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MARQUETTE COUNTY
QUILTERS ASSOCIATION
P.O. Box 411
Marquette, MI 49855
www.marquettequilters.com

February, 2017

Feb 1: It’s a Sewing Day-> work on a Nooker Quilt or your own project. Nooker
Kits will be available to sign out.
It’s a Potluck-> Bring a dish to share, and a snack if so desired
It’s a brief business meeting, to keep our guild rolling with this year’s plans.
And then Show and Tell - let’s see what you’ve been working on!
The program committee and Hospitality will set up at 1 pm, and welcome all
members to come at 1:30 pm or whenever your day permits. Stay as long as you
can and sew, sew, sew! Potluck at 5:30 pm, 6:30 pm meeting and then show and
tell, Sure do hope you will join others at Peter White Library’s Community Room!!!

Have You Renewed your Membership?!
Yes? Hooray!
Not yet? You can renew your MCQA membership NOW for the 2017 year. How?
Find Barb Bennett or Mary Stunkard during the February meeting
or
By postal mail to: MCQA attn Membership
P.O. Box 411
Marquette MI 49855
Include your full name, your current phone number/s, your postal address, your email address, and
annual dues $15.00. And please print clearly. :-)
The March MCQA Newsletter will be the last one sent to members from the 2016 roster.
And the updated membership list will go out soon after the March meeting.
HINT: renew to keep in touch with your quilty buddies in MCQA.
Learn, Share. Laugh. Be inspired. Meet old friends and new.

2017

Autumn
Comforts
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Counting down to October 21 & 22!!!

Members have spoken:
Featured Quilter: Esther Johnson
Congratulations, Esther!
Judging will be available as in past
shows

The next meeting of the show
committees will be Saturday February
4 @ 10am upstairs at Ben’s.
Volunteers needed to fill these chairs: Door prizes, Hanging co-chair, Security, Featured quilter. Talk
to Judy P or Tracey to learn more about these roles and the support you would have in fulfilling these
jobs.
————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————
Registration: Start Sewing ……… Get those quilts, wall hangings and quilt related items ready to
register and show for the quilt show. We are working on the registration on line site now so you will be
able to register with ease. We will also have the paper friendly form you can register with also.
Remember every action starts with a thought so keep THINKING about quilts you might show in our FALL
2017 AUTUMN COMFORTS QUILT SHOW . You may have an old quilt with history in it for the bed turning
category or you might have a beautiful wall hanging someone made for you. Even if your quilt was
made a few years ago, if it hasn’t been shown in our shows before, it can be registered for this show
coming up.
So think and create now so you are ready to register in July. The deadline to register will be
SEPTEMBER 1 for our OCTOBER 21st and 22nd show.
Your Registration Team – Jeanne, Teresa, Carol
————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————
Raffle Quilt “Superior Sea” is being quilted now (!) and soon will be available for display at raffle
ticket sales events. Raffle ticket packets will be distributed to members at the February meeting,
so even if you cannot stay to sew, please come by to get your raffle tickets to sell. A photo of the
raffle quilt will be printed for members to assist with ticket sales as soon as the quilting and binding are
completed - soon. In the mean time, a digital photo of the quilt top will be electronically sent to all
members to show with a smart phone or device.
————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————
MCQA Challenge 2017 - Soul of Superior Following the theme set by the raffle quilt “Superior Sea,”
our member-only challenge for the show is titled “Soul of Superior.” Quilts submitted will be one of the
Special Exhibits, and is a great place to showcase the talent among our guild. Perimeter of these quilts
must be a total of 120 inches or less. Start your soul-searching to find a way to express in fiber an
image, a feeling, a memory, a potential, a facet of our lake to celebrate.
————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————
Vendors have been invited, including our area’s newest shop, Whispering Pines in AuTrain.

Greetings

mcqa
charity
news
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I took a drive up to Ishpeming this past month to work with the gals on the
neo-natal quilts. (FYI, they meet at the Gossard Building the 2nd Thursday
of the month from 10am until 2pm. If you take a notion and would like to
join them, give one of the girls, or me, a call. I was there for the first time
and it’s a little tricky to find your way upstairs to where the group is
meeting). We did get quite a bit accomplished. What a lovely group of
women!

