The Christian’s Battle With Evil

Dangers Facing Christianity

Welcome

|t is a pleasure to have you with us this hour. Dur endeavor is to
worship God in Spirit and in Truth by adhering to the scriptures in
all that we do and teach.

|f you desire to have a private Bible Study
at your convenience, let us know.
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Day of Judgment Must Surely Come
“Even as Sodom and Gomorrah, and the cities about them, having in like
manner with these given themselves over to fornication and gone after
strange flesh, are set forth as an example, suffering the punishment of
eternal fire” (Jude 7).

The Apostle Paul, said, “For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven
against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who hinder the truth
in unrighteousness” (Romans 1:18). Throughout history, God has
communicated with the creation: from Adam and Eve, Cain and Abel, Noah,
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, to the kings of Israel, Egypt, Babylon, and Assyria,
God sent His prophets: “Howbeit | sent unto you all my servants the
prophets, rising up early and sending them, saying, Oh, do not this
abominable thing that | hate” (Jeremiah 44:4).

From Noah’s preaching to a world ripe for destruction, to Jeremiah'’s
proclamations to the nations, and Paul’s declaration that “we must all be
made manifest before the judgment-seat of Christ; that each one may
receive the things done in the body, according to what he hath done,
(Continued Page 2)




(Day of Judgment Must Surely Come, Continued)

whether it be good or bad” (2 Corinthians 5:10), God has warned us of
the great day in the which the Lord will separate the sheep from the
goats.

In regards to Sodom and Gomorrah, God has set them “forth as an
example, suffering the punishment of eternal fire,” to those who have
given themselves “over to fornication and gone after strange flesh,”
that they also may be without excuse when standing before the
judgment-seat of Christ.

Within the recorded events of Sodom and Gomorrah, we are able to
see the willingness and desire of Jehovah to save a people so laden
with sin. Abraham appealed to Jehovah, saying, “Wilt thou consume
the righteous with the wicked? Peradventure there are fifty righteous
within the city: wilt thou consume and not spare the place for the fifty
righteous that are therein?” to which, Jehovah said, “If | find in Sodom
fifty righteous within the city, then | will spare all the place for their
sake” (Genesis 18:23-26). Of Jehovah’s desire to save, the Apostle
Peter said, “The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some count
slackness; but is longsuffering to you-ward, not wishing that any should
perish, but that all should come to repentance” (2 Peter 3:9).

Though Jehovah is longsuffering, the destruction that has come upon
Sodom and Gomorrah, Israel, and numerous nations and people, is a
stark reminder that a day of judgment must surely come.

Remember the words of the Apostle Paul to the Corinthians, saying,
“Or know ye not that the unrighteous shall not inherit the kingdom of
God? Be not deceived: neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor
adulterers, nor effeminate, nor abusers of themselves with men, nor
thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners,
shall inherit the kingdom of God. And such were some of you: but ye
were washed, but ye were sanctified, but ye were justified in the name
of the Lord Jesus Christ, and in the Spirit of our God” (1 Corinthians 6:9-
11). ret

The Christian’s Battle with Evil

I. Source of Warfare:
A. 1Jn.2:16-17; Jam. 1:12-15 - Internal
B. 1 Pet. 4:1-6 - External
C. 2 Pet. 2:1-3; 3:17; Rom. 16:17-18; Acts 20:29-30 — Doctrinal
error

Il. Man’s Battle with Evil:

A. lsa. 5:18-23; Deut. 12:28 — Good and Evil exist.

B. Eccl. 7:29 — God made man upright, i.e., straight; right,
pleasing, correct (DBD).

C. 1Jn.3:4;5:17; Rom. 5:12-14 — Then, lawlessness came into
the world.

D. Eccl. 7:29 — “but they have sought out many inventions,” “by
implication to strive after” (Strong’s).

E. Every man knows he has sinned:
1. Psa. 51:3 — “For | know my transgressions...”

2. Psa.38:18;1Jn.1:5-10; 2 Cor. 7:10 — Repentance is essential.

lll. Physical and Spiritual Death:
A. Eccl. 12:7 — Death is assured.
B. Heb. 9:27 — body and spirit

IV. Conclusion:
A. Heb. 9:28 — Man will either find favor with God...
B. 2 Thess. 1:9-10 — Or, suffer punishment.
C. Eph. 2:2; 2 Tim. 4:8 — The choice is ours to make.

SOLOMON SAYS

And moreover | saw under the sun, in the place of justice, that
wickedness was there; and in the place of righteousness, that
wickedness was there. | said in my heart, God will judge the
righteous and the wicked; for there is a time there for every purpose
and for every work. (Ecclesiastes 3:16-17)
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