman.  


And “with absolute power 



comes absolute corruption” 




according to William Pitt.  

Both daunting realities things to take on.  


But is that the reason why we avoid power in our lives?  

Paul's prayer is that the church would have the power of God, 


the creator, maker, ruler and sustainer of the universe, 


the omnipotent, almighty, omnipresent King,


 the Father of Jesus who brought him back from the dead 



and conquered the grave, 


that we would have his power in us.  

So what is there to stop us?  

What can't we do?  


Why do we act like the world is winning 



and we are on a collision course for the destruction of humanity?  


We have a doomsday clock that says 



we are one minute and forty seconds away from annihilating ourselves 




off this planet through atomic warfare.  


But do we have a Kingdom clock that we are checking?  



Are we spending anytime to see 



how much fuller God's Kingdom is breaking in than it was 2000 years ago?

The Doomsday clock reminds us that we do have power.  


But when we look at Paul's prayer for us, 



it is not just that we would have power, 


because like Tool Time and Atomic Energy have taught us, 



power can cause all kinds of trouble.  

Paul also prays for how that power is to be used.  


He does so in two different ways.  

He first says that the power will enable Christ to dwell in us more fully in verse 16.  

And in 17 


that we might be rooted and established in love, 



so that we can understand how deep the love of Christ is.

These are two things that we need.  


J. R. Tolkein highlighted this in the Lord of the Rings 



as the various characters had a moment with the Ring of Power.  

Frodo was able to hold it the longest, 


because he came from a race that was more established in the realm of love.  



Hobbits were simple people 




who enjoyed eating and enjoying life.  



They did not have plans to dominate and rule the world.  




They loved their neighbor and tended to care for one another.  

Who we give room to 


tends to be who has the biggest influence in our lives.  

Paul's prayer was that we would give the whole house to Jesus.  


But Jesus will only occupy what is given to him.  



That is the suffering servant way.  




Despite being able to do more than we ever imagined.  

Jesus broke the standard 


that absolute power corrupts absolutely. 

 But it is only by following Jesus 


that the same can be said for us.  

If Christ is not dwelling in us, 


then the power of Christ can be used as a weapon and have.

The other way to get this idea across is using Paul's idea of roots.  


Roots connect us to the world around us.  



Plants are able to grow on cliff faces, 




because they have roots that find places to hold onto.  


Many of our behaviors come from our roots, 



what our parents and grandparents before us did.  




For me, 





that is sometimes sticking my tongue out 






when I am really concentrating. 




 I don't think I would have been asked





 to dressed up in a Santa Claus suit in High School, 




if it were not for the fact that my grandfather and father 





had played the part at parties for decades before me.  




My first car loan was without paperwork at the bank, 





because I walked in with my well rooted grandfather 






who had been with the bank for 70 years.

Those of you who weed gardens 


know that roots vary.  

Some things are easy to pull out, 


others have root systems that spread throughout the bed 


and make complete removal almost impossible 



without tearing up the whole garden bed.  

But as mentioned earlier, 


we can have those roots in a nice fluffy garden bed 


or on solid rock cliffs.  

Paul's prayer is that we would have deep roots going down into love.  


This is agape love again.  


A love that is not deserved or earned, 



or necessarily mutually reciprocated. 

 If we start and end in love, 


power can be wonderful and well used.  



It no longer has to be feared or prevented.  

But if we have power rooted in anything else, 


self promotion, jealousy, nationalism,



 hatred, or moral ethics, 


that power is dangerous.  

But if our power is rooted in love, 


that power is world changing.

This is what Paul is praying for the church, 


that their power would be found through Jesus.  

Or said differently, 


found through love.  

One and the same.  

If we start here, 


we are well on our way to be able to grasp the love of Christ, 


to know this love that surpasses anything we can figure out on our own.

Paul seems to be going around in circles here, 


because the love starts with Jesus, 


leads to Jesus, 


and the love is sustained Jesus, 



until it reaches the conclusion, 




Jesus.  

His way of serving has turned the world upside down 


and changes how we approach everything.  

It is why the church still exists today 


despite all the attempts to take it down. 


Despite what the people do, 

the church is ultimately sustained by Jesus and his love. 


So human failure can not end it.  


Jesus returning in his fullness will end it, 



because we will no longer need to point to Jesus and his love.  

All will see Jesus and his love.  


We will just need to live in the power of his love.

We don't have to wait for that day to live there though.  


Paul prays 


and God has made it clear through the giving of the Holy Spirit to us now, 



that we are supposed to live in that power now.  



That we have access to more power 




than we know what to do with.  

And yes, 


that power rooted in something besides love, 



will cause destruction.  


But that is why we have the Spirit with us, 



like a governor in a car that will only let you go so fast.  


According to Buick, 



my friend Cale and I never needed to get to Livingston 




any faster than 120 mph.  

The Spirit will be there to put on the brakes 


if you are too filled with love and power of God.  

But I don't think we test the limits of the Spirit too often.  

It is more likely that the Spirit spends more time 


just trying to get us to try out the car 



instead of taking the bus or walking.  


To touch the gas pedal 



and see what is possible.  

We prefer to treat the Spirit like we are driving in a school zone most of the time.  


It is orderly 


and there is no chance of getting hurt.  



We can control everything at 15 mph.

Going 15 mph doesn't allow you to explore the boundaries 

like 120 mph does.  


Going 120 mph 



allows you to see 8 times more how wide, 



long, 



high and deep the love of Christ is.  

Even at this high speed, 


we will not find the end.  

I think we have seen this in some of the medical trials 


our brothers and sisters have undergone.  

We find ourselves baffled at how they have endured so much for so long.  


The reason we are baffled, 



is because they have broken past where we thought the love of God ended 




time and time again.  


What we thought was the end of what God was able to do, 



was just another mile marker 




on the road that stretched beyond our vision.

I am encouraged by these words of Paul 

and by our actions as a congregation 


that we might be prepared to push past some old boundaries in the coming year.  

Our finances were way healthier than I was expecting this year.  

People are participating in things they have not before.  

We are taking on one of the biggest community service projects of the year 


in the Rec Center sale, 



so that we care for our planet, 



care for our neighbors, 



and have a chance to share the love of Christ 




with all who come through the doors.  

I pray that as we test these false limits, 


we see that they are just that, 

and move more deeply into the Love of Christ, 


so that others eyes might be opened to the love that is available to them.  


That they might come alongside us 



and spur our imagination to greater and new things, 


that we once thought impossible.  

God can do it.  


Do we want to be his hands and feet?  

We know his love is powerful.  


After all, 



it defeated death and sin.  

What else needs to be addressed?
