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I was all alone. Where was my mom? Where was my dad? I thought I was a
big kid at eight years old, but when suddenly I don’t see my parents in the
middle of a giant mall, suddenly I am terrified. On top of that, maybe it was
my imagination, but there seemed to be a big scary guy following me around.
Now honestly, I don’t recall anything like that ever happening, but something like that happens
to most children at some point in their childhood. We sometimes ended up in some frightening
situations thinking, “if only my parents were here. If they were here, I know that everything would be
all right.”
We have been studying the last week of the life of Jesus, and we are in the midst of what is
known as the Upper Room Discourse. In this talk with His disciples, his dear close friends, Jesus
knows what is coming soon, maybe even less than an hour. He will be arrested, put on trial, and
executed on the cross.
And the disciples were left all alone. The last three years were very difficult. In a society that
propped up the religious establishment, that establishment seemed to be constantly persecuting them,
but at least Jesus was with them. He always seemed to know what to say to make the situation all OK.
However, in just a small amount of time, the darkest night of their lifetime would happen, but that
wasn’t the worst part. The worst part is that Jesus would be gone, especially as He died on the cross.
There were would come times over the next few days in which, like a child longing for his parents, they
would say to themselves “if only Jesus were here, He would make everything OK.”
Of course, we know the rest of the story. Three days later, Jesus rose from the dead, making
everything better, right? Well yes, it did, but 40 days later, Jesus ascended into Heaven, leaving the
disciples alone again, alone with all of the troubles of this world, including the coming intense
persecution. They were like little children tossed into the evil world without their mother or father.
They were like orphans. Only they weren’t.
After Jesus ascended into Heaven, he sent the Holy Spirit into the world to encourage and
strengthen the disciples which they would desperately need in the upcoming difficult days, just as He
gives the Holy Spirit to us, as we need Him just as much in our difficult days. So, of course, the
disciples, like ourselves, were the farthest things from orphans. Like a loving parent, the Holy Spirit
walks with God’s children through life’s difficulties, but with at least one major difference.
Like any parent, I love my three boys. I want to strive to walk with them throughout life’s trials,
but I can only deal with the behavior that I see from the outside. The Holy Spirit is different in that He
works inside of all His children. As the third person of the Trinity, He works in amazing, wondrous
ways and He sees and knows every thought, hope, dream, sin, joy, and hope. We can fake it with other
people, have our secret sins, tell people we are OK, even do that with our parents, and sometimes even
fool them, but we can never fool the Holy Spirit. He is the perfect counselor that we need within our
lives. And this is what we will discover on Sunday mornings as we study John 15-16.
-Pastor Brandt Hammack
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I wanted to write a brief note about how thankful and humbled I am to serve as your pastor
after this past visitor’s Sunday. I have always felt this way, ever since the church first called
me about a year ago, but for friends’ Sunday, I was particularly humbled.
One of the things that I did was talk with some other pastors and church planters as to
why and how to go about a friends’ Sunday. The biggest thing that was mentioned is that
churches have friends/visitors Sunday to make it easier for people to invite their friends (or
even people who they don’t like very much) to church. Generally speaking, visitors are most
afraid of being singled out. They won’t feel that quite as much on a friends’ Sunday, and so
this is a tool that we can use (myself included) to invite people to church.
Secondly, the other thing that we attempting to accomplish as a church is to build a
culture of outreach/evangelism within the church, not that we don’t already have that at
Bergen Presbyterian, but there is something phenomenal as we all work together on one particular Sunday
to reach out to our community. It gives us excitement about the Gospel and desire to reach out not only on
the next visitor’s Sunday, but throughout the year.
So, we hope to have a friends’ Sunday on a regular basis. The next one will be on November 10th
which will be in connection with Harvest Dinner. Just two other things. The first is that please feel free to
let me know what type of follow up, if any, that your visitor might like to have. People are different, and
some don’t want to be bothered while others might like for me to call them, asking for prayer requests, etc.
The point is that you know your friend better than I would, so please feel free to let me know by email
(brandthammack@hotmail.com) or text or phone call (706-656-1013).
The last thing was a caution that a pastor gave me. He said that sometimes, friends’ Sunday might
actually have lower attendance by people not coming because they didn’t bring anybody. Thankfully, I
didn’t see that a few weeks ago, but I never want you to feel bad if you weren’t able to bring someone.
Again, my hope and prayer is that this will be something that is very positive for our church, and you can
feel free to use it as a tool to help in the difficult task of outreach.

