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Editor’s Notes
Hello dear readers,
Christmas is almost upon us. The Yuletide season sparkles with promise of better things in the coming year. I know….
Blah, blah, blah with the usual holiday cheer, but I am excited about the way things are picking up in our community.
So many of you have stepped up, filling vacancies and offering help whenever needed. I think what COVID took away is
starting to be rebuilt. I am grateful for that and everyone of you. I survived a long, 6 weeks, of illness and am none the
worse for it. So, my hopes are high that we will have a great Christmas, New Year and all the other holidays that bless us
during December and even a better 2022.
No matter what philosophical regime you follow or deity you worship, may my well wishes, good energy and many
blessings from my God follow you through this holiday season and into the new year.
Helen AHF Privitera
Please note that any of the editorial staff can be reached by email at wavesnews@aol.com

2

December 2021 - Swan Lake Village Waves

Swan Lake Village Waves - December 2021

Personnel Directory
Swan Lake Village

620 57th Ave. W., Bradenton, FL 34207
Office: (941) 756-5409 / Fax: (941) 753-3256
After Hours Emergency: (941) 779-7651
Community Website:
www.swanlakemhp.net
Office Hours
Monday thru Friday – 8:00 am to 5:00 pm
Closed Saturday and Sunday
Available by appointment on weekends
Staff
Manager: Katie Boisvert
Swan Lake National Corporate Email:
onehappyresident@gmail.com
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Book Nook

The Lending Library

Books, DVDs, and puzzles are available
free for all community residents to borrow. To return borrowed articles simply place them into the
Returns Basket on the table in the library area.
To donate items that are in good shape, please bring them
to the library for consideration. Place them in the Returns
Basket to be sorted and filed. The only books that are
accepted are novels, especially those by popular authors.
At this time VHS tapes and nonfiction books (cookbooks
and instructional books) cannot be placed into the library.
Any unaccepted donations will be taken to Goodwill for
disposal.

Waves of Swan Lake Newsletter
Editorial Staff:
Editor: Helen AHF Privitera
Proofreader: Barbara Robitaille
Editorial Staff & Contact Email:
wavesnews@aol.com
Newsletter Website:
www.ontracnewsletters.net
Swan Lake Homeowners Association, Inc.
Board of Directors:
PRESIDENT
Helen Privitera
Term: 01/01/2020 – 12/31/2022
VICE PRESIDENT
Vacant
TREASURER
Marlene Taylor
Term: 01/01/2021 – 12/31/2021
SECRETARY
Maxine Bellows
Term: 01/01/2021 – 12/31/2021
EVENT COORDINATOR
Connie Carpenter
Term: 01/01/2020 – 12/31/2022
MANAGEMENT LIAISON
Vacant
DELEGATE AT LARGE
Terry Carpenter
Term: 01/01/2021 – 12/31/2021
Contact Information:
Please go to the following website for all the latest
HOA information, events and updated news
www.swanlakeresidents.net
If you can’t find the information you need there then
contact the HOA Board of Directors at this email address:
swanlakevillagehoaboard@gmail.com

Views & Opinion Disclaimer to Residents of Swan Lake.
The views and opinions expressed in the articles printed in this
newsletter are strictly those of that article’s author. They may
not reflect the views of the residents of Swan Lake, the H.O.A.
Board of Directors, Swan Lake Management, or the staff of “The
Waves”. No personal attacks will be tolerated or published.
While every effort is made to assure all information published
is factual, an article’s accuracy is the sole responsibility of the
author.

ADVERTISING
DISCLAIMER
TO
DISCLAIMER TO
RESIDENTS
RESIDENTS
OF SWAN
OF SWAN
LAKE LAKE

The staff of “The Waves”, Swan Lake Management, and the
Swan Lake H.O.A. Board of Directors have not endorsed any
of the advertisers in this publication.
The companies advertising in this newsletter have paid a fee
to OnTrac Publishing for their advertising.
Please ensure that you research any company or individual
before undertaking any repairs or services.
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HOA President’s Message
Hello to all my fellow Swan Lakers,
I am writing this on November 10, 2021, the day after the HOA meeting. I want to thank all of you who joined the HOA
and attended the meeting. I thought it was a good, productive meeting.
For those of you who could not attend I will give you a brief rundown of the actions taken. These are not the official
minutes; you will find those on the clubhouse bulletin board.
1.
2.
3.

