FIRST SUNDAY

FEBRUARY 21, 2021



WELCOME

We welcome you to Mt. Hermon Lutheran Church!
If you are worshipping with us for the first time, WELCOME,
If you are worshipping again, WELCOME BACK.
If you need anything, just ask one of the ushers or greeters.
If you would like to discuss discipleship at Mt. Hermon,
Pastor Gina would love to speak with you!

Again welcome ...

PRE-SERVICE You Raise Me Up

James M Stevens Music © 2002 Peermusic/Hal Leonard/One License

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Please see the Community Announcements in the back section of the bulletin. Please note
that all congregation responses are printed in Bold and Italics.

We are silent as we prepare our hearts for worship.

PRELUDE A Mighty Fortress Is Our God

Brant Adams @ OneLicense #64630

THE GATHERING

We stand and face the baptismal font.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, F one God,
the keeper of the covenant,

the source of steadfast love,

our rock and our redeemer.

Amen.



CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

As broken children, we begin worship by acknowledging our sinfulness and asking for God’s
forgiveness.

God hears us when we cry, and draws us close in Jesus Christ. Let us
return to the one who is full of compassion.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Fountain of living water,

pour out your mercy over us.

Our sin is heavy, and we long to be free.

Rebuild what we have ruined

and mend what we have torn.

Wash us in your cleansing flood.

Make us alive in the Spirit

to follow in the way of Jesus,

as healers and restorers of the world you so love. Amen.

Beloved, God’s word never fails.

The promise rests on grace:

by the saving love of Jesus Christ,

the wisdom and power of God,

your sins are vy forgiven, and God remembers them no more.
Journey in the way of Jesus.

Amen.



A Mighty Fortress Is Our God

Augsburg Fortress © OneLicense #57291
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GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

KYRIE

Augsburg Fortress #SB153820

0
74

Z
fania

[
o o -

—

In

. [#]
] e ® ’

peace, let us pray to the Lord.

Lord,

have mer - ¢y

Do

[#]

For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God,

Mo

[#]

and for the unity of all, let us pray to the

NO

Lord,

have mer - cy.

Lord.

N

==

For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise,

0
yan
d P [ _J [ _j [ _j P

%ﬁn . @ » z

let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
0
A
Do | i

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gra - cious Lord. A -

5

men.



PRAYER OF THE DAY

We pray together.

Holy God, heavenly Father, in the waters of the flood you saved
the chosen, and in the wilderness of temptation you protected
your Son from sin. Renew us in the gift of baptism. May your
holy angels be with us, that the wicked foe may have no power
over us, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and

forever. Amen.
We sit.

THE WORD

READING: Genesis 9:8-17
A reading from Genesis.

8God said to Noah and to his sons with him, 9“As for me, I am
establishing my covenant with you and your descendants after you,
10and with every living creature that is with you, the birds, the
domestic animals, and every animal of the earth with you, as many
as came out of the ark. 1] establish my covenant with you, that
never again shall all flesh be cut off by the waters of a flood, and
never again shall there be a flood to destroy the earth.” 12God said,
“This is the sign of the covenant that I make between me and you
and every living creature that is with you, for all future generations:
13] have set my bow in the clouds, and it shall be a sign of the
covenant between me and the earth. 14When I bring clouds over the
earth and the bow is seen in the clouds, !°I will remember my
covenant that is between me and you and every living creature of all
flesh; and the waters shall never again become a flood to destroy all
flesh. 1°When the bow is in the clouds, I will see it and remember the
everlasting covenant between God and every living creature of all
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flesh that is on the earth.” 17God said to Noah, “This is the sign of
the covenant that I have established between me and all flesh that is

on the earth.”

The word of God for the people of God.

Thanks be to God.

HYMN O Lord, throughout These Forty Days
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READING: 1 Peter 3:18-22
A reading from 1st Peter.

18Christ also suffered for sins once for all, the righteous for the
unrighteous, in order to bring you to God. He was put to death in
the flesh, but made alive in the spirit, 19in which also he went and
made a proclamation to the spirits in prison, 2°who in former times
did not obey, when God waited patiently in the days of Noah, during
the building of the ark, in which a few, that is, eight persons, were
saved through water. 21And baptism, which this prefigured, now
saves you—not as a removal of dirt from the body, but as an appeal
to God for a good conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus
Christ, 22who has gone into heaven and is at the right hand of God,
with angels, authorities, and powers made subject to him.

The word of God for the people of God.
Thanks be to God.

We stand.
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GOSPEL: Mark 1:9-15

The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark the 1st chapter
Glory to you, O Lord.

°In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was
baptized by John in the Jordan. 19And just as he was coming up out
of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and the Spirit
descending like a dove on him. 1!And a voice came from heaven,
“You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.”

12And the Spirit immediately drove him out into the wilderness.
13He was in the wilderness forty days, tempted by Satan; and he was
with the wild beasts; and the angels waited on him.

14Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee,
proclaiming the good news of God, »and saying, “The time is
fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near; repent, and believe
in the good news.”

The gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ.
We sit.