-Pastor Brandt Hammack

It's a Great Sunday to Invite a Friend!
Our next Invite a Friend Sunday will be Nov. 10. You and your friends will be treated to a wonderful worship
service followed by our church's famous Harvest Dinner.
The mission focus for the Sunday will be Operation Christmas Child. Did you ever wonder what happens to the
shoebox you fill and bring to church each year? We will have some answers and a brief video that gives us a better picture of the life-changing impact of your efforts to touch children around the world with the love of Jesus.
Come and enjoy the fellowship with your friends, a delicious meal and an update about this special Christmas
mission.
Participants in Teen Challenge of Buffalo will also be our guests. They look forward to fellowship with you and
the great dinner as we host them each year.

For KFC, we have a r otation of teacher s. However , we need at least two adults with the
children at all times. So every Sunday, we need another adult helper, so as a session, we are asking
you as a congregation to all take part. With that in mind, I hope to lead by example, so one Sunday this
month, Paul will preach, and I will go down to help out with KFC. There will also be a background
check that we ask you to please fill out so that you might be able to participate in KFC or other programs for our children and youth. As a session, we feel certain that we know the congregation and no
one would ever or has ever hurt a child, but as we seek to grow and bring new people into our church
family, we will have to use background checks as a tool to ensure that our children are safe. It makes it
so much easier if we are able to point to the fact that everyone in the congregation who works with children have had background checks, so we are asking
all of you to participate. Thank you.

(For every 5 Yrs. there is a

for extra congratulations)

------------------------------------------------------------

October Anniversaries
1- Jake and Michelle Buckland-Seward
9-Jeff and Corissa Goodenbery
10-Keith and Barb Marshall
26- Dick and Cheryl Saville

3 yrs
14 yrs
10 yrs
45 yrs

November Anniversary
27- Brian & Julie Foeller

October Birthdays
1- Stacie Bridge
6- Debbie Sheldon
13- Delores Seward
15- Joan Dermody
16- Chris Hollenbeck
17-Jeff Goodenbery
18- Jenna Haas
18- Mandy Wilson
25-Dick vonBergen

25- Dale White
26- Maddie Buckland
30- Ruth Morse
31- David Baker
31- Chad Caccamise
31- Diane White

November Birthdays
26 yrs

Bergen UMC Wednesday night
dinners have started again!

3- Garry Hutchurson
4- Kelsey Hill
5- Richard Stacy
7- Fred Ely
11- Loretta Miller

15- Hannah Berggren
19- Kevin Hollenbeck
25- Jessup Rebisz
27- Seth McNear

The Women had a great time at
the Ladies Luncheon!
Fall Festival is October 31!
Please see the bulletin board in the hall
and sign up to help , donate snacks &
small prizes, or all of the above!

VBS
2019

REVERB
TAG officially kicked off the school year with a night of pizza and games on August
29th. God is great and continues to work in the lives and hearts of our local teens!
The annual REVERB (formerly “Superbowl”) youth event takes place in Rochester
on the 8th and 9th of November. It is an all-night event that includes an Amerks
hockey game, awesome group activities on the ice after the game, a phenomenal
message given by a nationally known evangelist, all you can eat pizza, all night Total Sports Experience athletic events, glow in the dark bowling, go-carts, arcade
games, and more. Almost 1,500 teens will be attending and many will give their
lives to the Lord for the first time. Amen! We will be traveling by bus with over
40 teens and leaders from several different local churches. Please pray for all the
teens, leaders, and volunteers who will be attending. Our next TAG youth group
will be from 6:00-8:00PM on October 10th.

