More than once from this pulpit, 


I have confessed that I thought I had great plans for my life 



and God did something completely different.  


I have also confessed that what God did 



was way better than anything I could have imagined.  



That these different paths 




have better prepared me for the life that I am living today.  



That God is good 



and to be trusted, 




in the midst of what seemed like chaos and loss.

Despite preaching these truths and others, 


I continue to plan out my life 


and try to make it work out the way I think it should.  

You probably, 


despite hearing my earlier warning 



may have a tendency to slip into such a pattern as well.  

Why wouldn't we.  

If God can actually do anything by simply speaking, 


why wouldn't we at least want to grab onto whatever we can hold onto 


and at least feel somewhat secure for a moment.  

My plans for the future 


at least give me a blankie or teddy bear to hold onto.  

In reality, 


neither will protect me from anything, 



but I at least feel like they will.

The danger with our plans is,


they are too small.



They require too small of a God



Their reach is too limited.



They benefit too few



The change is barely noticeable.

Jonah is having a similar struggle today with his plans and life, 


because the reality that he knew has disappeared.  

He had been called twice, 


once in the comfort of his home 


and once from the comfort of the belly of the whale, 



to go and tell Ninevah that destruction was on its way in forty days.  

And after facing his own possible destruction for not following God 


and running off to Tarshish, 

Jonah now sits in Ninevah 


amongst hundreds of thousands of people 



who have experienced God's mercy and grace.  

Both mercy and grace, 


because they deserved to be destroyed 


and God with held that, 



mercy.  

And grace 


because they had done nothing to earn God's favor, 



but they received it anyway.  


Their fasting, 


sack cloth and ashes 



just demonstrated that they were dependent upon the Lord 




to do what he would.  

Jonah's redemption from the whale, 


wasn't just for him.


It was for all of Ninevah and their decendents to this day.

And the initial surprise is that Jonah is upset.

Even more surprising 


is the reason Jonah is upset.  

It is because God is the person that the scriptures proclaim him as.  

The God that Jonah had been raised up to worship and know 


according to the Hebrew Bible.  



“A gracious and compassionate God, 



slow to anger 



and abounding in love, 



a God who relents from sending calamity.”  


Almost word for word how God presented himself to Moses on Mt. Sinai 



while receiving the 10 commandments.  

It is because God acted as God is, 


that Jonah is angry.  

God did exactly what we would hope God would do


if it were us.  

God did what he did for Jonah in the whale, 


on a much larger scale, 

and Jonah is ready to die!  


Why?

What right does Jonah have to be upset?  


Using our hindsight 20/20 vision, 



we can see reasons Jonah could be upset.  

He has just been instrumental in Ninevah repenting 


and keeping the Assyrian Nation healthy and strong.  



Strong enough, 




that within a few decades, 



they will come South 




and wipe out the 10 tribes of Israel





including Jonah's hometown, 




leaving only Judah remaining.  


So right there, 



we could dig in with Jonah in anger.  
But we hopefully would not stay there, 


because we know that God was working out 


and demonstrating who he was to Israel and Judah all along, 



and they kept ignoring and forgetting their calling.  

They were to do 


what Jonah has just done, 



in all the world.  


Shine God's light to the nations.


Or Go and make disciples of all nations, 



baptizing them in the name of the Triune God



and teaching them all that Jesus showed them about God.
They had not,

because of the reality that Jonah exhibits


the all too human habit 



of wanting the good perks of life to be only for him 



and everyone else to pay their due.  

We want God to give us the benefit of the doubt 


and rule by the letter of the law for our enemies.  

But Jonah and we should know, 


that is not who God is.  



God is, 




a gracious and compassionate God, 




slow to anger 




and abounding in love, 





a God who relents from sending calamity.  
God is like this for individuals, 

he does it for whole cities and nations as well.  


He does it without discriminating.  



