








































































































HISTORY OF MENTZ

A group of the earliest settlers in the Mentz area came to Texas from a
small village on the Rhine. Some of the families had lived in the village for
more than seven generations. They arrived in Galveston in 1846 — almost 170
years ago — give or take a few weeks. Trying to cover 170 years of history in
about twenty-five minutes is rather difficult so I am going to focus on the first
70 years. I shall also make some assumptions about parts of the early history.

I shall assume that most of you are familiar with the various reasons
Germans were willing to leave their ancestral homes and immigrate to Texas. 1
also hope that you have a basic understanding of the history of the Society for
Protection of German Immigrants to Texas also known as the Adelsverein,
Verein, or Mainzer Verein. The first settlers were part of that Society. Of
course, their original destination was the Fisher-Miller Grant west of Austin.

They came from the village of Blidesheim by Bingen. Those of you who
have included a Rhine cruise during a visit to Germany may have traveled that
section. There are vineyards on the hillsides, castles on the top of the hills,
and the Neiderwald Denkmal: a statue of Germania, across the Rhine from
Bingen. By Bingen is a hill called the Rochusberg for the chapel to St.
Rochus/St. Roch which stands on the top. The present building is the third
one -- built in 1891; the first was dedicated in 1677; it was destroyed in 1795
by the French. The second was built in 1814 and was struck by lightning in
1889.

There is a pilgrimage each year from the Basilica of St. Martin in Bingen
to the chapel. The Brotherhood of St. Rochus carries his carved wooden statue
through the vineyards up to the outdoor altar for Mass. The Bishop, priests,
city officials, and the citizens follow. After Mass (of course) the beer and food
tents are open for business as everyone enjoys a week-long Rochus fest near
his feast day on August 16.

In the 1840’s this area was part of the Grand Duchy of Hesse Darmstadt.
It is now part of the Rhineland-Palatinate. About 15 miles from Bingen is the
city of Mainz with its beautiful cathedral, University of Mainz, and the
Gutenberg Museum. Bingen and Budesheim were part of the Catholic Diocese
of Mainz.

Across the Rhine from Mainz is the city of Weisbaden. Near Weisbaden
is Biebrich which was once the principal residence of the Duke of Nassau. In
1842 it was the site of a meeting of German nobles who made plans to
establish a German colony in the Republic of Texas. In order to publicize their
plans and encourage emigration, they appointed agents for various areas. The
small village of Bidesheim had its own agent — George Joseph Epeneter.



Epeneter was very busy. Included in the Archives of Koblenz are papers
of the mayor of Btidesheim during this period. By November 21, 1845, a letter
from Mayor St. George to the Grand-Ducal Hessian County Council of Bingen
County stated that 67 citizens were prepared to immigrate to Texas. Included
were single men, one single woman, couples, and families. There were forty
children. The men were mainly farmers or those with farm related occupations
— blacksmiths, coopers, and carpenters — as well as two vintners. St. George
reassured the Council that...

e They have disposed of their assets and, after paying their debts, they took
with them sufficient cash to pay the head tax.

e According to my knowledge they did not leave behind any creditors whose
demands had not been met.

e All emigrants have been provided with passes to Antwerp and with
testimonials as to their character.

e The fact that a local organizer representative was given the agency is the
reason why in such a short time so many decided to emigrate, while
formerly only a few gave it any thought — even if the agent did not make
any strenuous efforts in this direction.

We might be somewhat skeptical of the last statement. Included on the
list are two Braden brothers and a sister married to a Braden cousin. The
mother of the Braden siblings was Anna Margaretha Epeneter — perhaps an
aunt of the agent? Ludwig Wink may have added his encouragement and
enthusiasm. ...but more about Ludwig later!

Prior to the 10t of December, the group was in Antwerp and ready to
sail. There is another letter to Mayor St. George in the Archives indicating that
part of the group would be sailing on the Andacia with the majority sailing on
the Hamilton. The two ships left in early December 1845 and arrived in late
March/early April 1846. The emigrants left when Texas was a Republic and
arrived when it was a state. There was more disturbing news for the exhausted
immigrants. Those of you who are familiar with the history of the Adelsverein
know that the fall and winter of 1845 and spring of 1846 were especially
difficult ones for the Society.

Ottilia Fuchs in her book, Memoirs Of A Texas Pioneer Grandmother,
commented on the reception in Galveston. Her family had sailed from Bremen
on November 13, 1845, and arrived on January 10, 1846. After we  had
landed, it was found that reports concerning conditions for the emigrants
sponsored by the Society for the Protection of German Immigrants in Texas were
so discouraging that Father decided to drop out of the Society and continue the
journey on his own. (The family settled first in Cat Spring.)