REVERB 2018

2019 TAG Kickoff Party

A peek at the Church Calendar
October

1- CE meeting
3- Son Risers
5-2nd Veggie Wash
6- Sunday School 9:15/ Church 10:30am/
fellowship meeting/finance
8-Tuesdays@2/Worship meeting
9-Session meeting
10-TAG
11- Officers Dinner
13-Sunday School 9:15/ Church 10:30am/
E&M meeting/2:00 hayride at the Wrights!
14- Columbus Day observed/ office closed
15-Foodlink
17- Son Risers
19- 3rd Veggie Wash
20- Sunday School 9:15/ Church 10:30am/
Open Door Mission visit
22- Tuesdays@2/Deacon meeting
24- SWP 9-11:30/YL squash wash/TAG
26- Church Work Day
27-Sunday School 9:15/ Church 10:30am
31- Son Risers/Fall Festival
November
3-Sunday School 9:15/ Church 10:30am/

fellowship meeting/ Shoe box packing party!
5- Tuesdays@2/ CE meeting
10-Sunday School 9:15/ Church 10:30am/
E&M meeting/ Teen Challenge will be
joining us for our Harvest Dinner
11- Veterans Day observed/office closed
12- Worship meeting
13- Session meeting
14-Son Risers
17-Sunday School 9:15/ Church 10:30am/
Gary Sauer will be speaking
19- Tuesdays@2/ foodlink
21- SWP 9-12:30
24-Sunday School 9:15/ Church 10:30am
26- Deacons meeting
28- Son Risers
*You are invited to our HARVEST DINNER!
And please, bring friends! This is a great time to
introduce someone new to our church. Sunday,
November 10, 2015; following the Worship
Service.
Donations Needed:
Cooked hams, cooked squash, and desserts .
Watch for sign-up sheets and please pray for the
Lord’s leading on how you can help!”

Veggie Wash dates
October 5th
October 19th!
*Signup sheets are in the foyer!
Don’t forget to check out the
bulletin board to signup!
*Nursery help
*our to do list
*Snack signups
* Fall festival

October 26
Church Work Day!
Please come, we need all
the hands we can get!
FOODLINK DATES
Tuesday October 15th
Tuesday November 19th
Tuesday December 17th

Every month the Evangelism & Mission Committee will provide information about a missionary we support in our church budget. In many cases, we will hear from the missionary during
our worship service. After that, there will be specific prayer needs for that missionary so all
committees and members of the church can offer supporting prayers for the success of the
ministry. Here's the prayer focus for October.
Prayer Focus for October - YL
We enjoyed a wonderful service from Young Life September 22, 2019. The following are a couple of
ways you can pray for them and their ministry.
1. Pray for opportunities for YL to witness to students in our area and that they may come to
know Christ.
2. Pray that YL is able to find leaders and volunteers.
3. Pray for the finances to be what they need for YL to operate.
4. Pray for the transition of leadership of Genesee County Young Life as Adrienne Cali retires after 20
years of service and Tim Riley steps up as the Area Director.

“A merry heart doth good (like) medicine, but a broken spirit drieth the bones”
Proverbs 17:22
You never know who will be coming and going when visiting the Eagle Star Home
for Veterans. However, God has certainly placed this home in BEPC’s path of ministry.
Pastor Brandt, Joan Dermody and Shirl Harris have encouraged conversations that have led
in the direction of Gods word and a chance to offer truth, hope, and encouragement. These men are
honest and hurting men who need to hear they are just as valuable to Christ as the saved Cristian.
BEPC visits are the third Thursday of each month. If you would like to prepare a dessert or
snack for our homeless Veterans, please come and join in. We meet at 2:00 and a ride is always
available. This month we played bingo and the troops were so joyful and outgoing. Laughter this
day was a blessing to our souls!

Christmas in “Socktober”
For the month of October we are collecting, socks, tshirts, hats.

BEPC Bike Ministry
(Winter coats & shoes too!)
If anyone is interested in helping to repair bikes, donating bikes, and helmets, see Stu Freeman.
Stu is also collecting winter coats and gently used shoes! If you are cleaning out your closets or see a
deal at a garage sale, bring in winter coats and shoes in all sizes!
Stu recently came into the office and told me about a man he gave a bike to. He had no means of
transportation. Stu gave him a bike which he uses to get to work everyday! The bike meant the world
to him! It is great to see what the donations you give are doing for people! Each bike donated comes
with a card that has our information on it as well as a Bible verse!

