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E d i to r ’ s Vo i c e :
Good morning to you from The Road Home Community. I am a Lakota Sioux. I became
homeless while paying child support for 22 years to the Matheson Courthouse.
This is a reminder to keep up with your hygiene. Men, women, and families carry yourself with
pride. In June the veterinarian will come by to help with all pets. This will be the time to register
your dogs and get their shots and get your papers on them.
How did you become homeless? What are your plans? Remember that life does go on.
Community Commandments: Honor your parents, don’t steal, help with crime and violence, quit
fighting, help one another, take time with others, take care of hygiene, don’t underestimate your
elders or senior citizens, respect discipline and manners, and help keep the community clean.
Pick up after yourself inside and outside.
Please note all homeless: we are organizing! We meet each Tuesday 2PM in the Weigand Center
Class Room. Come and find out how we can have a say so for our own community.
Gloria Red Bear
E d i t o r i a l P o l i c y o f “ T h e C o m m u n i t y Vo i c e :
T h e s e l e c t i o n s t h a t a r e p u b l i s h e d i n “ T h e C o m m u n i t y Vo i c e ” a r e w r i t t e n b y
t h o s e i n t h e R i o G r a n d e H o m e l e s s C o m m u n i t y. O f f e n s i v e w o r d s a n d
personal attacks are not allowed. Both public and private organizations
may be criticized. Personal stories describing the experience of being
homeless or life experiences that contributed to be homeless are valued.
There will be no editorial corrections or revisions other than addressing the
above items that are not allowed. The editor makes no attempt to verify
the truth of the submitted comments or stories. $5 will be paid to the
a u t h o r f o r e v e r y p i e c e a c c e p t e d b y t h e e d i t o r.
The public is invited to comment by using the following email address
thevoiceofriogrande@gmail.com
Gloria Red Bear
E d i t o r, T h e C o m m u n i t y Vo i c e

The News Corner by Carlos Mateo:
LOCAL NEWS:
Good turn-out at Pride Parade
17 people from the homeless community showed up to march in the 41st annual Utah Pride
Festival on Sunday the 5th of June
News Alert
A new club was formed by the Salt Lake City Marching and Chowder Club to help improve the
homeless community and to help the homeless transition form the shelter onto independent
lives. The name of the club is the Rio Grande Homeless Coalition (RGHC).

Fifteen people showed up for the first meeting of the club.
City Council Meeting
Four people from the Rio Grande Homeless Coalition were in attendance on Tuesday June 7 th for
a city council budget meeting. The members were there to get information on the proposed
changes to the Road Home, and they were informed that the process to begin building
additional locations will take up to two years. It’s an effort made possible by the signing of bill
HB436 by Gov. Herbert on March 25th, which will appropriate 27 million on over three years to
help improve homelessness in Utah. 9.25 million of that money will be used in Salt Lake. Two
locations are set to be built at the end of the two years for single men and women that will
include shelter areas as well as additional services designed to help people transition from
homelessness.
The Pioneer Park Coalition was also present at the meeting and were very adamant that they
wanted increase police presence in the Rio Grande area to combat homeless crime.
City Council Decision
The Salt Lake City Council made a decision after its meeting on Tuesday regarding the homeless
situation in the Rio Grande St. area. The council decided to appropriate $380,000 to make
improvements to the Pioneer Park and the Road Home. Most of the money will be used to make
improvements to the park like adding more porta potties and for clean-up. Some of the money
will also be used to increase police presence in the area to try to control homeless crime.
The council also announced that it will hire five new social workers for the Road Home.
A city commission will host homeless workshops
The Salt Lake City’s Homeless Services Site Evaluation Commission hosted five community
workshops to get feedback on how they can prioritize success criteria for the two new resource
facilities that will be built in the city and how they can be incorporated into the community. One
of those meetings took place locally at the St. Vincent de Paul’s Dinning Hall on Monday June 13
form 1pm to 3pm. This meeting was designed for the homeless community to attend and voice
their opinion on the issue.
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The Public Voice:
Reflections on the Homeless Services Public Workshop June 14, 2016:
The current Mayor of Salt Lake City commissioned a series of public workshops to discuss options
and plans for addressing the needs of those effected by homelessness, and I was able to attend
the workshop on June 14th of 2016. What follows will be my experience, reflections, and general
observations on the event.
I think overall, the policy makers were focused on the well-being of the population
being served. This was made apparent when a representative spoke about various concerns. He
said he understood that homeless people are unique, and that we should pay attention to the
uniqueness, rather than seeing the homeless as all the same. He used an analogy to drive this
point home: he works for the government, but his place is unique within that framework and not
like other positions, and he wouldn’t like to be treated as though he was the same as all other
government employees. He said that the public workshop was for the population themselves, that
the policy makers didn’t want to infringe on what was desired and needed by making decisions
without input and feedback. The goal, then, was diplomacy and democracy, as well as
conversation. I have been following policy decisions on behalf of the non-profit The Legacy
Initiative for over a year now, and in my previous writings, I have stressed the importance of
asking the homeless themselves what is needed, and not making unilateral decisions. I have
stressed this because the policy decisions will affect the homeless, and if their voice isn’t heard,
we haven’t accomplished much. However, it was made clear that this was part of the new
initiative, which was refreshing, and gave me inspiration and hope.
We were split up into tables, where we diplomatically discussed the issues at hand.
We were asked a series of questions and allowed to answer in depth. I was asked if the resources
are in a good place. I replied that I have reason to think that they are not, because there has been
clashing with the population we serve and the general public, leading to hostility, distrust, apathy,
and disconnection: There has been little community in my observation. However, I understood my
answer wasn’t definitive, such as when others commented that everything was located in a good
place. Perhaps the social issues are pronounced, but in differing and unexpected ways?
I was also asked if a single location for homeless services was better. I replied that I
think having the locations separate is good because the population is already dispersed, but I
acknowledged close proximity is good because all the necessary resources are in one place.
Overall, I have mixed feelings on how the facilities should be structured and located, though in the
past I have acknowledged that having them dispersed would be helpful because it would take the
strain off the community. This point was reinforced when a participant in the discussion described
the downtown resources as “The Block,” basically a place that feels like a jail, because it’s so
clustered and is therefore very stressful and intimidating.
Generally, we were asked where the facilities should be. In the past, when I
answered questions of this nature in various meetings and interactions, I have said that the
homeless deserve a community: They deserve what any citizen would like to have. How I
responded today was much informed by this belief, and so I said that having a place in a good
neighborhood, with parks, near public transit, and in an area with low crime, would be healthy for
the population being served. My major point was that making concessions like this would improve
the quality of life for the homeless. This was my important point, of making life as beautiful as it
could possibly be, given the circumstances.