Call to order by the President.
Pledge of Allegiance by Ross Privitera
Roll call was taken by the Secretary
I. President – Helen A. Privitera
II. Vice President – Vacant
III. Secretary – Maxine Bellows
IV. Treasurer – Marlene Taylor
V. Event Coordinator – Connie Carpenter
VI. Management Liaison – Vacant
VII. Delegate at Large – Terry Carpenter
4. Reading of the minutes from the last meeting by the Secretary and acceptance
5. Reading of the Treasurer’s Report by the President and acceptance
6. Officers’ reports:
a. President – Thanked the board for stepping up to the plate to catch up after COVID and for getting things
going again. The Carpenters were especially thanked.
b. Event Coordinator – Reminded us of the Veterans’ Day Parade and the Thanksgiving Dinner.
7. Committee reports
a. Membership committee - Reported committee chairman Barb Robitaille that we currently have 64 members.
b. Nominating committee – At this point Jeff Wolfe took the meeting and ran the nominations for board directors. The results were that the following people were nominated to run for the Board:
I. Ric Tyrer
II. Marlene Taylor
III. Jan Steffens
IV. Terry Carpenter
V. Pam Tyrer
with Helen Privitera and Connie Carpenter remaining on the Board for the duration of their terms until December 30, 2022.
As there were 5 openings and 5 nominees, the nominations were closed and accepted. It was stated that at the next
meeting the nominees would be voted on as a package.
8. Unfinished business - As the current Board had settled all business there was no Unfinished Business.
9. New business:
a. The President made the announcement that Diane Struhar would be Event Tickets Chair.
b. It was requested for a Welcome Wagon Chair and Kathy Franklin volunteered. Accepted.
c. The question of reinstating Pot Luck Dinners was opened. It was decided that the Event Coordinator would
chair a committee to work out the details and this would be opened as Unfinished Business at the next meeting.
10. The date of December 14, 2021 was announced as the next meeting date.
11. There were no comments from the floor.
a. The meeting was adjourned.
Helen Privitera
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HOA Event Coordinator Message
New Year’s
Eve Party

Come join us on December 31st to
celebrate New Year’s Eve! Party will
be from 8pm until midnight. Bring
your own snacks & drinks, there will
be music & probably dancing.

Just for Fun

I got up this morning and ran around the block 4 times.
Then I got tired. So, I picked up the block and put it back
in the toy box.
Why did the blond get excited after finishing her puzzle in
6 months? The box said 2-4 years.
I went to the zoo and saw a baguette in a cage. The zookeeper said it was bread in captivity.
It’s a shame nothing is built in the USA anymore. I just
bought a tv and it said “Built in Antenna.” I don’t even know
where that is.
Essential oil lovers… Which oil calms household family
members down? Chloroform? It’s chloroform, isn’t it?

Christmas Dinner

Christmas dinner will be on Wednesday, December 15th at
5:00pm this year. Ticket price to be determined. Tickets can
be purchased at Monday morning coffee or at the December
HOA meeting.
Connie Carpenter

24/7
e
Ser vic
le
Availab

Installation, Maintenance & Repair Priced Right!
FINANCING AVAILABLE

FREE Service Call

39 95

$

Best
Deal

With Paid Repair
Must present ad. Offers cannot be
combined. Restrictions may apply.
Expires 12/31/21

Maintenance
Special* (reg. $79)
Must present ad. Offers cannot be
combined. Restrictions may apply.
Expires 12/31/21

HVAC Installation, Maintenance & Repair l Duct Cleaning l Attic Insulation

CALL TODAY FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE!

941-751-2653

ASK ABO
UT
UV LIGH
T!
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Meals Out

October Breakfast Out
at Mountain Comfort Coffee Café
Hosted by Del Hall

October Dinner Out
at Anna Maria Oyster Bar
Hosted by Barb Robitaille

Swan Lake Village Waves - December 2021
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Meals Out
November Lunch Out at
Popi’s Place
Hosted by Barb Robitaille

Christmas Punch

Recipes of the Month

2 cups orange juice
2 cups cranberry juice
1 cup pineapple juice
1 cup ginger ale

Gently mix all ingredients together.
Serve over ice.

STAY SAFE!

Another Recipe of the Month Especially for Christmas
Grandma Ashton’s Christmas Cutouts
Ingredients:
1 cup sugar
1 cup margarine
2 eggs
2 teaspoons vanilla
6 tablespoons milk
3 cups flour
3 teaspoons baking powder
1 teaspoon salt
Mix the first 5 ingredients then add the next 3 ingredients.
If you cover and refrigerate overnight, it’s much easier to
work the next day.
Roll out dough on a flour covered board and cut out with
cookie cutters. If sticky, just add more flour to the dough.
Put on a baking sheet and bake at 350° for 8 – 10 minutes.
This is Ross Privitera’s Family Cookbook

Don’t Drink and Drive
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This is the handiwork by one of the Knit-Wits.

Hello Everyone,

9

Knit Wits

Christmas Cookie Exchange

Swan Lake Village will be holding a Christmas Cookie Exchange. This is the first time we have tried this since I have lived
here, so, to be fair to everyone who will be attending, we have laid out some rules to which we will strictly adhere. Here
are the particulars:

Who: The Residents of Swan Lake Village and the HOA
What: Christmas Cookie Exchange
When: December 22, 2021 at noon
Where: In the clubhouse
Why: Just for the fun of it
How Much: Admission is a batch of Home-Made Christmas Cookies
The Rules:
1) All cookies must be home-made from scratch, no store-bought, tube or mix cookies will gain admittance.
2) You will leave with the same number of assorted cookies which you bring, less of course, whatever deliciousness
you eat while you are there. It is suggested a minimum of 3 dozen cookies.
3) Be sure to bring copies of your recipe to share.
4) Coffee will be served courtesy of the HOA to allow for your munching pleasure.
5) Bring your own boxes, bags or whatever you need to get your treasures home.
6) Let’s have a batch of fun.
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December Puzzle

(Solution on Pg. 28)
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Words of Wisdom
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Thoughts for Christmas

Be grateful for every second of every day that you get to
spend with the people you love. Life is so very precious.