A couple of the Marquette gals are finding it a bit more difficult to get up
that way (for various reasons). So, a couple of us decided to check out the
idea of creating a new friendship group, an extension of the Ishpeming group (not a
replacement). We checked out a couple of possibilities for a meeting place. Jim at Ben
Franklin has offered the use of his space upstairs.
I know, you’re thinking “what about carrying our stuff up those stairs”. There will be help
available for those who need it. Jim is also willing to let us store a few things, which is
incredibly kind of him. He did ask that we park in the lower parking area, leaving space in his
regular parking lot for customers. We can pull up to the door to unload, but then move our
vehicles to that lower area.
The group will meet at Ben’s (upstairs) the 1st Thursday of each month from 10am until 2pm.
Our first meeting will be February 2, 2017. You are welcome to work on neo-natal quilts or any
other of the MCQA charitable projects. Maybe we can come up with a name for our new group
(or not). How’s ‘bout the “Charity Ball” ☺ (or not).
Your charity cheerleader, Karen S.

And a note from Alice, about Nooker Quilts for Bay Cliff ~

Miss Karen from Bay Cliff has informed us that using flannel in Nooker quilts is
acceptable. As you probably are aware, we have no flannel in the charity stash, so
any substitutions are entirely up to you.
As announced earlier via email, twelve Nooker kits were delivered to Ben's on
January 12 for members who wish to pick them up there. Alice will also bring kits
to the February 1 guild sewing day, as well as accept any finished quilts people
wish to turn in at time. Finished quilts will be delivered to Bay Cliff about June 1.

Just in case you missed it, here are notes from Judy’s great program:

Trapunto
Demonstration by Judy Parlato January 4, 2017
There are 7 simple steps to completing trapunto by machine:
1. Mark the trapunto design on quilt top.
2. Layer trapunto batting behind design.
3. Quilt trapunto design using water soluble thread.
4. Trim trapunto batting.
5. Layer quilt with regular batting and pin.
6. Quilt the quilt! both the trapunto designs
and background fills.
7. Finishing – soak in cool water, block to dry.

Want to learn more?
Watch youtube.com videos on trapunto like:
ABC’s of Trapunto by Patsy Thompson
You-tube videos by Karen McTavish (get excited about
McTavishing)
Read books and articles by:
Hari Walner – Exploring Machine Trapunto: New
Dimensions
Geta Grama – Shadow Trapunto Quilts
Karen McTavish –The Secrets of Elemental Quilting:
Innovative Quilting Designs Plus Trapunto Tips and Tricks
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Weather Reminder: Normally if the Marquette public schools are
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cancelled due to weather, we don’t meet. Assume the meeting is
cancelled unless you get an email or phone call. And, judge for yourself
the driving conditions in your part of the county!