I mention the next point only because it came up almost every other minute: Drugs are still
a major problem downtown. I don’t have much to comment on this, except that I hope an
effective strategy can be implemented soon so there are no more victims.
A participant at the table mentioned that there should be school activities for
kids. This was in reply to the question of what else would make this endeavor successful? I
replied that I agreed with this point, and that I felt that there needed to be ways for the
community to connect with the homeless, and vice versa. This could be implemented
through various public activities, volunteering opportunities, and general opportunities for
engagement. I commented off hand that it would be good for Boy Scouts, for instance, just
to get the creative thinking rolling. I commented that privacy is still important, but that I
emphasized community too.
I also emphasized education and compassionate leadership. My first thought
when I went to the workshop was how much I continually think education is a potential way
out of poverty, and that we must stress that. I also reiterated the idea of compassionate
leadership. I implied that this would be all across the board, including social workers, police
officers, and service providers. Compassion, I still believe, is key to getting this to work.
Overall, it was a successful conversation. It felt diplomatic and non-judgmental.
I was happy that the participants, who suffered from some form of homelessness it seemed,
were given the time of day, as were others in the facility. I know that talking about
homelessness is a complicated issue, and can get messy quickly, but we all seemed
determined to work through it and make the conversation intelligible and more importantly,
productive, for everyone. As someone who has been fighting for the homeless for years,
today was a refreshing day, because I was shown first hand that we are making progress. It’s
slow progress, but changes in leadership have seemingly made a difference, and the
homeless are being given more space in the public forum, which makes me happy.
I ran into one of my homeless friends, and he totally agreed with this
assessment, in fact made this assessment himself. Indeed, it seems that this population is
really being heard and listened to now. This doesn’t mean we’ve solved homelessness in
Utah and have solved the housing crisis, but we’ve made steps forward, and that must be
acknowledged, even for someone like me who knows things can get overly political fast.
Indeed, it was actually a really good experience for me. It was very down-toearth, very inclusive, inclusion of which I have emphasized since I’ve been writing about
these topics. It was a good experience for me personally because I have seen the growth
over time and I have seen the changes. I believe my friend that he is being heard when he
says he’s being heard, for instance. I believe that we are moving in a good direction, and
though there is still much work to be done, we are on the way towards something good.
Indeed, the needs of the homeless are always changing, but what I sensed in the room was
people who wanted to make change, people who were ready for change, and people who
were willing to make change. This is crucial to the process.
And in all honesty, I can rally behind it, provided the integrity stays in place and
we continually push forward with the best interests of others at our core.

