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Give Thanks
Give thanks with a grateful heart

Give thanks to the Holy One
Give thanks because He's given Jesus Christ, His Son
And now let the weak say, "I am strong"
Let the poor say, "I am rich
Because of what the Lord has done for us"
Give thanks
We give thanks to You…
“Let us come before the Lord with thanksgiving in our hearts” (Psalm 95). “Enter his gates with thanksgiving in your
heart” (Psalm 100). “We give thanks for your Name is near...” (Psalm 100). “I thank God every time I remember
you…” (Philippians 1). Is not the Cup of Thanksgiving for which we give thanks a participation in the body of
Christ.” (1st Corinthians 10:16).

Many people of the Christian Faith will celebrate ‘Thanksgiving’ again this year. Many will give thanks for the abundance they have while many others will be thankful from where the abundance comes from. Sadly, in a culture
where many are so far removed from the farms and fields where the crops are produce, as Christians we should
make it a habit to also thank God and the our country’s farmers. We may also throw in a ‘thank you’ for the many
workers involved from harvesting to the grocery clerks. A good exercise is to make a list of all the blessings you are
thankful for and in addition check out your Bible and count the number of references about being thankful. It may
change the way you think of “Thanksgiving Day”.
May the God of all Mercy and Providence continue to bless you and your family.
Pastor Hector

Call Committee Update
It’s been three weeks since the Call Committee met for the first time. Our pastoral opening has been
posted on the LCMC website; Indeed.com, an international job search site; on Christian Careers, and
spread by word-of-mouth through pastors, friends, and the community since that time. The Call
Committee also took an aggressive approach by sending personal invitation letters to all the 39
Minnesota pastors listed on the LCMC website who were looking for a call or ordination. We also
have about 30 more selected LCMC pastors from the surrounding 4 states who are also listed as
looking for calls on the LCMC website. They are all getting an email invitation to apply.
We currently have received over 20 applications from all over the United States, Africa, Jamaica, India … basically, from all over the world (thanks to Indeed.com…). We have looked at them all!
Some have been eliminated because of lack of credentials or unrecognized degree programs; some
have been questioned by us either by “snail” mail or e-mail; some have been asked to link us to
sermon or service videos which we have watched. Dave’s e-mail folders have begun to fill up! Dave
and Connie even snuck down to Winthrop, Minnesota to watch one of the candidates in action.
As of this writing, the Call Committee has four candidates of interest. We are moving ahead with
these four by doing required background checks and trying to set up some form of person-to-person
interview. As they say in the business world, “location, location, location” is important. These four are
from Texas, Arizona, North Carolina, and Minnesota. Our initial person-to-person interview may be
by Skype or some other social media video format if distance becomes an issue. It would, of course,
be just great if all four of them would say, “Hey, why don’t I just fly up to talk to you!” … but that may
not happen at first, we will have to see. I suppose that we could fly the Call Committee down to see
THEM …. Just Kidding!!!!!!!
We will move forward with the four candidates on our current short list, but we will continue to take
applications and aggressively look for a pastor; we’ve just begun to fight … I mean look! So far,
every week has presented more applicants for us to examine, and we pray that this trend continues.
We know that God will deliver the correct candidate to us as He sees fit. Your prayers and your
support for the Call Committee are needed and appreciated!!! Of course, knowing a pastor who’s
looking for work wouldn’t be bad either.
Thank you all!!!! Dave Vieths, Darlene Zabel, Bob Harmsen, Wendy Jacobson … Your Call
Committee
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FIRST LUTHERAN PILLAGER COUNCIL
Council Meeting Tuesday, October 10, 2017
Called to Order at 6:32 p.m.

