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BASIC LEVEL 
 
BASIC LIBRARY: 
 
The Long Discourses of the Buddha (Wisdom) 
The Middle Length Discourses of the Buddha (Wisdom) 
The Connected Discourses of the Buddha (Wisdom) 
The Numerical Discourses of the Buddha (forthcoming, Wisdom) 
The Path of Purification (Nanamoli trans. recommended) 
Pali/English Dictionary (PTS edition recommended) 
 
 
 
BASIC DHAMMA STUDY: 
 
Dãgha Nikàya:    The Long Discourses of the Buddha 
D 2 Sàma¤¤aphala Sutta  The Fruits of the Homeless Life 
D 15 Mahà Nidàna Sutta  The Great Discourse on Origination 
D 16 Mahà Parinibbàna Sutta Tge Great Passhng: Tge Buddga’s Last Days 
D 22 Mahà Satipaññhàna Sutta The Foundations of Mindfulness (Greater) 
D 31 Sigàlaka Sutta   To Sigàlaka: Advice to Lay People 
D 33 Sangãti Sutta   The Chanting Together 
 
Majjhima Nikàya:   The Middle Length Discourses of the Buddha 
M 2 Sabbàsava Sutta  All the Taints 
M 9 Sammàdiññhi Sutta  Right View 
M 10 Satipaññhàna Sutta  The Foundations of Mindfulness 
M 19 Dvedhàvitakka Sutta  Two Kinds of Thought 
M 22 Alagaddåpama Sutta  The Simile of the Snake 
M 26 Ariyapariyesanà Sutta  The Noble Search 
M 38 Mahà Ta¤hàsankhaya Sutta The Destruction of Craving (Greater) 
M 77 Mahà Sakuludàyi Sutta The Discourse to Sakuludàyin (Greater) 
M 118 ânàpànasati Sutta  Mindfulness of Breathing 
M 140 Dhàtuvibhanga Sutta  The Exposition of the Elements 
M 141 Saccavibhanga Sutta  The Exposition of the Truths 
M 143 Anàthapiõóikovàda Sutta Advice to Anàthapiõóika 
M 148 Chachakka Sutta  The Six Sets of Six 
 
Visuddhimagga: The Path of Purification Part I: Virtue  
Dhammapada:  Verses of Dhamma  Entire 
Theragàthà:  Verses of the Elders  Selection (random) 
Jàtaka:   Birth Stories   Twenty (random) 



 
 
CORE DHAMMA STUDY 
 
Dãgha Nikàya:    The Long Discourses of the Buddha 
D 1 Brahmajàla Sutta  The Supreme Net: What the Teaching Is Not 
D 3 Ambaññha Sutta  About Ambaññha: Pride Humbled 
D 5 Kåñadanta Sutta  About Kåñadanta: A Bloodless Sacrifice 
D 8 Mahà Sãhanàda Sutta  Tge Great Lhon’s Roar 
D 9 Poññhapàda Sutta  About Poññhapàda: States of Consciousness 
D 12 Lohicca Sutta   About Lohicca: Good and Bad Teachers 
D 14 Mahà Padàna Sutta  The Great Discourse on Lineage 
D 20 Mahà Samaya Sutta  The Mighty Gathering: Devas Come to See Buddha 
D 25 Udumbarika Sãhanàda Sutta Tge Great Lhon’s Roar to tge Udumbarhkans 
D 27 Agga¤¤a Sutta   On Knowledge of Beginnings 
D 29 Pàsàdika Sutta   The Delightful Discourse 
 
