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OVERVIEUI

The original booklet, Pilginuage to the Past, was compiled for the
dedication of the Official Texas Historical Marker for the Mentz-
Bernardo Community on August 14, L982. Each donor - individual or
family - was given a copy. It contained the documented history that
was written as part of the marker application. Copies of some of the
referenced German records were also included. Related material found
after the application was complete was added along with photos and
family records provided by the donors.

Research never ends. New sources are found so this version includes
some material not found in the original. Technologz has provided some
possibilities to enhance and/or copy records and photos that were not
possible thirty-four years ago. Photos loaned for the original booklet
were returned to the owners. Copylng capabilities have greatly
improved so copies could be made of copies. In some cases different
and/or additional photos are included.

Some pages may not have numbers or numbers are missing. The entire
booklet would have to be renumbered with every addition or deletion.
Hopefully, nothing of importance is lost.

Arliss Tregbig, Researcher/ Compiler
March 2O16
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INTR.ODUCTTON

This booklet has been prepared for the dedication ceremonies of the Mentz-
Bernardo Historical Marker. The material has been obtained from a variety
of sources with the help of many people. The editor j-s grateful to each
person who contributed in any way to the historj-caI value of this booklet.

Not all early settlers of the Mentz-Bernardo conununity were German. Some
were of Irish, Anglo, Czech, or Polish descent; a few were of Mexican
descent. Not all of the Germans shared the Roman Catholic faith; some were
members of the Lutheran congregation. Others may have been Evangelical or
even freethinlcers. However, a large number of families were German-Catholic.
About twenty German Catholic families came to Texas during the period from
7846 to 1848 from Buedeshefur Hesse Darmstadt; at least ten of these families
came to the Mentz-Bernardo area.

Buedesheim is near the historic city of Bingen on the Rhine. Near Bingen is
the Rochusberg on which stands the Chapel of St. Roch. For over three-
hundred years pilgrimages have been made to this chapel on August 16 in
thanksgiving for the end of the plague of L666.

In August, l9?2r w€r too, make a pilgrimage to St. Roch. We make the pi1-
grimage in memory of all the early settlers of the area-whether German or
note whether Catholic or not. We remember those who left countries which
prevented them from reachingr their potentials as individuals and families.
This I'pilgrimage to the past'r gives us an opportunity to share some of the
memories of the difficult, early years of struggle which formed the beginnings
of the vita1, productive community of Mentz*Bernardo, Texas.

l_ l-.1-

Summer, L982
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MARKER UNVEILING - August 14, 1982

Mary Elizabeth Hopkins, Chm., Colorado County Historical Commission
John Henneke, oldest citizen

Jerome Wicke, County Commissioner



MARKER INSCRI PTTON

@,wffi:ftr@

MENTZ -BERNARDO COMMUNITY

AS EARLY AS THE 18 3 OS GERMAN TM}'IT.QRANTE HAd'3EGT.IN.I

TO SETTLE IN THE GENERAL VICINITY OF CAT SPRING6THEY

WERE SOON JOINED BY OTHERS WHO PREFERRED THIS

REGION TO THE VARIOUS STTES THAT HAD BEEN DESIGNATED

FOR FORMAL COLONIZATION EFFORTS0WITH THE AREAiS

CONTINUED. GROWTH T'IHE SETTLETIENTS OF BERNARDO ( 4 I.,{I . E)

AND MENTZ DEVELOPED AS EARLY FOCAL POINTS OF THE

SURROUNDING AGRICULTURAi COMMUNITY,

THE GERIvIAN SETTLERS WHO FOUNDED MENTZ NAMED THE

PIONEER COMMUNITY FOR AN AREA OT THEIR HOMELANDT

PREDOI{INATELY ROI,IAN CATHOLIC, THBY ESTABLISHED ST ,

ROCH PARISH BY 1858 UNDER TIIE LEADERSHIP OF PRIESTS

FROIvI T.RELSBURGoTHE CHURCH DEVELOPED AS THE RELIGIOUS,

SOCIAL AND CULTURAL CENTER OF THE AREAc

BERNARDO WAS BEGUN ABOUT 1845 ON AN IMPORTANT

EARLY ROUTE T'RO; HOUSTON TO INLAND SETTLET'TENTSs

BECAUSE OF ITS LOCATION ON THE PRAIRIE LAND Or. THE

SAT^I BEPNARD P.IVER,THE RURAL COMMUNITY WAS FIRST

KNOWN AS BERNARDO PRAIRIE; (

ONCE IDENTIFIED BY SEPARATE SCHOOLS AND POST OFFTCES,

THE TWO SETTLEMENTS NOW SHARE.A COMMON LTFESTYLE

AND HERITAGE,WHICH REFLECT THE CONTINUED INFLUENCE

OF THE .BARLY GERMAN SETTLBRSAITHETR DESCENDANTS STILL

LIVE IN THE IIIENTZ-BERNARDO COMMUNITYo

(1e82)



HISTORY OF BERNARDO AND MENTZ

BACKGROTIND

Rivers, creeks, and springs supply water for crops and animals as well as

for personal use. Sometimes they also supply food and a means for naviga-

tion. Therefore, throughout history, man has settled near these waterways.

?he post oak prairies and bottom lands bet'ween the Colorado and Brazos

rivers lured settlers to Texas from the tj:ne of the Austin Co1ony.1 ,,The

first settlers, who came to be known as the rOId Three Hundred, r selected

the best lands along the Brazos, Colorado, and Bernard rivers, from present

Navasoto, Brenham, and La Grange to the coast.'r2

The section of the leve1 region lying between the San Jacinto
and Guadalupe rivers, including the lower parts of the Brazos,
San Bernard, Colorado, and La Baca rivers, extends into the
interior about eighty miles from the coast, in a northerly direc-
tion. This beauti-fu1 and very valuable portion of Texas as far
as the La Baca, is embraced in Ar:stints Colony. The land is
sufficiently elevated to drain easiLy and rapidly after heawy
rains. It is entirely clear of all rnarsh, Iakes, and overflow.
The supply of pure water is sufficiently a-bundant in the rivers
and creeks, while excellent water for domestic purposes may be
obtained from wellsr dt a moderate depth, in every part of this
territory.

The a11uvial bottom lands of tJle Brazos, San Bernard., and Colorado,
are from three to twenty miles in width. They are heavily tilr-
bered with live oak, with red, black, and other species of oak,
with cedar, pecan, e1m, hackberry, mulberry, and all the other
varieties of forest trees and-undergrowth common in the rich
alluvions of the Mississippi.J

Some of the early settlers of Texas were Germans who emigrated for a variety

of reasons. Many of these irnrnigrants found. their ways to the land betvreen

Ehe Colorado and Brazos rivers which include the present counties of Austin,



Colorado, Fayette, and washington.S Early settlers traveled the Brazos to

Austints Colony.s r-ater travelers ca*g by way of Galveston and Houston, 
.

traveling on the bayou. From that 1rcint ox team and horseback were the

method of transportation.6 As part of a later organized emigration effort,

others may have traveled from Galveston to rndianola and then in1and.7

Friedrich Ernst settled nea-r I'1i11 Creek in present Austin County in 1831;

his letters to friends encor:raged others to folIow hir.8 njert Kleberg,

Ludwig von Roeder, and others settled in the Cat Spring (a spring on the

Bernard River) area of Austin County 1832-34.9 Germans were located in

Washington County by J-836; Frelsburg in Colorado County was established
10 The individuaLs who settled this area had cqne on their own.about 1837.'

However, i, lB44 Germans began to j:rrnigrate to Texas as a result of an

organized colonizing effort.

In Apri1, \M2, a group of German princes and noblemen (the nr:rnber varies in
-,==,

different accounts from fourteen to twenty-five) met at Biebrich on the Rhine

(near Mainz).11- They organized tj:e Society for the Protection of German

fmmigrants in Texas (Verein zum S"l11!ze deutscher Einwanderer in Texas) later

knovn si:npIy as t}re verein or the lrainzer VereLn (llainz society).l2 E:nigrants

signed an emigration contract, paid the designated fee, and were promised

certain conditions as settlers in T.*.=.13 Immigrants began to arrive in

Texas in 1844; becar-rse of poor planning, inaccessibility of the land (in the

Fisher-Miller Grant), lack of translrcrtation, and a number of other reasons,

few of the settlers ever made it to their final deslination ( now west-central

counties including Kimble, Llano, Mason, Menard, San Saba, McCulloch, and

14
Concho) ,- - ?herefore, many of the i:rrnigrants found tl:eir ways instead to
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areas already settled by others of their countr;,rmen. bttitie Fuchs recalIed,

'iAfter we had landed [18461, it was found that relrcrts concerning
conditions for the ernigrants sponsored by the Society were so
discouragLng tlrat Pather decided, po drop out of the Society and
continue the voyage on his ow,r1.r,t'

BERNAA.DO

several groups of settlers macle tlreir wa)6 to the sout-h bank of the San Bernard

River (beh/een Colorado and Brazos rivers ) Ln Coloradlo County about t845.15

?he settfernent rras located about ten miles rrest of cat spring.l7 ..A few of

the ear].y settlers came to Texas as colonists of the Society for the pro-

tection of Gerrran Inndgrants Ln Texas, but they prefelred to remairi in thls

secLion of tle state where a good nuriber of Gerrnans hacl est:l:llsheil them-

selves ancl rrhere'the frontle: conttitlons rrere not as exacting as in the

Fisher antl giller Crant."l,8 The settlernent hatl nothing to ilo with their

emigration contracti .the imrnigrants chose the area on their own.

The setulsnent was fiJst known as Bernardo Prairie for its location on

prairie lancl on tfre san Berna-rcli later it was calletl Berrrardo.l9 It rras on

the main roacl from Houston to tovrns and settlenents in1ard.20 As one

writer describes it,

"... we lived on a srna11 and rather secfucled farm in colorado
county, Texas, at a point caJ,led saint Bernardo ( named after
a river vhich was noted chiefly for an abundancer?f watelwhen
it was not needed and none at a].l when it was)."-t

He also describes the Saint Bernardo with its "bariks of clean white sand,

set off by picturesque cottonwood t .es."22 Hany anirnals inhabited t}re area:

ducks, geese, catfish, bear, IEnthers, deer, squirrels, rabbits, coons,

opossun, skunks, rattlesnales, mocassins, copperheads, scorpions, tarantulb.st

razorback lpigs)r turkeys, prairie chickens, n rairdn., blackbircls, swalJ-ows,

rnocking birds, "Karalinalsr" larks, owls, crows r hawks, buzzards, batsr dovest

-3-



pi geons, and hr:rmning-birds . 
23

The Bernard Prairie ortending from the Brazos to the Colorado and
from Catspring to Brazoria County was a ranch free for cattle and
horses. Therefore, many setders !/ere cattle and horse raisers.
Corn bread, bacon, moLasses and coffee, occasional fish and veni-
sonr lrere t-he principal food of t-!re pioneers. In LB56 the settlers
had better )59etab1e gardens and orchards and more mi1k, butter,
and cheese. -

"The various German settlements betveen the lower Brazos and Colorado rivers

hrere 1itt1e more than loose agglomerations of farms, with unpopulated areas

between ttre various conrnunities .,r25 r'we lived far apart t1855l; there was

neither school nor church, and indeed, but litt1e chance for conrnr:nication

or associat,ion of any kind."26 The homes of the time and area were those

generally desctilr* as "dogr-run'r houses.

There was an old double 1og hor:se reenfor6ea witfr cIay, and with-
out windowso There was the usual p'assage between the two doors
opening into ttre rooms, if they may be so dignified.

The wallS were made of clay and straw and gravel, probably of
the adobe character, with lrcrchesr Do doubt to protect the wal1s
rather than the inmates from wind and weather. Perhaps two bed
rooms and a coilrmon sitting and dining r.oom, with a fireplace
l-arge enough to take the common hickory or oak logsr of which we

had an abundance; and, finalIy, a board lean-to kitchen.

Later we r:sed the house for storing corn on one side and as
shelter for horses on the other.

From it lthe houseJ opened out the customary cornfield, just be-
yond the very. rare, but rather complete-vegeta-bIe ga::den, all sur-
rounded with the old-fashioned and picturesque zigzag rail fence,
which has played so r:nique a part in the rc{nance of our political
history.

The well under the trees from which lre drew o55 water supply
looked cool and fresh in its natura1. setting.--

Bernardo had its

of service are as

own trrcst office frsn 1875 to L9L7. Post:nasters and dates

fo1lo*s:28
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Bernardo Prairie
. Antone Braden Jr. e January 7 , 1875

Andrew McBride, August 13, 1BBB
Anton Braden Jr. 2 June !7 , 1BB9
Andrew McBride, March 8, 1890
Discontinued August 20, 1898, papers to Mentz

Bernardo
Emilie Franz, December 13, 1898
Shad T. Co1ley, SePtember 13, 19OO

Herman Weigel, December 10, 1909
Wil1ie L. Reitz, Augr:st 29, J-9L2
Lorris witte, April 26, 1913
Eddy A. Hernske? Jt. e October 29, 1915
Discontinued Januar;r 31, t9L7, moved to Cat Spring

The 1850, I-860, anil 187() censuses of coloraalo county lLst many German family

names in ttre Bernard Prairie area. The 1850 census shows no distinction

between the various settlementsi the designation llcolorado sub-division" is

usedt throughor:t. In the latex census records the Post office or sub-diwision

is inclicatecl: Bernard Prairie, Frelsburg, Alleyton, Eagle l,aker etc. The sub-

tlivision varies for the sane family even though it may not hawe moved because

29
of t-I.e change of Post office ancl/or justice Precinct. Names appearlng on

the 185b census inclucle

Berchhel (Burtschell)
Broad (Brotl)
Braden
Caldlen
Fichen
Frey
Henneke
Ha9ernan
Heinsohn
Hj:nli (Hi:nleY)
xuhn
Meisner
uil1er
Norndorf (Neuendlorff )
Nagel
oker
Ramsel
Rhode
spink
stole

' walter
wisehuhn (weishuhn)
weigel
!rink



Biesele, in his book The German Settlernents in Texas, 1831_1861, fists the

following as living in the Bernarclo a.rea at the ti:ne of the 1g60 census:3O

Charles Benzung IBe1sung? ]
A. Bratlen
Robert Denisch (Dehnisch)
Anth. Geistrnann
Iftn. Goedke (Gaedeke)
F. W. Hengst
AIex llfunley
H. E. Jordt
Franz Kortzbue (Kotzebue)
F. Kornstelner (Kansteiner)
Ludwig Litana.r ILitznann? ]
Jacob Marz (Merz) [uaerz?]
J. B. Neihus (Neihaus)
E'ranz Ordner
F. Pesserchek
Charles ReLchartl ( Reichart)
B. Schiller
F. schiller
stephen Schirera
John Schabercla
John weigel
J. w11bur9

Charles Nagel, in his book 4 Boy.s Civil t[ar Storv, mentions Himley, Litzman,

and Reicha.rt as ,"ighbors.3l ?he 1860 ancl 1870 censuses list other family

names in aildlition to those on the 1850 census: Barton, Bertram, Dorea, Elberfelt,
Franz, FrLck, Gra.bow, Miekow, Stock, Wendel, Becker, Foster, ad Tarrhauser.32

.J.

Many of the settlers frorn the Berna.rdo area a.re also named in the history or

minutes of t}te Cat Spring Agricultural Society establishecl in 1856. Early

members includled the following with the year of settlement i., t}r" -..:33
Andreas Braden ( Berna-rdo) 1848
Georg. Bn]ne ( Bernardo) 1840
Dittnan ( Bernaralo) 1849. Henry Dittmar (Cat Spring-Bernartlo) 1851
Atlolf Fuchs (Cat Spring-Bernardo)
Alexancler Him1ey (Cat spring-Bernardo ) 1848
ear]. Johse (Cat Spring-Mi11heir-Bernardo) 184ors
Franz Koy ( Bernardo ) 1853
Kretzscl-mar ( Bernarcl area) 1857
Herman Nagel (Cat Spring-Bernardo) 1847
Arnold hause ( Bernarclo ) 1860
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Reibenstein (Cat Spring-Bernardo) 1859
Carl Reichardt (Bernard .area) 1g5O
John Salomon (Cat Spring-Bernardo) 1g55
Trencl<rnann (Cat Spring-Bernardo) 1953

Arthur L. schuette taught in the Bernardo school (he uses the term san Bernard)
'from 19L3-L915. He later taught at Bachelor Hill (in the Mentz area) and

cat spring. He kept vrl-tten records of his experience including the names of
his pupils at each school. The folrowing names appear on his recordl for the

years at Bernardo: kause, Reinhard!, Reicharalt, Uhlig, fipp, Kveton, Bubak,

Kansteiner, Meissner, Sens, and fckardt.