Santa has been reading your posts all year…. Most of you
are getting Bibles and dictionaries.

You know who’s going through a lot right now? Literally
everyone. So just be kind.

Why are Dogs Like Santa? They see you when you’re sleeping… They know when you have snacks……

The most beautiful things in life are not things. They’re
people and places and memories and pictures. They’re
feelings and moments and smiles and laughter.

Brace Yourself… Soon, the era of pumpkin will fall, and the
northern winds will whisper, “Peppermint everything.” …
Minter is coming

Sometimes, the best medicine is the unconditional love of
your pets.

And don’t Forget…. What happens under the mistletoe…
Stays under the mistletoe.

If you are reading this, I wish you a day filled with kind people, lots of smiles and unexpected blessings

Creatures of Swan Lake They’re Back!

Coyotes have been spotted in the neighborhood again.
Remember to keep your pets close at all times.

Thanks to Kim and Paul Dudrich
for Welcoming Some New Residents

Barbara and Mathewson McElroy with the Dudrichs
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Community Activities:
FEATURED
Meals Out:
Lunch Out – December 8 – 11:30am – The River House – Requires sign-up in Clubhouse
Breakfast Out - December 17 – 8:30am – Mountain Comfort Coffee Café – Requires sign-up in Clubhouse
		
Dinner Out - December 28 – 5:00pm – Scarpino’s – Requires sign-up in Clubhouse
Special events:
HOA Annual General Meeting – December 14 – Coffee 6:30pm – Meeting 7:00pm – Clubhouse – Requires
HOA Membership
Christmas Dinner – December 15 – 5:00pm – Clubhouse - Requires sign-up, Details in Clubhouse
National Cookie Exchange Day Cookie Exchange – December 22 - Noon - Clubhouse - Details in Clubhouse
Christmas Golf Cart Parade – December 24 – 5:00pm - Requires sign-up - Details in Clubhouse
New Year’s Eve Party – December 31 – 8:00pm – Clubhouse - Details in Clubhouse

REGULAR:
Monday Coffee, Social & Info
Sit & Be Fit
Aqua Exercise
Knitting / Crafts – “Knit-Wits”
Poker Fun Night
Sit & Be Fit
Games/Dominos
Euchre
Lady Hackers Golf
Mah-Jongg
Shuffleboard
Sit & Be Fit
Aqua Exercise
Poker
Dominos

Every Monday
Every Monday
Every Monday
Every Tuesday
Every Tuesday
Every Wednesday
Every Wednesday
Every Wednesday
Every Thursday
Every Thursday
Every Thursday
Every Friday
Every Friday
Every Friday
Every Friday

9:00am
After Coffee
10:00am
10:00am
6:00pm
8:30am
6:00pm
6:30pm
8:45am
1:00pm
7:00pm
8:30am
10:00am
6:00pm
6:00pm

Clubhouse
Clubhouse
Pool
Clubhouse
Clubhouse
Clubhouse
Clubhouse
Clubhouse
TBD
Clubhouse
Shuffleboard Court
Clubhouse
Pool
Clubhouse
Clubhouse

Riddles
1) What gets wet while drying?
2) What can you keep after giving it to someone?
3) I shave every day, but my beard stays the same. What am I?
4) You see a boat filled with people, yet there isn’t a single person on board.
How is that possible?
5) You walk into a room that contains a match, a kerosene lamp, a candle and
a fireplace. What would you light first?
Answers on Pg.28

14

December 2021 - Swan Lake Village Waves

From Management

Happy Holidays!

It’s so wonderful to see so many things happening in the
park. The HOA has done a fantastic job of planning some
great events, so get out there, enjoy the weather and socializing with your friends, family and neighbors!

Reminders and New News
from Management
Reminders

The new lot rents starting January 1, 2022 will be:
Inside
Corner
Lake

$724.00
$737.00
$758.00

The Park looks beautiful. It is so easy to see the effort that
everyone puts into keeping their homes so nice looking.
It’s always extra special with all of the holiday decorations.

Do not postdate checks

In addition to myself, the owners and upper management
of Swan Lake Village would like to extend a sincere and
heartfelt wish for a happy and safe Christmas, Hanukkah
and New Year.

Management will not be offering the 4% discount for the
coming year for those who pay the year in full.

New News

"May you never be too grown up to search the skies on
Christmas Eve." -Anonymous
Katie Boisvert
Community Manager

Poker Fun Night

As of this writing the request for poker players has evolved into a Poker Fun Night. The first time they played there were
fourteen players. Snacks and goodies were available and the evening was a success with fun had by all. So, if you are
at all interested in playing or learning poker in an easy-going environment, Tuesday nights at 6:00pm in the clubhouse
is where you’ll want to be.
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Veterans Day Parade

The Veterans Day Golf Cart Parade was held on
Thursday November 11th with both Swan Lake and
Pescara Lake participating.