Marquette County Quilters Association
Meeting Minutes
January 4, 2017
Call to Order at 6:35 pm by incoming President Laura Reilly
1. Welcome, Guests, Refreshments
Laura introduced herself, welcomed Pauline’s guest Gwen S from Romeo, MI, and thanked Chris
Jenkins, Alice Johnson, Pamela Ruege and the Hospitality committee for this evening’s snacks.
2. Approval of Minutes
Minutes of the November 2, 2016 meeting were available for review. Tracy moved to accept, Jen
seconded, and the minutes were accepted by vote.
3. Treasurer’s Report
Incoming Treasurer Grace Terpening reports the audit of 2016 is planned by outgoing Treasurer Susan
Vore to be done next week, after which the accounts will be turned over to Grace. Grace will present a
financial report at the next meeting.
4. Secretary’s Report
Jeanne Baumann reports two items of correspondence available to view during the break:
• Our sister guild, Thunderbay Quilters, sent a holiday greeting card to us with signatures of 29
members. Chris W suggested we send this group a Valentine’s Day greeting. Jeanne will gather
signatures on a card to send after the February meeting.
• The Craftgard Co. sent a flyer promoting their portable quilt display stand. See www.craftgard. com
5. Old Business
Review of Charity Projects 2016
Karen Sanford reports 13 bed size quilts were delivered to the Women’s Center for Harbor House, and
a thank you note was received. Our goal was 6 quilts. Barb Bennett and Karen Sanford coordinated
this effort. There are still 2 quilts awaiting finishing. Over the years, the Neonatal group has provided
373 baby quilts to the local neonatal unit, including 54 quilts in 2016. Bay Cliff Health Camp received
47 Nooker quilts for children age 3 -6, coordinated by Alice Johnson, Nancy Henderson and Joan
Kaukola. Chris Wiik delivered 8 cot quilts and 10 pillowcases. The Christmas charity efforts provided
60 teddy bears with sweaters and quilts, and 69 small purses delivered to the Salvation Army and St.
Vincent dePaul in Gwinn, Ishpeming, and Marquette. Teresa Zielinski coordinated these deliveries.
There are some smaller teddybear size quilts for next year in our storage.
Show Update
Judy Parlato reports four committee jobs remain to be filled: Door prizes, Hanging, Security, Featured
quilter. Members are urged to submit their votes for Featured Quilter tonight, as the selection will be
made at the next Committee meeting. The poll of members showed a desire to have the option of
quilts being judged. The raffle permit is in hand, tickets are being printed, and will be distributed to
members starting at the February meeting. The next Committee meeting will be at Ben Franklin at 10
am on Saturday, January 7.
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6. New Business
New Member Buddies
Mary Stunkard requested current members willing to serve as a buddy to a new member sign
up, as the list of potential buddies has been depleted over the years. The new member will receive a
card explaining they have a buddy assigned to help them establish in the guild, and the current
member will receive a card outlining how to be a buddy and asking for them to make the first contact
with the new member.
MCQA Plans for 2017: Charities, Programs
Charity Projects 2017
Karen Sanford states the seasonal plan for charity quilting efforts has worked well, and will be
sustained in 2017: members may work on any of these projects throughout the year. A request was
made to update the charity quilt specifications on the website and in membership packets. Ongoing
Neonatal quilts are done by an open group meeting each second Tuesday of the month in the Gossard
Building in Ishpeming. Confirm this information with coordinator Ann Pillote. Nooker quilts will be
coordinated by Alice Johnson, need to be done by May, with a goal in the low 30’s. Kits are being
assembled now. Quilts finish to 40 “ by 50”, are generally made with (80) 5.5 inch squares, are sewn
entirely by machine so they handle frequent washing, can have pieced backs, can be simply quilted
with a serpentine stitch along the seam lines. The guild fabric and batting stash is available but
donations of children’s colorful fabrics are welcome, especially 1 1/2 yard pieces for backing.
Christmas ‘critters’ are being purchased at Kohl’s this year to provide an alternative to teddy bears.
Tracey Cairati and Susan Vore are initiating this. Quilts should be about 24 “ square, and sweaters
sized as done in the past. Specific plans for Harbor House and other Christmas charities to be
developed.
Programs 2017
Carol Luoma reported preliminary program plans for meeting dates made by Tracey Cairati,
Pamela Ruege, and herself, but ideas from membership are appreciated. Two or three sewing days
will be planned during the year. Many members will be unavailable on July 5. Membership indicated
an interest in Blotto being offered 4 times this year, volunteers to offer the block pattern are
encouraged. August’s program will be on half-square triangles and in September members will
exchange blocks made with August’s plans. In November members will show quilts made with their
exchange blocks.
Laura encouraged a volunteer to chair or co-chair a public event for National Quilting Day on
Saturday, March 18. Planning needs to start soon.
7. Next Meeting February 1, 2017 at Community Room, Peter White Public Library, Sewing Day,
meet at 1:30 pm or when you can, potluck dinner at 5:30 pm, business meeting at 6:30 pm. Bring a
dish to share, and snacks as desired. Nooker quilt kits will be available, or work on a project of
your choice.
Meeting adjourned at 7:15 pm, followed by Show and Tell, break time, and Judy Parlato’s program on
Trapunto.
Jeanne Baumann, Secretary