MENTZ

Mentz is a rural cbmnunity in col0rado county $hich rras settled by cerman

inunigrants who named the settrement for their former homela'd in Germany.3s

rt was evidently first named Neu or New Mainz as ttris name appears on some

of tlre tonbstones.in tl.e st. Roch cathoric cenetery and on some ch,rch

recorals. Ilani of t}le settf.ers cane to Texas under tl-e auspices of tl.e

}lainzJ verein (tlainz society).35 lt least tno groups of these setulexs came

,r*, *"-*re of Buedesheim (now'BLngen-Buedeshe5-n) near Bingen on the

Rhine."' Bingen is about fifteen miles west of Mainz (a1so caIled Mentz).38

At the tirne of erigration, Buedesheim was Ln the grand-.duchy of Hesse_

oarmstadt.39 rt is now in Rlrinelancl palatinate.4o

Many of these early settlers were of the Rornan Catholic faith. Some of their

early records have been located in the Catholic church of Bingen-Buedeshei-ur

and in the records of the Diocese of Mainz, G..rn.rry.4l Early Te:<as church

records for the Catholic families in the Mentz, Bernard, and Cat Spring aJ.eas

are located in the Sts. Peter and Paul Catholic Chrrrch in Frelsburg, Colorado
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county, which atates back to 1836.{2 A snall lo9 churbh bad been constructed

andl services were helat by a vislting mLssionary priest, Father J. A. Jacob,
A?

until 1847. -- The parish was establLshett in 1847 uncler the guidance of Fatlrer

Jacob. father T. Arstalt succeeded hi-n the following year.44 In February,

. 1854, Father victor cur)r lras appointed to tale charge and he rernained until
,<Apri] L887. -- Sather cury aLso filled the office of vical.-cene|ral of tfie

Galveston Diocese, witi Father peter Tarrilrian assisting him in his nany

and various drrties.46 The nanes of Father ,facobs, Fatler Joseph Anstalt

(Anstaett), Father curjr, anil Fat}ler Tarrillian (Ta.rriflion) appear on the

records of those Bernardo area settIers.47

As early as 1850. (some recorcls are clated 1847) the Very Reverena Victor cury

and Father Charles TarriLlion came through the woods on horseback fron

lrrelsburg to tentl to the spiritr:al needs of the setllers of Mentz.4t ,o1,

Uass was fiist saicl in private bqnes, but the people, eve-r mindfuL of their

spirituaL neecls, built a smatL church which was completed in 1gSg.49 Fanilies

in the vlcLnlty of Cat Spring nere also involved in the formation of ttre

church. One famiLy history Lncludes t.l..e following l>aragraph:

They [Franz G]-ueck fanilyl settled and farmed in Austin Cormty,
about one ha].f mile north of what is now the site of the olcl
town of Cat Spring, Texas. ShortLy after ttrey came [1853] they
were instn-znentaL in starting the first Catholic Church in their
cormunity, by holiling services in thei-r home. The church
buiLcttgg was later erected at Mentz Sett1e-nent, near A1Leyton,
Texas.

The same history a]-so mentions that one daughter of the EYanz clueck family,
' ?auline, anil her husbanil Andreas Braalen, Jr., 'rhelped to builcl the first

St. Rochus Church at lrentz ancl were charter megrbers t]rete. "51

The settlers had named their conrnunity for their homeland; th"y a1-so named
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their church uit}t the homelard in mindt. Near BiDgen, Germany, to the south-

east, ls the Rochusberg on which starxls the ceLebratett chapel of st. noch.52

The uentz church I's also narned St. Roch (also calfetl st. Rochus and St. Bochers).

st. Roch, confessor, rras a. citizen of r,tontpellier ln France Ln t}e 14th centurjr.

He devoted his life to tlre service of the plague-stricken. Be uas a pilgrir

who labouredl for the sick, especially Ln Italy. St. Roch, rrhose feast day is

August 16, is invoked as a protector against pestilence. The Latin forn of tlis

name is Ro"h,rs.53

In 1857 ftanz Brrrtscbell, one of the early settlers from Buedeshelm, iteedlecl to

R. R. Blstrop John !t. Odin, Rornan CatlroL ic Bishop of Galveston, a par.cel of

land contalnl ng 4 3/4 r"r"=.54 For this Land BurtschelL receivedl one doI1ar.

The condLtlon: "that the tract of lanil is to be used for the purpose of

etecting a church thereon as also wit). the privilege of erecting a lErsonage

& school brrildings on tlte same for the use and benefit of t].e Rsnan Catlrolic

community residling in t}le Bernard settlements in saitl county I Colorailo ':1.
q(

Countyl ."-- The tJ.act }ras pa.rt of tle Frank Burtsche]I home-stead tract.

Frank Br:rtschel1 had immigrated to ?exas in 1846 with his parents, brothers,

and sisters. As one of the pioneers of Colorado County,

'fhe took up a tract of wild land in the vicinity of Mentz, and at
once began the task of cI eari ng and i'nprovi ng a hornestead . . . . he
suffered tJ:e hardships and privations of life in a new countryr...
There being no railways in this section of the state, all of tJ.e
surplus products of the litt1e farm which he improved had to be
nrarketed in Hor:ston or Brownsville, the round trip often taking
several weeks to accomplish. He rnade the journey with ox-tearas,
going heavily loaded, and. comirrg back with a large stock of goods
for home \rse, and also for t-l:re merchants of the town. A man pf
industry and perseverance, he lras exceedingly prosperotls r . . . "5 

b
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The Catholic conununi ty of Mentz grew so rapidly that in 1867 plans were under

lray to build a larger ch,:rch.57 The people thernselves built nost of the

chr:rch, giving of their spa.re tire and hauling stone on yragons drat n by o*"t'.58

The report of Clauale M. Dubuis, sishop of Galveston, to ArchbishoP odin on

January 2, L866t refexs to this nel, "h*"h.59
At Ner./-Mentz in Colorado County I blessed the cornerstone of a
nev stone builcling to be seventy-six by forty feet. The people
hadl collected one. hundred and fifty clollars in cash.

when the stone church was completed in 1871, the parish received its first

resident pastor, !'ather John Neimer (Weimer71.5o a5g parish prospered until

the stone church was dtestroyed by fire in 194o.6I The 1>resent chr:rch was

built in L941 rxrdler the leattership of Father Francis x1ass.62

Early records of the parish inclucle tJle following Priestsrs nanes: Rev. James

Drrn, 1888i Rev. A. Heuchemer, 1889! Rev. c. Preis, 189O-91; Rev. siron

Spinneweber, lA92-94; Rev. C. lreker, 1895-96; and Rev. Simon Spinneweber,

1897-99.63 The church report for La75-7 6? was signed by Jotrn Neirneri the

chr:rch is itlentified as New Mainz, St. Roche.fl There were seventy-one famiLies

of 375 ne-nbers.65 rn 1844 the church is iclentified as st. Rochus church re

Bernardo, colorado co., Texi there is ,o =i9rat*".55 Part of the rePort

accounts for 368 bushels of corn for the horse which hatl been given by the

congregation from 1876-1884.67

gs\r. Geo. Berberich was pastor in 1911 arxl 1915.@ His 1911 report identifies

the ch,rch as st. Roche's, (Mentz), cat springs, T.*...-69 rn 1915 the heatling

was St. Roch Churrch, Mentz, Texas.TO ,r, 1911 t].e congregation nunbered. ninety-.

three families with 369 ,.nb.t=.71 There was al'so a st. Rochr:s society with

forty-five meinbers anal an Af-tar Society w"ith forty-thr"a .onb.t=.72 Catechis

lras taught at both Mentz and Bernardo e."h .,^,".k.73 The congregation nunbered
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291- conmunicants in 1915.74 st. Rochus Society had forty-three members, and

the Altar Society had thirty-five member =,75

Por a perloil of t-lme, there yere Catlrolic schools at both Mentz and Bernardo.

. ?he history of the schools is fountl in the archives of the Sisters of Divine

Providence who staffect both schools as well as in the chrrrch ."ports.76

ln 7872, Reverend Father Gury, rnissionary of t}le district, in
which Bernardo or },entz is locatedl, applied for Sisters to teach
a parochial school at Bernardo, now ca11ed Mentz. With the
sanction of Right Reverend Clauale M. Dubuis, Bishop of Gal"veston,
Reverend lrother St. Antlrew sent two Slsters froro tlre I'rot.her House
ttlen located at Castroville, Texas, to open school, October 1872
[at St. Rochrs, Hentz, Texasl .

This l,,as one of the oltlest schools of the Sisters of Divine
Priovidence, but owing to the moving of many of the settlers, the
sclrool hatl ] foor attendance.

The schoof t as undler ttre dlirection of the parish priest, and the
. proI,erty and brrllding was ovmed by the parish. It was cLosecl in

June 1915, on account of the sna-ll Catholic population.

Bernardo Prairie, Texas is a German settlement for:r miles frcm
Mentz, Texas. As early as 1872, Sisters were sent t}rere to
teach by lrother St. Andrel,, Superior ceneral of t}le Sisters of
Divine Providence. .Sister l'rary Pau]. Keller llras the for:ndress of
this school.

fn 1911, the school [St. Joseph's School] was annexed to Mentz;
the latter becoming a Local House.

Since the church was located at some distance from the school and
the Catholic pupulation was snaI1, Rt. Rev. Nicholas A. Gallagher,
Bishop of Galveston, advised Reverend Mother Florence to recal f
the Sisters from Bernardo Prairie, for they were deprived of
daily Mass and HoIy Conrnunion. They were recalled in the spring
of 1912.

The nunber of students at St. _Rochrs School averaged about seventy from the

opening until about 1907. From that clate ultil it closed, the school had an

average of t-hirty prpil=.77 st. Josephts school had a-bout the same nt.lnbeJ of

students (seventy) until 1906. UntiL its closing in 1912, it averaged about
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forty.'" According to the parish.report for rgg4, the,new schoolhouse in tl,e

praLrie 3 mlIes from church" was built at a cost of g35o.oo and paiir by con-

regation fron private collection.T9 The lnnber for ,a new schooLhouse on the

church grouncl 24t x 40. ten feet garlery. cost g300.o0 of which g200.0o was

paid by tl,e sLsters of Divine providrence.S0 The n,nber of sisters stationed

at MenLz varied frorr three to four in t}te early years \rith two sisters in
charge 1899-1916.4f st. Josephrs hadr three sisters tt,ring fou,. scbool terms,

the other years two sisters were stationed at Bernardo.E2

?he first baptisa recot€ in the books of the St. Roch Church Ls dateil

26 Feb. 1860. The baptisn is that of peter Mertz, son of Jacob Mertz an(t

Caroline schittn?.. The fLrst marriage listed is that of Max Kuh (Kuhn? ) anal

Rosina Vink (!vink?). It was performedl by {Rev. peter) Tarrillion on 28 }tay

1860'. The first death record is that of Johannes Brod. The date is not

clear; it appears to be 21 ttay 1e61.83

The following families were named in par5-sh records lgeO-03:84

Ur. anal Mrs. John Braden
Mr. and Mrs. Anton Brod
Ur. anal llrs. ltanz Burtschell
Mr. and Mrs. Jacob Ja]Cel
Mr. and !rrs. Jacob Mertz
Mr. and urs. Joseph Stock

The names of Adam Braden, Anton Braalen, Jr., and Jacob Brodl apIE a-r as witnesses

to tlte erection of the crossr^ray of the church with its i.ndulgences according

to tbe rites of tl-e Rsnan Rituale on May 18, LA72, by Jotrn Nei:ner.85 The

pa.rish focation is given as Nev I'rainz, Bernardji, colorado County, Texas. The

notation ,St. Rochus ( coruronly caIled Bernard),, is inclucled.86

The 1at9e crucifix statue in the canetery inchdes a List of fifteen names
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with the inscription xr Starb Puer Hich Gegruendet in Jahre 1906 (He died for

Joh. Braden Sr.
And. Braden
J. Wicke
L. Rolf
Ant. Burtschell
L. Wirr(
F. Wendel
F. Weber
H. Witte Jt.
J. o. Reitz
H. F. Reitz
F. M. Burtschell
P. B. Wendel
J. A. Mertz
I'. Kainer Sr.

Mentz had its own trrcst office for a short period of time. Joseph Burttschell

ruras postrnaster beginning Janr:ary 17, 1889; the 1rcst office was discontinued

and moved to Alleyton December 29, 1896.88 Anton Burttschell vras postmaster

beginning Dec.ernber 4, J:8g7.B9 The 1rcst office was discontinued Januar5r 15,

1913, and moved to Al1eytorr.9o The 1rcst office was in a store owned by Anton

Burtschell which was near tlee "h,o"h.91

Sorne of the students living in the Mentz-Bernardo area attended school at

Bachelor Hill (between Mentz and New UIm). Names of students of Artlur L.

Schuette from 1915-17 and 1918-1921 vrere Braden, Dr:.n1evy, Meyer, wi11iams,

Berger, Shamberger, Hennecke, Brod, Streicher, HiI1, Kuhn, Grabow, Schmidt,

Ritter, Ise1t, Buecheman, and G..ra="r. 92

Many descendants of the original settlers still live in tJ:re Bernard.o-]"Ientz

area, some on or near the land of their forefathers. Farming and cattle

raising are stil1 the main businesses of the German-Texans. The German

langruage can still be heard in some conversations.
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PIIGRII',IAGE IP THE ?AST

In order to help a younger person to appreciate what he or she has now, rre

often tell him or her about the difficulties of the "o1tt days.r' Sometimes

we even exaggerate a bit in order to make a stronger impression. This after-
noon I vant to taLk briefly about the old alays. rr Since I have been reacling

about the settLement of this area, I have gained a better unclerstanding and

appreciation of my heritage.

we often base our picture of the past on movies, t'V, or adventure storles. we

nay think how tlril.Ling everythi-ng was and hovr great it must have been to have

lived in the eaxly days. cenerally tlese i:nages are only of the exciting times

and not of the alay-by-day struggles of the indi-viduals anal families. I woulal

Ij,ke to share with you scme of the struggles described in accounts of indivi-
duals and groups in the 1830ts and 4ots. My own ancestors didl not leave

written records-or at least I have not fountl any. These reflections are based

on writings of others who lived in this general area dr:ringr the period in which

sdne of our ancestors settl,ed here. some of you may have hear.d the same kinds

of stories from your parents or grandparents. since stories like these apPear.

in many sources, i am afraid they are not exaggerations.

To understand their struggles in Texas, we need to consid.er. the life our ances-

tors left. The 1ar9e eentral European area ve think of as Germany consisted of
viJ-lages, towns, anal cities that were hundreds of years o1d. some fanilies haal

lived in the same area for qenerationsi perhaps they had never traveled more

than ten miles from their hcme. Most of the towns and cities hatl public buildings

of some kind, schools, churches, ard shops. The larger cities also had univer-

sities, theaters, and factoriesi there was rail travel in some areas. Many of
the people were very educated ard cultured-speaking and reading several languages,

playing musical j.nstnments, anal enjoying the theater.

There were many reasons lrhy people emigrated-but basically for personal freedom

and a new and better life for t-hemselves and their. children. Even though their
society was an o1d, cleveLoped one, it had many Problems. So, hearing and reading

that Texas was a greatr golden land, they left the life they hacl known and under-

stood for generationsr traveled to a sea port, and boardect a sailing ship. The

tr.ips to Texas usually 1as ted two to ttlree months, or more, depending on the

weather. A hundreal or more people, perhaps a thircl of them children, spent most

of the time in the steerage of the ship; some were seasick t}le entire tilne. some

died and were buried at sea.



In the earLy 30's Galveston island i{as still inhabitecl by Indians or otherwise

unsuitable for tancling so the ships usually landed first at New orl-eans. rrom

there the enLgrants boartled another ship for Brazoria or velascor or they may

have traveled up the Buffalo Bayou to the srnal1 settlsrent of Harrisburg. Houston

dicl not exist until after the Texas Revolution. The emigrants then sailed up

tj1e Brazos or traveled by ox-cart from Harrisburg to the Austin colony area-a

diStanceofaboutfiftymi].es.sanFe1iPe(nearSea1y),wasthecenteIof
Austinrs Colony and was then at the edge of civilization. In I'hter years ships

lantled at Galveston and lnclianolai from those ports the inmigrants traveled inland.

The emigrants haal left an o1d, settled society and founal themselves on a frontier
still- inhabited by Indians, buffalo, and other wild animals. There were few

roads, almost no bridges, gxeat distances between inhabitetl areas, ancl few poPu-

lation centers. If they traveled cluring a rainy season, they were slowed down

for days or weeks by muddy t:lails and swolLen rj-vers. rn the winter ti-ne1 the

iffnigrants wexe often surpxisd ard hanpered by the I'northexs. r' Becar:se of the

great alistances betlveen settlements, they had to take with thern the gootls, food,

and implernents they needed for survival.

These pioneers haal to secure and cleax land, builtl shelters, hunt for meat,

and use natj-ve.plants untiJ- they could obtain seed to plant. Some of the

settlers were tralned in other professions than farming so they clial not have the

ski11s needlecl for this kintl of survival. They tlitl not know how to build a log

house or make any of the items they needed; some had never done any manual 1abor.

Since many of the emigJ.ants had come frdn a different climate in Europe, the

clothing they hacl brought with them was not suitable for the hot, humidl sumtre.rs

and general3-y mild winters. eloth was expensive, if available, and many

women did not know how to spin and weave. If shoes wore out, the peopLe went

without shoes or wore moccasins. One family in t-l"e early 30rs lived in a straw

and moss hut for three years, afraid to liqht the fire insiale for feal the hut

would burn. They heLd ulbrellas over their heads at night when it rainedi the

animals ate the moss and straw. Some early 1og houses had no ceilings or flools.
Even the emigrant fanners haal to acljust to different kinals of farming methods and

different kinds of crops. Their. home in Germany may have been several generations

oltl so that they haal never built a house of any kind thernselves, much less a logl

ca.bin.



There were few if any mil1s for making flour; corn bread becarne the daily breaal

stuff. In Geranany corn had been considered food for the-, litrestoCk. In Texas

some of the earliest cerman settlers ate dry corn bread three tjres a clay for
months-cooked i-n an iron skillet over an open fire. Black coffee colnpleted the
meal; there were few cor s for miIk, cream, and butter.

Doctors and nedicines were scarce a1so. Acc j-dents, i.lLnesses, anct epitlemics took
many Iives. A cLose study of names and dates on tombstones or a reacling of the
church burial records tells of several deaths in the sane family on]'y days apart.
In one fanrLly three sons clied in five days. In another fam:t1y the father, mother,
anal a alaughter died in a tuo month period.

Many hacl Left Germany to escape the wars and military conscription. Some settLers
hacl just begun to becone aaljusted when the Texas RevoLution began. They left
everything to fLee before the invatling Mexican army antl the marauding hdians.
When they returned months later, they founal most of their possessions burned or
destroyed. They hacl to start all over again with less than they hacl before. In
1846 the Unitecl States entered. into a wa.r with laexico; the wagons and tearns that
were to be usecl to carry immigrants to new homes were used b,), the United States
army. As a result, inrnigrants were stranded at InalianoLai rnany tlied.

when the War Between the States broke out, some settlers had been in Texas for
twenty years or more. The }rentz-Bernardo voting precinct voted against secession,
but the issue carried in the state. The settlers had left a cemany that was

divided into many kingcloms, duchies, and. principalitiesi they felt a unifiecl
country was necessary, They hacl pledged loyatty to the United States government

\trhen they became citizens ,and feared separation frcf,n the federal government.