Majjhima Nikàya:   The Middle Length Discourses of the Buddha 
M 3 Dhammadàyàda Sutta  Heirs in Dhamma  
M 4 Bhayabherava Sutta  Fear and Dread 
M 5 Anangaõa Sutta  Without Blemishes 
M 7 Vatthåpama Sutta    The Simile of the Cloth 
M 8 Sallekha Sutta   Effacement 
M 11 Cåëa Sãhanàda Sutta  Tge Lhon’s Roar (Shorter) 
M 12 Mahà Sãhanàda Sutta  Tge Lhon’s Roar (Greater) 
M 13 Mahà Dukkhakkhandha S. The Mass of Suffering (Greater) 
M 14 Cåëa Dukkhakkhandha S. The Mass of Suffering (Shorter) 
M 15 Anumàna Sutta  Inference 
M 18 Madhupiõóika Sutta  The Honeyball 
M 20 Vitakkasaõñhàna Sutta  The Removal of Distracting Thoughts 
M 21 Kakacåpama Sutta  The Simile of the Saw  
M 23 Rathavinãta Sutta  The Relay Chariots 
M 25 Nivàpa Sutta   The Bait 
M 28 Mahà Hatthipadopama Sutta Tge Shmhle of tge Elepgant’s Footprhnt (Greater) 
M 29 Mahà Sàropama Sutta  The Simile of the Heartwood (Greater) 
M 30 Cåëa Sàropama Sutta  The Simile of the Heartwood (Shorter) 
M 31 Cåëa Gosinga Sutta  The Discourse in Gosinga (Shorter) 
M 34 Cåëa Gopàlaka Sutta  The Discourse on the Cowherd (Shorter) 
M 35 Cåëa Saccaka Sutta  The Discourse to Saccaka (Shorter) 
M 36 Mahà Saccaka Sutta  The Discourse to Saccaka (Greater) 
M 39 Mahà Assapura Sutta  The Discourse at Assapura (Greater) 
M 41 Sàleyyaka Sutta  The Brahmins of Sàlà 
M 43 Mahà Vedalla Sutta  The Series of Questions and Answers (Greater) 
M 44 Cåëa Vedalla Sutta  The Series of Questions and Answers (Shorter) 
M 46 Mahà Dhammasamàdàna S. The Ways of Undertaking Things (Greater) 
M 48 Kosambiya Sutta  The Kosambians 



M 51 Kandaraka Sutta  To Kandaraka 
M 52 Aññhakanàgara Sutta  The Man from Aññhakanagara 
M 53 Sekha Sutta   The Disciple in Higher Training 
M 55 Jãvaka Sutta   To Jãvaka 
M 56 Upàli Sutta   To Upàli 
M 57 Kukkuravatika Sutta  The Dog-duty Ascetic 
M 58 Abhayaràjakumàra Sutta To Prince Abhaya 
M 59 Bahuvedanãya Sutta  The Many Kinds of Feeling 
M 60 Apaõõaka Sutta  The Incontrovertible Teaching 
M 61 Ambalaññhikà Ràhulovàda S. Advice to Ràhula at Ambalaññhikà 
M 62 Mahà Ràhulovàda Sutta Advice to Ràhula (Greater) 
M 63 Cåëa Màlunkya Sutta  The Discourse to Màlunkyàputta (Shorter) 
M 64 Mahà Màlunkya Sutta  The Discourse to Màlunkyàputta (Greater) 
M 70 Kãñàgiri Sutta   At Kãñàgiri 
M 72 Aggivacchagotta Sutta To Vaccagotta on Fire 
M 75 Màgandiya Sutta  To Màgandiya 
M 86 Angulimàla Sutta  On Angulimàla 
M 101 Devadaha Sutta  At Devadaha 
M 103 Kinti Sutta   What Do You Think About Me? 
M 111 Anupada Sutta   One by One As They Occurred 
M 114 Sevitabbàsevitabba Sutta To Be Cultivated and Not To Be Cultivated 
M 131 Bhaddekaratta Sutta  One Fortunate Attachment 
M 152 Indriyabhàvanà Sutta  The Development of the Faculties 
 
Visuddhimagga: The Path of Purification Part II: Concentration  
Sutta Nipàta:  Collection of Discourses Entire 
Therãgàthà:  Verses of the Sisters  Entire 
Itivuttaka:  Thus Have I Heard  Entire 
Udàna:  Verses of Uplift  Entire 
Jàtaka:   Birth Stories   Fifty 
 
 
ADVANCED DHAMMA STUDY 
 
The remainder of Suttas in the Dãgha Nikàya 
The remainder of Suttas in the Majjhima Nikàya 
All the Suttas in the Saüyutta Nikàya 
All the Suttas in the Anguttara Nikàya 
  
Visuddhimagga  The Path of Purification    Part III: Understanding  
Jàtaka:    Birth Stories   One Hundred 
Abhidhammattha Sangaha The Comprehensive Manual of Abhidhamma Entire 
 
 



SECONDARY LITERATURE 
Reading List for prospective Dharma teachers: 

 
These books provide an overview of the classical historical and doctrinal traditions in India, and thus 
contribute to a good context or background for the modern teaching of dharma.  Such a background, 
we feel, is essential to basic literacy in the Buddhist tradition.  This list has been culled from hundreds 
of similar books, and represents what we feel are the best, most complete, or most accessible of the 
lot.  It is not necessary to read all of them, of course, but one should at least read a half dozen from 
the first group and most of the rest, to get a sense of the differing perspectives of various scholars. 
 