God is a equal opportunity grace giver, 




relenting from sending destruction to any and all who seek his face.

But in doing so, 


God has not only benefitted Jonah's enemies, 


but compromised Jonah's identity.  

Remember, 


Jonah was never running away from being a prophet.  



He was running to Tarshish to tell them to repent.  



He told the sailors about his God.  



And now he has told Ninevah about his God.  
But it is this final one that is the stickler.  


Because God doesn't do what Jonah said he would do, 



according to Jonah's word.  

So now, 


is Jonah a false prophet?  



His word did not come to pass.

We have a tendency to want to write people off.  


“They are never going to get their life together.”


“They are getting what they deserve.”


“They chose that life,



now they get to face the consequences.”

But my 20 year class reunion was recent enough 


to know that we ar not very good writers.



God can change lives in an instant.




Different friends,




a life changing trial,




a new friend who takes time to know and hear the person





can all make instantaneous changes.

Do we rejoice when our predictions were wrong


that God is bigger than the ways of the world?

Or do we mourn that the world did not play out as we had forecasted it?


That we were not correct and now we are wrong.

With free will, 


either reaction is justifiable.  

They were free to choose whether or not to follow God. 

We are free to react either way.


 But when we remember the nature of God that Jonah highlights, 



we know that both are not in line with the nature of God.  


We know that God desires for them and all to repent, 



for them to live the type of life that is full of new life, 



love, 



and relationships.  


We are  also aware 



that we are a possible source for them to hear of the life God has for them.

But what if we tell our enemy 


and they change?  

What if we have to deal with them not just in this life, 


but for all eternity now as well?  

I know I sometimes lie to myself 


and say that I am worthy of Jesus laying down his life for me.   

That I am that good of a child of God, 


that I am a natural selection, 



it just makes sense.  


I can quickly point out where others fall short 



and why they may not have made the cut.  


I could do it just as quickly for myself, 



if I were to take a moment of honest reflection, 


but that doesn't serve my self righteous worldview to do so.  

Jonah is no longer a prophet of destruction.  

He is the cog that brought about change.  


There are people's who's lives have been changed.  



That is way messier than destruction.



Everything that we once thought we new,




needs to be thrown out 



and we have to start over.

God tried destruction once 


as the way of bringing about change in the great flood.  

Noah had potential, 


but was not righteous enough by himself 



to pull off what God intended for us.  
Since then, 


God has been committed to working in the messy business 



of resurrection and restoration.  



Of sharing who God was 




and waiting for us to check our souls 




and see that is who we truly feel the most human 





and alive in imitating.  


Jonah is not ready to be this fully human yet.  



But God is not done with him yet.  

God has done a new 


and incredible work in transforming the hearts of the Ninevites 



in less than 40 days.  

He has shown his love 


in not giving the Ninevites what their actions were asking for.  

We are seeing an early portrayal of the Prodigal Son played out 


in the Old Testament.  
Ninevah was the wasteful Son 


who was not living at all like his Father desired.  

But who then did repent 


and returned to his Father, 


and the Father rejoiced and celebrated with all of them.  

We find Jonah, 


having been part of one of the greatest revival missions in history, 



acting like the eldest son of Luke 15.  




Angry at his Father's love.  



Not understanding why his father would show compassion on the lost son, 




one of the children of Abraham.  



Claiming to always have lived the way his father desired, 




without actually knowing or loving the father.  


Just living the religious life 



for the benefits 




and not the relationship 




and the new life 





that comes in being like the Father.

So Jonah is challenged further, 


which we will hear more about next week.  

But for this week, 


realize that God is doing a bigger work of salvation than just you, 


than just this church.  

Try to see God at work 


reviving whole communities, 


whole nations, 


the whole world. 

And don't be angry when God does something that you did not predict.


Remember the God we serve



and dream bigger.

Don't limit people to what they can do.  


Our limit is what God can do. 

And we are privileged to be a part of such work.