However, tJ:ey had also helped to settle Texas and considered themselves Loyal to
their state so many of the men fought for the South. others made theix ways to
the North ancl fought for the Union. sti11 others were able to maintain some kinal

of neutrality. They Iived through the alifficult days of Reconstruction and were

prospering when WwI broke out. Again they had to prove that their loyalty to
their state and country was not divicled even though they stilL spoke the cerman

1angn-rage': and follorared cerman traditions.

The settlers had left a civilized world and had come to a frontier. They had

left a life with wars and military duty and lived through more wars. They faced



claily chal,lenges that were entirely new to them. To our benefit, however, they

haal courage and determination or, at least, a need for survival. They brrilt
homes, schools, and chr:rches. They organized banals and social clubs. They

acquired 1ancl, raised cattle, anri developed prosperous farms. They rernained

loya]. to their new hone, and we now enjoy the great, golden lanal that they haal

sought.

I think it is appropriate that many of the early settl"ers lie in the cemetery

nearby. In this way they remain a part of tle conrnunity which they settled but
probably wouldnrt quite recognize and r{,ould. certainl,y marvel at. They might

regret that the school is gone, but I have a feeling they uouJ.d be trx oud of ttre

Bernardo Bears baseball- tean. I think that they lroul.cl enjoy the crovrds and

exciternent of tlre church and Firemen picnics and that they woultl appreciate the

fact that their descendants sti11 attend St. Rochts churctr. uost of all, I think
many woulal enjoy the music from the dances in the ha11.

So, when you visit the caretery or visit the oltl rrhome placerrr remember some of
the struggles as well as the good times. The historical marker we alealicate today

is one way we can say rthank yourr for both.



HISTORY OF MENTZ

(Prepared for St. Roch Church plcnic, October, 1985)

By the end of the 1830ts, three smafl- German settleoents forned a triangle aromd
this area: Industry, Frelsburg, and Cat Spring. They were settled by individuals
or fa.mily groups. The first large group of settlers came to the Mentz area about
18\5. They lrere part of a colonizi-og effort by a group of Gerrnan nobles which was
called The Society for the Protection of German Imnigrants l:r Texas. They origi-nally
had planned to settle in an uninhabited area west of.Austin. However, lrhen they
landed in Galveston, they learned the Society was having fjaancial a.od noisnanagement
problens. They decided to leave the group at Gal-vestoo and continue lnlanal on their
om ancl settle i! an area lrhlch already had some Germaas and which was Ilore settled
than the desigpated area.

Sone of the families which carne flrst were Braden, Burtschell, Frey, and l,lIendel.
These famifies cane from the village of Blldeshejl near Bingen on the nhine River.
An early settler fron the same v1lIage was Frederick Zin&erscheit who had settlecl
near Frelsburg in the ear]y 1830ts. I{is tiaughter had renained in Gernany until 1841+

so perhaps these settlers had prior howledge of the settlenents i-n thls area or
perlaps ione of the Germans who had settled in Galveston and Houston told then about
the area.

Another gloup of settlers frorn the same village cane in 1B\8; by this time the Soci-ety
had gone bankrupt so the famifies and inalividuals came on their otn to join their
relaiives a.nd fiiends in Texas - Some of these fa.nilies vere Braden, Frey, Lamby,
},Iaerz, and Wink,

These innigrants naned this area for their honeland. Bfldeshein is about 14 riles
uest of the major clty of Mainz. The society und.er whose auspices the first group

cFne was organi.zetl neir Marnz and r,ras also ca11ed the Mai:rz Society. The village of
Biidesheim wis part of the Catholic dlocese of Mailz as we11. fherefore, they named

the settlement New Mainz; later the na&e was anglicized to Mentz, spellings vary otr

various documents and even on some of the tombstones '

Belng primarlly Catholic, these families were first ministereal to by the priests of
rrerJuurs r,rhicl were the first Catholic priests in the area, 1'he priests traveled
on horseback through the woods to baptlse a:rd marry--and soneti-mes buIT. Anong the
first records in the Frelsburg churcl books in 1847 are baptlsms of children fron
some of these Mentz fanilies I one of the first narriages jn 1847 was that of Jacob

Brod and Josephlne Burtschell.

Bv iB5Z the Mentz settlernent had grown enough that there r,ras a need for its or,m

"Lrr"i u"iraire. For g1 .00 Frank Burtschell deeded land to the Bishop of Galveston

ior a church, ichool, and rectory. They first church stood where the cemetery is now

accordi::g to the cornerstone in iront oi the church. By 1867 a larger_ church was

needed.Theparlshionersbui].tastonechurch--mostlybyhand..They'hauledsand.

"i""" ty o*-rugon for days from Pin Oak Creek bottom. This creek east of Cumnj-ngs

Creek is located on the "Zimnerscheit League on the Charles Leyendecker, Sr' land '
Crockett Leyendecker recalls that his grJrdfuth"" told him about the buifdlng of the
church.

The stone church burned in 1940; the present church was built in 19\'1 ' Fanilies
irom settlements east of the ,r"., "r"h 

as Cat Spring, uere al-so involved in ttre
foundjng and develop rg of this parish'
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Just as the settlers named the settlenent for their bomeland, they also naned the
church for a church near their vi11age. A chapel to St. Roch stands on a hill near
Bingen. It was built ia the 1570ts as a result of a pledge to the saj:rt that the
town would build the chapel and have an annual pilgrimage in his honor,-if he- -souId
save them fron a plague. I,lhether the result of the sailtrs jntercession or not, the
people were saved, and the pilgrinage continues to this time,

From 1872 to 1915 the Sisters of Divine Providence staffed a Catholic school at
Mentz. The building which had housed the school was used for years as the beer
building here at picnics. It i.s nor,r bei:og restored at the Mentzwood site.

There was also a post office off a.nd on from 1BB9 to 1913. It was located i-n the
Burtschell store lrhich was nearby. Joseph ard Anton BurtscheLL were post nasters.

At one tine there was a cornnunity danee ha11 which r,ias moved across the road; it
fj:ral1y deteriorated.

By the 1850 census there were other Crermen fanilies in the area: Brotl, Eenaecke,
Ku}n, Meisner, Neuendorff, Weigel and trIeishuln. Twenty years later other fanilies
were Becker, Denlsch, Eoster, Geistmann, Grabow, Ise1t, Jakel, Jordt, Kaastei":rer,
Kotzebue, Litzna.nn, Miekow, Reitz, Ritter, Rolf, Schnlalt, Stock, Watz, llicke, aad
Tamtrauser. Although nost of the trames were German; Polish, Czech, Irish, and
hlg:lish names appear in records-as we1I.

Life was hard for the settlers and their descendants r,reIl into this century. The
area lras not cleared; the only roads r,iere probably buffalo oI Indlan trails, Perhaps
there uas a traveled road from the settlements to Sal1 Felip il Austinrs colony. fhe
settlers had to clear land, bul1cl some kind of shelter, plant crops, and try to begia
a new l1fe. Many were not prepared for the life or the cllmate aJ1d did not have the
skiffs needed. others had brought supplies a-nd tools with them fron Germally as
instructed by letter fron the earlier settlers. Sti1l others bought naterlals in
Galveston or Eouston and brought them here by ox-cart.

xveryone had to r,Iork hard. There were nany early deaths a]]d lnfaat deaths . fhere
was an epidenic of some kind, probably yeltou fever, in 1858. this date appears
on tonbslooes in the cenetery. Several nembers of a fanily died within weeks of
each other. The men voted against secession in 1851 , but nany fought for the
confederacy even though some fanllies had l-eft Ger:many to keep their sons fron
nilitary service. Others hid in the r,roods so they clidnrt have to serve'

In spite of all the hardships our ancestors suffered, we are here today- because those
famiiles perservered and succeeded. Now r,Ie can enioy a beautiful- church plant and
gTounds--ard alr conditioning, if we really need it--because of their courage.
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HISTORY OF MENTZ 

 

 A group of the earliest settlers in the Mentz area came to Texas from a 

small village on the Rhine.  Some of the families had lived in the village for 

more than seven generations.  They arrived in Galveston in 1846 – almost 170 

years ago – give or take a few weeks.  Trying to cover 170 years of history in 

about twenty-five minutes is rather difficult so I am going to focus on the first 

70 years. I shall also make some assumptions about parts of the early history.   

 I shall assume that most of you are familiar with the various reasons 

Germans were willing to leave their ancestral homes and immigrate to Texas.  I 

also hope that you have a basic understanding of the history of the Society for 

Protection of German Immigrants to Texas also known as the Adelsverein, 

Verein, or Mainzer Verein. The first settlers were part of that Society.    Of 

course, their original destination was the Fisher-Miller Grant west of Austin.   

 They came from the village of Büdesheim by Bingen. Those of you who 

have included a Rhine cruise during a visit to Germany may have traveled that 

section.  There are vineyards on the hillsides, castles on the top of the hills,  

and the Neiderwald Denkmal: a statue of Germania, across the Rhine from 

Bingen.  By Bingen is a hill called the Rochusberg for the chapel to St. 

Rochus/St. Roch which stands on the top.  The present building is the third 

one  -- built in 1891; the first was dedicated in 1677; it was destroyed in 1795 

by the French.  The second was built in 1814 and was struck by lightning in 

1889.   

 There is a pilgrimage each year from the Basilica of St. Martin in Bingen 

to the chapel.  The Brotherhood of St. Rochus carries his carved wooden statue 

through the vineyards up to the outdoor altar for Mass.  The Bishop, priests, 

city officials, and the citizens follow.  After Mass (of course) the beer and food 

tents are open for business as everyone enjoys a week-long Rochus fest near 

his feast day on August 16. 

 In the 1840’s this area was part of the Grand Duchy of Hesse Darmstadt.  

It is now part of the Rhineland-Palatinate.  About 15 miles from Bingen is the 

city of Mainz with its beautiful cathedral, University of Mainz, and the 

Gutenberg Museum.  Bingen and Büdesheim were part of the Catholic Diocese 

of Mainz. 

 Across the Rhine from Mainz is the city of Weisbaden.  Near Weisbaden 

is Biebrich which was once the principal residence of the Duke of Nassau.  In 

1842 it was the site of a meeting of German nobles who made plans to 

establish a German colony in the Republic of Texas.  In order to publicize their 

plans and encourage emigration, they appointed agents for various areas.  The 

small village of Büdesheim had its own agent – George Joseph Epeneter.   

 



 Epeneter was very busy. Included in the Archives of Koblenz are papers 

of the mayor of Büdesheim during this period.  By November 21, 1845, a letter 

from Mayor St. George to the Grand-Ducal Hessian County Council of Bingen 

County stated that 67 citizens were prepared to immigrate to Texas.  Included 

were single men, one single woman, couples, and families.  There were forty 

children.  The men were mainly farmers or those with farm related occupations 

– blacksmiths, coopers, and carpenters – as well as two vintners. St. George 

reassured the Council that… 

• They have disposed of their assets and, after paying their debts, they took 

with them sufficient cash to pay the head tax. 

• According to my knowledge they did not leave behind any creditors whose 

demands had not been met. 

• All emigrants have been provided with passes to Antwerp and with 

testimonials as to their character. 

• The fact that a local organizer representative was given the agency is the 

reason why in such a short time so many decided to emigrate, while 

formerly only a few gave it any thought – even if the agent did not make 

any strenuous efforts in this direction. 

  

 We might be somewhat skeptical of the last statement.  Included on the 

list are two Braden brothers and a sister married to a Braden cousin.  The 

mother of the Braden siblings was Anna Margaretha Epeneter – perhaps an 

aunt of the agent?  Ludwig Wink may have added his encouragement and 

enthusiasm.  …but more about Ludwig later! 

 Prior to the 10th of December, the group was in Antwerp and ready to 

sail.  There is another letter to Mayor St. George in the Archives indicating that 

part of the group would be sailing on the Andacia with the majority sailing on 

the Hamilton.  The two ships left in early December 1845 and arrived in late 

March/early April 1846.  The emigrants left when Texas was a Republic and 

arrived when it was a state.  There was more disturbing news for the exhausted 

immigrants.  Those of you who are familiar with the history of the Adelsverein 

know that the fall and winter of 1845 and spring of 1846 were especially 

difficult ones for the Society.   

 Ottilia Fuchs in her book, Memoirs Of A Texas Pioneer Grandmother,   

commented on the reception in Galveston.  Her family had sailed from Bremen 

on November 13, 1845, and arrived on January 10, 1846.  After we had 

landed, it was found that reports concerning conditions for the emigrants 

sponsored by the Society for the Protection of German Immigrants in Texas were 

so discouraging that Father decided to drop out of the Society and continue the 

journey on his own.  (The family settled first in Cat Spring.) 

 Like Adolf Fuchs the Büdesheimers had to make some difficult choices 

since they had signed a contract with the Society and were expecting the 



conditions promised when they paid to be part of the colony.  However, 

according to records found in a German source about Bingen and Büdesheim 

emigrants to Texas, some families decided to travel to the colony in spite of 

possible problems.  Others stayed in Galveston and got jobs while still others 

followed Ludwig Wink to this area of Texas.  (I had always wondered why the 

entire group didn’t start out in the Frelsburg area.) 

 Ludwig had family members here.  One Büdesheimer, Friedrich 

Zimmerscheidt, and his wife immigrated to Texas in the early 1830’s and 

settled on a league of land a few miles from Frelsburg.  Their daughter 

remained in Germany for schooling and later married.  In 1844 the daughter 

and her husband Johann Leyendecker and four children joined her parents.  

Also in the group was Ludwig Wink. His mother was Antonetta Zimmerscheidt 

– possibly a sister of Friedrich.   Wink worked as a blacksmith for a year or so 

and then returned to German to marry.  He was on one of the ships with the 

other Budesheimers.   After deciding to leave the Society, he returned to the 

Cummings Creek area.  

 Lucas Burttschell died a year after arrival in 1847.  Frelsburg was given 

as the place of death.  His family was a large one with five daughters and five 

sons.  The oldest daughter does not appear in later records so we do not know 

what happened to her.  The oldest son Franz had signed his own contract with 

the Adelsverein so he was also ready to settle.  The other families were growing 

so they evidently began to look elsewhere for more land.  A history of Joseph 

Burttschell found in History of Southwest Texas, 1907, includes information 

about his father Franz. 

 Frank Burttschell was one of the pioneers of Colorado County.  He took up 

a tract of wild land in the vicinity of Mentz and at once began the task of clearing 

and improving a homestead.  There being no railways in that section of the state, 

all the surplus products of the little farm which he improved had to be marketed 

in Houston or Brownsville.  The round-trip often took several weeks to 

accomplish.  He made the journey with ox-teams, going heavily loaded and 

coming back with a large stock of goods for home use and for merchants of the 

town.   

 Needless to say, life was hard.  The settlers had to clear land, build some 

kind of house and other shelter, plant crops, and try to begin a new life in the 

Texas climate.   However, by 1848 these first settlers must have been satisfied 

with their choices because more Braden siblings as well as the widowed mother 

Anna Margaretha Epeneter set sail for Texas. The Adelsverein’s plans had 

ended with bankruptcy in 1847 so this group came on its own and arrived in 

Galveston on November 27, 1848. All of the family except for one daughter 

came to Texas although two of her sons must have emigrated later as they are 

also found in the Mentz records.  A single daughter married Peter J. Wendel.  

The oldest son George Joseph and his family settled in San Antonio.  The 1848 



group also included a brother of Anton Braden as well as other Büdesheimers.  

There were 24 children in the group.  Whether the arrangements to join the 

first group were made before that group left, I don’t know. 

 Now, the history of Mentz also includes the history of Bernardo.  You will 

notice on the map that the San Bernard River is the boundary between Austin 

and Colorado counties.  There is a branch of the river in the Bernardo area 

which is called the Little Bernard or  the German Branch.  So the area has also 

been called San Bernard and Bernardo Prairie.  According to the history of the 

Cat Spring Agricultural Society to which many Mentz and Bernardo farmers 

belonged, another early name was Braden Settlement.  Someone searching the 

deed records of Braden and related families noted that Adam Braden, Anton 

Braden, Sr., Anton Braden, Jr., and Andreas Braden were serious buyers of 

land in Colorado County beginning in 1870 and continuing through the 1880’s.  

From an article in the November 6, 1876, issue of the Colorado County Citizen: 

The Bernard is a fine settlement, the majority of the inhabitants being German 

numbering perhaps 500.  There is a very good brass band, composed entirely of 

farmers and a singing society called “New Mines Singing Society.” 

 There are no city limits signs between the two settlements which are four 

to five miles apart – depending on which way you drive.  I think of Bernardo as 

the “business” section.  The first post office for the area was at Bernardo – San 

Bernard.  At various times the community included general stores, a doctor’s 

office, a dance hall, a blacksmith shop, a cotton gin, a garage, a millinery shop, 

and a winery.  The store is still there along with the Bernardo Fire Department 

building.  There are a few more homes near the crossroads.  Mentz is the 

“social” center with the church, hall and pavilion, and baseball field.  In the 

early years Mentz also had a store – probably also the location of the post 

office. 

 …concerning the Bernardo Bears baseball team: The first team was called 

the Bernardo Hurricanes and existed from 1951-1963.  In 1970 the Bernardo 

Bears began playing and continued for 45 years until 2015.  There is no team 

this year. 

 By 1857 there were enough Catholic families in the area to begin to plan 

for a church building.  They had been following the tradition of their homeland 

for a number of years by having a picnic on the feast of St. Roch.  The priests 

from Frelsburg rode their horses through the woods to minister to the Catholic 

families and have Mass in the homes.  The early baptism and marriage records 

for the Mentz-Bernardo families are in the books of  Sts. Peter and Paul parish 

in Frelsburg that was established in 1847.  Ten years later in 1857 Franz 

Burttschell and his wife – for $1.00 -- deeded 4 ¾ acres of land to the Bishop of 

Galveston “to be used or the purpose of erecting a church…also with the 

privilege of erecting a parsonage and school building to benefit the Roman 



Catholic community of the Bernard Settlements.”  Eight months later Joseph 

and Julia Ann Hoover donated another six acres. 