A total of 19 carts and 2 escort motorcycles with
flags flying and horns blowing toured both Communities followed by refreshments in Swan Lake
Clubhouse.
Big thanks to all who helped organize this important event.
See you again next year.
Ric & Pam

Donations

“Our Daily Bread of Bradenton, Inc.”
Janice Shamblen will no longer be able to
take donations of usable clothing for Our
Daily Bread. If anyone wishes to take over
this worthy endeavor, please contact me at
(716) 913-4160 or at J-1.

16

December 2021 - Swan Lake Village Waves

Event Notes:
All Meals Out – See Bulletin Board for details & sign-up
sheets.
Special Events – These may require advance ticket purchase
instead of sign-up sheets. The Bulletin Board will also be
used for details concerning Special Events.
Please note: Coffee will now be provided by the HOA at
the Monday morning meeting during the winter months.
Please bring your own mug. Donuts will also be provided
by management on the first Monday of these months.

Snickers
* What is a knight’s favorite fish?
…Swordfish

								

Swan Lake V
SUNDAY

MONDAY

				

5

6

Monday Coffee, Social, & Info		 Knitting / Cra
1
9:00am Clubhouse

Sit & Be Fit Poker Fun N
After coffee Clubhouse

* What do you call a pig that does karate?
…A pork chop
* What do you call an alligator in a vest?
…An in-vest-i-gator

TU

Aqua Exercise		
10:00am Pool

12

13

Monday Coffee, Social, & Info		 Knitting / Cra
9:00am Clubhouse
10

Sit & Be Fit Poker Fun Nig
After coffee Clubhouse
HOA Annual G
Aqua Exercise		 Coffee 6:30pm
10:00am Pool
Clubhouse

19

20

Monday Coffee, Social, & Info		
9:00am Clubhouse Knitting / Craf
10
Sit & Be Fit
Poker
Fun
Nig
After coffee Clubhouse
Aqua Exercise
10:00am Pool

26

27

Monday Coffee, Social, & Info		 Knitting / Craf
10
9:00am Clubhouse
Poker Fun Nig
Sit & Be Fit
After coffee Clubhouse
Aqua Exercise		 Dinner Out
10:00am Pool
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Village December 2021

UESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

				 1

2

Sit & Be Fit

Lady Hackers Golf 8:45am TBD
8:30am Clubhouse
Games/Dominoes
Mah Jongg 1:00pm Clubhouse
6:00pm Clubhouse
Euchre
Shuffleboard Shuffleboard Ct
6:30pm Clubhouse
7:00pm

7

afts – “Knit-Wits”
10:00am Clubhouse

Night
6:00pm Clubhouse

14

Sit & Be Fit

8

afts – “Knit-Wits”
Sit & Be Fit 8:30am Clubhouse
0:00am Clubhouse
Games/Dominoes
ght
6:00pm Clubhouse
6:00pm Clubhouse
Christmas Dinner
General Meeting
5:00pm– Clubhouse
m – Meeting 7:00pm – Euchre
6:30pm Clubhouse

21

22

16

Lady Hackers Golf 8:45am TBD
Mah Jongg 1:00pm Clubhouse
Shuffleboard

Shuffleboard Ct
7:00pm

23

Lady Hackers Golf 8:45am TBD
Sit & Be Fit 8:30am Clubhouse
fts – “Knit-Wits”
Games/Dominoes
0:00am Clubhouse
6:00pm Clubhouse Mah Jongg 1:00pm Clubhouse
ght
National Cookie Exchange
6:00pm Clubhouse
Noon Clubhouse Shuffleboard Shuffleboard Ct
7:00pm
Euchre
6:30pm Clubhouse

28

29

30

Sit & Be Fit
Lady Hackers Golf 8:45am TBD
fts – “Knit-Wits”
8:30am
Clubhouse
0:00am Clubhouse
Games/Dominoes
Mah Jongg 1:00pm Clubhouse
ght
6:00pm
Clubhouse
6:00pm Clubhouse
Shuffleboard Shuffleboard Ct
Euchre
7:00pm
6:30pm Clubhouse
Scarpinos 5:00pm

SATURDAY

3

Sit & Be Fit

4

8:30am Clubhouse
Aqua Exercise
10:00am Pool
Dominoes 6:00pm Clubhouse
Poker

6:00pm Clubhouse

9

Lady Hackers Golf 8:45am TBD

8:30am Clubhouse
Mah Jongg 1:00pm Clubhouse
Lunch Out – 11:30am
The River House
Shuffleboard Shuffleboard Ct
Games/Dominoes
7:00pm
6:00pm Clubhouse
Euchre
6:30pm Clubhouse
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FRIDAY

10

11

Sit & Be Fit
8:30am Clubhouse
Aqua Exercise
10:00am Pool
Dominoes 6:00pm Clubhouse
Poker