Opening Prayer given by Pastor Hector

Present: Dave Vieths, Ken Kelling
Shirley Smith, Julie Warren,
Pastor Hector, Rosie Harmsen,
Jim Ausland, and Tammy Barnett
Guest: Jennifer Fundine
Absent: Linda Bentler

Guest Jennifer Fundine brought forward questions from the parents of confirmation students. As Pastor Hector will not be here, they
are wondering what will happen to the confirmation classes. There are nine confirmands in their second year. Parents would like them
to be confirmed no matter who takes the Pastor position. Questions for the council is who will teach if we do not have a Pastor? Who
decides who will teach? Parents would prefer not to teach the classes as they do not feel qualified. They would also like to invite Pastor
Hector back for Confirmation.
Questions for Pastor from the Council include does a Pastor need to lead the confirmation classes? Does a Pastor need to perform the
Confirmation ceremony? Pastor said the Bible does not say anywhere that it has to be a Pastor who teaches the classes. Previously,
classes have been led by a congregation member. The ceremony is official as the congregation is witness to the confirmands declaration
of faith.
Pastor’s Report
Pastor’s report was reviewed. General consensus to accept Pastor’s report.
Secretary’s Report
The minutes from the September 12, 2017, Council meeting were reviewed. Motion to accept the secretary’s report by Shirley Smith,
seconded by Ken Kelling. Motion carried.
Treasurer’s Report
The month of September 2017 treasurer’s report was reviewed. A motion to accept the treasurer’s report was made by Ken Kelling,
seconded by Rosie Harmsen. Motion carried.
Committee Reports
*Worship/Music: Worship and music is set through October.
*Communications: No report.
*Hospitality: No report.
*Sanctuary: No report.
*Facilities/Building: The weather has not cooperated in repairing the deck. Will proceed as the weather allows.
*Youth/Family: Sunday School is up and running.
*Nominating Committee: The Nominating Committee needs a slate of candidates for council by next month. Council has up to five
openings available.
*Negotiating Committee/Call Committee: Four Pastor’s from the LCMC have been looked into. One is a possibility. The position has
been advertised on the Indeed website, to which they have had five responses from all over the world. Committee meets tomorrow
(October 11th) at 6:00 p.m. Dave Vieths has also signed up First Lutheran Pillager up for Christiancareers.com.
*Welcome/Visitor’s Committee: No report.
*Missions: No report.
Old Business:
*Policy updates for 2018
*Budget committee will be Ken Kelling, Bob Harmsen, and possibly Don Gehrke.
*Church supper – Friday at 10:00 preparations will begin for the supper.
New Business:
Thoughts for 2018 – How do we improve communication, have more efficient management, and more involvement/leadership.
Meeting Adjourned: A motion to adjourn was made by Ken Kelling, seconded by Shirley Smith. Motion carried. Meeting adjourned at
7:40 p.m.
Closed with the Lord’s Prayer.
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FIRST LUTHERAN PILLAGER COUNCIL
Council Meeting Tuesday, September 12, 2017
Called to Order at 6:30 p.m.

Opening Prayer given by Pastor Hector

Present: Dave Vieths, Ken Kelling
Shirley Smith, Julie Warren,
Pastor Hector, Linda Bentler,
Jim Ausland
Absent: Rosie Harmsen, Tammy Barnett

Pastor’s Report
Pastor’s report was reviewed. General consensus to accept Pastor’s report.
Secretary’s Report
The minutes from the August 8, 2017, Council meeting were reviewed. General consensus to accept the Secretary’s report.
Treasurer’s Report
The month of August 2017 treasurer’s report was reviewed. A motion to accept the treasurer’s report was made by Shirley Smith, seconded
by Linda Bentler. Motion carried.
Committee Reports
*Worship/Music: Choir has started up again.
*Communications: No report.
*Hospitality: No report.
*Sanctuary: No report.
*Facilities/Building: Jim Ausland will check with other individuals regarding working on the parsonage deck. The church has been painted.
Due to the treatment of the siding before being painted, we may need to have the painting done again in the future. The outdoor lights still
need to be worked on.
*Youth/Family: Sunday School, youth and confirmation classes have begun again.
*Nominating Committee: The Nominating Committee needs a slate of candidates for council. This needs to be completed by the November
meeting. Ken Kelling is retiring from council, Shirley Smith and Dave Vieths will run again.
*Negotiating Committee: After discussion, a motion was made by Julie Warren to join the negotiating and call committees together into the
negotiating committee for 2018, seconded by Ken Kelling. Motion carried.
*Welcome/Visitor’s Committee: No report.
*Missions: No report.
Old Business:
Reviewed job descriptions for financial secretary and church secretary as typed up. These were accepted and are finalized. Reviewed accompanist and choir director job descriptions as written up by Mary Aalgaard and Wendy Jacobsen. Motion by Linda Bentler to accept
these two job descriptions as written, seconded by Shirley Smith. Motion carried.
New Business:
Pastor Hector has submitted his resignation effective as of December 31, 2017. A Call Committee needs to be determined to begin the process of hiring a new Pastor. According the Church Constitution, the committee can consist of only four members. Dave Vieths proposed
Wendy Jacobsen, Darlene Zabel, Bob Harmsen, and himself as the call committee. A motion was made by Shirley Smith to accept these individuals for the call committee, seconded by Linda Bentler. Motion carried.
The job posting on the LCMC website will list the Pastor’s position as a full-time position.
A budget committee is needed for planning the budget for next year. Ken Kelling has volunteered, council members will check with congregation members to see who may be interested in serving on this committee. We would like at least four members to serve on this committee.
The LCMC gathering will be held in the Twin Cities at the downtown Hilton in Minneapolis on October 8 – 11.
The annual Church supper will be October 21. The sign will be put out advertising the supper.
Pastor Hector would like to use some unpaid leave for approximately two weeks beginning September 24, 2017.
Meeting Adjourned: A motion to adjourn was made by Ken Kelling, seconded by Shirley Smith. Motion carried. Meeting adjourned at 8:00
p.m.
Closed with the Lord’s Prayer.
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PLEASE KEEP THESE PEOPLE IN YOUR THOUGHTS AND PRAYERS
THOSE WHO ARE ILL OR IN THE HOSPITAL