 In 1858 the first church was built in the area where the cemetery is now 

located according to the cornerstone of the current building.  A larger building 

was later needed.  The parishioners built a stone church –mostly by hand.  

They hauled sandstone by ox-wagon for days from Pin Oak Creek bottom.  This 

creek east of Cummings Creek is located on the Zimmerscheit League on the 

Charles Leyendecker, Sr. land.  Sadly, the second church burned down as did 

the second St. Rochus Chapel in Bingen.  The current building was completed 

in 1941. 

 In early 1861 these settlers had to make more difficult choices.  In the 

previous 10-15 years they had cleared land and built homes.  There were 

marriages and baptisms in the St. Roch church books.  Now they had to 

respond to a call for secession of Texas from the Union.  One of the reasons 

that Germans left their homeland was that their sons had to serve the ruling 

king, prince, or duke.   

 When the second group of Büdesheimers made plans to join their family 

members and friends in Texas, Mayor St. George had to write again to the 

Grand Ducal Hessian County Council.  The son of George Joseph Braden had 

been called to service.  In order for the son to travel with the family, the 

Council had to grant permission. “We do not presume he wants to evade 

service in his fatherland.”  Permission was granted although the message didn’t 

make it to the 2nd company of the Grand-Ducal Hessian 4th Infantry Regiment 

the first time.  The company captain was looking for the son.  Evidently, the 

letters were finally received.   

 Some settlers were citizens of the United States.  They did not share the 

cultural heritage of the southern born neighbors. In 1850 more than one third 

of the county’s free white residents were born in Germany.   In the February 

12, 1861, election in the Dunlavy precinct which included Mentz and 

Bernardo, the vote was 41 against and 10 for.  However, Texas as a state had 

voted in favor of secession from the Union.     

 The State of Texas encouraged counties and communities to organize 

troop units for their protection.  Some men eligible for military service joined 

the Alleyton and New Mainz German Home Guard which was part of the Texas 

State Troops, 22nd Brigade.  Some of the men later joined a regular company – 

whether for the small stipend, adventure, something to do between planting 

and harvesting, or because they were coerced!   

 There are also tales of men who dressed as women and were seen 

working with the women and children in the fields as the sheriff’s men rode by. 

My great grandfather evidently hid in the woods during the day.  He left a trail 

of sticks so my great grandmother could take lunch to him.  One day he was 



home when the sheriff’s men rode by.  He jumped in the horse trough – 

probably one made from a big log – and lay low until the danger passed.   

 Some men worked as teamsters moving cotton to the valley or Mexico. 

Bernardo was a dumping station for cotton on that route.  Others attempted to 

find refuge in Mexico on the way to the North.  Dr. Herman Nagel and his son 

Charles were successful and later settled in St. Louis.  They had lived in the 

Bernardo area where Charles was born and later moved to Millheim in Austin 

County.  Charles graduated from St. Louis Law School.  He became active in 

public affairs and politics and served in the Missouri House of Representatives.  

In March 1909 President Taft appointed him Secretary of Commerce and Labor, 

the first native-born Texan to become a member of a president’s cabinet.  

(Bernardo’s Claim to Fame)  In 1934 Nagel wrote A Boy’s Civil War Story, an 

account of his boyhood in Texas.  The first chapter describes the Bernardo area 

– landscape, animals, etc. 

 During the nine years of the Reconstruction Period following the war, the 

ancestors had to accept the hardships that were common to all.  Many German 

immigrants apparently blamed white slaveholders for the disaster of secession 

and accepted Congressional Reconstruction as necessary and deserved. The 

county had escaped invasion during the war; it was not occupied by a 

defending or invading army. This area was also somewhat isolated.  Perhaps 

circumstances were not quite so bad since their livelihood did not depend on 

slave labor.  The German role during the period promised to be vital.  The 

German dominated precincts (Frelsburg and Mentz-Bernardo) had influence 

through their votes in certain elections.  (From Volume 5, No. 1 – Nesbitt Library 

Journal) 

 In 1872 near the end of the Reconstruction period, free public schools 

were established in Mentz and Bernardo.  County funding provided for four 

and ½ months.  Since there were not many lay teachers who could afford to 

work only for that short period of time, Catholic nuns were allowed to teach in 

those areas that were predominately Catholic. However, they could not teach 

religion during the free school period.  The buildings were owned by the parish. 

The nuns could also combine their incomes which allowed for extended school 

time of ten months.  The parents paid a $1.00 or 50 cents per child for the 

additional months. The average enrollment for many years was about 70 in 

both Mentz and Bernardo; the last years the number was about half.   

 More non-Catholics were moving into the area. Families were moving to 

other areas.  Many moved to Wharton County, near El Campo where I live.  The 

railroad was coming through.  There was rich farmland.  With more general 

prosperity and more lay teachers, the Catholic schools were closed.  St. Joseph 

School in Bernardo merged with Mentz in 1912.  The Mentz school closed in 

1916.  The Bernardo school building became the county school and then part 

of the Columbus ISD.  The school closed when bussing was available.   



 There was another school in the area, Bachelor Hill, where the 

Zimmerscheidt Road meets the road to Bernardo.  It began by 1879 with forty 

students.  My mother and her siblings attended that school since it was closer 

to their home off Zimmerscheidt Road near that road merge.   

 Zoar Lutheran Church was organized in 1904, and it was also in the 

Bachelor Hill area. The services were in English on even Sundays and in 

German on odd Sundays. A cemetery was also established with the first burial 

in 1908.  The church closed in 1948 with members moving to Cat Spring, 

Frelsburg, or Columbus.  The cemetery has continued to be used for burials.  

Like everything else it goes by several names: Zoar Lutheran Cemetery, Zion 

Lutheran Cemetery, and Bachelor Hill Cemetery. 

 By the time that America entered World War I, our ancestors had been 

here for at least sixty years – two or more generations.  Although they may have 

spoken German in their homes and community, they were American citizens.  

Some served in public office in the community and the county.  One of my 

uncles and other men from the area served in France.  During World War II, 

the fact that some still spoke German was helpful when men served in 

Germany.   

 In 1983 “Old” Mainz learned about Neu Mainz, Texas.  Professor Hans 

Galinsky, of the University of Mainz was in Texas for a symposium at the U of 

H during the Tricentennial of German Immigration to America.  Someone who 

attended the meetings gave him a booklet that was prepared for the 1982 

dedication of the Mentz-Bernardo historical marker.  Professor Galinsky later 

contacted me about a planned exhibit at the Mainz City Library which would 

show the connection between that part of Germany and Texas.  I sent him 

material and contacted others who were researching the Germany-Texas 

connection.  He received a large amount of  material to add to that which he 

had found locally and in other areas.  A tour group including Leyendecker, 

Braden, Burttschell, and Wendel descendants attended the opening of the 

exhibit in June 1988.   

 Twenty years later in 2008, Hartmut Wagner, a young journalist from 

Mainz learned about Neu Mainz, Texas.  I believe he had come across the 

collection of materials from the exhibit which are part of the permanent 

collection of the library.  He contacted the Columbus Chamber of Commerce.  

The Chamber directed him to Bill Stein, director of the Nesbitt Memorial 

Library.  Bill directed him to me.  Again, I mailed and emailed material and 

encouraged Hartmut to come to Mentz for the annual church picnic on the first 

Sunday of October.  Well, he didn’t want to wait that long – I don’t remember 

when our first exchange was – so, instead, he came for the third Sunday in 

July which is the Firemen’s Picnic.   

 The day after the picnic, Larry Uhlig drove him around to see other 

German settlements in the area – Cat Spring and Industry.  We met with him 



the day before he planned to leave.  He had some questions about what he had 

seen and learned.  He definitely wanted to know how many people lived in 

Mentz.  We told him that no one lived here because Fr. Flagg lived in Frelsburg.  

In spite of the fact that he had seen that the farms and houses were scattered 

around in a large area, his German mind wanted an accounting.  Since Mentz 

is a voting precinct, I was able to give him the number of registered voters.  We 

added for children and some non-registered voters.  

 In addition to German names there are also French, Irish, Czech, Anglo, 

and Hispanic names on the stones in the cemetery and in the parish directory.  

Many families have moved away, or the original name has been lost through 

marriage of the women in the families.  Some descendants have never heard of 

Mentz or have no connection with German names. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



RHINE -- KOBLENZ  to  MAINZ EMIGRANTS from BÜDESHEIM 

1846 – Adam Braden, Anton Braden, John 
Braden, Lucas Burttschell, John Frey, P.J. 
Wendel, Ludwig Wink 
1848 – Andreas Braden, Peter Frey, Peter 
Maerz, G. P. Wink, Jean Wink, Louis 
Wink 

***************** 
Other early families (by 1860) –  
Belzung, Benson, Brod, Dehnisch, 
Dunlavy, Franz, Gaul, Glueck, Hennecke, 
Jaeckle, Kansteiner, Kuhn, Meismer, 
Miekow, Neuendorff, Obenhaus, Prause, 
Stock, Waddill, Weishuhn, Weigel 

St. Roch Church 
1857 – land to Bishop of Galveston
1858 – 1st church building 
1860 – Church books begin 
1872 – Stone church (burned 1940) 
1941 – Current building (75 years old) 

MENTZ-BERNARDO AREA 

Post Offices – San Bernard 1853 –to N.Mainz 
New Mainz 1860-1866 
Bernardo Prairie 1875 – to Mentz 
Mentz 1889-1896; 1897-1913 
Bernardo 1898-1917 
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The firefighter: when
something burns in
Mentz, Karen Brod will be

there on the fire hose

despite his 73 years.

When he first went to
school at six years of age

he could hardly speak

English because his
parents only spoke
German with him. ln 2O05

he visited the Rhineland,

the home of his ancestors,

together with a group.

The baseball player:
Preston Neundorff s heart
beats for the Bernardo
Bears, who play their
games in Mentz. The 19

year old wears his cap
proudly with the B for
Bears logo. 25 times a
year he plays for his team
at the same place where
his father and grandfather
also played. His ancestors
come from Bingen am
Rhein.

The stay behind: Helmut
Gietz (85) lives in Bingen

because his great great
grandfath er, Franz Josef

Burtschell, remained in

the homeland in 1M5
when his brother Lukas

and others from Bingen

emigrated to Texas. Gietz

cannot speak English and

was never in Mentz. But

his wife Gerlinde (70)

stays in touch.

The judge: Francis
Truchard (55) attended
elementary school in
Mentz-today he is the
elected justice of the
peace. He has been

continuously reelected to
his office since 1962. His

great great grandfather,

Andreas Braden,

emigrated from Bingen.
Truchard, however, has

never learned German.

The historian: Arliss
Treybig (73) collects
everything about the
history of Mentz and

emigration from the
Rhi neland/Palatinate. Her
parents, her great
grandparents, her great
great grandparents are all

buried at the Mentz
cemetery. The former high

school teacher has been
resea rching their stories
for over 30 years.

The German conservator:
Larry Uhlig is one of the
few in the vicinity of
Mentz who stillspeaks
perfect German, or better
said, perfect Texas-

German. The cattle raiser
says Television statt
Fernseher, Car instead of
Auto, Luftschiff instead of
Flugzeug. Why? His

German forebeares only
heard of these inventions
after they were in Texas.

The priest: Wayne Flagg
(52) has been leading St.

Roch's Catholic Church in

Mentz for 13 years. Along
with the fire department
and the baseballteam, the
"very lively'' congregation
is the most important
institution in town. The
priest celebrates mass

four times a week where
usually at least a hundred
local citizens take part.

New Mainz: This is how the USA emigrants live today
Families from Bingen founded the Texas town about 150 years ago-few of the inhabitants speak

German-mayor dreams of a partnership with the capital IMainz]

Everybody knows New York or New Orleans-but New Mainz? The majority of the people from the

Rhineland-Palatinate [Rheinland-PfalzJr have neuer heard of it. The smalltown in Texas, which is

today called MenH, was founded by emigrants from Bingen on the Rhine. They went there and

reconstructed in that faraway place a piece of their old homeland.
*Our editor, Hartmuth Wagner, reports from Mentz in Texas

MENTZffEXAS James Harbich has loaded up his plastic plate: sausage, chicken, potato salad and beans

in a tomato sauce. To go along with it the Texan with the white cowboy hat and the graying beard drinks

iced tea by the cupful. The fire department in Harbich's town is putting on a BBQ today and Harbich is

making the most of it. lt is also expected that he will be in church tomorrow, along with all the others on

the neighboring tables,

t 
The Rheinland-Pfalz is one of the sixteen states of the Federal Republic of Germany



Off tgTexa.s urith ten children

A BBQ on the other side of the Atlantic in the middle of Texas. Yet the Rhineland is so close.

Harbich's home town is Mentz, earlier called Neu Mainz, later New Mainz. Harbich's church is called St.

Roch's church like the St. Rochus chapel at Bingen on the Rhine. Harbich's ancestors, the Burtschells,

came from there. His great great grandparents, Lukas and Elisabeth Burtschell, emigrated from there in

1845-with their five daughters (Magdalena, Katharena, Ottila, Josephina, Sophia) and their five sons

(Franz, Anton, Joseph, Jakob and Heinrich). The trip to the New World demanded of the family great

sacrifices and an iron-clad resolve. Saying goodbye to friends and homeland, a three month passage

across the Atlantic on a sail ship, a weeks long trek by foot into the interior of Texas, the family had to
make its way through the territory of hostile lndians, a 150 kilometer long journey under scorching heat.

An their goal: an empty, uninhabited piece of land. Here the Burtschells and other emigrants founded

the locale Neu Mainz.

Mqntz is a.n Enisma

'This here is Mentz," points out Harbich while he stirs sugar into his tea. "Here the church, there

the cemet€ry, and over there the baseball field." But he is aware that Mentz is an enigma. lt is depicted

on maps; you can even zoom in with Google Earth. And: a green highway sign points the way to Mentz.

But whoever takes the kilometer long road to Mentz never knows when he has arrived. There are

individual houses on the edge of oak and pine forests along the way, but there is no sign that says here

is Mentz. The people of Mentz tend to speak more in terms of their community rather than the town,

which includes the neighboring locale of Bernardo. Therefore, it is difficult to say how many inhabitants

Mentz actually has. 'The count lies somewhere between 100 and 400. Exactly how many nobody knows

for sure," says Harbich. He has to know: his friends refer to him as the mayor of Mentz.

Why was Neu Mainz changed to Mentz? "Mentz is easier to pronounce for Americans," explains

the historian of Mentz, Arliss Treybig. "ln addition, the young people of Mentz have lost the connection

to Mainz. Moreover, the US government demanded that the Germans adapt--especially before the First

World War. As an aside: while in the US Mainz was changed to Mentz, in the Rhineland it was just the

opposite. "Documents from the Middle Ages usually designate Mainz as "Mentze" ar "Mentzen,"

explains the linguistics researcher Rudolf Steffens from the University of Mainz. The name 'Mainz' only

gained general acceptance later. "

When the citizens of Mentz celebrate, they do so on BBQ pits several meters long made of
concrete blocks. "The festivals at the church were always the highpoint for us," reminisces Harbich.

When we were kids we collected bottles that had a deposit and exchanged these for ice-cream. Then,

as wild teenagers, we chased after the girls. Today, I come with my family because of the sausage."

Harbich's plate is empty, likewise three cups of tea. Time for big plans: "We need to have a kind

of city partnership between Mentz and Mainz." The mayor knows: only a few of the citizens of Mentz

have even heard of Mainz. And in Mainz Mentz is completely unknown, even to the city government and

the city archives. "A partnership could bring history alive again," enthuses Harbich. "We would be ready

for it!"



Portrait of a Descendant

l,[r. John Henneke, who will be ninety in April, 7982, has lived on the same
location (about ten miles frqn Colunbus near fH 10) in the Bernardo a.rea for
most of his life. The son of Henry Henneke t Jr. and Mary ylaerz (married in
1882) he was born in laoulton in 1892. ID the faI1 of that year, the family
moved back to the Bernardo area where they lived on the "I(uhn rent pIaceil
before moving to the present location. After his marriage in November, 192L,
to Lottie Runge from the Industryr/New Ulm area, the young eouple moved in with
his lnrents and lived with them for about four years. They then moved to a
house nearby where ttrey lived for another four years or so. After that time
the parents and the young couple exchanged honresi John and Lottie have lived
on the same location, but not in the same house, ever since. After Henry
died, the mother lived with the couple until she died about 1945.

John Hennekers lnternal grandparents \rere Heinrich Henneke and Hedwig Mi1ler.
Heinrich was the son of Joseph Henneke (or Henneeke) arxt Anna Maria Midike
(Midige) who came to Texas from OldenJrurg? about L846. ?no of Heinrichis
brothers and at least two of his sisters had come to Texas in December of
1834 and settled in the present Colorado/Ar:stin County 6rrea. Heinrich and
Hedwig married April 2, J-850; J. Anstaett, priest of Frelsburg performed the
ceremony. John did not know his grandfather Heinrich Henneke very welli he
does remember his grandfather coming to see them on a trro-wheel cart puIIed
by a horse. ?he graruJmother Hedwig Miller was tJ.e daughter of Edmund Miller
and Wi,lhelmina Spiess.

John Hennekets maternal grandparents were Jacob Maerz and Carolina Schittn?.
Jaeob emigrated with his parents, Peter Maerz and Katharina Birot, from
Buedesheim (near Bingen on the Rhine) in 1848.

Mr. Henneke attended the Catholic school at Bernardo; he had only nuns for
teachers. He attended through the sixth grade; he quit sehool after making
his Holy Cwurunj-on at the age of twelve. H€ renresrbers that they prayed before
schoolr dt noon, and after school. The sisters gave instructions as to behav-
ior on the road to and from school and to treatrnent of people they met on the
wd.1rr On Friday afternoon the parents of one of the strdents attending the
Bernardo school would pick up the sisters and take them to Mentz. On Sunday
afternoon the same parents would take them back to Bernardo. The parents
would alternate this duty. The sehool had two roomsi the nuns had a house
nearby. The school was remodeled after the Catholic school closed; it then
became the public school. Part of the building was moved to another location.