6:00pm Clubhouse

Sit & Be Fit

17

18

8:30am Clubhouse
Breakfast Out 8:30am
Mountain Comfort Coffee Cafe
Aqua Exercise
10:00am Pool
Dominoes 6:00pm Clubhouse
Poker
6:00pm Clubhouse
Sit & Be Fit
Aqua Exercise

24
8:30am Clubhouse
10:00am Pool

Christmas Golf Cart Parade 5pm
Dominoes 6:00pm Clubhouse
Poker
6:00pm Clubhouse

31

Sit & Be Fit 8:30am Clubhouse
Aqua Exercise
10:00am Pool

New Year’s Eve Party
8pm Clubhouse
Dominoes 6:00pm Clubhouse
Poker
6:00pm Clubhouse

25
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We are a TEAM of Experts dedicated to using every available resource to market
land leased mobile homes to the widest market giving you.....
• Full Time In-House Marketing Department to ensure your listing gets Maximum Exposure
• Your listing Online within 48 Hours after taking pictures
• Video Walk-Throughs of every home
• 90 Day Listings - we don’t tie you up with long term contracts
• Our current number of Days-On-Market is 45.15 - we turn homes
• 24 hour a Day every day Open Houses - ask us how
• A Free price report from N.A.D.A. tpo give you the best and most accurate
value of your home.

Call Jerry at 941-779-7842 or email at jerrysellsmh@gmail.com

WC
INC.

AMS

Family Owned & Operated Since 1977

NOW Serving
You From
Largo, FL!

Call Today!
800-282-3572
727-471-0820

SERVING:
• Manatee
• Pinellas
• Pasco
• Hillsborough
• Hernando

The Very Best In: Window Replacement, Aluminum Roofovers, & Enclosures
E
FREax
E-Mus
Pl

Window Replacements
Built for Florida’s Climate

“Our new energy efficient windows installed
by AMS are beautiful. Everything from start
to finish was great.”
C. Wallace
Pinellas County

Aluminum Roofovers
Energy Star Compliant

10%

Discou

nt

“This is simply the best roof over system available. We love our new roof.
Thanks you and your staff.”
J. Howard
Pinellas County

Glass & Acrylic Enclosures

Turn your screen room into a livable lanai

“My husband and I now spend most of our
time in our lovely lanai. No more rain or dirt.
The workmanship is fabulous.”
M. Lowery
Tampa

We also Specialize in Vinyl Siding • Carports • Sheds • Screen Rooms
Serving your community for over 35 years.
Great Price • Great Products • Great Workmanship
Your neighbors have used us. How About You?

FREE ESTIMATES
Evening & Weekend
Appointments Available

Visit www.AMSOFFLA.com and view our informative video
FL State Certified • Licensed & Insured
General Contractor CG1515749 • Roofing Contractor CC C1329853

100% FINANCING
AVAILABLE
(with approved credit)

SAVE TIME AND MONEY BY CALLING US TODAY TO GET YOUR PROJECT STARTED!

Swan Lake Village Waves - December 2021

19

Profound Quotes

It is not the mountain we conquer. But ourselves. – Sir Edmund Hillary - New Zealand mountaineer, explorer, and philanthropist. One of the first climbers confirmed to have reached the summit of Mount Everest.
Courage doesn’t always roar. Sometimes courage is the quiet voice at the end of the day, saying, “I will try again Tomorrow.”
– Mary Anne Radmacher - Writer, artist, trainer and speaker.
The best thing about the future is that it comes one day at a time. – Abraham Lincoln - American lawyer and statesman who
served as the 16th president of the United States.
Go out into the world with your passion and love for what you do and just never give up. – Dianne Reeves - American jazz
singer. Winner of the Grammy for Best Jazz Vocal Album in 2015.
Never stop trying. Never stop believing. Never give up. Your day will come. – Mandy Hale - Blogger turned New York Times
best-selling author and speaker. Creator of the social media movement
Some days are better, some days are worse. Look for the blessing instead of the curse. Be positive, stay strong and get enough
rest. You can’t do it all, but you can do your best. – Doe Zantamata - author, artist, and photographer. Wrote the Happiness
in Your Life book series.
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From the Desk of
Mr. Trivia

*In the 19th century, most French sailors were
wearing pom-pom hats. However, the intention
was not to look adorable and stylish. Pom-poms
on their hats were protecting their heads from
bumping into the ship ceiling. Many ships had smaller doorways than expected, and the pom-poms absorbed the blow
when their heads collided with the door frames.
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December Holidays
Just for fun, here are unusual holidays for the month of
December. Were you born on any of these? If so, celebrate
your birthday with its special holiday.
1st

Eat a Red Apple Day

2nd

Business of Popping Corn Day

3rd

National Apple Pie Day

4th

National Kitten Day

*Do you know why wooden hangers were created? They were
made to keep creatures such as moths away from a wardrobe
because they can damage clothes, especially if they are made
of wool. Usually, wooden hangers are made of cedar that is
known for its ability to repel moths and other insects.

