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From Your 
Florida District Directors 

Bill and Cheryl Smith 
(FL1-A, FL1-B, FL1-M, FL2-A, FL2-O, FL2-R) 

 

Here it is August already.  Judging 
by the temperature outside, we’ve 
been in August for the past month or 
more!  Be sure to ride early or late in 
the day, take several breaks and 
hydrate regularly! 

Now that it is August, are you going 
to the Inaugural Eagle Wings 
Rendezvous August 31st – 
September 2nd, 2023?  If not, why 
not?  This is your one and only 
chance to attend the Inaugural 
Event!  If you are planning on going, 
have you registered yet?  If not, get 
it in right away!  You can do it easily 
online at the EWMA website, ewma-
world.org !  Do you have your hotel 
reservations?  The negotiated low 
prices at the host hotel, Crown 

Plaza, and others expire on July 31st, 
so get those reservations in right 
away!  This event will be not like any 
other you have attended before!  
Yes, there will be vendors and 
presentations, but the dinners will be 
better, the entertainment is 
excellent, the guest speakers will be 
interesting, the on-bike games will 
be FUN and enhance your riding 
skills all at the same time, the off-
bike games will be FUN as well; so 
get a move on and get registered 
right away to join us for the FUN, 
Friendship, Food and more FUN! 

Speaking of FUN at a rally, don’t 
forget to get registered and get your 
room reservations for the 2024 
Florida District Gathering of Friends 
for FUN Rally March 14th – 16th, 2024 
at the Best Western Gateway Grand 
in Gainesville, FL!  Go to the Rally 
Page on our website ewma-
florida.org to download the Rally 
Registration and to make your hotel 
reservations, again, right away!  The 
earlier you register and make your 
reservations the more choices you 
have.  More selection on choice of 
room, ability to get in on the First 
Aid / CPR class on the Wednesday 

(Continued on page 2) 
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March 13th, 1st choices of 
getting in on the Guided Rides, 
1st choices on the area tours in 
a van, etc, etc. Don’t forget the 
Thursday night dinner – you 
now have 3 choices to pick 
from! 

Everyone, please be safe and 
enjoy your summer trips, 
encourage all to join in on the 
FUN by attending the rallies and 
joining Eagle Wings Motorcycle 
Association!  Remember to put 
your name and member number 
on the application so you can 
get a free months membership 

up to 6 months just for signing 
folks up! 

Bill and Cheryl Smith 
Florida District Directors 

The FUNshine State, where 
FUN is #1! 

(Continued from page 1) 

Harry & Lynn Anderson 
Assistant District Directors 
District Hospitality Coordinators 

(FL1-H, FL2-D) 

O.K. gang… Let’s talk about 
four letter words. Boy I can just 
hear the footsteps running to 
delete what’s coming. Well, you 
know there are a LOT of four-
letter words. Oh, for instance... 
milk, best, work (well we all 
know that is a bad word), hair, 
test, I probably could go on and 
on, but let’s cut to the chase. 
The words I’m referring to are 
TALK and TEXT. Sitting with 
Harry at breakfast one morning, 
I looked around the restaurant 
and 95% of the people were on 
their cell phones. WHAT is 
HAPPENING PEOPLE??? 

There must have been seven or 
eight couples, and not one of 
them was having a 
conversation. (Maybe they were 
texting each other). What the 
hell (another 4-letter word!) 
happened to talking??? You 
know, where one person says 
something out loud and the 
other person answers. IT IS 
CALLED TALKING. No one, and I 
do mean NO ONE, picks up a 
phone and calls someone. Case 
in point: We sent our grandson 
an evil amount of money for 
graduation from college. After a 
week went by I called his dad 
and asked “Did so & so open his 
card with the money in it?” 
Three days later I get a text, 
“Thanks Guys for the money”. 
After staring at it for all of five 
minutes, I called and said “Got 
your text… But a phone call 
would have been better”! He 
thought it was a joke. 

Come on folks, start talking to 
each other in person and by 
phone calls. At the risk of 
sounding like an old foggy, I 

can remember anywhere from 
ten to eleven phone numbers. 
Yes sir, at times I was better 
than phone information. Not 
today. I’m lucky to remember 
my own house phone number.  
(Yes, I still have one!) 