Mr. Henneke worked around home dr:ring the week. on Sundays he would go fishing
oy catch gophers. When he was oIder, he went to dances at Mentz and later at
Bernardo. When he was seventeen, Mentz had a dance ha1l; dances were held
once a month. A haI1 rras built later at Bernardo, and dances were held once a
month there. He met his wife at a dance; she was the only girl he ever dated.

The family went by horse and buggy to church at l,Ientz. Mr. Henneke does not
rstember when Mass started, but they usually returned home after 12:00 noon.



Many people rode horses to church so that after church there was "a bunch of
riders going," He al-so remembers that the children sat in front of the church
with the nuns; they stayed in church until the adults left. Shown a picture of
a band inside the dec-orated chr:rchf t+r. Henneke reurarked that the Br:rtschel].
family had a band which played in church for the funeral of band members. A

simiLar picture in the possession of tillie Gloger of Coh-mbus indicated that
the picture was taken on Christlras Day in tfie church. A notatj-on on the back
ird.icated that it was the Burtschell band.

Although nearly ninety, FIr. Henneke appears to be about fifteen years younger.
He is still active-'driving to church, to tovrn, and to the auction. He is
up-to-date on current affairs and has strong opinions about the governmentt
the Iaw, €tc. He remesrbers who married whour-when and where-dates of births,
marriages, and deaths. He has lived by tfie rules and exanples of h:is parents
and the nuns who taught hfu, and he feels secure in his life. H€ doesn't smoke
ard has never indulged deeply in a-Icoho1; he takes no medicine. His hotse is
a short drive fron fH 1O; since he has lived on or near the same spot most of
his nearly ninety years, he has seen the develolxrent frqn rough road to hi-gh-
way 90 to an interstate highway. At one time he drove his cattle across the
road in the morning and again in the afternoon where now large trucks travel.
fn spite of tJre way civilization has changed hj.s vierr across the land where he
rai.sed corn and cotton, he and his wife still speak German to each other.

When asked what he rqrembers about "o1d Limerst'and the t'old daysr" he said
that ttthere was no money to makerr and "everyone lived mighty close.r He
recalled a Mr. Miekow who always said, "r dontt have enough to throw away, but
I got enough to do h€.ft He remembers AdoLph I{ende1 who, for sorne reason, hras
calIed "Plor,v-Hand1e" Wendel-the nickname being in German, of course. H€ also
renernbers h:ls daddy who tried to cross a flooded creek witl two mules and a
haek. One of ttre mules rf,as shorter than the other, and the water went across
the shorter mule and the hack; however, they all made it across. Once he gets
started, I{r Henneke has many interesting and htunorous stories to tell.

Mr. Henneke does not rernember hearing anything about the days in Europe or the
reasons why his ancestors came to Texas and the Bernardo-Mentz area. As a
descendant of these early settlers, however, he represents the strength and
determination that helped thern to settle and develop the area so that their
descerxlants could have a better 1ife.

{te.A,, f,2)o 11.[990

Vi-si-t and interview October 2, 1981
by Lois Didner and Arliss Treybig

*picture in possession of Lois Didner
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Reminiscences of fsabel Weigel Woodruff

Note: fsabel Woodruff, who grew up in the Bernardo/Mentz area, is the daughter
of Herman C. and Lena Frey Weigel. Her grandparents were Conrad and rheresa
Sei.fert Wej.gel and John and Eva Frey.

I was born at Mentz j.n what later became the Eddie Blanchard pIace, not far
from the church. I have only one recollection about myself while we lived
there. r remember being wrapped in a qullt and carried by my father over to
the Howes whj-Ie a Gulf storm raged during the night. The Howes lived on the
road across the creek from the cemetery. I4r. Howe was crippled; his wife
crocheted a 1ot and did quite a bit of neighborhood visiting. Their only
chi1d, a son, died young. I think they were f,utheran.

Next, f remember living in Bernardo on "Main Street.t' I must have been three
or four then. My father had the Post Office which was a smal1 building to the
right of the main house. I would scribble letters to Santa Claus which my
mother would fish out of the letter box and confiscate. The smal1 bui-lding
to the left of our house \ilas a doctorts office. Dr. Colley, who had maruied
one of the Strieder girls-the oldest, Annie, I think it was-practj-ced medi-
cine out of that building.

when I ran across the name Witte (in the history), r thought about Louis witte
who had the general store at the cross roads. I believe the Willie Reitzes
operated the store after Louis Witte. I certainly reca11 the McBri.des who
lived cater-cornered across the street from the store. Mrs. McBride had a
milIinery shop. My mother Look me to buy a hat, and I cried all the way home
because the hat didntt have long ribbon streamers. Mr. McBride was a cripple,
too, as f recall.

While we lived in Bernardo, the Erank Millers lived across the street from usr
Their daughter Reetha-everyone always called her t'Reedy"-was the same age as
I was. We remained close friends until she passed away so suddenly several
years ago.

I never attended Bernardo school because we moved to a house close to where
the Kotzebues Iived, Adam Brod and his family lived around the corner from
our farm. We moved a lot; next we moved to Mentz. I did most of my growing
up in the two-story Watz house and farm. I started school while we lived there.
T had the sisters for one year-dear sweet Sister Serena and. Sister Augusta who
dominated her and the chi.idren. Sister Serena taught me to read an,iL write
German. f can not wrj-te it any more, and I can read German only if 1t0s written
in Eng1i-sh letters. The first year after the si-sters Ieft, \^re had a teaeher
named Miss Edythe Wooldridge. She came from Montana. I also had Miss Aurelia
Burtschell and Miss Margaret Trojan-now Litzrnann.

f heard my parents speak of some of the priests mentioned in the history-
Father Gury, Father Spinneweber, and Father Weimer. I think they talked more
about Father Klein; I believe he baptized me. Then there was Father Duda,
Father Berberich, and there was another Father Berberich, a relative, who had
the church at Frelsburg. He died, and I sti1l have a picture of him in his
casket.
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Willie and Addie Braden had the Mentz store. r grew up with thei.r daughters
Alice, Lavine, Mildred and Wi1lie Lee. The Bradens also had the dance hall.
I remenber that a number of people spent the night in that haII once while a
Gulf storm raged outside.

I read the name Buechnann in the history. Natalie Buechmann and I were good
friends. Her mother and Mrs. Howe were sisters. The Buechmanns lived near
Frelsburgr.

There was a lot of picnicking in those days. We also gathered at someoners
house on Sunday afternoons and took pictures and talked. Many of the pictures
include the Ford roadsters of that era. There rltrere dances and play parties.
The dances were held at the halls in Mentz and Bernardo. The parties were
in sqneonets house rrhere a birthday was celebrated.

We had a model T Ford which I Learned to drive. My mother did not trust my
driving one bit, but she needed something from Mr. Louis Winkts grocery store
in A1leyton, sor if I promised to drive real slow, she would 90. A11 went well
until a thunder shower came up while we were on our way back home. She was
even more afraid of bad weattrer than of my driving so she said I could speed
up a little. We made it home okay.

Isabel Woodruff and her husband Bill live in Houston. These reminiscences
are taken from letters of March, L982.
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BERNARDO 1910 Photo: Charles A. Hennecke

BERNARDO FEAST - JULY LgL4 Photo: Charles A. Hennecke

Grandson: Katherine Burttschell Hennecke
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TIIE COIORA}O COUNTT CITIZTN
Frfulay, Au8rrst 4, 1922

( 
"opy 

furnish"a Uy Isabel YJeigBI l{oodnrff )

COTTRA} IIEIGET, DIES IN I(AR$ES COUNTY AND IS BURTED AT HEITZ
I . ! | | t I rt- -

Conrad IreISpl , 94 yeat olil pLoneer of ldentzr ilietl at the hone of his son in
Karnes corurty on July 2l mit hte body ras shippetl here and bnrrieil at the llentz
Catholic ceneterlr on July 25 in the preaence of a large crord of his frlenils .

anil relatlves. Rev. Duila offlcated at the buriaf servl'ce

Itle ners of lfir. lyelgpl i s death ras r€ceiveal at l{entz on July 2J anil the ners
of the death of one of the:corunrnities o1d pioneer citlzens nade the entlre
commaity sad. Ee illeit at the hone of his son, Andrer l[eigeL at Gil1ett, I(arnes
County, There be had resLdeil for the past four or flve years.

Conrait Weigel rag bora Ln Bavarla, Germany on Feb. 18t 1828. Uhen five years
o}d he left that country rlt'h his parents and settleil in ller York ' rhere they
llveil untl1 he tas 10 years ofa. In 18rB he cane, rith hla parents to Texas anil
eettleil at lbelstmrg, *here they liveil for a nurnber of years. Fron the tLne he
ras 16 to hls trenty-foulth yea.r he tas a hostler anil corboy. Souetine later he
marrieil lliss Frances wlnk anil uoveA to uentz. To thls union rere borzr nLne
chililren, of rhLch four ane ltvlng. One has been nisslng for more than 25 years,
Ithe living chilrtren are.Anilrer feigelr ldrs. IIu. Freis of Gillettr ur8. Anton *
llelson anat U!s. Conraa Eennecke of Benlarilo. lltre nS.ssLng child ls A. D. Wei8e1.

After the rteath of hts first f,Lfe he later narried Blss Ihreaia Selfert. To
thls unlon elght chllitren rere bottt, of rhich only ihree are ).ivlng. These are
trefinan Weigel of entz, Paul seigel of Choate anil i[ra. Frark Schoellnan of Naila.
Hii sec6na nlfe hail been deait flfteen years at the tine of hls tleath.

Corlfad lfeirel llvetl in llentz alnost alf his life anit ras loveil by everyone rho
knet hlfi; He ras a good honest anit straidrt-for:rard citizen. He nas a Confetlerate
vetaran anil was ilraying a snall pension at the tlme of his ileath. He ras tnre to
his courltry anit to his church. He ras a poor nan but ras alrays reaaly to help
rhere h?lp rzrs neetled. Just ten tlays before hls Aeath r !'fr. I[eiSells flfth
generatlon ras botn.

At the itme of hlg <leath U!. ?rei8:el ras 94 years ' ! nonths anil 6 days olit.
Retratives and frienils fron a dietance *ho attentleil the funeraL vere lt[r. arrtl Urs.
P. A. WelSeI aatl ilaughter, Lorena of Choate, r. and !Irs. lglm. Frels anil son
I{efbert anit l,Ir. arld Mrs. Anilrer }Ielgel anil daughter Luclle of Gi}lett and Frar&
Schoellnafi of Naila, Ur. aral ltrrs. Albert Srandes anit littIe daughter arrtl Hr. antl

Urs. John Rolf antt chilalren of Jones Creek. antl tlr. antl l{rs. Louis Shuetta anil
childrin of ev Ufio.
( Cfroate ls a smal1 comnrnity in Xarnes Co. near Keneity).
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CONRAD IIITIGEL

(cause of white spot on face not known)

Gillet, Texas, on his 94tt'birthdaY

Comments from Isabel Weigel Woodruff, granddaughter of Conrad Weigel

"He was quite a character. He spent his last years between our house and

some of his other children who lived at Gillett in Karnes County - namely Paul

and Ella Weigel, Andrew and Mary Weigel, and Willie and Annie Weigel Frels.

Bmma Schoellmann of Nada was also a daughter. He was almost blind in his

last years - and lonely. Let company come, and he's regale them with his

stories about his younger days when he'd make trips to Matamoras, Mexico,

with loads of cotton on wagons drawn by oxen. My mother would groan and

throw up her hands -'there we go again.' He had a large family but many were

wiped out by an outbreak of yellow fever which must have been prevalent at

that time."
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MENTZ, TEXAS MEMORIES

Cousin Arliss asked rne to recall my memories of Mentz. I am probably one of the last to remember
anything frorn the long ago period. As I recallthere was a generalstore and dance hall owned by the
Willie Braden family. Down the road was St. Roch's church. When the church had their annual 'Feast" it
was held at the dance hall grounds. The day included a dance, music by a local orchestra. I remember
many dances with rnusic by Baca' and Jody Braden's bands. Families brought their young children and
let thern run until they got tired and then put them down on patlets to sleep until the music quit.

There was a school by the church 5o far as I know nuns taught there. Later a lay teacher took over my
cousins Elrner, Reuben and Myrtle Braden and our cousin, Elvera Wendel went there. They must have
walked, rode a horse or taken by buggly. Also Willeen, Gladys and Howard Meyer and the Schindler
children were students there. Willeen recalled how they would pick dewberries in the spring along the
way for their lunch. Also Henry Lee Grabow who lived across ttre road from the Meyers attended. At
this time roads were so bad that we didn't get very far from home and did not learn to know everyone
in the community really well. All of the above mentioned Mentz students became fine productive
citizens. Mentz teachers of that time must have done a good job.

As I remember the church was a rather dismal looking building. lts one outstanding feature was a
beautiful gold hanging sacristy lamp. lt also had a pump pipe organ that had to be rnanually pumped to
play. As I remember Addie Miekow was the organist. After she left my aunt Dora Braden took over. My
dad was always a choir member. Church was putting on Sunday best, going early and often. Some of
the farmers never made it inside the church-they stayed outside to visit. One day we saw a column of
black smoke and it turned out to be the church on fire. lt was a total loss. I often wonder if the sacristy
lamp fell and started the fire. For a longtime while the church we have today was being buitt mass was
in the rectory next door. Some years ago the old school building was moved down the road to the
M entzwood subdivision.

Dad and his brother, Oscar. owned a small acreage behind the Mentz store with no access. To get there
we had to cross other's property. We went there to get our pine Christmas tree. Years later when both
brothers were gone mom and Aunt Dora Braden sold the property.

One memory I have is Aunt Jocelyn and Grandma Hennecke's fine Model T car. I loved to ride in it ond
so it I begged my woy on Sundays to go home with them. On the woy I remember passing by the
beautiful wild phlox growing on the roadside and passing by the house Aunt Pauline and Uncle Bill lived

in and where they lost a baby, Corrine.

There is one house still standing on the road to Mentz-the Kansteiner house, painted white and I

olwoys odmired it The schaol closed when o new two raom school was built ot Bernordo. Esther Meyer

and Bernice Becica taught there. As they drove there they picked up kids walking I guess my outstanding
memory would be bad roads. Thankfully thot hos been remedied.

Marie Braden Meyer Whiteley, (1925-20L5)

Written April 2011



Free Public Schoole /*J Joseph's School, Bernardo

Note: The following informati-on taken from The History of the Sisters of
Providence, pages 163 to L66, relates 9"rr"ril1y-Eilffiec-ifFafty t" tr,;
at Bernardo.

Divine
school

In seventeen years (1886-1903) Mother Florence opened forty-seven schools.
rn accepting these schools, she asked that three requi.sites be fulfil1ed:
permission of the bishop in whose diocese the school was situated ( she also
had to obtain her or,.rn bj-shopts permi-ssion to accept a school out of his
diocese), a suitable dwelling place for the sisters, and a schoolhouse. A
"suitable dwelling place' in that period did not mean what it connotes today.
Country places were sti11 very primitive; and. almost every dwelling was a
1itt1e frame structure which never could be heated properly in the winter.
The sistersr ds well as all the people of the pIace, burned wood, coal t ot
oil for cooking and heating; they used kerosene lamps; they pumped water from
a well or drew it in buckets from cisterns, which were sometimes close to the
house but frequently at a distance. There were no modern conveniences in these
homes. The schoolhouse was a small building of one, sometimes trwo, rarely
three or four rooms. Usually the crovrded conditions compelled one sister to
take her class to the porch or even to the yard under a shady tree.

The forty-seven schools can be grouped into three types: the parish school,
the private school belonging to the Sisters of Divine Providence, and the free
public school. Some schools were opened as one tlper but in a year or so they
were changed to another; a few remained throughout the period as they had
started.

Mother St. Andrew had opened sixteen free public schools previ-ous to 1885, and
and. Mother Florence continued her policy in counties where such schools were
requested by the people, althoughr as she wrote Bishop Gallagher in May, L894,
she preferred the parish school and only permitted the sisters to teach the
free public school when the people were too poor to provide a parish school.
These schools were, for the most partr in Medina, Columbus, and Fayette
Counties, where the people of the vicinity hrere Catholic. Under the community
system, the citizens conducted their schoolse using the school money for
salaries. The school building lras not publie property, and the children were
not taught by Jay teachers; but the building was owned. by the parish or the
si-sters and the children were taught by the sisters.

To teach in these free schools, the sister had to take an examination given
by the school board of the county where she was to teach. Moreover, the
teachers in most of these counties had to know either German or Czech, sometimes
both, since the beginners in school did not know English and since the parents
wanted these languages taught in the schools so that their children could read
and write their own language besides speaking it.

The sisters r free schools had terms of ten months instead of the four months
of the regular public school, When the money allotted by the county was used
up by the sisters, the people of the parish paid a tuitj-on of a doJ-lar or fifty
cents per month per child, according to the contact made.
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These so-ca11ed free schools resulted from a need of the times. In the 1870ts
and l88Ots there \^/ere very few schoolteachers; moreover, not many 1ay people
could have one profession for four months of the year and another for the next
eight months. But religious women of a congregation placed all their earni-ngs
into a common fund from which each shared alike and lived from day to day a
life of frugality. They could, therefore, teach children of those counties
which did not provide an annual living \rrage. fn the 1890ts when people began
to have more financial resources, more Iay Leachers \^rere available. Population
shifts brought more non-Catholics into the areas. Many of these people
objected to having sisters teach their children, fearing they would instruct
them in the Catholic faith. From the beginnings of these free schools, the
sisters never taught religion to non-Catholj-c children and never during the
time allotted to the free school. Nevertheless, accusations were mdd€r

One example is the case of the school at Bernardo ?rairie, Colorado County.
An accusation was made against the county judge for allowing the sisters to
teach since they hrere reported to be teaching religion. A story was told
about a particular incident to prove the point, and printed in the German paper.
In the next issue the county judge refuted it saying that he knew the man who
had concocted the story and he had learned that no such incident had occurred.
He stated, moreover, that on several occasions people had complained to him
that the sisters lvere teaching relgion in the free schools. As soon as the
accusations r^rere made, he had them carefully examined and never had he found
them true. H€ even went further: he brought the accusers back to his office
asking where they got their information since he could not find the accusa-
tions true. Invariably, each one statedr t'I heard that the sisters were
teaching nothing but religion; I forgot who said it."