GENERAL INDIAN BUDDHISM 
Conze, Edward.  Buddhism: Its Essence and Development. New York: Harper Torchbooks, 1965. 
Conze, Edward.  Buddhist Thought in India. Ann Arbor: University of Michigan Press, 1967.  
Gethin, Rupert.  The Foundations of Buddhism.  New York: Oxford University Press, 1998.  
Harvey, Peter.  An Introduction to Buddhism: Teachings, History and Practice. Cambridge: 

Cambridge University Press, 1990. 
Jacobson, Nolan Pliny.  Buddhism: The Religion of Analysis. 
Johansson, Rune.  The Psychology of Nirvana.  London: George Allen & Unwin, 1969. 
Joshi, L. M.  Studies in the Buddhistic Culture of India. 2nd Revised Edition. Delhi: Motilal  

Banarsidas, 1977.  
Kalupahana, David.  A History of Buddhist Philosophy. Honolulu, U Hawaii, 1992. 
Robinson, Richard.  The Buddhist Religion. 4th Revised Edition. Edited by Willard Johnson, Sandra 

Wawrytko, and Thanissaro Bhikkhu. Belmont, CA: Wadsworth Publishing Co., 1996. 
Strong, John (ed.).  The Experience of Buddhism: Sources and Interpretations. Belmont, CA: 

Wadsworth, 1995. 
Thomas, E.J.  The History of Buddhist Thought.  London:  Routledge, 1933.   
Warder, A.K.  Indian Buddhism. 2nd Revised Edition. Delhi: Motilal Banarsidas, 1970. 
Williams, Paul and Anthony Tribe.  Buddhist Thought:  A Complete Introduction to the Indian  

Tradition.  New York: Routledge, 2000. 
 
GENERAL THERAVADA BUDDHISM 
Carrithers, Michael.  The Buddha.      
Dutt, Nalinaksha.  Buddhist Sects in India.  Delhi: Motilal, 1978. 
Horner, I.B.  Women Under Primitive Buddhism.  Delhi:  Motilal, 1930. 
Johansson, Rune. The Dynamic Psychology of Early Buddhism. New York: Humanities Press, 1979. 
Kalupahana, Davis.  The Principles of Buddhist Psychology.  Albany: SUNY Press, 1987. 
Ling, Trevor.  The Buddha: Buddhist Civilization in India and Ceylon. London: Temple Smith, 1973.  
Nanamoli, Bhikkhu.  Life of the Buddha, as it Appears in the Pali Canon. 
Narada Mahathera.  The Buddha and His Teachings. 
Nyanaponika Thera, and Hecker, Hellmuth.  Great Disciples of the Buddha: Their Lives, Their  

Works, Their Legacy. Boston: Wisdom Publications, 1997.   
Nanamoli, Bhikkhu (tr.).  The Path of Purification (Visuddhimagga) . Fifth Edition. Kandy: Buddhist 

Publication Society, 1991. 
Saddhatissa, H.  Buddhist Ethics.  London:  Wisdom, 1987. 
Thanissaro, Bhikkhu.  The Wings to Awakening. Barre, MA: Dhamma Dana Publications, 1996. 
Thomas, E.J.  The Life of the Buddha.  London:  Routledge, 1933. 
 
ABHIDHAMMA STUDIES 
Bodhi, Bhikkhu. A Comprehensive Manual of Abhidhamma  
Jayasuriya, W.F. The Psychology and Philosophy of Buddhism: An Introduction to the 

Abhidhamma. Buddhist Missionary Society, 1976. 
Nyanaponika, Thera (Bhikkhu Bodhi, ed.)  Abhidhamma Studies: Researches in Buddhist 

Psychology. Sri Lanka: Buddhist Publications Society, 1965. 