But you know what… I guess 
it’s not going to change. Ah, to 
wonders of the modern world. 
No talking, just texting. How 
impersonal. 

This is thanks to Facebook:  
HATE has 4 letters, so does 
LOVE. ENEMIES has 7 letters, so 
does FRIENDS. LYING has 5 
letters, so does TRUTH. CRY has 
3 letters, but so does JOY. 
NEGATIVITY has 10 letters, but 
most of all so does POSITIVITY. 

Just a quick reminder to get 
your rooms for the March 
gathering. Believe me rooms are 
at a premium. DON’T BE LEFT 
OUT. This is really going to be 
ONE not to miss. 
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Dominick & Diane DeSiato 
District Safety /               

Ride Coordinators 

Addressing Hazards in 
the Roadway 

There are many different types 
of hazards you will encounter in 
the roadway while riding your 
motorcycle.  Striking objects with 
your motorcycle is much more 
dangerous and has much greater 
consequences than if you had 
struck the same object with a car, 
SUV or pick-up truck.  If you 
strike a pot hole, piece of truck 
tire, or any other substantial piece 
of debris with a 4-wheel vehicle 
the results might be a flat tire or 
some minor cosmetic damage.  If 
you struck the same object with a 
motorcycle the result could be a 
crash. 

Some types of hazards you might 
encounter in the roadway are as 
follows: 

1. Wet or dry grass clippings being 
blown into the road during 
mowing. 

2. Gravel kicked into the road by 
cars and trucks. 

3. Tree branches falling from trees 
above the road. 

4. Wet or dry leaves. 

5. Dirt washed onto the road 
during a rain storm. 

6. Deep puddles during or after a 
rain storm. 

7. Motorcycles or other vehicles 
approaching from the opposite 
direction intruding onto your side 
of the road going around a curve. 

8. Pieces of truck tire. (Florida 
Gator) 

9. And many more. 

Make sure if you have to 
surmount any of the potential 
slippery examples I have listed, 
you take as much lean as possible 
out of your bike to reduce the 
chance of sliding out and losing 
control.  No braking, down 
shifting or abrupt throttle 
deceleration while crossing over 
these areas. 

The best way to avoid any hazard 
is not to encounter it in the first 
place.  To be able to avoid a 
hazard you must see it soon 
enough and far enough away so 
you have enough time and space 
to avoid it.  Braking or swerving 
only works if you have enough 
time and distance to execute 
these maneuvers.  A person 
needs at least two seconds to 
react.  It takes about one second 
for your eyes to tell your brain 
something needs to be done. It 
takes about another second for 
your hands and feet to begin to 
move to accomplish whatever 
action is required.  Much 
literature has now been changed 
to three seconds being the 
minimum amount of reaction time 

required.  More is better.  The 
proper reaction time distance 
directly related to the proper 
following distance.  If you are 
closer than 2-3 seconds behind 
the vehicle in front of you, you 
will not have enough time and 
distance to react should some 
hazard appear.   

Riding at night reduces your 
reaction time even if there is not 
a vehicle in front of you.  There is 
a line between where your 
headlight is lighting the road and 
the darkness just beyond your 
headlight beam.  The distance of 
this line depends on your speed 
and headlight adjustment.  This 
line should also always be 2-3 
seconds ahead of you.  If that 
distance is shorter than 2-3 
seconds slow down accordingly. 

A legally, properly adjusted 
headlight is supposed to be 150 
ft. on low beam and 450 ft. on 
high beam.  At 50 mph, the 
distance of two second ahead you 
is already 150 ft.  If you are going 
faster, such as 70 mph on the 
interstate, you are already over 
riding your low beam headlight 
distance.  You can switch to high 
beam for additional distance.  
But, remember if you are running 
with your high beam on and 
another vehicle is approaching 
you from the opposite direction; 
legally you must switch back to 
low beam.  At that point, you are 
now drastically over riding your 
headlight distance. 