-27 -



Other References to Bernardofirtentz

The book An Earlv Hj-story of Favet_te Countz by Weyand and Wade (published 1936)
has two references to the Bernardor/t,tentz area'

The first reference, on pages 244 & 245, is taken from Eagle Lake Headlight,
ItFrontier Timesrrt IX. No. 4, 157-8.

Saturday, February 23, 1861 was an exciting day in the history
of our neighboring Colorado County. It was the election day
to decide the question of Secession.

Dunlarryz precinct (the present precincts of Mentz and Bernardo)
voted as follows;

For Secessi-on 10
Against Secession 4L

The second reference is found on page 259 rrnder the chapter rrCotton Trade
Between Fayette County and Mexico During the (Civil) War."

Fayette County teamsters hauled to Mexico not only cotton raised
in the county but also cotton raised i-n East Texas and Louisiana.
Cotton raised in those sections was not hauled directly to Mexico,
but it was dumped at certain convenient places from where it was
relayed to its destination. These dr-unping stations were Alleyton,
Bernard, and Columbus in Colorado Coi:nty....
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BRADEN SETTLEMENT

The term ,,Braden Settlement" is found in the two centennial publications
(1956) of the Cat Spring Agricultural Societyl Century of Agricultural-
progfess (the minutes of the organization) and ry 9a.! spring_p- (a

frffir-fof the area and some of its people ) . The minutes include the names

of proposed and accepted. members. Among these are four listed as being from

the Braden Settlement; Mr. Liermann(1867), Mr. Dore(1870), Heinrich Moeller
(1g70), and pedecke (1873) . Clarificatj.on of the term I'Braden Settlementt'
is found in a sentence (page 141) from The Cat Spring Story.

Many bois dr arc or Osage orange hedge fences \^rere raised
here, and remnants can be found here and there, especially
near Bernardo or the Braden settlement as it was known in
the early daYs.

CAT SPRING AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY

The Society, organized in 1856, was composed of men from the general Cat
Spring area who joined together for mutual benefit. Many of the men were

educated i-n many fields other than agriculture so they shared what knowledge

and oq>erience as well as plants, seeds, etc. they had. This sharing is
indicaled by the following sentence from page 9 of the printed minutes.

At least one member in each of the three cormnunities: Cat Spring,
t'tillhetm and Bernardo shalI then have the responsibility to
grov/ more seed for the members residing in these conununities.

KRET ZSC HMAR/"RAUS E,/Nacer-

The Cat Spring Stgry includes biographies of some of the families from the
C"t spring-Milfheim'Bernardo area. Several of these biographies include
comments about the area whi-ch give an insight into the early tjmes.

Gustav Emil Kretzschmar was born in the Bernard area in LB57 3

he had one sister and seven brotherso Their parents had

chosen this area when they came from the o1d country because

wild game and fish were plentiful. They had timber that was

So necessary to build 1og houses and zig-zag fences made of
rai1s. One of the members of the family reports that turkeys
were shot out of the trees so fat they popped open as they
fel1 to the ground. Mr. Kretzschmar hauled freight between
Houston and Bernardo. ( page 57')

Arnold prause II came as a child with his father and mother
to American from wallenburg schlesi-en, Germany, He settled
in the Bernardo community in 1860o He had a cotton gin which
was operated with oxen for power and later with mules until
steam po$rer came into us€ r ( page 67 )

Carl Nage1, son of DI. Herman Nagele was born in LB49 on his
fatherrs farm in Bernardo. After his parents moved to Millheim,
he began his educatj-on under E. G. Maetze. At the age of
fourteen his father, siding with the unionts cause, took carl
to Mexico and f inally settled j-n St . Louis, Missouri . trlagel

rose in political power and was appointed as Secretary of
Commerce and Labor during President Taftts administration.

( page 65 )
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other publications include references to early Colorado County settlers. The
New Encyclopedia of Texas, published in 1935 during the Texas Centennial,
i-ncludes several such references.

Jake Maerz, a son of Pete Maerz who came to Texas from Germany
in the early part of the nineteenth century, was a land,owner,
planter, and frei.ghter of colorado county. He operated many
teams of oxen and hauled cotton and other commodities from
Colorado to Matagorda County and also Mexico.

John Reitz and his wife, Ti11ie Burtschell Reitz, r,rere both
native Texans and member-s of pioneer families of Colorado
County. Both the Reitz and Br:rtsche11 families engaged in
cattle, horse, mu1e, and sheep businesses since early days.

Ed Braden (wife-t'lary Doree Braden) was a pioneer gin builder
and. operated plants at various times at Bernardo and AJ.leyton.

AREA ROADS

Roads in the Bernardo area named for area settlers include oittmar Road,
Liermann Road, Reitz-guinn Road, Reichardt Lane, Schmoeller-Sens Road,
Kveton Road, and Nelson Lane. Dietrich Lane, Hennecke Road, A. Braden Road,
and Brod Road are sorne of the roads in the Mentz area for early settlers.
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OBITUARY OF MRS. JOSEPHTNE BROD-January 27 , 1918

Mrsr Josephine Brod, one of the oldest and most highly respected ladies in
the entj.re county, died here(Columbus)last Sunday afternoon. She had been
ailing for several months, and was confined to her bed for about three weeks
preceding her death.

Mrs. Brod was the widow of the late Jacob Brodc Srt, she was born in Germany
January 2Or 1827, and was ninety one years and one week o1d at the time of
her death. She was a daughter of Mr" and Mrso Lucas Burttschell and came to
the united States with her parents in 1844. They settled at Frelsburg and
lived there several years, later moving to the Bernard or Mentz section where
they lived for many years. In LB47 she was uni-td in marriage with Jacob
Brod, Sr. of the marriage there were born nine children, seven sons and two
daughters, all of whom preceded her in death except four sons, Jacob Brod, Jr.,
of Cameron, Frank Brod of San Antonio, Anton Brod of Sunnyside, and Charle
Arod of Waco. She had 59 grandchildren, 138 great grand children, and 1O
great-great grandchildren. Her husband died in L906, after fifty nine years
of maried life. Every year for many years prior to the death of her hus-
band they celebrated Lheir marriage, their golden wedding in 1897 having been
one of the greatest similar events ever celebrated i.n this section of the
State. About two years after her husbandis death she moved to Coh:rnbus and
made her home with her grand d.aughter, Mrs. Louise Trojan, where she spent
the remaining years of her remarkable life.
Mrs. Brod was born at a 1itt1e place in Germany called Bingen on the Rhlne,
a place made famous in literature by the celebrated poem entitled frBingen
on the Rhin€r" a touching story of a soldierts death in Algiers and of the
message he asked his comrade to take Lo his mother, sister and sweetheart
at ttBingen on the Rhirfe . tf

Like most of the substantial families of Lhat section of Germdnyr Mrs. Brodrs
family required her to learn a trade. Her Lrade was that of ci-gar maker, and
in her late years she enjoyed telling of the early experiences in Texas when
the people suffered many hardshi-ps and those that prospered most were the
ones who worked the hardest. She was a grreat cigar maker, being ab1e, it is
said, to make about five hundred cigars by hand a day. They built up quite a
cigar trade in thj-s section and made their first money in that werlo The
first wagon they bought after coning to this country was hand madee made in
this county at a cost of $150.00 and was paid for by money she earned as a
cigar maker, Among other experiences related by her was that when she came
to this country she brought with her a water yoke like those used in the o1d
country. They had no water on the place at Frelsburg, so she used that
water yoke to carry water from a spri-ng a few miles away. .

Mrs r Brod trrcssessed great vitality physically, and menta11y, and was a remark-
able woman. She was a splendid business woman, highly intelligent, of a fine
character, kind and generous, and was greatly loved by those who knew her.
She was a member of the Mentz Catholic Church and was buried at Mentz Tuesday
morning Rev. Father George Barberi-ch conducting the services. The funeral
was attended by numberous relatives and hundreds of devoted friends from
various sections of the State.

*Jacob Brod served in the Confederate Army, State Troops, 22nd Brigade
unattached, C.S.A. H€ served. under Capt. J. Fn Baker. Rolls dated Jan. 30,
1853 & Feb. 28, 1863.

(material provided by great granddaughter, Rosalee Brod Meyer)
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PICNIC GATHERING OF OLD FRIENDS AND NEIGHBORS AT MENTZ

ca. 1913

Back row (men standinfl: John Brod, Herman Mever, Jacob Braden, Adam Ritter, August Schuette

holding grandchild, Willie? Mever, Edrvin Dunlav.v, Jacob Hennecke

Next row (men standing): Leander Brod, Arthur Schuette, ?, Charles Hennecke, Charles Bock,

Otto Luedecke, Lervis Iselt, Gerhard Brod
Middle row (women standing): Mrs. Herman Mever, Elizabeth Braden, Elizabeth Brod, Eva Becker,

Mrs. Schuette, Mary Hennecke, Mrs. Louisa Bock, Emma Dunlav-v, Annie Ritter.

Hattie Luedecke, Addie Brod, Mrs. Lervis Iselt, child Oscar Brod
Fourth row (women seated): Ella Ritter, Flattie Mever, Maida Boch, Ernestine Brooks,

Gertrude Hennecke, Clara Iselt, Hattie Brod, Hilda Meyer, Katie Braden

Front row (children): Herbert Mever (bo-v.- in rvhite shirt). Norma Meyer (girl in w-hite), Manuel Brod (far

left), Alan Brod, Herbert Braden. Simon Brod, Homer Meyer, Raymond hennecke, Adela Iselt,

Martha Brod, Leona Ritter, Jocel.vn Hennecke, Laura Iselt, Elsa Iselt, Pauline Hennecke,

Edna Dunlaw, Hilda Brod, Lee Dunlav,v. Alfred islet. Reinhard Brod (in rvhite shirt).

Emanuel Hennecke



FAMILY OF JOE AND E,LIZABETH (MAERZ) BRADEN

Felix and Hilda (Braden) Brod, Oscar and Dora (Braden) Braden,
Joe and Elizabeth (Maerzl Braden, Willie and Tecla (Braden) Nelson,

Leo and Leona (Braden) Polocheck, Leo and Emma (Braden) Brod



MENTZ (BURTTSCHELL?) BAND

1) Anton ?,21Wiliam Kotzebue, 3) Jake Nelson, 4) Willie Nelson

(Jake & Willie Nelson were Burttschell descendants)



A GROUP OF YOUNG PEOPLE AT MENTZ HALL
(with Mentz Band)

Back row: ?, Arthur Meyer, Paul Braden, Louisa Frey, ?, Katie Frey, Anton Frey,

Sophia Branchard?, Peter Frey, Annie Braden, ?

Secondrow (standing): ?, LuEllaBurttschell,?,?,?, ?, ?, OttoReitz, ?, RochusBraden

Third row (seated): Annie Reitz, Willie Reitz, ?,?,?, Eva Becker

Front row (seated): Leander Burttschell, ?, Annie Watz, Hattie Maerz, Dora Braden, ?,

Lillie Burttschell



CORNERSTONE OF CURRENT CHURCH BUILDING
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ST. ROCH CATHOTIC CHURCH
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ST. ROCH CEMETERY
Iron fence was erected in 1906'

It was donated to the scrap metal collection during World War II'



MENTZ BAIVD
At Chistmas Time?

According to Lois Neuendorff Didner, the owner of the photograph, the band was also called the

Burttschell Band. Lois is a descendant of Peter Nelson and Katherine Burttschell. Her

grandfather was Anton Nelson. "I assume the man on the far right is my father (John

Neuendorff, husband of Henrietta "Hattie" Nelson). I know he played the drums. First row,

fourth from left is Willie Nelson. Back row - second from left is Jake Nelson. The picture was

taken in the old church in Mentz. I guess there was a lot of musical talent in the Burttschell

family."

Front row, second from right - Paul George Braden



Rev. John

New Mainz and

'erect in said

p t tached "

., :\(wj-Heimer, pas tor of the Church of . S t.. Roch

Beraarde, his Excellency gi.ves to you the

church the Stations of the Cross r,rith the

l- oca ted a t

facul ties to

usual in<iu I gences

C. M. Dubuis
Bi.shop of Galveston

-42-



I
:

i
\

ptiettutl!,u!.W,

'{L/t/,/ e ,/, 1, /t7d() ri -

'L, {)'L /rrru'
/

On the first day of May, L874, It Claude Mary Dubuis, bishop

of Galveston, Consecrated the church in honor of St. Roch-and

today I grant to the Faithful people of Christ who vj-sit

this church on the anniversary day of this consecration, an

ind.ulgence of 40 days in the customary f orm of the Chu-rch,

C n1,1, Dul:uiS
Bishop of Galveston

I
I

.t
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St. Roch Catholic Chr.rch - Mentz, Texas
Join us for thc Srcrlflce of tbe Marr Et l0:38 s.Er.

Sur+ney. OcroBER 6o
BBQ BEEF, Pom t SRtrsaGE strw*afusg,*

Aduls $10.00 + Kids Unter Twelve $5.00 + Servirg llam - 2pm

DNrc:I){RU UNE H;\MBURCEBS rr3:OOPITI

2013 Picnic - First in new hall

According to an article in the October 3, ,198d issue ofthe Columbus papeq the parish celebrations began

over 130 years ago (1855) in honor ofthe patron, St. Roch.* These early celebrations were held on his

holy day or feast day, August 16.** The tradition ofthis early feast has evolved into St. Roch's annual

Mentz Picnic, held now primarily to raise needed funds to operate the small parish.

The May I 1, 1882, issue of the Colorado Citizen inchtded an article about another event to raise money

for the parish.

The raffle that took place on Sunday last, at Saint Rochus Church, near the Bernard, for the

benefit ol the Church, '|gas quite mt interesting affair. Quite a number of the citizens from the

surrouruling country vlere present, and a few Jrom this place. The raffling lasted for several hours and

created some enthusiasm. A great many articles were raffled and a majorily of the gentlemen who were

so fortunate as to win, were chmitable enough to present them back to Church. Mr. Wagenfuhr won the

first prize, and so disposed of it. The curiosily of the day-especially to those who had never seen

anything of the hnd before, were the three huge bells, which hung in the tower of the Church. They were

purchased last fall at a cost oJ $2100. They weigh 4500 pounds; and when all ring at once make a very

pleasant sound and can be heard at a distance of several miles.

*Since Franz Burttschell sold the land for the church in 1857 and the first church was built in 1858, these

celebrations evidently began during the time that Mass was said in the homes. The priests from Frelsburg

came through the woods on horseback to minister to the families.
**The settlers from Biidesheim by Bingen on the Rhine were continuing the tradition to honor St. Rochus

whose intercession the people ofBingen implored in 1666 to save them fiom the plague.



REFERENCES FROM GERMANY
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MATNZ

Mainz t ot Mentz, the largest town in the grandduchy of Hesse-Dannstadt, one
of the strongest fortresses in Germdnyt and formerly the seat of an arch-
bishop and elector, is situated on a rising ground on the left bank of the
Rhine, nearly opposite the influx of the Main (river).

Mainz, one of the oldest cities in Germanyr was originally a Celtic settle-
ment. Its strategic importance was early recognized by the Romans, and in
13 B.Co Drusus, the son-in-Iaw of Augustus, erected a fortified camp(caqtn-un)
therer to which a smaller castellum (the modern Castel) on the op,trrcsite bank
wasaftgnzardadded.TheEffi*"becameLatinizedasMaguntiacumor
Moguntia_cumr ad a town, Maguntia, gradually arose, which becarne the capital
of Germania Superior, In the Thirty Years r War ( 1518-1 648) Mainz was occu-
pied by the Swedes and the French. In 1792 it enthusiastically welcomed the
principles of the French Revolution, and opened its gates to the Repr:blican
troops under General Custine. ft was recaptured in the following year, but
was ceded to France by the peace of Campo Forrnio j-n a797. In L814 it was
restored to Germany and handed over to the grand-duchy of Hesse, remaining,
however, a fortress of the German Confederation, garrisoned in conunon by
Prussian, Austrian, and Hessian troops. Since 7871 it has been a fortress
of the German Elnpite. Population ( 1889 ) 65 r 000.

New-Americanized Encyglopedia
puff

BINGEN

Britannica

Bingen, ancient Bingir:rn t oy Vincum, town, West Germany, state of Hesse, is
situated on the left bank of the Rhine at its confl-uence with the Nahe; 17
miles west of Mainz. Noteworthy buildings are the 15th centurry parish
church; the castle of Klopp, in the site of an ancient Roman fortress;
the Rochus-Kape11e, a chapel on the brow of the Rochr:sbergt a high hill
back of Bingen, in i^rhich the festival of St. Rochus is celebrated; and the
Drusus nridge, with its seven arches, built about 13 B.C. In the middle of
the river optrrcsite Bingen is the celebrated Mouse Tower where, according to
legend, the cruel Bishop Hatto of tttainz was devoured by mice (969). On the
opposite side of the river, a little above Bi-ngen, is the ruined. castle of
Ehrenfels, erected about L27O. There are manufactures of tobacco, wi.nee starch,
and leather, and trade i-n wine and grain. In the uiddle Ages Bingen was a
free town but later passed to the Elector of Mainz. It was often captured in
the Thirty Yearsr War and in 1589 was almost entirely destroyed by the French.
Population (7946) 16r550.

The American Peoplgs Encyclopedia

MOUSE TOWER

Mouse Tower ( in German Der Mauseturm), is a tower on a smal1 island on the
Rhine River, Bingen, Germany. A famous legend teI1s about the tower and. the
cruel Bishop Hatto of Bingen who built it. Accordi-ng to the legend, the bishop
fled there to escape a horde of mice. The mice came to avenge the deaths of
peasants whom the cruel bishop had br:rned alive. The horde of mice attacked
the tower and devoured the wicked tyrant. Experts have identified several
historical characters with this story, including two Archbishop Hattos of
Mainz. ID reality, Mauseturm appears to be a corruption of rnautturm, meaning
ta1l tower. The tower was probably built in the 1200ts as a place for
collectingr tolls from boats on the Rhi-ne.