PEOPLE IN THE MILITARY
Jennifer Vasquez (Navy) Don and Sharon
Gehrke’s daughter
Isaac Jacobson (Navy)
Aaron Jacobson (Navy)
Chad Hagg (army) Son of Arlene Hagg and
nephew of Eileen Ausland
Joseph DeLude (Navy) grandson of Don DeLude

Eva Mudgett (leukemia)
Lindsey Kennedy (cancer)
Mason VanVickle (cancer)
Beverly and Carthy Williams
(sister-in-law and niece of Glenn
and Louise Pilgrim)

UPDATING

PEOPLE IN NURSING AND
ASSISTED LIVING HOME

Diamond Willow
Sally Pofahl

Edgewood Vista
Betty Simons

Riverside Assisted Living
Irene Pietz
Barb Reimer

Harmony House/Brainerd
Char Brattlund

If the military, those who are ill or in the hospital,
or people in nursing homes is not up to date or if
names need to be added or deleted, please
contact Sharon Gehrke so that these lists can
be updated. Thanks

SEND A CARD!!!
Please take time to send a card to the people who are serving our country, who are ill or in the hospital, and people in nursing homes and assisting living homes. This would mean so much to them to hear from their church
family.

EMN2 JACOBSON, ISAAC A.
DWIGHT D. EISENHOWER UNI-100236 BOX 4439
FPO AE 09532

Please send a card to Isaac and
Aaron. They would love to hear from you!!!!

HN JACOBSON, AARON L.
3RD LAR BN H&S BAS
TWENTYNINE PALMS, CA 92278-8272
PRAYER CHAIN
When you need prayer support, there is a group at our church who will pray diligently for whatever the need is.
Please call Marlene Lindeman at 218-746-3541.

Church Council
President: Dave Vieths
Vice President: Ken Kelling
Secretary: Julie Warren
Linda Bentler, Rosie Harmsen, Jim
Ausland, Shirley Smith

Pastor Hector Merced
717 River Street South
Pillager, MN 56473
Office 218-746-3775
Pastor 218-746-3750
E-mail: firstluth@brainerd.net

Check out our Website at
firstlutheranpillager.net
We also have a Facebook
page to check out!!!! Please
free to post anything or post
comments!!! Facebook page
search type in First Lutheran
Pillager and this should take
you to the page.
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The confirmation youth and their family enjoyed a beautiful day for horseback riding at Outback Riding Stables on Sunday, October 22nd

MARK YOU CALENDARS!
On Sunday, November 19, we will be having our Annual Potluck Turkey Thanksgiving Dinner!!!
Come and join us for fellowship and thanksgiving!!! Here at First Lutheran we have a lot to be
thankful for and we are truly blessed with our church, friends, and relatives. So come and
celebrate with us!!! Please plan on bringing a dish for the potluck!!!!