CHILDREN’S TIME Stop sign or a Slow Down sign

PRAYER OF PREPARATION

Please pray with me the prayer of preparation.

Holy God, you have a word for me today. Make my heart soft
and plant your word in me in order that it may bear fruit in
your kingdom. Amen.

SERMON What gets your attention



We stand.

HYMN Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word

Public Domain

0 4 |
7 # | | '
s | |
ANV = ‘ ‘ = &
J
1 Lord, keep wus stead-fast 1in  your word,; curb those who
2 Lord Je - sus Christ, your pow’r make known, for you  are
3 0O Com - fort - er of price - less worth, send peace and
n H 1 b J 1 I
& ) . ———
by de - ceit or sword would wrest the king-dom from your Son
Lord of lords a - lone; de - fend your ho - ly church, that we
u - ni -ty on earth; sup - port us in our fi - mnal strife
0 4 J
7 | .
= . . i
7 o
and bring to naught all he has done.
may sing your praise e - ter - mnal - ly.
and lead us out of death to life.

APOSTLES’ CREED
Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith with the Apostles’ Creed.
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
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and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Relying on the promises of God, we pray boldly for the church, the
world, and all in need. We pray for communities of faith far and
near, and for all who show the face of Christ throughout the world.
Today, we pray for our neighboring church Mt. Hebron Methodist
Church. May you continue to use them to spread the Gospel.

After each petition:
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

The Prayers conclude:
We entrust ourselves and all our prayers to you, O faithful God,
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

We sit.

OFFERING

We give our monetary offering to support Christ’s mission in this place and
around the world in gratitude of God’s amazing grace. You may contribute any
time by visiting www. WeAreMtHermon.com and click on “On-line Giving.” You
may also mail your check to 3011 Leaphart Road, West Columbia, SC 29169.
Thank you for your gifts and your stewardship.

OFFERING A Lenten Prayer
Hal H. Hopson © OneLicense #99288
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We stand.

OFFERTORY Create in Me A Clean Heart
Augsburg Fortress © OneLicense #93324
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OFFERING PRAYER

We give thanks for these gifts and we pray together.
Faithful God,

you walk beside us in desert places,

and you meet us in our hunger with bread from heaven.
Accompany us in this meal,

that we may pass over from death to life

with Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

THE MEAL

Christ is truly present in the most ordinary and unexpected of places.

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
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Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE

[t is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times

and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and

merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. You call your people
to cleanse their hearts and prepare with joy for the paschal feast,
that, renewed in the gift of baptism, we may come to the fullness of
your grace. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on
earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their
unending hymn:

SANCTUS Augsburg Fortress #SB153820
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
In the night in which he was betrayed...

With this bread and cup we remember our Lord’s Passover from
death to life as we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

O God of resurrection and new life:

Pour out your Holy Spirit on us

and on these gifts of bread and wine.

Bless this feast. Grace our table with your presence.
Come, Holy Spirit.

Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread.

Raise us up as the body of Christ for the world.

Breathe new life into us. Send us forth, burning with justice, peace,
and love.

Come, Holy Spirit.

With your holy ones of all times and places, with the earth and all
its creatures, with sun and moon and stars, we praise you, O God,
blessed and holy Trinity, now and forever. Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:
Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come,

thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
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as we forgive those

who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION

Jesus draws the whole world to himself.
Come to this meal and be fed.

peace.

Drive-In Communion on the 1st and 3 Sunday from 10:30-12:00. You may also
call the church office and schedule an additional time to receive communion.
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THE SENDING

BLESSING

You are what God made you to be:
created in Christ Jesus for good works,
chosen as holy and beloved,

freed to serve your neighbor.

God bless you P that you may be a blessing,
in the name of the holy and life-giving Trinity.

Amen.
HYMN I Want Jesus to Walk with Me
Augsburg Fortress © OneLicense #51526
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Lord, I want Je - sus to walk with me.
Lord, I want Je - sus to walk with me.

We sit. We are dismissed beginning from the rear by the ushers. Please remember to socially

distance yourselves as you exit the sanctuary.
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POSTLUDE He Leadeth Me: O Blessed Thought

Bradbury, Cherwien © 2002 Lorenz Publishing

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS

FLOWERS are given to the glory of God and in honor of Jacob
Marsh’s 21st birthday. Mom, Dad & Poppy

Sunday Evening Lenten
Services

6:30 pm

In-person and
LiveStreamed

2021 Altar Flowers
Sign-up board is in the office
hallway. You can sign-up when
in the church or by calling the
church.

Upcoming open dates:

Mar 14t
Apr 18", Apr 25

Copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License
#SB153820. New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the
Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Copyright © 2021 OneLicense.com. Annual
License A-730945 Used by permission Reprinted / podcast / streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-730945. All rights
reserved. Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission.
Copyright © 2021 Christian Copyright Licensing International. Annual License #2016869. All rights reserved. Copyright © Concordia
Publishing House, cph.org. Used by permission
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Tithes, and Offering for 02/14/2021
Live Stream Worship 143 + In-person 24 = 167
Sunday School via Zoom = 9

Current & Benevolent Received $4,458.65
Building Improvement Received $275.00
Growing on Holy Ground Received $1,160.00

Honorariums and Memorials (all funds)

In memory of Harold Prater by Ann Bouknight, Bob & Doris Carver,
Terry & Allison Swygert, Annette Price

In memory of Ray Prater by Ann Bouknight, Bob & Doris Carver,
Terry & Allison Swygert, Annette Price, Ellie Jane Wise, Frank &
Linda Yonce

In memory of Virginia Kiser by Ann Bouknight, Terry & Allison
Swygert

In memory of Lila Catt by Terry & Allison Swygert

Tithe.ly Online Giving.

