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K.LH.A. had a pres-

| ence at the Second Annual

| Chamber

of Commerce

| Holiday Bazaar in the Kel-
| leys Town Hall during
| Thanksgiving weekend.

Last year was the first

| year and sales were good
| enough that we decided to
| try it again.

| Mclntire,

This Sharon

Claudia

year

| Brown, and Annalee took
| items from the Gift Shop
| to the Town Hall, set up
| the booth, and then were
| present to sell items and

talk about the Historical

| Association.

During the two-day

Association

event, KIHA
made $467.23.
Participation in
this event fin- %
ishes the sea-
son for the Gift
Shop.

The KIHA
Board has
started discuss-

having the gift
shop connected

with the  web js1and°s COC 2004 holiday bazaar.

site. Let us
know if that
idea appeals to you.

This year the Board de-
cided to reprint the History
of Kelleys Island by Norman

President’s message

December...it’s  Decem-
ber already. There is a chill
in the air., the weather is
changing. and the holiday
season is here. It seems as
though it was only yester-
day that we were anticipat-
ing the start of the summer
and now the year is rapidly
closing.

It was an eventful year
and hopefully next year will
be even more so. We finally
broke some ground for the
new museum. The holding
tank for the septic system is
installed. Hopefully by this
time next year a building
will be sitting next to the
holding tank. We will be

working toward this over

the winter months.

I would like to take this
opportunity to thank every-
one for the cards and letters

during my recent setback
What a wake-up call! I'm

doing much better and T am
to

hoping to be back
strength soon.

Once the holidays are
past, we’ll get back to work-

ing on the building again.

In closing, I would like
to wish everyone a Merry

and Joyous Holiday Season.
See you next year.
Historically Speaking,
Michael Feyedelem
President

Hills. The cover of this third |

edition is dark green, close to
the original color of the book
when it was published in 1925.

1l

- REMINDER

- This is the first year for
‘the new membership dates.
Membership now runs from
Jan, 1 through Dec. 31 each
year. Members will receive
notices in January for their
2005 dues.
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Of ice and other winter stories

By Claudia Brown

Charles “Jake” Martin Jr. was born
and raised on Kelleys Island, graduated
from Estes School, and was a business-
man on the island. He served his country
by enlisting in the United States Navy as
a young man, and his community by
serving on the Village of Kelleys Island
Council.

Jakie talked about some of his memo-
ries of winters on Kelleys Island. He mar-
ried a school teacher that came to Kelleys
to work and he raised his family on the
island. He still lives here with his wife
Jessie Martin. I asked what people used
to do around the holidays and during the
winter. The island used to be much more
isolated than it is today. Now we are for-
tunate to have boats much later in the
year than we ever had in the past.

People would come to the island
around the holidays for the Fireman’s
Ball. That is an event that is no longer
held. But when the Island had a Fire-
man’s Ball, it was held in the Town Hall
on Division Street. Many people used to
come from the mainland for the ball. It
was customarily held about mid-
February, right around Valentine’s Day.
Some years when the lake was frozen,
people came across on the ice. They
crossed in cars from Marblehead. One of
the last times that this happened was in
the 1970°’s when Routley was running
the quarry. ;

This prompted a question about how
did they know when the ice was safe
enough to cross. Jakie said that the first
adventurer would make a trail across the
ice from Kelleys Island to Marblehead.
The path would be marked with cedar
trees so you wouldn’t get lost. The cracks
would be planked with boards. There
would always be two cracks that had to
be jumped, one on the Kelleys Island side
and one on the Marblehead side. The
crack near the island ran from Ditchey’s
Point (East of Kelleys Island Ferry Boat
Line—KIFBL) to Neuman’s Dock (now
the KIFBL West Dock). Jakie remembers
several cars going into the lake near Neu-
man’s Dock.

Four inches of ice will carry a car, as
long as the car is moving. The ice has to
be thicker to support the weight of a car

that is sta-
tionary.
There are
also some
spots  that
aren™t
safe, weak
spots,
even if the
ice is a
foot thick,
because of
water cur-

rents un-
der  the Jake Martin .
1ce.

Jack Betzenheimer had a Model A
Ford and he and Jakie were out ice fish-
ing one Sunday morning, on the north
side of the island. “It was a real nice
sun-shiny day. and as the day got warm,
the ice started to crack.” Jake remem-
bers that he said to Jack that maybe
they should get going — off the ice- as
there was a lot — too much — rumbling
going on around them.

Jack Betzenheimer looked out of his
fish shanty and the water was up to the
running board of his car. Jack got into
his car and drove it out of the water.
They all started in and made it off the
ice. By 3 o’clock in the afternoon there
wasn’t any ice left; it had all moved
down the lake.

One winter, around January. Jakie
went ice fishing with Bob Kleba and
other island men. There were about six
shanties out there and they were half-
way to Middle Island. Jakie had a pail
of fish and he told Bob Kleba that he

...and after he started in he
realized that there was open

water between them and the
shore.

was going in. He got out of the fish
shanty, and after he started in he real-
ized that there was open water between
them and the shore. The ice had moved
out and headed further down the lake.
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They looked to the west to see if the ice
was together yet in that direction. Jakie
could see that to the west the ice sheets
in the flow were touching each other. So
they worked their way west on the ice
flow. heading towards shore. Finally
they came to the edge of the ice and
there was a couple hundred feet of open
water between them and shore. So the
men sat on the moving ice flow and ate
their lunch. Eugene “Gene” Riedy and
Dick Sennish had gone to church that
Sunday morning, but after church they
went out and saw their friends on the ice
flow. Gene got a row boat and rowed
out to the stranded men. Not wanting to
lose their property, Gene ended up pull-
ing the ice shanties into shore behind
the boat. Jakie said that he “never had
any real close calls.” And continued to
say that those circumstances might have
been a close call, but it wasn’t, because
everything turned out OK. The ice flow
that was going through stopped, as it got
caught up on Long Point.

O. Hugh Lange used to do most of
the first ice trips in the season. Jakie
told him he had nine lives. Hugh lost a
couple of cars over time. One instance
was when Hugh Lange and Dick Sen-
nish were in a car and it went down into
a crack in the ice, sideways. Dick was
wedged down. under the dashboard.
Hughie was on the other side of him.
Hughie kept hollerin® at Dick to get out
of there - that they were going to go
down, but Dick couldn’t get free right
away. He finally managed to free him-
self in enough time to get out of the
car.

Ollie Schlesselman lost a truck load
of coal one time. the load went down
through the ice. Jakie recalls seeing the
pictures of the horses that went through
the ice, but he adds that was before his
time.

One time, a long time ago, there was
an ice push at the north side. Carl
“Colly” Lange was alive and he was
fishing out there. Nelson Dwelle was
also fishing out there. They literally got
pushed ashore as the ice kept piling up.
They were ahead of the pile. They were
both older men at the time and they
were lucky that Cont. Next Page







