Personal Protective Equipment
Assessment and Selection Guide

OSHA requiresemployersto assesstheir workplaceto determineif hazardsarepresent, or arelikely tobe
present, whichnecessitatetheuseof personal protectiveequipment (PPE). Thisdocumentistoassistyouin
makingtherequiredassessment.

Itisrecommended that aworkplace walk-through be made using this document asaguideto assessall
areas of the company to identify sources of hazardsto workersand co-workers. Use asmany copiesof this
document as necessary to completeall areasof your company.

Area being assessed:

Date of assessment:

Per son perfor ming assessment:

Potential Hazar d:

IMPACT — (arethere sources of motion, such asmachinery or processeswhere any
movement of tools, machinee ementsor particlescould exist, or movement of personnel
that could resultin collisonwith stationary objects?)

If you checked yes, list thetypesof injuriesand the seriousness of the potentia injuries:

PENETRATION — (arethere sharp objectswhich might piercefeet or cut the hands?)
If you checked yes, list thetypesof injuriesand the seriousness of the potentia injuries:

COMPRESSION — (arethere sources of rolling or pinching objectswhich could crush the
feet?)
If you checked yes, list thetypesof injuriesand the seriousness of the potentia injuries:




Potential Hazard:

CHEMICAL — (arethereany chemica exposures?)
If you checked yes, list thetypesof injuriesand the seriousness of the potential injuries:

HEAT — (arethere any sourcesof high temperaturesthat could result inburns, eyeinjury
or ignition of protective equipment, etc.?)
If you checked yes, list thetypesof injuriesand the seriousness of the potential injuries:

HARMFUL DUST — (arethere any sources of harmful dust?)
If you checked yes, list thetypesof injuriesand the seriousness of the potential injuries:

LIGHT (OPTICAL) RADIATION — (aretheresourcesof light radiation, i.e., welding,
brazing, cutting, furnaces, heat treating, highintensity lights, etc.?)
If you checked yes, list thetypesof injuriesand the seriousness of the potential injuries:

FALLING OBJECTS— (arethere potentialsfor dropping or falling objectsthat could
strikeaworker?)
If you checked yes, list thetypesof injuriesand the seriousness of the potential injuries:

ELECTRICAL — (arethereany electrical hazards?)
If you checked yes, list thetypesof injuriesand the seriousness of the potential injuries:




Isthereapossibility of exposureto severa hazardssmultaneously?  Yes| | No[ ]

If yes, what arethey:

Selection Guidelines

Now that you haveidentified thetype of hazardsin thisareaof the company and haveindicated thetype
and seriousness of potential injuries, you need to select the proper protective equipment.

Try toidentify thetype of protective equipment availabe and what it can do, i.e., splash protection, impact
protection, etc.

Match the appropriate protective equipment for each job and hazard exposure. Besureto ensurealevel of
protection greater than the minimum required to protect empl oyeesfrom the hazards.

Fit the user with the persona protective equipment (PPE) and giveinstructionson careand use. Besureto
makeyour employeesaware of all warning label sfor and limitations of their PPE.

Usethe specifictraining guidesand inspection formsto assist youl.

For additiona information on OSHA requirements, see Persona Protective Equipment articlesinthe News
Archive.
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