SCRIPTURE READERS: We are in need of Readers for the service every Sunday. We need someone to take
charge of finding people to read. Please consider helping out in this way. Contact Rosie if interested in being in
charge of finding the readers. Also consider being a reader for a Sunday’s service.

Thank you to everyone who helped with the 2 funerals this past month. Thank you to those who helped set up
and cleanup for the funerals, washed the tablecloths for the next day funeral, donating bars, and working serving
the food. Special thank you to Rosie for organizing all of this!!!
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Ron Carlson’s Amazing Experience!!!
I am the luckiest and most blessed man on earth. Last year Muriel and our two
daughters, (Vicki & Cindy) traveled to Portugal for the “World Field Target
Federation” Championship’s, an event that I had participated in 15 times. I had
served as the representative for the USA for 10 years and was President of the
WFTF for 2 years.
Portugal was going to be my last World’s, however, John Johnston who was
going to conduct the 2017 World’s in Wales made a plea, we would really enjoy
having you participate in Wales in 2017. I have participated with air gunners
from around the World (40 countries) at this event and became close friends
with a number of them. I had a very short time to make up my mind but chose to
attend with the option to cancel. Shortly thereafter two of our granddaughters
(Tia & Kristi) decided to travel with us.
When arriving at the match at Glanusk Estates property once owned by the Prince of Wales and now owned by
his son Harry also a cousin of the Queen of England. The shooters all knew me, many of them I had never seen
before. The media was there with cameras photographing me filling my gun with air. To my disbelief my gun
would not hold air. A seal was faulty, with the help of Ken Hughes and a large number of Wales shooters who
ordered new seals from London that were on the way for a next morning delivery.
On the first day of Competition, Harry (now the owner of the property found me on the range, introduced himself
and welcomed me to Wales and the Glanusk Estates. But Sir was my response, I am nothing but a country boy,
me to, he said, see that mountain with all the sheep on it, they are my sheep which makes me a country boy also.
He was a very cordial individual, easy to talk to, by the way, he owns 50,000 acres.
After the match at the awards banquet with 500 in attendance, they started the program with the “Sports Award”
which I was not sure really what it was. I found out later that it is an achievement award given to an individual for
his/her contributions to the sport. To my surprise Sergio Rita, the President of the “WFTF” announced my name.
500 people stood up and applauded until I reached the stage.
My mind was spinning, what do I say, as I approached the microphone, all I could think of was “thank you, thank
you, thank you”, God Bless the “WFTF”, and God Bless America, THANK YOU.
May this medal serve as recognition and appreciation for your contributions and devotion to the growth of Field
Target competition throughout the World, along with your unwavering leadership in the “World Field Target Federation”. You are an inspiration to us all.
Ron Carlson