Ride safe and watch out for 
hazards! 
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Ed & Jeanette Carr 
Assistant District Safety / 

Ride Coordinators /   
District Rides 

Participation is the key to 
having the most FUN!  

District Calendar of Events: 

The First Eagle Wings 
Motorcycle Association 
Rendezvous Rally and Ride 
In will be at the Knoxville 

Convention Center, 701 Henley 
St, Knoxville, TN. August 31st, 
September 1 & 2nd. Get your 
registration in now. 

Georgia Ride-In, 15th& 16th 
of September – We’ll be there. 

North Carolina District Ride-
In, Sep 22 - 23, West Jefferson, 
NC 

Alabama, September 28th to 
30th – We’re going. 

Mississippi, October 26ththru 
28th – We’re not going to miss 
this one! 

Florida District Gathering of 
Friends for FUN. – will be at 
the Best Western Hotel & 
Resort, 4200 NW 97th Blvd, 

Gainesville, FL 32606-3724, 
March 14, 15 & 16th, 2024, 
Raffle to support Safety, 1st 
Drawing - $5000., 2nd Drawing 
- $500. & 3rd drawing – $250. 
Need not be present to win! 1 
book only $10.00  

Did I mention that 
Participation is the key to 

having the most FUN! 

Geno & Kathie Jette 
Assistant District Directors 
Rally Registration Coordinators 

Goodie Sales    
(FL1-F2, FL1-K, FL1-X & FL1-Y) 

National Aviation Day 
 August 19, 2023 

National Aviation Day 
commemorates the 
development of aviation all 

while seeking to promote and 
support the industry. In 1939, 
President Franklin D. Roosevelt 
proclaimed that National 
Aviation Day would be observed 
annually on August 19, the 
birthday of Orville Wright. 

Orville Wright, the younger of 
the two legendary Wright 
Brothers, was an American 
inventor and pioneer in aviation. 
Orville and his older brother 
Wilbur built the world's first 
successful airplane in 1903. In 
addition to National Aviation 
Day, in 1959, President 
Eisenhower declared December 
17th as the Wright Brothers' 

Day to commemorate the first 
flight of the Wright Brothers in a 
mechanically-propelled plane. 
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John Cain 
Assistant District Safety/
Ride Coordinator / Safety 

Presentations 

Correction 
In last month’s Florida District 
Newsletter, I attempted to 
emphasize that upper body lean
-into-a-turn is an effective 
method to optimize a trike’s 
turning performance. 
Unfortunately, in my zeal to 
emphasize body lean in my 
crude graphics, I inadvertently 
failed to keep my rider’s head 
and eyes level with the horizon 
as endorsed by the MSF. Look 

closely and evaluate the head 
and eye line orientation in these 
new photos and drawings. 

Many thanks to Dominick 
DeSiato for catching my error. 
Dominick pointed out that in a 
turn, bike or trike, the rider’s 
head and eyes should be kept 
as close to level with the 
horizon as possible. If you keep 
your head aligned with your 
body and not the horizon, this 
could adversely affect your 
balance sensing and lead to 
vertigo, although I believe this 
might be less of an issue on 
trikes than bikes. As for me 
personally, age has restricted 
my neck flexibility to the point 
that I generally cannot achieve 
the desired head tilt in tight 
turns on my trike. But, I do the 
best I can and keep trying! 

Ride safe and prosper! 

Friends for FUN, Safety & 
Riding. 
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Claudia Vega 
Assistant District Safety /

Ride Coordinator /          
First Aid/CPR  

IT IS HERE! – THE FIRST 
EVER EWMA WORLD WIDE 

CONVENTION! 

THERE IS ONLY A ONE TIME 
FIRST!  I hope you are as excited 
as I am and getting ready to 
attend the EWMA Rendezvous!  
This is an inaugural event and how 
many times do you get the 
opportunity to attend an inaugural 
event?  Well I am not going to miss 
this one.  I am registered, have my 
hotel reservation and already 
making list of stuff I have to pack 
for this trip.  I AM SO EXCITED.  I 
sure hope you are going too.  This 
is going to be so much FUN – DO 
NOT MISS IT! 