5th

Repeal Prohibition Day

6th

National Gazpacho Day

7th

National Cotton Candy Day

8th

National Brownie Day

*You may not know it, but the position of the buttons on a
women’s shirt and blouse is symbolic and has a special meaning. Back in the day, buttons placed on the left indicated that a
woman belonged to the upper class and was probably dressed
by her servants. In contrast, if the buttons are on the right, it
told the world that most likely you were a farmer or commoner,
and you were probably dressed by yourself.

9th

National Pastry Day

10th

Worldwide Candle Lighting Day

11th

National Noodle Ring Day

12th

Gingerbread House Day

13th

National Cocoa Day

14th

Roast Chestnuts Day

15th

National Cupcake Day

16th

Chocolate Covered Everything Day

17th

National Maple Syrup Day

18th

National Wear a Plunger Day

19th

Look for an Evergreen Day

20th

Go Caroling Day

21st

Don’t Make Your Bed Day

22nd

National Cookie Exchange Day

23rd

Festivus

24th

National Eggnog Day

25th

National Pumpkin Pie Day

26th

National Candy Cane Day

27th

National Fruitcake Day

28th

Call a Friend Day

29th

Tick Toc Day

30th

No Interruptions Day

31st

National Champagne Day
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Why do we say that?

A feather in your cap

Meaning: something one is proud of, usually an accomplishment
Origin: Many believe this phrase originates from the custom of a warrior
adding a feather to his hat or headdress for each enemy he has killed in
battle.
Don’t look a gift horse in the mouth
Meaning: to not find fault with something you’ve received as a gift or
favor
Origin: One can assess the age of a horse (and therefore
value when said horse is meant for hard labor or other
tasks in which youth is an advantage) by reviewing its
teeth. Generally, it takes a specialist to really make this
determination, but the phrase refers to avoiding checking
the horse’s age when it’s given as a gift.

Older Than Dirt Quiz
Do You Know?

Where was the headlight dimmer switch
previously located?
a) On the floor shift knob
b) On the floor, left of the clutch pedal
c) Next to the horn
The bottle cap of a Royal Crown bottle has
holes punched in it, why?
a) To capture lightning bugs
b) To sprinkle clothes before ironing
c) To use the bottle as a salt shaker
Why was having milk delivered a problem in
northern winter?
a) Cows got cold and wouldn’t produce
b) Ice on highways forced delivery by dog
sled
c) Milkmen left deliveries outside doors
and milk would freeze, expanding and pushing up the cardboard bottle top
What was the popular chewing gum named
after a game of chance?
a) Blackjack
b) Gin
c) Craps
What method did women adopt to look as
if they were wearing stockings when none
were available due to rationing during WWII?
a) Suntan
b) Leg painting
c) Wearing slacks
(Solution on Pg. 28)
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A Christmas Poem
with a Patriotic Twist

Robert A. Hall
SSG (Retired), USMC. Semper Fi!
Each year when Christmas comes around again,
I pause on Christmas Eve to take a dram
Of whisky, and I think of absent friends,
And Christmas in a place called Vietnam.
I think of boys who never had the chance
To see their kids on Christmas Eve at play,
Their lives were spent that freedom might advance,
From Valley Forge right up through yesterday.
They fell at Belleau Wood and Normandy,
At Gettysburg, at Iwo and at Hue,
They gave their lives to keep our people free,
And never saw another Christmas Day.
So, take a moment from your festive joys,
To think of soldiers who were young and true,
And say a prayer on Christmas Eve for boys
Who gave up all their Christmases for you.

You have heard of an
Elf on a Shelf,
Well, here it is….
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Poem of the Month

Fairy Faces

Anonymous
Out of the mists of childhood,
Steeped in a golden glory,
Come dreamy forms and faces,
Snatches of song and story;
Whispers of sweet, still faces;
Rays of ethereal glimmer,
That gleam like sunny heavens,
Ne’er to grow colder or dimmer:
Now far in the distance, now shining near,
Lighting the snows of the shivering year.
Faces there are that tremble,
Bleared with a silent weeping,
Weird in a shadowy sorrow,
As if endless vigil keeping.
Faces of dazzling brightness,
With childlike radiance lighted,
Flashing with many a beauty,
Nor care nor time had blighted.
But o’er them all there’s a glamour thrown.
Bright with the dreamy distance alone.
Aglow in the Christmas halo,
Shining with heavenly lustre,
These are the fairy faces
That round the hearthstone cluster.
These the deep, tender records,
Sacred in all their meetness,
That, wakening purest fancies,
Soften us with their sweetness;
As, gathered where flickering fagots burn,
We welcome the holy season’s return.

Canasta or Hand-In-Foot

Interested in playing Canasta or Hand-In-Foot on Wednesday Game Night? Dottie Betcher is interested also. To
discuss setting up for playing these interesting games
call her at (410) 708-8509 or drop by B-27.
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Words of Wisdom from Sheriff Chris

Following are some safety & crime prevention tips from our
friendly Sheriff Chris Ralston:
1) If you See something, Say something.
To report emergencies, crimes or critical information
call 911
To report non-critical information call 941-747-3011
extension 2260
To report suspected drug activity call 941-747-3011
extension 1100
As preached so very often, do not be afraid to call the
sheriff’s office.
2) Lock it or lose it.