Your First Lutheran family is so proud of all you on all of your accomplishments!! Congratulations on
this wonderful achievement. You certainly deserve this!!! You have Pillager known to the world!!!!
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Ben Mudgett
Benjamin “Ben” Wesley Mudgett, age 82, of Pillager, MN, passed away on
Sunday, October 22, 2017 at the St. Cloud Hospital.
Ben began his life on July 25, 1935, at the family farm house in what now is
Camp
Ripley, Just south of Pillager to Harvey and Edith (Delameter) Mudgett.
Ben married the love of his life, Sandra Mudgett, on October 21, 1967 at First Lutheran Church in
Pillager, MN, and together they had three children.
Ben graduated from Pillager High School in 1954. After high school, Ben worked with his dad on the family farm and picked
up other jobs wherever they could be found. In 1965, Ben got a job with Minnesota Power and Light. He proudly spent 30
years with MPL and retired in 1995. After retirement, Ben spent the summer months mowing lawn at Cragun’s Resort for 5+
years. Ben actively served with Pillager Fire and Rescue for 25 years. He was awarded the Pillager Area Fireman of the year
in 1981. He also was a member of the Commercial Club and the Senior Citizens, and he served over six terms on First
Lutheran’s Church Council. Ben was known as the Pillager areas “Handy Man.” He enjoyed fixing anything you put in front
of him. Ben never missed a Pillager Huskies sporting event. He attended his last Pillager Huskies Football game with his
brothers, Stanley and Frank on Wednesday, October 18, 2017 and as always, was cheering his heart out. Ben also cherished
his time watching his grandchildren’s many events, and time spent hunting with his sons and his brothers.
Left to cherish Ben’s memory are his three sons, Scott (Dawn) Mudgett, of Pillager, Gary (Katie Bahma) Mudgett, of
Pillager, Thomas (Jessica) Mudgett, of Lakeshore; siblings, Dorothy (Bud) Husman, Carol Hoelz, Helen (Richard) Smith,
Beverly Mudgett, Harvey (Nadine) Mudgett, Frank (Sherri) Mudgett, Stanley (Mary) Mudgett, Raymond (Deb) Mudgett;
grandchildren, Dexter (Casey), Devyn (Jesse Baker), Taylor, Morgan, Katie, Payton, Kade, Dane, Lawson, Emily
Verbeck; great-granddaughter, Brynlee Rae Mudgett; sisters-in-law, Linda Mudgett, Korli Fornshell; brother-in-law, Duane
(Pat) Fornshell, Don Farber; 31 nieces-nephews and many friends.
Ben is preceded in death by his parents, Harvey and Edith Mudgett; his loving wife of 50 years, Sandra Mudgett; brother,
Donald Mudgett; sisters-in-law, Bonnie Bell, Darlene Farber, Linda Nygren and Leona Mudgett; brothers-in-law, Jerry
Fornshell and Murray Hoelz; nephews, Troy and Dustin; niece, Leann.
Funeral service celebrating Ben’s life will be held 11:00 a.m. on Friday, October 27, 2017 at First Lutheran Church in
Pillager, MN, with Pastors Hector Merced and Robert Osell officiating. Visitation will be held on Thursday, October 26,
2017 from 5-7 p.m. at First Lutheran Church in Pillager, and one hour prior to the service Friday, at the church.

Aundria May Walgren-Schadow
Aundria May Walgren-Schadow, 38, of Balsam Lake, passed away unexpectedly on Saturday, October 14, 2017
from injuries sustained in an automobile accident. Aundria was born on March 14, 1979 in Wadena, Minnesota
the daughter of Cindy L. (Hunter) Walgren and Roger Arthur Walgren.
Aundria attended school in Osceola, Wisconsin and graduated from Osceola High School in 1997. She was
currently employed at the Tenere Corporation in Osceola. She loved all types of music, enjoyed swimming,
camping, vacations, mud bogs, tubing on the river, four wheeling, bonfires, sitting outside on the swing and
looking at the stars, but most of all she loved her children.
She leaves to celebrate her memory: son, Brendon Mattison, Pillager, MN; daughters, Ryhley Mattison and Kaedince Schadow, Balsam
Lake, WI; mother, Cindy Walgren, Pillager, MN; father, Roger (Sherri) Walgren, Laporte, MN; sister, Angela Walgren, Brainerd, MN;
grandmother, Marlene Lindeman, Motley, MN; grandfather, George Urbanski, Taylors Falls, MN; aunts, uncles and other loving family
and friends. She was preceded in death by grandparents, Wayne Hunter, Lawrence Lindeman and Janet and Art Walgren.
A Memorial Service will be held on Wednesday, October 18, 2017 at 11:00 A.M. at East Balsam Baptist Church with a visitation
beginning at 10:00 A.M. Please join the family for lunch and continued visiting following the service. A memorial service was held at
First Lutheran, Pillager on Saturday, October 27, 2017.
The Kolstad Family Funeral Home of Centuria has been entrusted with arrangements.
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REFORMATION SUNDAY
Thanks to Roger, Dan, Pastor and Mary for
the great service to celebrate Reformation!!!
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Preparations for the Annual Dinner

Raffle Prizes

Mystery Box Winner from Raffle
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Enjoying the dinner!!!!

Cleaning up the tables!!!