-49-



ROCHUSBERG/ST. ROCHTS CHAPEL

Editorts note: The following information is compiled from a variety of
sollrces: the priest of Bingen-Buedeshejrn; the archivist of the diocese of
Mainz; and the Archives of Koblenz, Germany. The material itself is in a
variety of forms: booklets, books, newspaper articles, emigration records,
and other records. The material being in the German languagre, several people
aided i-n the translatj-on and/or transcription; Julia penn of Austi-n, Mro and
Mrs. Ernest Guenther of Austj-n, Mrso Elise Theinert of San Antonio, Mrs. .Llma
Corsan of Wharton, and Elizabeth Didner and Helen Didner of Westphalia.

The Rochusberg is a long hill up the Rhi.ne from Bingen. Earlier the hill was
called The Hesselb€f9r also ca11ed ttHisselrrt then in 7482, rrHeselott Since
the mountain once was covered with hazelnut bushes it is assurned that the
n;rme Hessel comes from Hasel-Hese1-Hisse1. At one tj_me it was also called
Eisenberg (Iron Mountain). The present name (Rochusberg) became fixed only
after 1666 when the church (of St. Roch) was built.

Before the church of St. Roch was built, there had been a Bethlehemts Chapel
(or church) supposedly on the same s1rct-from the time of the crusad.es, l1th to
J.2Lt:, centuries. The church was named Bethlehem because that had been the groal
of the crusaders. That the church reaI1y did exist is evidenced by a procla-
mation from 1477 which mentj-ons it. rt is not known when it was built. The
Archbishop of Mainz took over the Bethlehem Church and. all its goods after the
Brotherhood of St. Martin i-n Bingen had their church burn down in 1390.

The church of Sto Roch was built to honor the saint and implore his aid to
stop a plague of 1666. In the first nine months of that yetr t 1300 people in
Bingen \^iere said to have died of the plague. Bodies had to be laid uncere-
moni-ous1y criss-cross of one another i-n mass graves; whole famj-Iies and. clans
died out, and houses and streets went to wrack and ruj-n. Baron von Dehren
had heard that by honoring St. Rochus in this way the pestilence in Germany
and Italy had been stopped. So the mayor of Bingen made the pledge, and the
people agreed to this use of resources so they set to building the church.
By the time the church was fini-shed, the plague died outo The church was dedi-
cated j-n 1 677 . The thankful people promised always to hold a procession on the
15th of August in honor of Rochus to the Rochus church, and. they hav€ tept this
promise since that time.

In 1738 the people acquired a carved wooden statue of Rochus which they carry
in the procession. The Rochus Brotherhood, founded in 1754 and consisting of
male citizens of the town, look after the churcho The Brotherhood existed into
this century.

In 1689 f'rance?s Loui-s XfV had Bingen burned.. The church remained. standing but
was stripped bare even of the church bells. The chureh was destroyed except
for i-ts wal1s in 1795 when the French General Custine fought with Austrians
over Mainz" Until 1802 the pilgrimage was to the ruins. From 1802 to 1813
the pilgrimage was to the Bingen city church. After 1814 when the conquering
French went back home and Bingen was again German, the people decided to
rebuild the church. Everyone helped, and the church was ready for the Augrust
761 1814, procession. Everyone was delighted because for eleven )ears they had.
not been able to cond.uct the pilgrimage properly.
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On July 11, 1889, lightnj-ng started a fire. only the precious things inside
the church were saved; the church burned down to the foundations. The foun-
dations were used as much as possible in building the new church. The third
Rochus church was finished uay 18, 1891r So it could be consecrated on August
L7. The big be11 is dedicated to Mary, Christos helper; the second one to
St. Roch; the third to Hildegard; the last to St. Rupert and his holy mother
Berta.

Clippingrs from the newspaper in Bingen(1981) tetl of the recent pilgrimage of
thousands to the outdoor altar of the Rochus Church to celebrate the eucharisL
in memory of the saint of the plague. This pilgrimage is sti1l mad,e annually
because of the solemn oath made by the mayor of Bj-ngen in 1665. Much in the
celebration has changed, but the procession has not. People carry St. Rochts
statue, and numbers of Christians from Bingen and elsewhere follow. The
pilgrimage celebration is complete with many booLhs and good food; Especially
pri.zed is Bratwurst wrapped in grape leaves o

The 1981 sermon by Bishop Kampe described the horrors of the plague and life
circunstances then. of Bingen0s approximately 3OO0 inhabitants, approximately
1300 diedo The church at that time organized help and care for the sick and.
promised everyone hope and rel j-ef .

The southwest end. of the long Rochus hill is called the Scharlachkopf(searlet-
head) on the slopes of which the famous Scharlachberger(scarlet mountaj-n)
grape gror4rs. This point affords a magrnificent vj-ew of the Rhine valley and
the Nahe va1Iey as well as of the Hessian Palatinate.

A booklet about the St. Rochrs Chapel contaj-ns a reproduction of an oil
painting of the saint. The writer Goethe gave the money for the painting so
the painter put the young Goethets face on St. Rochuso The painting i11us-
trates Rochus giving away all his worldly goods as he leaves his palace to go
on a crusade.

BUEDESHEIM

Note: The latest date which the original material contains is 1865; the term
Prussian j-s also used. One must asstmee therefore, t-hat the currenL statistics
mentioned refer to the late 19th century (befare lglB).

rhe population at the time the ":i";".r:= wri.tten was 2782. rhere were Lo2B
inhabitants in 1815i of these 21672 were Catholic; 75, Protestant; and 35,
Jewish. Budesheim had its own mayor. The city facilities were under the
jurisdiction of the tax collector0s office.
There is much business, particularly in wj-neo There is a post office with
telegraph and telephone, and an electric train j-s to be built to Bingen. Land
is divided into farmland, vineyards, fields, forest, and homesteads. There
are several mills.
The town was first mentioned in 1074 by the name of Buodenesheim, then
Budensheim(1154), Budinshejm(1181), Buetensheim(1184), Butinshejrn(1190), and
Buthinheym(1222), It was usually then referred to as BUdesheim bei Bingen
or am Eysenberg(the iron mountain) to distinguish it from Erbes-Budesheim
which is near AJ-zey 

"
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In 983 sovereignty over Buedeshejm seems to have accrued to the Archbishopric
of Mainz when Kaiser Otto fI gave Bingen and its surrounding area to Arch-
bishop Wiligis. However, in the 13th century, the St. Stephanrs monastery
(or seminary) at Mainz laid claim to sovereignty of Buedesheim. Subsequently,
there was much contention over the administrative governorship, and it was
back and forth to the 18th century betrreen Archbishopric of Mainz and St.
Stephanrs monastery. (note: St. Stephan j-s the patron saint of tqainz).

Mention was made of a church in Buedesheim first in 1L84. Proof of its incor-
poration appears j-n L273 ard 1313; it was probably already incorporated j-n

1154. The parish, which was dedicated to Saints Ar:reus and Justina, was
situated in the Archblshopric of Mainz.

Buedesheim was originally a walled town in the Middle Ages. It would not have
held back the enemy so in wartjme the people of Buedesheim took refuge behind
the walls of Bingen and agreed to help protect Bingen. They built a Bued.esheim
tower, the fifth one of the city wa11s, and kept four men there on watcho This
agreement was renewed in 1552.

Alte Rathaus is the old city ha1l built in 1539. There was scme kind of rrlaw
houset' already in 744L in Buedesheim built under an oak tree. It may have been
under the present city haII. The bel1s in its 1itt1e towers are dated L774
and L754 (poud in Mainz and Frankfurt).
There is a castle near the church which was first mentioned in 1290. fn the
17th and 18th centuries Winecke castle belonged to the family Frey von Dehreno
Nothing remains of the fortj-ficaLion ( castle ) , but the area where it stood j-s
still ref erred to as trdie Burgr I tf the castle r 

fi or tf the f ort. t'

Scharlachberg is a vineyard on the border of Bingen; it was well known before
1248. Only the Resling grape could be planted. If the people planted another
grape, thei-rs would no longer be first cIass.
Roman glass and clay containers have been found in the area and are in the
muserm in Mainzo There are early cemeteries, hi11s that were mass graves, and
some burial urns have been found.

OLD BI'EDESFMIM FAI\4ILIES

Note: This material is extracted from The History of Buedesheim-"Family
Histories--The Last Senior Magistrate of Buedesheim." Only those sections
containing names of families which irunigrated to Texas are includ.ed.

Even lons before the rhirty 
".rr:;":,r.rr-r 

648)and into the leth century
the following families were living in Buedesheim; Auth, Barck, Engelhardt,
Hademer, Heusenstamm, Hornblaser, Lautz(Laux)* and. Vogt.

In 1643 the Wendel***fu*i1y appears for the first time as heirs of Adam Wendel
and in 1716 as Caspar Wendel. From there on v/ere always several famil-ies
of this name.

Furthermore, during the tj:ne before the Thirty Years War the Sehmitt(Schmidt)]*
Klein and Mueller families are mentioned" It is possi-bIe that the Schnitt and
Mueller families now living in Buedesheim are descendants of these--however,
that is difficult to prove.
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Already in 1662 the first members of the Braden family are mentioned. They
were Balthasar and Gabriel. Also listed in L667 is Hupert Braden who was
Mayor in L674 and church elder in 1685. One of the descendants was paul
Braden, born circa 1698. From 1731 to 1755 he was Court Clerk and Tax Col-
lector. From 7755 to 1768 (his death) he was Senior Magistrateo His nephew
Georg Paul Braden held the office of Mayor from tB]4 to 1825. Also during
the time of the Stephan Foundation various Bradens held the office of mayor,
which, howeverr at that time did not have the imtrrcrtance it had under Georg
Paul Braden.

The Braden family is believed to have come from England and spelled their name
Braddon (pronounced Braedden). We also find the spelling of Braddon in the
Buedeshejmer church record of L736,

At the sutme ttne as the Braden family appear the ancestors of the following
families: Bruecke ,flirschenkraemer.(Hirschen-Craehmer)r Kunz (Cuntz), Rau and
Walter(ttlalther)*** and in the 1670rsi Bartholomae, Buedenbender, Bh:rn, Hees,
Pertgen(Pfertgen) I Schuelea'*:r:t, Stumm and ZoeL7. A 1itt1e later but stil1
before 1700: Danun, Frey**rt, and Hensel ( Haensel ) .
After 1700 to the end. of the 18th century the following families arrived;
Bend.er, Berger** * , Brustmann, Conrad, Decker, Dore, Ebersrnann, Gerothwohl ,Gord, Gross, Gruenewald, IIly, Kastele Kau, Kraus (Krauss), May Mayer(Meyer)rr*x,
MoLz, Nachtigall, Rifsel, Roesch***, Rudolf, Schi-Ide Schilz, Schneider***r
Schober, Schoenemann, Sommer*?t,t, Sirebel, Trable, Trunk, Uehlein, Werner,
Wink* * *, and Zimmerschitt .* **

*Family name of Mrs . Lucas Burtschell ( Lar:x )
**Famj-ly name of Mrs. And.reas Braden, Sr. (Schmitt)

:t*'tFamili-es by this name immigrated to Texas from Btldesheim

tr,



BI]EDESI{E IM EMIGRATION RAC.ORDS

The follorving eleven pages contain various kinds of emigration records obtained
frdn Landeshauptarchiv Koblenz (State A.rchives of Koblenz, Gemany). Sorne of
these records are general listsi one record is a Personal letteri one record
i.s an official correspondence. several records are written to or from st. Georget
mayor of auedesheim; these recorcls indicate the significance of the mayoris
office. Several of the recorals also intlicate that gover rent t'red tape" is
nothing nev.

*****
Buedeshei.In
November 2]-, la45

Nr. tl. D. 1113
Reference: The Emigrations.

To:
The Grand-Dlrcal Hessian County corhcj-I of Bingen County

REPORT
of the Grand-Duca1 Hessian Mayor at Buedeshejfl

NT. K
Referring to the order
of Novenber 8, L845

In compliance with the above quoted high order f have the honor to rePort
respectfully that from March 1, L844 to this alay, the following persons
respectively families have emigrated from this community to Texas. Their return
is not -lo be expected.

Anzahl der
Nr. Namen der Ausgewanderten Familien Stand Koepfe letzterer vermoegen

2

3
4

5

6
7

I
9

10
11
L2
13
l4
15
16

I

Johann Frey
Jakob Rothemer
Kaspar. Rothemer

Ferdinand Sommer
Lukas Burtschell
Adam Roesch
Heinrlch Walter III
Johann Frey
Johann Schmitt tIt
Anton Braden ff
Phil. Joseph Frey
Kaspar Schueler
Adam Braden
Johann Bapt. Braden
Jakob Weekert

ll

verh.
tl

lt

It

tt

tt

ledig
verh.

tl

tl

tl

ll

ll

It

3oo.

5

1
11
10
40
67

ledige maennliche
ledige weiblich
verheiratete Maenner
Frauen
Ki-nder

I'rau, keine Kinder 2OO.

Schwaegerin und 2 r5OO.
5 kinder
f'rau 11. 5 Kinder 500,
Frau u. IO Kinder lr0o0. '

Frau rlr 3 Kinder 400.
Frau lf . 2 Kinder 500.

100.
Frau u. 5 Kinder 600.
Frau 11. 2 Kinder 600.
Frau 11. 3 Kinder 51000.
Frau 11. 5 Kinder 600.
I'rau, keine Kinder 4OA.::: i33:

13, 600 .
Das Ergebnis ist also
wie neben angefuehrt 13r 500. --.
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If They have disposed of their assets and, after paying their debts, they
took with ttrem above amounts in eash, including the sti1I to be paid
head tax.

Ifr According to my knowledge they did not leave behind any creditors whose
demands had not been met.

fV All (emigrants) have been provided with passes to Antwerp and with
testimonials as to their character.

V. The fact that a loca1 (organizer) representative was given the agency
is the reason why in such a short time so many decided to emigrate,
while formerly only a few gave it any thought--even if the agent did not

. 1 :.'.. make r,: an5r : srtrenuous::€f f <!rts.. : in,tfiis':rd.ire eti on .

St. George
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No . der
Familie Namen Stand Alter Zett der

Auswander

Zimmersch'dtt,
Fri e dri ch

Jo sephine
(seine Frau)
Josephine
(fochter)

Schmitt,
Johann I II

' 
Ularia
( geb . Studer )

Kinder r

a ) eti sabeth
b)Theresia
c ).ron.Baptist
d)Heinrich
e )lviargaretha
Braden,

Anton II
Margare the
( ge b . Braden )

Kinder r

a )adam
b)Johanna Marga

Braden,
Adam

EI i sabe th
( Se b .W i rz e thahn )

Braden,
Joh.Baptist
( teaig, Sohn v.
Georg Braden)

bJink,
Paul
Anna Maria
(g"b.Braden)
Kinder r

a )Franz i ska }iarg .

b )Adam Jo seph
c ) Magdalena
d ) Johann
e )Anna Mar.

Ac ke rsmann

Acke rsmann

Kieser

3t+ 18 30

l Blll+'

fi|+5

20
1B
L7
L5
t4

ll

ll '

lr

tt

ll

. lt

ta

11
9
B

5
2

ll

,l

tt

It

1 B4B

1 848
tl

u

It

tt
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No . der
Pamilie Namen Stand

Schmied

A1t er Zett der
Auswander

1 848

1 B4B
ll

tt

It

lr

7 Wink,
Johann
Anto ne tt e
( g"b , Frey )

Kinder r

a )Anna Maria
b)Rosine
c )Johann Peter
Braden,

Grg,Joseph II
Barbara
(geb.Nagel)
Kinder r

a)ceorg Joseph
b )Eduard
c )Adam Jo seph
d )Magaalena
e )Margarethe
f )Martin
g )Anna Maria
Lambi,

Adam

Margare tha
(geb.l,rlink )

Wink,
Ludwig
Katharina
(geb.Mayer)

Poth,
R i chard
l{aria C re ssantia
(geb . Braden )

Kinder:
a ) El i sabe tha
u ),lat<o t
c )Anna Wink

( stief tochter)

10
6
1
T

2t
L9
L7
1t

B
6
5

9

t0

11

I
5

1B

-58-



No . der
Familie Namen Stand AIter

Zett der
Auswander

t2 Frey III
Peter
Mar . Justine
( geb . Braden )

Kinder r

a )Magdalene
u) Peter Jakob
c )Marie Justine
Braden,

Andre s

Katharina
(eeb. Schmitt )

Kinder r

a )Anton
u )fatfrari ne
c ) Andre s
d ) Gertrude
e )Eva
f ) Margare the
g )Anna Maria
h ) Barbara
Maerz,

Peter &:'

Katharine
(Seb. P-roth)
Kinder r

a )Anna Maria
b )Margaretha
e)Jakob
d)OttiIia
e )Elisabetha
Roesch,

Adam

Anna Maria
( geb . Frey )

Kinder:
a )lt'tagdalena
b)Anna Maria
c ).loseph

B
5
atIZ

1 84B
tt

tt

ll

tt

tt

lt

tl

L3

14

L)
L2
11

9
7
4
2

)
tt

Wochen

L6
L4
L)

B

5

1 B4B

LBb 5
15

t3
11

2
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I,{o,der
Familie Namen Stand Alter Zett de r

Auswand e r
t5 Sommer,

Fe rd i nand

Katharine
(gub. Senf t )

Kinder r

a)ntisabeth
b ) Franz
c ) xatnarine
d )Anna Maria
e ) Johann

Walter,
Heinrich III

(on Heinrich,Walter III)

L3
?
5
)
1

t7

Magdal e ne
(S"U.Mue1Ier)
Kinde r I

a ) Johann
b ) Georg

Burtscltell,
Lukas
E1i sabeth
(g"b.Laux)
1(inder r

a )Magdalena
u ) t<atirari na
c ) Franz
d)ottilia
e ) Josephine
f)Anton
S ) Jo seph
n ) Jairo b
i ) Sophia
t<)Heinrich
Bengel,

Niko laus
Magdale ne
(geb.Wink)

iiinder r

Elisabetha
Georg
Ko nrad
Richard
Katharin
Johanna

Z immerrnann

5
3

18

2B
26
2t+
22
20
1B
7t+
12

9
6

784 5

7g

)
b

d
e
f

15
73
L1

9
5
2

Burtsche 11 ,

?ranz ( re0ig )

-/tl

-50-
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l.lo . der
Familie Name n Stand Alter Zett der

A uswande r

2)

2t+

21

22

25

26

?B

?a

?n

14)t

2)

)2

))

Brueck,
Philipp ( ledig )

Brue ck ,

Eva (f ea:.g )

Mueller,
Franz ( reaig )

Mueller,
Anton ( feaie )

Schmitt,
Adam (ledie)

Schwoerbel,
PauI
Anna Maria

Kinder;
a)Elisabeth
b ) Margare tha
c ) Ile inrich
d )Anna
e)Lorenz
r ) Ludwig

Epene ten,
Georg Joseph

Sohn r

Eduard
Brade n ,

Eduard
(sorrn von
Georg Jo seph
Braden I und

(g"b.Lunixenheimer)

Baecker

Schuhrnacher

We ingut smann

Acke rsm ann

Ga s twi rt

Baecker

Ge ome te r
I.Kl-asse

Kutscher

Schne ider-
ge selle

2L

2t

20

20

5a

47

24
21
t7
74
10

6

5t

LB47

1 84B

1 843

1 846

1Bl+1

1 B&q

r B4g

1 849

1 B4g
(28 .Jul-i )

Maerz 185f
Eva Braden geb . Laux )

Berger, T?Sl-oehner
Peter Joseph (ledig)

Berger,
Lorenz ( redis )

lviaye r ,
beorg Jos . (ledig) hlinzer

i,{alter',
Paul ( feaiS )

Burt sche 1I ,
Klara ( ledig )

I\!ayer,
Antoinette (feciig)
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MARKER DONORS AND MEMORIALS
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MARKER DONORS

DONATED BY

Rosa Lee(Wendel)Bourque

Barbara ( Engbrock ) Boyer, Gertrud.e
( Engbrock ) ?ausewang, William
Charles Engbroek, Marie (fngbrock)
Shak, Paul Fred Engbrock, John
James Engbrock, And.rew George
Engbrock, Eugene Louis Engbrock,
Joseph Adolph Engbrock

Frank Braden Family

Mrs. Hubert Braden Sr.