As we approach the holidays,
remember the bad guys are as
anxious to have a good holiday
as you are. Thus, be especially
careful with your purse and
wallet. If you are out shopping,
put your packages in your trunk,
if you can, and never leave your
vehicle unlocked. As you go
from one store to the next, do
not leave your car in the same spot, make it look like you
are leaving, then park in another spot.

Schemes by the Bad Guys
Watch out for Distractionary Burglary. Sheriff Chris states
this is still a very real scam. This is where one person claims
to be a salesman or repairman to get you outside your house
and distracted while another burglarizes your home. A bad
guy can quickly go to the master bedroom, which is where
many people keep their most valuable items such as guns,
jewelry, money and prescription medicines. And anytime
you leave your house, lock the door.

Two big items seem to be popular for pilfering lately;
20-pound propane tanks and, as always, bicycles. Make
sure they are secure.

Be careful of numbers that show on your telephone when
receiving a call. Many of them are spoofed and are not the
actual number calling you. Never give any personal information to an inbound caller and do not call the number shown
on your caller ID. If you suspect the caller is legitimate, hang
up and call the number you have on file for that entity.
Be a wise consumer when choosing a company with which
to do business. Two very valuable tools are personal referrals
and online reviews.

Be aware that since the snowbirds are coming back and the
Canadian border is open, traffic is greatly increased. Be careful when you drive. Don’t use your cell phone while driving.
If your car has a fob to start it, do not leave your fob in the
car. In your home, it should be far enough away from the
car so it does not keep it from locking.
When making purchases in a store or online, be aware that
credit cards have far more fraud protection than a debit card.
This is especially important when making online purchases.
Remember, each individual is responsible for their own
security. Be aware of your surroundings and your neighborhood. If something doesn’t seem right, it probably isn’t.
Call the sheriff’s department; better safe than sorry.
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Things that make you go …
Hmmmm!!!

Prayers, Well Wishes
and Good Thoughts

Do Lipton employees take coffee breaks?

This list is for anyone who would like prayers, well wishes,
or good thoughts for any reason. Individual’s names will be
added at their request or the request of someone authorized
by them. No reason for the request needs to be stated and
all names will remain on the list until a request is received
to remove it.

Can I yell “movie” in a crowded firehouse?

For placement on the list contact me at the number below.

Can you be a closet claustrophobic?

God Bless
Barb Robitaille
(978) 387-2242

What would a chair look like if our knees bent the other way?
Why do we park in driveways and drive on parkways?

01
03
05
05
08
10
12
15
15
16
16
17
18
20
20
20
24

December Birthdays

Brian McGuire
Christopher Boland
David VanTil
Barbara Daniels
Roy Johnson
Margaret Paveglio
Ric Tyrer
John LaCrosse
Jeanne Owens
Doreen MacGowan
Dwight Robinson
Jodi Hakamaki
Lucy Stetson
Paul Brock
Becky Schumann
Samuel Dix
Sandra Ouderkirk

December
Anniversaries

29 Sonia Wolfe
30 Carole Fitzgerald
31 Mark Niewiadomski

20
22
24
27
30

Roy & Jerry Johnson
Louie & Carolyn Sidoti
Dennis & Jermin Gidden Karlzen
Ron & Nancy Gibbs
Wayne & Colleen Smith

From the records of Barb Robitaille, (978) 387-2242.
Call for errors or omissions.

Birthday and Anniversary Information Form

If you are new to the community (or were missed on your special day) please fill out this form
to be included on my list for recognition in The Waves and Monday Morning Coffee.
Drop it off at my house, J-11 or call the number above.

Name--------------------------------------------------------------------------

Birthday – Month/Day______________________

Name--------------------------------------------------------------------------

Birthday – Month/Day______________________

Name--------------------------------------------------------------------------

Anniversary – Month/Day___________________
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October Halloween Party
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We are happy to announce even though there was limited attendance all those who were there had a great time. We thank
Katie Boisvert for going to management for the prizes awarded for the best dressed Halloween homes in the community.

1st place – Jeff and Sonia Wolfe – C-30

2nd place – Becky Moore – F-9

3rd place – Carol Smith – I-10
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Solution to Puzzle on Pg.10

Comfort and Joy
Give Holiday Cheer
When You
Adopt - A - Manatee®

1-800-432-JOIN (5646)
savethemanatee.org
Photo © David Schrichte

Answers Older Than Dirt Quiz on Pg.22

1) b - On the floor, left of the clutch. Hand controls, popular in Europe, 		
took till the ’60s to catch on.
2) b - To sprinkle clothes before ironing. Who had a steam iron?
3) c - Cold weather caused the milk to freeze and expand, popping the 		
bottle top.
4) a - Blackjack Gum.
5) b - Special makeup was applied followed by drawing a seam down the
back of the leg with an eyebrow pencil.