You may download the Tithely app and select

Mt. Hermon Lutheran Church 3011 Leaphart Road
Or you may give from our website at www.mthlc.com

and select Online Giving
http:/ /www.WeAreMtHermon.com/online-giving.html

Your continued financial support to the work of God at Mt. Hermon is
needed. You may drop your check in the US Mail: 3011 Leaphart
Road, West Columbia, SC 29169. You may also drop it in the locked
box on Leaphart Road. Some of you have taken advantage of banks
mailing a check straight to Mt. Hermon. Many of you are taking the
opportunity to use online giving. Thank you for your financial and
spiritual support to Mt. Hermon!
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MT HERMON PRAYS ...

Community Church Mt. Hebron Methodist Church, 3050 Leaphart Road
Continual Prayers

Patricia Bachman, Carolina Gardens Gennar Kiser, home

Alberta Berry, home Rev. Everette Price, home
Hazel Bockus, Carolina Gardens June Roof, Rapha

Lyle Bockus, Springdale Home Tom Roof, home

Nell Buff, home Lena Wessinger, Presby. Home

Margie Hook, home

Members in Special Need of Prayer
*Shirley Cooper Buddy Hydrick Jo Leach Marvin Mathias
Jane Sexton

Family and Friends Who Have Requested Our Prayers

Martha Eastwood, sister of Marie Kleckley

Eric Powell, friend of Kim Fulmer

David Hydrick, cousin of Buddy Hydrick

Clara Shultz, friend of Sheila Starkey

Debbie Smith & family, niece of Dennis & Cyndi Thurman
Sarah Hiltz, granddaughter of Buddy & Angie Hydrick
Charlotte & Paul Nelson, friends of Herb Bucknam
Richard Lindler, friend of Marion & Cyndi Leaphart

Robert Lindler, father of Cassie Swygert

Bob Eastwood, brother-in-law of Marie Kleckley

Molly Kate Shealy, friend of Jean Shealy

Chuck Bachman, nephew of Jean Shealy

Floyd Fuller, uncle of David Marsh

Dawn Mcllwain-Merck, friend of Robin Ellisor

Gary & Linda Hodgin, friends of Herb Bucknam

Kathy Brown, friend of congregation

Donnie Shumpert, brother-in-law of Andrea Bowers & Jan Schofield
Tressa Oswalt, sister of Angie Hydrick

Don Cope, friend of Ricky & Fran Bouknight

The Logan Sharpe family, teammate/ friend of Skyler Miller
Don Freeman, friend of Marion & Cyndi Leaphart

Jessica Drigger’s mother, friend of Denise Thurman

Iris Wellborn, sister of Earl Sease

Bill Harrell, friend of Ryan & Jennifer Price

Don Morris, father of Keith Morris

Richie Tallent, friend of Danny Scott

Mandy McLemore, co-worker of Amanda Boyd, Kim Addy, & Alyson Price
John Catoe, family of Ellisors

*Dr. Kay Moore, friend and co-worker of Cyndi Leaphart
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www.WeAreMtHermon.com
3011 Leaphart Road

West Columbia, SC 29169
Mt. Hermon Lutheran Church 803.794.6430

Monday - Friday = 9:00 am - 1:00 pm

Rev. Gina D. Metze, Pastor 803.951.3784 PastorGina@WeAreMtHermon.com
Ruthie Brannen, Director of Music Ruthie@WeAreMtHermon.com
Susan LaCons, Parish Administrator 803.794.6430 Susan@WeAreMtHermon.com
Matt Hansen, Seminarian Matthew.Hansen@my.lr.edu

CONGREGATIONAL OFFICERS

Ronnie Fulmer, President Marion Leaphart, Vice President
Robin Ellisor, Secretary Parker Boulware, Treasurer
Annette Price, Financial Secretary Ricky Bouknight & Terry Swygert, Sextons

THIS WEEK’S EVENTS

Sunday, February 21 — First Sunday in Lent
9:00 am Worship — In-Person and Live Stream
10:30 - 12:00 Drive-In Communion
3:00 pm Confirmation Class via Zoom
6:30 pm Lenten Service — In-person and Live Stream

Wednesday, February 24"
9:00 - 11:00 Food Pantry (Ann Bouknight, Annette Price, Sharon Keefe)

Friday, February 23™
12:00 pm Bulletins will be in mailboxes

Saturday, February 27
9:00 - 11:00 Food Pantry (Koon Family)

- — The Food Pantry needs any size diapers (adult &
‘§ — children). Please consider adding them to your
n shopping list. Thank you!