Joe and Frances Braden Family

Reinhard Brod

Gladys(Engbrock) and John D.
Clark, Betty Joe(C1ark)Mayer,
Sue(Clark)McNamee, Carri-n Jon
( Clark ) Katz

Myrtl e ( Burttschell ) Coddou

Mamie B. (Enqbrock)Davis

L. R. Dees

Mr. and Mrs. Ao S. Didner

Mr. and Mrs. Wi-Ilie Dusek

Anthony and Rowena(Heinsohn)
Engbrock

Edwin and Catherine Engbrock,
Edwin Harville Engbrock, and
Ellzabeth Plunmer

Glenn Harold Engbrock, l,iichael
Engbrock, David Engbrock, Marcj-a
( Engbrock ) Shaw, Debbie ( Engbrock )
Ed.dlemon, and Susan Engbrock

AND MEMORIALS

rN MEMORY OFIIN HONOR OF

P.J. and tilIie(Gadeke)Wendel

And.reas and Catherine ( Schmitt ) Braden
William and Barbara(Braden)Engbrock
Charles Antone and i',tary Rosia(Burt)Engbrock

And.reas Brad.en Sr. Family
Frank Glueck Sr" Family

Hubert Braden, Sr.

Joe and Frances(Belsung)Braden

Reinhard Brod Family

Andreas and Catherine(Schmitt)Braden
William and Barbara(Braden)Engbrock
Elo and Alma Rosena(Harfst)Engbrock

Adam and Mary ( Ther:rnan ) Burttschell

Andreas and. Catherine(Schmitt)Braden
William and Barbara(Braden)Engbrock
Frederick "Fritz" and Annie (,$chnieder ) Engbrock

John Neuendorff Family
Anton Nelson Family

John and. Margaret(Brod)Maerz

William John and Barbara(Braden)Engbrock
Anton and Josephine(Braden)Burttschell
William Jacob and Mary(Burttschell )Engbrock

Andreas and Catherine (Schmitt)Braden
William and Barbara(Braden)Engbrock
Edward Peter and Lelia(Clayton)Engbrock
Russell Kent Engbrock
Virginia Proven Engbrock
Mary Catherine ( Engbrock ) Plununer

Andreas and Catherine(Schmitt)Braden
William and Barbara( Braden)Engbrock
E1o and Alma Rosena(Harfst)Engbrock
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Jerome and Erma Lou trluckietf
( McGaughy ) Engbrock

Herman C. Feist Family

Ernestine ( Burttschell ) Foyl es

Mr. and Mrs. Carlos Froebel

Meryl (Engbrock)Fuchs, Karl W"

Fuchs, Viki ( Fuchs )Cornelius

Jocelyn A. (Hennecke)Harbich

Don Heizer and Ida A. (Ordener)
Heizer, Robert J. Heizer

Lena ( Peijcert ) Hennecke

Mr. and Mrs. Raymond Hennecke, Jr,
David Hennecke, Travis Hennecke

Annie Bel1e ( Engbrock )Herrmann,
Joyce ( Herrmann )Schmitt, Shirley
(Herrmann)von ?Iaten, CarI Herrmann

Alice(Braden)Hi1l

Daryl Hill

Delois and E. F. Hodge

Elizabeth (Wendel )Drapela Holden,
Charles Drapela, Dorj-s Ann ( Drapela )

E11is, David Wende1 Drapela, Mary
Beth ( Drapela )Moschella

Joseph H. and Lori nda ( Brad.en ) Horn

Lavine LuElla( Engbroek ) Jaeckle

Mrs o Edith(Rei-nhard )Johns

Virgie R. Johnson

Elmer R. Kainer Estate
Bi11ie ( SmitLr )Kainer

William John and Barbara(Braden)Engbrock
Anton and Josephine (Braden)gurttschell
william Jacob and Mary(Burttschell)Engbrock

Ti11ie(Braden)Feist

Adam and Mary{Theurnan)Burttschell

Jessie Neuendorff Family

EIo and Alma Rosena(Harfst)Engbrock
Wi-Iliam and Barbara(Braden)Engbrock

Jacob and Mary(Braden)Hennecke
Eugene Harbich

Frederj-ckilFrj-tz't and Annie (schnieder)Engbrock

Emanuel Hennecke

Raymond W. Hennecke, Sr.

Andreas and Catherine(Schmitt)Braden
William and Barbara(Braden)Engbrock
E1o and Anna ElLzabeth(Braden)Engbrock
John B. and Elizabeth(Witte ) Braden
Anton and Margarita(Braden)Braden

Joseph and Elizabeth (Maerz)Braden
C. J. Fritsch
Leona ( Braden ) Polocheck

George Class

Awald and Martha ( grod )tti11er

F +i ffi3f; '5,{H'pSeAlPr es'e*&" H?*SgBrocr
Peter J. and Barbara(Braden)Wendel
Adolph and Emma(Engbrock)Wendel Children

and Grandchildren

Alouis Louis and Mary(Ernst)Braden

William John and Barbara(Braden)Engbrock
Anton and. Josephine (Braden)Burttschell
William Jacob and Mary(Burttschell )Engbrock

Mrs. Julie(Braden)Reinhard

Arleene (Wendel )Rioux Winstead

Elmer R. Kainer
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Lindsey Mo Kainer, Rita(Kainer) Frank and Mary(Reitz)Kainer
Yackel, Sue(Kainer)Perry, and Judith(Kainer)Stiles
Linda(Kainer)Graham

Lucian and Evelyn(Erels)Kainer Louis and Se1ma(Engbrock)Kainer
and family Raymond Kainer

Milton and Regina(Ro1f)Kainer Louis and Selma(Engbrock)Kainer
and family Raymond. Kainer

Leopold and Josephine (Hanselman)Rolf
Conrad and Margaret(Welge1 ) Henneke

Mr. and Mrs. Victor F. Kainer Louj-s and Selma(Engbrock)Kainer
and family Rayrnond Kainer

Mr. and Mrs" Wilfred F. Kainer Louis and Selma(Engbrock)Kainer
. and. family Raymond Kainer

Mrsr Hilda(Brod)Kansteiner Edgar Kansteiner ramily

Mrr and t'trs. Leslie Koehl John Neuendorff Family
Anton Nelson l.amily

Enrnett and I11ian(Kaj-ser)Kveton John and. Eva Frey Family

Mr. and Mrs. Emmett Lehr

Patricia ( Rioux ) Leml ey

Margaret T. Litznrann

Anna(Braden)McShane

Bertha Mae Mattern

Albert and Eva(Braden)Streicher

Arleene ( Wendel )Rioux

$ffis." LB,frg (EftPhfo1 (fi@)Pe{ffiman

f'rank and Anna{Schobel )Braden

FFffi*"P 38H$.qbpffi lffiE:ffiEiffi E*EL''"* il i' =

Mro and Mrs. .f. F. Mayfielct Josephine (Glueck )Smalley

Jane(Engbrock )Kuhn Meuser Andreas ancl Catherine(schmitt)Braden
william and Barbara ( Eraden ) Engbrock
Frederick[Fritztr and Annie (Schnieder)Engbrock

Rosalee ( Broct )Meyer Anton and Josephine ( Brd en ) Bur:ttschel1
Jacob and Josephine(BurttschelL ) Brod

Louise ( Burttschell )Moon Adam and Mary ( Theuman)BurttscheLl

WiLlie Mae ( Engbrock )Morawietz William John and Barbara(Braden)Engbrock
Anton and Josephine ( Braalen ) Burttschell
wilLiam Jacob and Mary(Burttschell )Engbrock

vivian(Engbrock) and orval E. Andreas and catherine ( schnitt)Braden
NannyrLyndaKay(Nanny)BeaL, williamanalBarbara(Braden)Engbrock
Cynthia cayle( Nanny) Hajek E1o and Alma Rosena(Harfst)Engbrock
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t{iIton ancl Betty Jean NeLson Wi1lie ancl TecLa (Braalen )Nelson
anal family

WilLian L. Neuenclorff Fanily of Wiuian Neuenalorff

Garnett(Pickett)Noser Wilhelmina(Silkenbauner Neuenalorff ) Bu.rttschell

carnett(Pickett)Noser fgnatz ancl Bertha( Neuenalorff)Stock

ElLa(Engbrock)Ordenerr'Iouis Andreas ancl Catherine(Sc&mitt)Br.aalen
Engbrock, Walter Engbrock William ancl Baxbaxa(Braden)Engbrock

FreclerickrrFrj-tzrr and Annie ( Schnieder )Engbr.ock

Reglna(wendel" )Petschka, Raymonal Reglna and Elorian Petschka
Petschka, Lorraine(Petschka)Baker Adolph andl Emna ( Engbrock )wendel
cloria( Petschka ) Daughtry

Helen Z. Porter Hattie (Wenclel ) Zinunermann
,foe Zirmermann
edolph ancl Emna(Engbrock)wenalel
Peter and Barbara ( Braden )Wendel
WilLiam ancl Barbara( Braalen)Engbrock
Andreas and Catherlne( gchnitt) Braden

Mr. anal Mrs. Arthux Reinhard Anclrew Bradlen Fan i1y

calil antl Marle (wenalel )Roecker William Wenclel

LLoycl Romb€rger and Jane To FrederickrEYitzrr and. Annie ( Schnieder )Engbrock
( oralener )Weber Romberger

Ruth(Nohavitza)Schafer, Dorothy John and Katherine(Werdel,)Nohavitza
(Nohavitza)Kuba1a, Jarrel Adolph anal Erma(Engbrock)lvenalel-
Nohavitza, Rita Jean ( Nohavitza )
Kxesta, Donalal Nohavitza, Kathryn
( Nohavitza )sellers

Josephine (Engbrock )schu]'z wiUiarn John ancl Barbara ( Braalen )Engbrock
Anton and Josephine (Braden)Burttschell
Wiuiam Jacob and Mary(BurttscheLL ) Engbrock

Mr. and Mrsn George sebesta Baltlwin Hill

Mr. and Mrs. George Sebesta Anton Neuendorff
Oscar A. Braden
Herman Ray Braden

Mr. and Mrso T. van stigall John and ophelia(Burtschell )Reitz
(Gracie Reitz) wiUiam anal Barbara ( Braden) Engbrock

Ant|on H. ard cecelia(Engbrock )Reitz

Marie Pauline ( Hennecke ) Treybig, Lucas and Elizabeth(Laux)Burtschell Family
WiLl-iam James Treybig, Arl,j.ss Andreas and Catherine ( schmitt ) Braalen Family
Annette Treybig, Ina Katherine Joseph and Anna Maria(Mialige ) Hennecke Family
( Treybig)Johnson Frank and Ludwi-na(Koy )Glueck Family

I,ii11iam Paul Treybig
Corinne Mae Treybig
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Gisela Trojan Mrso Louj-sa(Doree)trojan Freeman

Mrsr Myrtle(Braden)Vogelsang Leo and Lula(Brod)Braden

Ruth, Leon, wayne, Pegwr Larry, Awald and Martha(Brod)Mi11er
and Ryan Wal1a

Edna(Ma Lzke,|ttlaLz, Ed and Rita (Watz ) ,lohn Watz
strnadel and family, Floyd and Edna(Matzke)watz
Margaret(Frels)Watz and fami_Iy, Conrad Watz
John Vernon and Faustine(Brignac) Mary(Wendel )WaLz Bertrand
Watz and family, Mahlon and fsabel Henry and Sophia(Engbrock)Matzke
(Watz)Johnson and family

olen weishuhn Jesse and Katy(Braden)weishuhn

A. J. Wendel Andrew and Viola(Fre1s)Wendel
Adolph and Emma(Engbrock)Wendel

Mrs r clementine wendel Adolph wendel Family
Theobald Fellmann family

Leo Wendel Family Leo Wendel
Adolph and Ennna (Engbrock)Wendel
Peter Jacob and Barbara(Braden)Wendel
William and Barbara (Braden)Engbrock
Andreas and Catherine(Schmitt)Braden

Mr. and Mrs. Jerome c. wj.cke charles wicke Family

rsabel and Bill woodruff Herman and Lena(Frey)weigel

Barbara Lee(Wauson)york Robert Carl and Margarita(Braden)Dehnisch
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ADDEITIDIJM

DONATED BY TN MEMORY OF/IN HONOR OF

E11a(Engbrock) Ordener Andreas anal Catherine ( Sctmitt )Braalen
,rane T. ( Olclener ) Weber Rorberger Wiuiam ancl Barbara ( Braden )Engbrock
anal Lloyd Romberger FreclerickfiFritzt' anal Annie(Schneicler)Engbrock

Patricia ?.(weber)Mills Karl antt Lillian(Engbrock)Andres
Theha ,r. ( Weber )Murphy Leonard anel Mary(Evans)Engbrock

Ida A. ( Oralener ) Heizer ancl EaLnond Engbrock
Don Heizer Axthur Engbrock

Robert Heizer

fralter anal RacheL (Vevos )Engbrock (same as above )

Marnie(Engbrock)PoweLl Davis ( same as above )
Ernestine( Po\re11 )Ervin anal
,rim Ervin
Lynn Davis

Louis Engbrock (same as above )

Jane(Engbrock)Kuhn Muesuex anal ( same as above )
,Joseph Muesuer

Delbert Kuhn
DonaLdl Kuhn
Aline ( Kuhn ) Srrartarood
Darline Kuhn

Harvey and. viillie Mae Braden Felix and Ida ( f.eist ) gracten

Ailalie(Miekow)Byrne ,fohn anal uary( Burttschell ) uiekow

William and Mary ( schuette )Mieko$,
Mrs. Mary M. Rucker John l4iekorrr, Jr.

David anal Elvera(Willroclt)Kahlich louise (Burttscheu )Wi11rodt

A. J. and Beatrj-ce HiLl ceorge elass

Mrs. John Mattern Charles and Katherine ( Broal )Wendel
Frank x and Bertha (Meisner )wenalel

Margaret Litznann Francis anal Sophia( Brod )Doree

Elizabeth (wendel)Drapela Holden Elizabet}I(Wenalel)Drapel-a Holalen
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DONATIONS AND MEMORIALS
(Received after Auqust B)

DONATED BY rN MEMORY OFlrN HONOR OF

Mr . and Mrs . A. S . Did.ner Rev. A. W. Didner,
Katherine ( Burttschelt Nelson ) Hennecke
Anton and Augusta(Stock )Neuendorff
Conrad and Frances(Wink)weigel
Geo . Faul and Anna l,Iarie ( Braden )Wink

1,1r. Wilber WaLz

Mr. A. G. Mi1ler

Vivian ( Engbrock ) uanny

Mr. and Mrs. I.A. Smahlik Henry Becker

Mrs. Louis Dehmer Peter Dehmer and family

Ruby Nelson and Wilma CoPeland

Mr. and Mrs. A1lan Hilton

Steven Staff

Mr. and Mrs. John MurraY

Robert Engbrock(William Engbrock ramily)

Mr. and Mrs. E:r,rrin Rej-nhard

Mr . and Mrs . Sylvester Drymalla John and Mary ( Wendel ) Drlzmal1a
Alex and Minnie(Neuendorff )Jones, Sr.
Sam and Dora (Jones )tttarsali-a
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Verna Jean Koehl, for her work as treasurer of the Marker Fund
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Photos and/or identification credits:(other than those listed in the booklet)

page 32-Isabel Woodruff, Houston
Jocelyn Harbich, Bernardo

page 32(b)-Jocelyn Harbich
page 33-Wi11ie Mae Morawietz, Beguin i*
page 34-Wi11ie Mae Morawietz

fsabel Woodruff
page 35-Garnett Noser, Houston
page 39-Gladys Clark, Houston

Wi11ie Mae Morawietz
page 39 ( b ) -Mr. & Mrs . Floyd WaLz, EI Carnpo
page 41-Jocelyn Harbich
page 44-LoLs Didner, Victoria

Willie Mae Morawietz
page 45-Jocelyn Harbich

Isabel Woodruff
page 45-Jocelyn Harbich
page 48-Gladys Clark
page 54-Arliss Treybig, E1 Campo
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