If you have stepped outside at all 
you know that it is very HOT.  We 
all have to be very careful and 
remember the magic words – 
HYDRATE, HYDRATE, and 
HYDRATE SOME MORE!   

Here is an article I would like you 
to read. This article is from the HSI 
blog (Health and Safety Institute) 
that I receive every month.  This is 
the company that we use for our 
First Aid / CPR courses. 

BEST PRACTICES FOR 
PREVENTING HEAT – 

RELATED EMERGENCIES 

High temperatures can be dangerous 
to people at work, home and play.  A 
hot environment with high humidity 
can lead to injury, illness and death. 

Heat-related illness are progressive, 
ranging from mild symptoms to life-
threatening conditions. 

1. Heat cramps are the earliest sign 
of heat illness.  These are hard, 
tense and painful muscle cramps 
of the hands, calves, feet and 
thighs or arms. 

2. Heat exhaustion can occur as a 
result of a rising internal 
temperature and dehydration.  
Signs of heat exhaustion include 
nausea, dizziness, muscle cramps, 
presyncope, headache, fatigue and 
heavy sweating. 

Good news is that heat illnesses are 
preventable.  Here’s what you need to 
know about preventing heat-related 
emergencies. 

WHO IS AT GREATER RISK 
OF HEAT ILLNESSES? 

According to the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention (CDC), the 
following groups are at higher risk and 
heat illness. 

• Infants and young children up to 4 
years of age 

• Older adults aged 65 and older 

• People who work in a humid 
environment or do outdoor work 
or exercise (e.g. athletes, military 
personnel, workers who wear 
protective clothing like firefighters, 
etc.) 

• People who are overweight or 
have existing medical conditions 
(e.g. diabetes or heart disease) 

• Low income and socially isolated 
individuals. 

Note that consumption of alcoholic 
drinks or certain medications can also 
increase risk as they might impair the 
body’s ability to regulate its 
temperature or inhibit perspiration. 

HOW TO PREVENT A HEAT – 
RELATED MEDICAL 

EMERGENCY 

For those exposed to hot 
temperatures, preventing heat – 
related emergencies can be achieved 
with three very simple actions early 
on: water, rest and shade. 

Drinking plenty of fluids and resting 
from the heat in shady areas are some 
of the best ways to prevent heat 
illness. 

Other protective measures include 
wearing sunscreen and appropriate 
clothing (choose lightweight, loose – 
fitting clothing in light colors) and 
staying in an air-conditioned place as 
much as possible. 

It’s best to schedule the heaviest 
workload and other outdoor activities 
when it’s the coolest, such as the early 
morning and evening.  If possible, 
rotate tasks among workers to help 
minimize overexertion and heat 
exposure. 

If you have read this article then you 
can relate to several factors – age, 
medications and medical conditions.  It 
also reinforces the reasons why we are 
careful regarding setting up our rides 
such as early morning and evening 
rides.  Also light and loose clothing – 
this does not mean wearing shorts, 
short sleeves and tank tops. 

HOPE YOU ARE GETTING 
READY TO ATTEND THE 

RENDEZVOUS AND HAVING 
LOTS OF FUN!! 
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Fred & Karen Kennedy 
Assistant District Directors  

(FL1-D, FL1-E2) 
Motorcycle Safety 

Awareness 

Greetings from the 
Panhandle! 

I am so happy to see July in the 
rear-view mirror! If it wasn’t in 
the high 90’s, it was raining cats 
and dogs! I’ve had enough of 
both! August really isn’t a cooler 
or less rainy month; in fact, it 
can bring with it long, sultry 
days and equally hot and humid 
nights! I am so looking forward 
to fall and cooler riding 
weather. I don’t care what 
anybody says, riding in 
extremely hot weather is like 
riding in a blast furnace… not 
fun. How to avoid this? Ride 
early in the morning while it is 
still relatively cool and before 
the afternoon thunderstorms 
form. If you are driving in to 
work or to an appointment, be 
sure to keep a sharp eye out for 
motorcyclists taking advantage 
of this brief window of tolerable 
conditions.  