An interesting item from Threads magazine, available at PWPL:
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READERS’ QUESTIONS – EXPERT ANSWERS
Q: My pinking shears have started to chew up fabric and I think
they need to be sharpened. It's difficult enough for me to find
someone to sharpen my straight-edged scissors locally; no one will
come near my pinking shears. What should I do?
-Jacqui Tapia, via email
A: Patricia Keay, a sewing instructor and author, replies:
Pinking-shear sharpening is a specialty skill, even for scissor
sharpeners. I called around and only two out of nine within a 50-mile
radius of the major metropolitan area where I live could do it.
However, sending them to an expert is an option no matter where
you live. Pat Priest from Simply Sharper in Wisconsin
(SimplySharper.com) spoke to me in detail about sharpening pinking shears, and I sent him two
dull pairs to sharpen. The shears came back beautifully sharp. His prices are reasonable, and the
shears were back in days. My pinking shears are like new and are a pleasure to work with again.
There is a frequently suggested alternative method, but it is not one I can recommend: cutting
through aluminum foil. It hadn't worked for me in the past, but in the interest of scientific rigor, I
retried it and documented it-every variation of it-on five pairs of dull pinking shears. Not one was
improved in the least. Besides that, Pat at Simply Sharper says it can damage your shears.
This article was originally featured in the Q&A department of Threads #189 (February/March 2017).
A recent survey by AQS found 80% of respondents owned pinking shears.

Pantone Color of the Year
2017

The write-ups, from places as
diverse as Forbes to the New York
Times, as well as pantone.com,
use words like refresh, revive,
restore, renew, replenish, regenerate,
rejuvenate, reinvigorate, re-oxygenate. I am
so glad I live in our U.P. where I can do all
those re-things by taking a walk in the woods.

Fabric print by Emily Truong, on
Spoonflower
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Quilters! Get out your calendar for these upcoming events:
National Quilting Day, Saturday, March 18!!!
Yes! We will have a National Quilting Day program!
Laura says “Gerry Nault kindly volunteered to co-chair the
event with me (Thanks Gerry!) Save the date of
Saturday, March 18, 2017. The location will likely be the
MACC in the Library. Gerry and I will be planning the
activities, which should include inviting the public to sew a
make-and-take project, a display of quilts, refreshments,
and a display of quilty books from PWPL. If you have any
ideas to add to this or are willing to volunteer, tell Gerry or
Laura.”

Fiber Arts Heads-Up!

Celebrate the U.P.!!

Details are not yet out, but stay
tuned! One of the guest artists
and speakers at the upcoming
Celebrate the U.P.!! event being
held by the Upper Peninsula
Environmental Coalition in
Marquette on March 24-25 will
be Mary Burns, author and
weaver from Mercer, Wisconsin.
Take a look at her incredible,
nature-inspired weaving, Manitowish River Studio:
manitowishriverstudio.com
MCQA Spring Retreat returns to the Rapid River Lodge in May. Stay tuned for details to come
on a wonderful, relaxing, productive, friendship-building, immersion in the best of MCQA and the
UP’s beautiful environment. If you have participated in the past, you know. If you haven’t, do come!

9
MCQA 2017 Board of Directors
President:

Laura Reilly

Past President: Tracey Cairati

MCQA 2017 Committees
Charity Quilt Coordinator: Karen Sanford
Neonatal: Ann Pillote, Erna Roever
Bay Cliff Nookers; Alice Johnson

V.P. Programs: Carol Luoma, Pamela

Harbor House: Barb Bennett, Karen
Sanford

Reuge, Tracey Cairati
V.P Publicity:
Secretary:

Christmas Charities; Susan Vore,
Tracey Cairati

Karen Sanford

Jeanne Baumann

Treasurer: Grace Terpening

Historian: Judy Parlato
Hospitality: Laurie Short, Connie Hagle,
Gerry Nault
Library: Jen St.Martin
Membership: Mary Stunkard, Barb
Bennett
Newsletter: Jeanne Baumann
Property/Equipment: Alice Johnson
Quilt Show Co-Chairs: Judy Parlato,
Tracey Cairati
Retreats/ Workshops: Carol Luoma,
Tracey Cairati, Judy Parlato

Check out the timely 2017 updates on our website,
www.marquettequilters.com
Putting our mission, accomplishments and member benefits out there
to the internet universe!

What’s the buzz?

Send your quilting news and views to

★Website: quilters@marquettequilters.com
★Newsletter: mcqanewsletter@yahoo.com
Deadline for March news: Feb. 15, publish on Feb. 22, Meeting March 1

★MCQA Facebook Group - check with Laura Reilly or any FB group
member for an invitation to join this closed FB group of MCQA
members. Lots of late breaking news,
project pictures, tips and more!
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Superior Sea
Autumn Comforts 2017 Raffle Quilt
Queen Size
A photo of the quilt will be provided to members to assist with ticket sales when
the quilting and binding are complete. In the mean time a digital photo will be
sent electronically.