Answers to Riddles on Pg.13
1) A towel.
2) Your word.
3) A barber.
4) All the people on the boat are married.
5) The match.
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Guess Who??
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Household Hacks

To get a broken lightbulb unscrewed safely, stick half of a
Thank you so much to the person who donated this picture. potato onto it so that the pointy parts of the broken bulb
Can you guess who this is? Come on, give it a try.
are well covered. Then simply turn the potato gently until
the bulb comes out.
Go to your kitchen, grab your foil, and look at the end. See
those little perforated tabs? Push them in, and the roll will
stay snugly inside the box.
To prevent your pot from boiling over and making your
stovetop a mess, lay a wooden spoon on top of the pot. It
keeps the bubbles in the pot and under control.
Just slide a straw through the berry starting from the bottom
and the tops will come right off.
Most vehicles that have been manufactured since 2010 have
an arrow next to the gas gauge that either points to the
right or to the left. The purpose of this arrow is to indicate
to the driver which side of the vehicle the gas tank is on.

Please submit pictures to our staff. We again are completely
out, so HELP!
If the pictures are in digital format, they can be submitted to
wavesnews@aol.com. Hard copies can be loaned to Helen
AHF Privitera at J-1. They will be scanned and promptly
returned to you, even while you wait.
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Bits and Pieces for us Older Folk

Below is another bunch of random thoughts for your consideration and/or amusement.
You know you’re getting older when the term “pulled an all nighter” means you didn’t get up at 3am
to pee.
Wrinkles mean you laughed, grey hair means you cared and scars mean you lived. And a fat butt
means you loved tacos!
You don’t realize how old you are until you sit on the floor and then try to get back up.
I’ve reached the age when my train of thought often leaves the station without me.
When I was young, I used to be able to touch my toes twenty times each morning. These days
I have a cup of coffee and wave at them.

Florida Christmas Carol
Palm trees wave, are you listenin’?
In the pool, waters glistenin’,
A beautiful sight, we’re happy tonight
Livin’ in a Florida wonderland.

Gone away is the blizzard,
Here to stay is the lizard,
A warm sunny day, we like it that way,
Livin’ in a Florida wonderland.
On the beach we will have a picnic,
Turtles, sand, seagulls and sun.
Christmas dinner is an old tradition,
It’s grouper and stone crabs by the ton.
Later on, we’ll perspire,
As temperatures rise even higher,
A warm sunny day, we like it that way,
Livin’ in a Florida wonderland.

SEWELL’S PLUMBING
SERVICES, INC.

794-6497

• REPIPES • WATER HEATERS • DISPOSALS
• REMODEL • DRAIN & SEWER CLEANING
FREE ESTIMATES

LICENSE #CFC1426904

RECEIVE $25.00 OFF
ANY SERVICE CALL
WITH THIS AD*

*Limit 1 coupon per household.
* Must present coupon to receive discount.

Expires 12/31/21

We are a TEAM of Experts dedicated to using every available resource to market
land leased mobile homes to the widest market giving you.....
• Full Time In-House Marketing Department to ensure your listing gets Maximum Exposure
• Your listing Online within 48 Hours after taking pictures
• Video Walk-Throughs of every home
• 90 Day Listings - we don’t tie you up with long term contracts
• Our current number of Days-On-Market is 45.15 - we turn homes
• 24 hour a Day every day Open Houses - ask us how
• A Free price report from N.A.D.A. tpo give you the best and most accurate
value of your home.

Call Jerry at 941-779-7842 or email at jerrysellsmh@gmail.com
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WC
INC.

AMS

Family Owned & Operated Since 1977

NOW Serving
You From
Largo, FL!

Call Today!
800-282-3572
727-471-0820

SERVING:
• Manatee
• Pinellas
• Pasco
• Hillsborough
• Hernando

The Very Best In: Window Replacement, Aluminum Roofovers, & Enclosures
E
FREax
E-Mus
Pl

Window Replacements
Built for Florida’s Climate

“Our new energy efficient windows installed
by AMS are beautiful. Everything from start
to finish was great.”
C. Wallace
Pinellas County

Aluminum Roofovers
Energy Star Compliant

10%

Discou

nt

“This is simply the best roof over system available. We love our new roof.
Thanks you and your staff.”
J. Howard
Pinellas County

Glass & Acrylic Enclosures

Turn your screen room into a livable lanai

“My husband and I now spend most of our
time in our lovely lanai. No more rain or dirt.
The workmanship is fabulous.”
M. Lowery
Tampa

We also Specialize in Vinyl Siding • Carports • Sheds • Screen Rooms
Serving your community for over 35 years.
Great Price • Great Products • Great Workmanship
Your neighbors have used us. How About You?

FREE ESTIMATES
Evening & Weekend
Appointments Available

Visit www.AMSOFFLA.com and view our informative video
FL State Certified • Licensed & Insured
General Contractor CG1515749 • Roofing Contractor CC C1329853

100% FINANCING
AVAILABLE
(with approved credit)

SAVE TIME AND MONEY BY CALLING US TODAY TO GET YOUR PROJECT STARTED!

To:
News from your home away from home:
Swan Lake Village										
Resident Lot # ______
620 57th Ave. West
Bradenton, FL 34207