Like Adolf Fuchs the Budesheimers had to make some difficult choices
since they had signed a contract with the Society and were expecting the



conditions promised when they paid to be part of the colony. However,
according to records found in a German source about Bingen and Budesheim
emigrants to Texas, some families decided to travel to the colony in spite of
possible problems. Others stayed in Galveston and got jobs while still others
followed Ludwig Wink to this area of Texas. (I had always wondered why the
entire group didn’t start out in the Frelsburg area.)

Ludwig had family members here. One Budesheimer, Friedrich
Zimmerscheidt, and his wife immigrated to Texas in the early 1830’s and
settled on a league of land a few miles from Frelsburg. Their daughter
remained in Germany for schooling and later married. In 1844 the daughter
and her husband Johann Leyendecker and four children joined her parents.
Also in the group was Ludwig Wink. His mother was Antonetta Zimmerscheidt
— possibly a sister of Friedrich. Wink worked as a blacksmith for a year or so
and then returned to German to marry. He was on one of the ships with the
other Budesheimers. After deciding to leave the Society, he returned to the
Cummings Creek area.

Lucas Burttschell died a year after arrival in 1847. Frelsburg was given
as the place of death. His family was a large one with five daughters and five
sons. The oldest daughter does not appear in later records so we do not know
what happened to her. The oldest son Franz had signed his own contract with
the Adelsverein so he was also ready to settle. The other families were growing
so they evidently began to look elsewhere for more land. A history of Joseph
Burttschell found in History of Southwest Texas, 1907, includes information
about his father Franz.

Frank Burttschell was one of the pioneers of Colorado County. He took up
a tract of wild land in the vicinity of Mentz and at once began the task of clearing
and improving a homestead. There being no railways in that section of the state,
all the surplus products of the little farm which he improved had to be marketed
in Houston or Brownsville. The round-trip often took several weeks to
accomplish. He made the journey with ox-teams, going heavily loaded and
coming back with a large stock of goods for home use and for merchants of the
town.

Needless to say, life was hard. The settlers had to clear land, build some
kind of house and other shelter, plant crops, and try to begin a new life in the
Texas climate. However, by 1848 these first settlers must have been satisfied
with their choices because more Braden siblings as well as the widowed mother
Anna Margaretha Epeneter set sail for Texas. The Adelsverein’s plans had
ended with bankruptcy in 1847 so this group came on its own and arrived in
Galveston on November 27, 1848. All of the family except for one daughter
came to Texas although two of her sons must have emigrated later as they are
also found in the Mentz records. A single daughter married Peter J. Wendel.
The oldest son George Joseph and his family settled in San Antonio. The 1848



group also included a brother of Anton Braden as well as other Biidesheimers.
There were 24 children in the group. Whether the arrangements to join the
first group were made before that group left, I don’t know.

Now, the history of Mentz also includes the history of Bernardo. You will
notice on the map that the San Bernard River is the boundary between Austin
and Colorado counties. There is a branch of the river in the Bernardo area
which is called the Little Bernard or the German Branch. So the area has also
been called San Bernard and Bernardo Prairie. According to the history of the
Cat Spring Agricultural Society to which many Mentz and Bernardo farmers
belonged, another early name was Braden Settlement. Someone searching the
deed records of Braden and related families noted that Adam Braden, Anton
Braden, Sr., Anton Braden, Jr., and Andreas Braden were serious buyers of
land in Colorado County beginning in 1870 and continuing through the 1880’s.
From an article in the November 6, 1876, issue of the Colorado County Citizen:
The Bernard is a fine settlement, the majority of the inhabitants being German
numbering perhaps 500. There is a very good brass band, composed entirely of
farmers and a singing society called “New Mines Singing Society.”

There are no city limits signs between the two settlements which are four
to five miles apart — depending on which way you drive. I think of Bernardo as
the “business” section. The first post office for the area was at Bernardo — San
Bernard. At various times the community included general stores, a doctor’s
office, a dance hall, a blacksmith shop, a cotton gin, a garage, a millinery shop,
and a winery. The store is still there along with the Bernardo Fire Department
building. There are a few more homes near the crossroads. Mentz is the
“social” center with the church, hall and pavilion, and baseball field. In the
early years Mentz also had a store — probably also the location of the post
office.

...concerning the Bernardo Bears baseball team: The first team was called
the Bernardo Hurricanes and existed from 1951-1963. In 1970 the Bernardo
Bears began playing and continued for 45 years until 2015. There is no team
this year.