This month also marks the start 
of the very first EWMA 
Rendezvous! I do wish that 
Karen and I could attend. But 
sadly, we are not able to clear 
our schedule and, also, my 
beloved trike is still waiting for 
service on its transmission. Not 
being able to ride my trike for 
the entire summer riding season 
has been terrible. It’s still 
parked in the garage awaiting 
the much-anticipated call from 
Greg at JustWings that my turn 
to get it repaired has finally 
come!!! I went out and sat on it 
yesterday and started it and it 
cranked right up. I was sure 
tempted to take her out for a 
spin, but alas, better judgement 
prevailed… I see the list of 
vendors has been put out and I 
am envious of all who get to go. 

How excited are you about the 
new venue for our EWMA, 
Florida District Rally?!?!?!? We 
are super stoked! The new 
location offers many new riding 
opportunities and adventures. 
You can bet that this will not be 
just a repeat of previous 
rallies…. There will be lots of 
new activities, rides and 
hopefully lots of new friends! 
The Best Western Gateway 
Grand appears to be an 
excellent hotel and in checking 
out the website, the rooms are 
very nice and include a 
microwave, refrigerator and a 

coffee maker. I suggest that 
you make your reservations 
early, as I’ll bet that it will sell 
out quickly. Don’t wait too long, 
or it may be too late! We can’t 
wait to see everybody again and 
we’ll all have a great time! 

There are lots of motorcycles 
on the road these days, and the 
numbers are increasing all the 
time. There are riders from 
every skill level riding them. Too 
many riders these days ride as 
though they are crazy and have 
zero respect for the rule of law 
and even less for their very own 
safety. Don’t be that person! 
We, as EWMA members, must 
always ride defensively and be 
aware of those around us at all 
times. Safety is paramount and 
we must practice what we 
preach by displaying safe riding 
techniques whenever we are on 
our rides. One bad or reckless 
operator gives all motorcycles a 
bad name, so we must be 
doubly vigilant to show 
everybody that this just isn’t 
true. Always ride with courtesy 
and caution and have a great 
time doing it.  

Here’s to the prospect of 
getting my trike fixed soon!!! 
Until we are together again, 

Ride Safe, Ride Often… but 
most of all… RIDE!!! 
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Aug 31 - Sep 2, 2023 EWMA Rendezvous Knoxville, TN 

Sep 15 - 16, 2023 
Georgia District Fall Mountain Ride 

and Reunion 
Link to Rally Flyer 

Dillard, GA 

Sep 22 - 23, 2023 North Carolina District Ride West Jefferson, NC 

Sep 28 - 30, 2023 Alabama District Rally 
Link to Rally Flyer 

Eufaula, AL 

Oct 26 - 28, 2023 Mississippi District Rally 
Link to Rally Flyer 

Biloxi, MS 

March 14 - 16, 2024 
Florida District Gathering of Friends for FUN 

“FUN with 50’s, 60’s and 70’s TV Shows” 
Link to Rally Flyer 

Gainesville, FL 

Upcoming Florida EWMA Events 

EWMA Florida District 

Bill & Cheryl Smith  
District Directors 
Phone: (561) 445-4270 
E-mail: fldd2018@gmail.com 
www.ewma-florida.org 

facebook.com/ewmaflorida 
FUN in Florida is # 1 

http://ewma-ga.com/ewExternalFiles/2023%20Regiatration%20Ride%20%26%20Camp%20Form-1.pdf
https://ewma-al.org/rally/2023/2023%20Alabama%20EWMA%20Rally%20Flyer.pdf
https://ewma-ms.org/rally/2023/2023%20MS%20Rally%20Flyer.pdf
http://nebula.wsimg.com/e4aa7e8dae840dfbc5d9ed3126190da0?AccessKeyId=3D340C2E6C4D7EE36612&disposition=0&alloworigin=1
http://www.GWRRAFlorida.com


Eagle Wings Rendezvous 
Eagle Wings Motorcycle Association  

Inaugural Rally 
Aug 31—Sept 2, 2023 

  Knoxville, TN Convention Center  

Take a Scavenger Hunt ride to Knoxville, TN and join your friends at the Inaugural rally, Eagle Wings Rendezvous! 
We’ll have vendors, FUN, presentations, FUN, guest speakers, FUN, games, FUN, on bike games, FUN, and awesome  

guided and self-guided rides into the beautiful hills of Tennessee! This is an event you don’t want to miss! 