August 28, 2019

Sewing With a Purpose

The Bergen EPC Sewing With a Purpose team of June Hahn, Neva Lattimer, Shirley Von Bergen, Helen
Hill and Debbie McAllister traveled to the D & R Depot in leRoy to witness the transfer of 36 hand
made quilts from the Silver Lake Piecemakers Quilting group coordinator, Pam Kelly to Lucille Arthmann, coordinator of Rochester’s Project Linus Program. Project Linus provided hand made quilts to
children with a serious illness such as cancer or children experiencing a traumatic situation.
In Rochester 1,200 blankets or quilts are distributed each year to places like Cameron Ministries, Alternatives for Battered Women, Missing and Exploited Children, Bevona on Mt Hope Ave, Open Door
Mission for Women and Children and Villa of Hope to name just a few.
Silver Lake Piecemakers are a group of quilters and sewers from all over the United States who vacation
summers at the Silver Lake Institute in Perry. They meet on Wednesday mornings from 9:30 – 12:00
during the months of July and August and create quilts for Project Linus. Many of these women work on
these quilts in their winter homes (Texas, Florida, Virginia) all year long and bring them to their summer
cottage on Silver Lake to complete.
The SWP team had lunch inside the D & R Depot with Lucille who shared how she began the program
in 1997 and how she has to document where each donated quilt is given in a yearly report. Mrs. Arthmann was delightful and amazed us all with her passion to collect these gems and bless each child.
Our team will talk about the possibility of contributing to a project such as Project Linus perhaps to children in Genesee County, struggling with an illness or traumatic situation. We are also investigating possibilities of Project Linus working with Genesee County Domestic Violence to help our local friends in
need.
Pictured in order from left to right:
Pam Kelly, Bonnie Dedo, Lucille Arthman, June Hahn, Neva Lattimer, Debbie McAllister, Shirley
VonBergen, Helen Hill, and Carol Redband

Next SWP is:
October 24th, 9-12:30
and
November 21, 9-12:30.

Coffee Hour snacks needed

Many thanks to all that helped (deacons, E&M
and Fellowship committees and others) with the
“Invite a Friend” Sunday luncheon on September 8.
And especially for all the wonderful food you all
provided. It was great way to invite people to be a
part of our church family.
We served a light lunch (hot dogs) again for
the September 17 Foodlink. Thanks to Ron and Kay
Harmon and Diane White for cooking and serving at
our last outdoor hot dog lunch event. We will resume
indoor hot/soup lunches in October. We welcome
ideas (easy and low cost) for recipes to feed large
crowds.
Save the date of Sunday, November 10 for our
annual Harvest Dinner. We will welcome back Teen
Challenge AND it will be our next “Invite a Friend”
Sunday, so be thinking of people to invite to church
and to share a ‘thankful’ meal afterwards. We are
looking for donations of hams, cooked squash, and
desserts. We will also offer takeout meals to Bergen
Meadows and anyone else that may need a meal.
Look for signup sheets on the board by the
Fellowship Hall
Coffee hour snacks have resumed along with
Sunday School. We again are looking for help with
setup, cleanup, baked goods, fruit, snacks etc. Please
see any of the Fellowship committee, if you are able
to help.
If you have ideas for other events, please let
us know. Thanks to all who continue to help!

We all like to enjoy snacks for coffee hour before and
after church. Please consider helping out by
supplying something from this list:
baked items, fruit,
vegetables,
cheese & crackers,
chips.

or

The committee also
accepts monetary donations towards the
purchase of snacks.

Contact Eunie Ely if
you can help in any way.

Don’t throw away your
empty ink cartridges!
There is a box in the
coffee hour foyer near
the long table where
Young Life Collects
them. This is an
ongoing fundraiser
for them.
They are able to get credit for empty ink cartridges
at one of the local office stores towards purchases
when they return them.
You can even bring in empty toner cartridges
from copy machines.

Church repairs / Work Day October 26th
We are looking for help in completing some projects that need to be done at Church
There is a sign up sheet on the bulletin board, please sign up if you are able and have time
to do one of these projects- Thanks!

*Repair SW wall of west stall of downstairs large ladies room
*Repair front steps
*Wash upper windows inside and out
*Rehang curtains in back entrance
*Repaint outside lower windows and trim
*Paint stairwell in the back of the church
*Make an enclosure for the dehumidifier
*A cover needs to be built over the pipes in the corner of the nursery
- See Julie Foeller or Neva Lattimer with questions
*General painting

This month, please pray for:
Those with ongoing challenges and needs:
Chris Martz, Rob Charcholla, Aggie
Redinger, Delores Seward, David Hahn,
Adriane Broadbooks, Bob and Kathy Cosgrove, , Nancy Alfes, Ruth Morse’s brotherin-law (Andy), Janice Langdon’s mother (Jo
Files), Susan Brownell’s grandmother; Hazel Newsom -and her caretakers Susan’s parents Paul
and Sandy Harris, Rosemary Utz-friend of McAllisters,
Ruth Morse’s brother-in-law Harold (Andy, Malanie
Glucksman, and Evelyn Pangrazio-friend of Tom and
Cyndy Jones.