By 1857 there were enough Catholic families in the area to begin to plan
for a church building. They had been following the tradition of their homeland
for a number of years by having a picnic on the feast of St. Roch. The priests
from Frelsburg rode their horses through the woods to minister to the Catholic
families and have Mass in the homes. The early baptism and marriage records
for the Mentz-Bernardo families are in the books of Sts. Peter and Paul parish
in Frelsburg that was established in 1847. Ten years later in 1857 Franz
Burttschell and his wife — for $1.00 -- deeded 4 % acres of land to the Bishop of
Galveston “to be used or the purpose of erecting a church...also with the
privilege of erecting a parsonage and school building to benefit the Roman



Catholic community of the Bernard Settlements.” Eight months later Joseph
and Julia Ann Hoover donated another six acres.

In 1858 the first church was built in the area where the cemetery is now
located according to the cornerstone of the current building. A larger building
was later needed. The parishioners built a stone church -mostly by hand.
They hauled sandstone by ox-wagon for days from Pin Oak Creek bottom. This
creek east of Cummings Creek is located on the Zimmerscheit League on the
Charles Leyendecker, Sr. land. Sadly, the second church burned down as did
the second St. Rochus Chapel in Bingen. The current building was completed
in 1941.

In early 1861 these settlers had to make more difficult choices. In the
previous 10-15 years they had cleared land and built homes. There were
marriages and baptisms in the St. Roch church books. Now they had to
respond to a call for secession of Texas from the Union. One of the reasons
that Germans left their homeland was that their sons had to serve the ruling
king, prince, or duke.

When the second group of Bliidesheimers made plans to join their family
members and friends in Texas, Mayor St. George had to write again to the
Grand Ducal Hessian County Council. The son of George Joseph Braden had
been called to service. In order for the son to travel with the family, the
Council had to grant permission. “We do not presume he wants to evade
service in his fatherland.” Permission was granted although the message didn’t
make it to the 2nd company of the Grand-Ducal Hessian 4th Infantry Regiment
the first time. The company captain was looking for the son. Evidently, the
letters were finally received.

Some settlers were citizens of the United States. They did not share the
cultural heritage of the southern born neighbors. In 1850 more than one third
of the county’s free white residents were born in Germany. In the February
12, 1861, election in the Dunlavy precinct which included Mentz and
Bernardo, the vote was 41 against and 10 for. However, Texas as a state had
voted in favor of secession from the Union.

The State of Texas encouraged counties and communities to organize
troop units for their protection. Some men eligible for military service joined
the Alleyton and New Mainz German Home Guard which was part of the Texas
State Troops, 22nd Brigade. Some of the men later joined a regular company —
whether for the small stipend, adventure, something to do between planting
and harvesting, or because they were coerced!

There are also tales of men who dressed as women and were seen
working with the women and children in the fields as the sheriff’s men rode by.
My great grandfather evidently hid in the woods during the day. He left a trail
of sticks so my great grandmother could take lunch to him. One day he was



home when the sheriff's men rode by. He jumped in the horse trough -
probably one made from a big log — and lay low until the danger passed.

Some men worked as teamsters moving cotton to the valley or Mexico.
Bernardo was a dumping station for cotton on that route. Others attempted to
find refuge in Mexico on the way to the North. Dr. Herman Nagel and his son
Charles were successful and later settled in St. Louis. They had lived in the
Bernardo area where Charles was born and later moved to Millheim in Austin
County. Charles graduated from St. Louis Law School. He became active in
public affairs and politics and served in the Missouri House of Representatives.
In March 1909 President Taft appointed him Secretary of Commerce and Labor,
the first native-born Texan to become a member of a president’s cabinet.
(Bernardo’s Claim to Fame) In 1934 Nagel wrote A Boy’s Civil War Story, an
account of his boyhood in Texas. The first chapter describes the Bernardo area
— landscape, animals, etc.

During the nine years of the Reconstruction Period following the war, the
ancestors had to accept the hardships that were common to all. Many German
immigrants apparently blamed white slaveholders for the disaster of secession
and accepted Congressional Reconstruction as necessary and deserved. The
county had escaped invasion during the war; it was not occupied by a
defending or invading army. This area was also somewhat isolated. Perhaps
circumstances were not quite so bad since their livelihood did not depend on
slave labor. The German role during the period promised to be vital. The
German dominated precincts (Frelsburg and Mentz-Bernardo) had influence
through their votes in certain elections. (From Volume 5, No. 1 — Nesbitt Library
Journal)

In 1872 near the end of the Reconstruction period, free public schools
were established in Mentz and Bernardo. County funding provided for four
and 2 months. Since there were not many lay teachers who could afford to
work only for that short period of time, Catholic nuns were allowed to teach in
those areas that were predominately Catholic. However, they could not teach
religion during the free school period. The buildings were owned by the parish.
The nuns could also combine their incomes which allowed for extended school
time of ten months. The parents paid a $1.00 or 50 cents per child for the
additional months. The average enrollment for many years was about 70 in
both Mentz and Bernardo; the last years the number was about half.