Plan for FUN!!! 
 

Daily 50/25/25  
On Bike Games 

Commemorative item & Door Prizes 
Guest Speakers & Presentations 

Bike & Light Show 
First Aid/CPR Class  

Vendors, Including Motorcycle stuff, Bling & Chrome 
 

GRAND PRIZE and MYSTERY CASH   
AND 

GRAND 50/25/15/10    

Registration Fees (onsite $10 more) Cost  Qty Total 
EWMA Members    $40 ____ $_______  
 
Non Members    $50 ____ $_______ 
 
 

Day Passes-available for purchase on site 
 
 

Dinner on Thursday Night  $20 ____ $_______  
 
Dinner on Saturday Night   $35 ____ $_______  
 

First Aid/CPR      $25 ____ $_______ 
 
Tickets    Cost  Qty Total 
Grand Prize & Mystery Cash—Books of 5   $10 X ____ $_______ 
 

Grand 50/25/15/10– Books of 5   $20 X ____ $_______  
 
 
 

        GRAND TOTAL IN US DOLLARS ENCLOSED: $___________ 
 

See and purchase our Rally shirt on our website in our store.  
Pick them up at rally. Some may be available on-site.           

 
Name:______________________________________________________________________ EWMA #:_________________________  
 
Name:___________________________________________________________________ EWMA #:_________________________  
 
Address:_________________________________________________________________ Reg/District/Chapter:___________________  
 
City:____________________________________________________________State:_____________Zip:_______________________  
 
Phone:________________________________ E-mail____________________________________________________  
The undersigned, agree to comply with the ideals governing this event and to hold harmless the EWMA, co-sponsoring organizations and property owners for any loss or injury to self or prop-
erty in which I/we may become involved, and I/we agree to assume responsibility for any property which I/we knowingly damage. EWMA reserves the right to refuse entrance 
to anyone at any time. 
 
Rider Signature:_______________________________________  Co-Rider Signature:_______________________________________  
 

3 Nights of FUN, FUN, FUN!!!!! 
Thursday GRAND OPENING PARTY FUN,  

Dinner and dancing 
 

Friday Night Bike and Light Show Vote for 
your favorite and enjoy some ice cream! 

 

Saturday Night is Closing  
Ceremonies, Dinner and Dancing 

 

*For up  to Date Schedule & more info,  
go to www. EWMA-World.org  

All pre-registrations must be received  
by August 1, 2023 

Make Checks payable to EWMA 
 

Mail completed forms to:  
EWMA  

Patti ONeill 
2125 Meander 

Prescott AZ 86305 

For further information 
Contact:  Patti ONeill 

Email: ewmacfo@gmail.com 
Phone 408-639-0415 

 
$15.00 fee on all cancellations 
No refunds after Aug 1st 2023 

Pre-reg only 
USA CC#_____________________________ 
 
EXP___________ CVV_____________ 
 
Billing Zip Code ______________________ 

All countries credit cards will be accepted at rally 



Rate $139.00 (including buffet breakfast for 2) 
Reservation call 352-331-3336 

Group Code: EWMA2023  

Florida District Gathering of 
Friends for FUN  

4200 NW 97th Boulevard 
Gainesville, FL  32606‐3742 

Raffle to support Safety 
1st Drawing - $5,000 Cash 
2nd Drawing - $ 500 Cash 
3rd Drawing - $ 250 Cash 

Need not be present to win 
Proceeds support EWMA Florida District Safety Program  

Funded in part by Visit Gainesville,  
Alachua County  

GOLD SPONSOR 
 
 

         PLATINUM SPONSOR 
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NANCY STEWART




  RALLY SHIRTS NOT AVAILABLE ON SITE—PRE‐ORDER ONLY 