The Youth of our church and our community.
Those serving as Missionaries:
Joseph Harvey in Impfondo; Uli Fernandez in Mexico;
Berti Berhami with Campus Crusades for Christ in Albania; Mark Randall with CRU; Scott Crosby now in
the states but still dealing with missions in the Far East,
Adrienne Cali with Young Life, and Kelsey Hill with
Campus Target, and John Gay.

Our Session, Deacons, Pastoral Search Committee,
Youth Leader Joe Rebisz, Personnel Committee, Nominating Committee, CE Committee and the many more
committees and ministries that help run the church.
Those fighting cancer: Dan For no, Stacy Cline, Gail Pray for the other local churches in our area (and your
Keene, Elaine Malkani-Cyndy Jones sister. Corky’s
area too!)
friend, Sharon fighting colon cancer.
President Donald Trump, his advisors, NYS Governor
Continued healing for Helen Hill’s sister-in-law Dor- Andrew Cuomo & all in authority in this community,
cas Arbach, June Hahn’s niece Ann Crone, Willard
state, nation & the world
Pengelly, & Joan Miller
The Servicemen & Women of the United States, as
Those who have lost loved ones:
well as our Veterans and their families
The family of Gordon Seward, the family of Cathy
to students who may be interested in going to Albania.
Haynes- Cyndy Jones sister, The family of Tom
Waterhouse- cousin of Bruce Glucksman,
and the family of Art Campbell.

A hearty thank you for all
your help filling
our Thanksgiving and
Christmas boxes.
During the month of October
we will focus on
the dry goods we
distributeCereal, stuffing,
mac & cheese,
and pasta
We are laboring
together for the Kingdom!

Church Finances
August 2019
"Offer to God a sacrifice of thanksgiving and perform your vows to the Most High and
call upon me in the day of trouble; I will deliver you, and you shall glorify me.”
Psalm 50:14-15

August giving was good, $17,002, and essentially equal to the budget goal of
$17,514. Expenses were also in line with the budget at $17,385, and we
needed to take $4,000 from the AIF to pay the bills. Expenses Since $4,100
of the giving for the month was the regular monthly allotment from the AIF
for the month, that use of the AIF was why the AIF was set up as it was, and
was not an extraordinary use of those funds.

MONTHLY FINANCIAL REPORT – AUGUST 2019

OPERATING FUND
Income

Sunday offering:
$12,466.00
Loose offering:
$436.00
Amortized one time gifts:
$4,100.00
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Total New Receipts
$17,002.00
Opening Balance (from previous month)
$772.79
Total Funds Available (opening balance + new receipts)
$17,774.79

Expenses

Gross Expenditures for the month
Line Item Paybacks received this month that reduce expenses
None

$17,385.37
$0.00

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Net Expenditures for the Month
$17,385.37
Accumulated Income Fund Transfer Needed to cover Expenditures
Extra Monthly Amortized Gift Overdrawn from the AIF
Monthly Amortized Gift Left in Accumulated Income Fund

$4,000.00
$0.00
$100.00

OPERATING FUND BALANCE

DESIGNATED FUND

Opening Balance (from previous month)
New Designated Receipts
Total Designated Expenditures

$289.42

$8,981.55
$0.00
$558.48

DESIGNATED FUND BALANCE

$8,423.07

TOTAL CHECKBOOK BALANCE (Operating Fund + Designated Fund)

$8,712.49

OTHER FUND ACTIVITY

Accumulated Income Fund
Activity in August
For August expenditures
Current Balance (8/31/2019)
Geer Fund
Activity in August
For August expenditures
August Deposit
Current Balance (8/31/2019)
Memorial Fund
Activity in August
August Deposits – Gordon Seward
Current Balance (8/31/2019)

-$4,000.00
$40,333.97

-$1,500.00
$1,000.00
$3,634.78
$1,060.00
$1,060.00