Annual Fall Dinner! Thank you
to everyone who helped and participated in our Annual Meatball
Dinner last night. Your support is
very much appreciated!! A special thank you to Rosie for all her
time and talent in organizing this
annual event. Thanks to everyone who donated items for our
raffle!!! We made $1,308 on the
dinner and raffle!!!!!
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Scripture alone, Faith alone, Grace alone, Christ alone, to the Glory of God alone |
Ed Stetzer holds the Billy Graham Distinguished Chair of Church, Mission, and Evangelism at Wheaton College, is executive director of the Billy
Graham Center, and publishes church leadership resources through Mission Group

The 500th Anniversary of the Reformation

Today marks the 500th anniversary of, arguably, one of the most important events in church history: The Protestant Reformation.
On October 31, 1517, a man named Martin Luther nailed a piece of paper to the doors of the Wittenberg Castle church in what is now the nation of Germany.
He may not have realize it then, but this piece of paper—his 95 Theses—was about change the course of church history around the world.
Reflecting back upon this period, Luther wrote that he had been wrestling with one particular phrase in the first chapter of the Book of Romans for quite some
time: “the righteousness of God.” With great candor, he admitted in his writings that, “Not only did I not love, but I actually hated the righteousness of God who
punishes sinners.” Despite his life as a faithful monk, devoted to
piety, Luther could never see himself as anything but a sinner before the throne of God. Every religious observance and
obedience failed to satisfy a righteous God. Throughout this turmoil, Luther comments that he never left Paul’s writings in
Romans, desiring to know what Paul meant by “the righteous shall life by faith.” Meditating day and night on Romans 1:17, Luther slowly came to appreciate
their theological meaning and application: “There I began to understand that the righteousness of God is that by which the righteous lives by a gift of God,
namely faith.”
Luther writes of this joyous moment when the veil lifted from his eyes: “The merciful God justifies us by faith.” This conclusion
echoed across Europe and has continued to reverberate into the sanctuaries of churches around the world ever since. What we take for granted today, that
salvation is by grace alone through faith alone, to a man like Luther, living in his context, it certainly was not.
The Fallacy of ‘Earning’ Forgiveness
While the Medieval Church had its share of problems, Luther’s 95 Theses focused primarily on one major grievance: indulgences.
While we think of “indulgence’ as overflowing bowls of ice cream or decadent slices of cake, indulgence in Luther’s setting
referred to a system of payments made for the pardon of sins. In essence, believers saw the indulgence system as counter-scriptural in emphasizing earning
forgiveness of sins rather than faith.
To Luther this was an affront to the gospel and he directed his anger at men like Johann Tetzel, Germany’s commissioner of
indulgences. Tetzel’s role was to travel the countryside selling forgiveness. He is well known for his repetition of the warm
medieval tune, “As soon as the coin in the coffer rings, the soul from Purgatory springs.” Tetzel’s peddling of a false gospel
represents one of the lowest points of the church and thankfully today most Christians, regardless of where they fall on the
denominational spectrum, reject this heresy.
In this we owe a debt to Luther and it’s why we celebrate the Reformation’s 500th anniversary today. We must never lose sight that forgiveness comes to us
only through relationship with God, not a donation deposit. Therefore, as we celebrate the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation today, here are some things we should keep in mind:
First, we should seek to celebrate the very thing Luther first feared: the righteousness of God.
In Romans 5:1, Paul tells us that we “have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ” because we have been made righteous through his faithfulness
combined with our faith. We do not have to be afraid or cower in fear of God. Instead, we can approach the throne of grace with confidence in the forgiveness
we have received in Christ.
Second, for those of us who feel like we are living in bondage and finding ourselves stuck on the good-works treadmill, start where Luther started.
Look at Romans 1 and particularly verse 17. There, Paul speaks of the gift of forgiveness that has been offered to those who believe. As we read, we can seek
to understand the magnitude of this gift and allow the Holy Spirit to speak the same words to us that Jesus said aloud as he gave his life on the cross: “It is
finished.”
Finally, while certainly a time of celebration and remembrance, this anniversary of the Reformation should also be a time of careful reflection.
The Church (of which we are part) is largely united now on the principal of salvation by grace through faith alone. Yet, we continue to divide in a multitude of
other ways. This risks minimizing the importance of unity to God. We are the Body of Christ, who
together share the same Lord, faith, and baptism. Instead of trying to find ways to separate, label, and segment ourselves, we need to work instead to make a
way for greater unity within the Church. In a culture that persistently hammers on the need to earn, we need to remember the theme of what Luther hammered
on the door: the righteous shall live by faith. Christians of all denominational backgrounds and traditions can come together in celebration of our shared
salvation in Jesus—by faith alone, through grace alone.
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