More non-Catholics were moving into the area. Families were moving to
other areas. Many moved to Wharton County, near El Campo where I live. The
railroad was coming through. There was rich farmland. With more general
prosperity and more lay teachers, the Catholic schools were closed. St. Joseph
School in Bernardo merged with Mentz in 1912. The Mentz school closed in
1916. The Bernardo school building became the county school and then part
of the Columbus ISD. The school closed when bussing was available.



There was another school in the area, Bachelor Hill, where the
Zimmerscheidt Road meets the road to Bernardo. It began by 1879 with forty
students. My mother and her siblings attended that school since it was closer
to their home off Zimmerscheidt Road near that road merge.

Zoar Lutheran Church was organized in 1904, and it was also in the
Bachelor Hill area. The services were in English on even Sundays and in
German on odd Sundays. A cemetery was also established with the first burial
in 1908. The church closed in 1948 with members moving to Cat Spring,
Frelsburg, or Columbus. The cemetery has continued to be used for burials.
Like everything else it goes by several names: Zoar Lutheran Cemetery, Zion
Lutheran Cemetery, and Bachelor Hill Cemetery.

By the time that America entered World War I, our ancestors had been
here for at least sixty years — two or more generations. Although they may have
spoken German in their homes and community, they were American citizens.
Some served in public office in the community and the county. One of my
uncles and other men from the area served in France. During World War II,
the fact that some still spoke German was helpful when men served in
Germany.

In 1983 “Old” Mainz learned about Neu Mainz, Texas. Professor Hans
Galinsky, of the University of Mainz was in Texas for a symposium at the U of
H during the Tricentennial of German Immigration to America. Someone who
attended the meetings gave him a booklet that was prepared for the 1982
dedication of the Mentz-Bernardo historical marker. Professor Galinsky later
contacted me about a planned exhibit at the Mainz City Library which would
show the connection between that part of Germany and Texas. [ sent him
material and contacted others who were researching the Germany-Texas
connection. He received a large amount of material to add to that which he
had found locally and in other areas. A tour group including Leyendecker,
Braden, Burttschell, and Wendel descendants attended the opening of the
exhibit in June 1988.

Twenty years later in 2008, Hartmut Wagner, a young journalist from
Mainz learned about Neu Mainz, Texas. I believe he had come across the
collection of materials from the exhibit which are part of the permanent
collection of the library. He contacted the Columbus Chamber of Commerce.
The Chamber directed him to Bill Stein, director of the Nesbitt Memorial
Library. Bill directed him to me. Again, I mailed and emailed material and
encouraged Hartmut to come to Mentz for the annual church picnic on the first
Sunday of October. Well, he didn’t want to wait that long — I don’t remember
when our first exchange was — so, instead, he came for the third Sunday in
July which is the Firemen’s Picnic.

The day after the picnic, Larry Uhlig drove him around to see other
German settlements in the area — Cat Spring and Industry. We met with him



the day before he planned to leave. He had some questions about what he had
seen and learned. He definitely wanted to know how many people lived in
Mentz. We told him that no one lived here because Fr. Flagg lived in Frelsburg.
In spite of the fact that he had seen that the farms and houses were scattered
around in a large area, his German mind wanted an accounting. Since Mentz
is a voting precinct, I was able to give him the number of registered voters. We
added for children and some non-registered voters.

In addition to German names there are also French, Irish, Czech, Anglo,
and Hispanic names on the stones in the cemetery and in the parish directory.
Many families have moved away, or the original name has been lost through
marriage of the women in the families. Some descendants have never heard of
Mentz or have no connection with German names.



RHINE -- KOBLENZ to MAINZ

EMIGRANTS from BUDESHEIM

1846 — Adam Braden, Anton Braden, John
Braden, Lucas Burttschell, John Frey, P.J.
Wendel, Ludwig Wink
1848 — Andreas Braden, Peter Frey, Peter
Maerz, G. P. Wink, Jean Wink, Louis
Wink

E X 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 e 2 2
Other early families (by 1860) -
Belzung, Benson, Brod, Dehnisch,
Dunlavy, Franz, Gaul, Glueck, Hennecke,
Jaeckle, Kansteiner, Kuhn, Meismer,
Miekow, Neuendorff, Obenhaus, Prause,
Stock, Waddill, Weishuhn, Weigel

St. Roch Church
1857 — land to Bishop of Galveston
1858 — 1%t church building
1860 — Church books begin
1872 — Stone church (burned 1940)
1941 — Current building (75 years old)

MENTZ-BERNARDO AREA

Post Offices — San Bernard 1853 —to N.Mainz
New Mainz 1860-1866
Bernardo Prairie 1875 — to Mentz
Mentz 1889-1896; 1897-1913
Bernardo 1898-1917
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