
Suggestions/Hacks

This comes from a collection called “The Band Hymnal.”  It’s a 
collection of hymns from many hymnals that I’ve used as warm up 
chorales. 

It serves its purpose even if you don’t cover all of the parts.  
However, I propose that if you only have three clarinets, for 
example, put one on a part.  The whole point is listening and 
blending. 

Notice there are no indications for dynamics, tempo, or articulation.  
That’s on purpose because I like to change things up.  What’s the 
point of using a chorale if you’re just going to play it through, 
right? 

I like to use this one for a few reasons, all related to training the 
kids to listen. 
   
• The range is easy (Although flutes have to be careful not to 
overpower - which is a good listening skill) 

• The first three chords are all inversions of the tonic.  I use this 
to emphasize how everyone’s priority changes based on the chord, 
not what note they happen to have.  I often play those three notes 
and hold them while we listen and adjust. 

• Measures 6, 7, and 13 are unisons.  I sometimes hold those out 
note-by-note so we can balance while matching pitch.  Helpful, 
because natural “kid Habits” are highlighted while doing that. 

• I also have two favorite uses. 
   1. I use it to train the band to react to the conductor.  I’ll vary the 
tempo during phrases (sometimes radical changes when starting a 
new phrase which they have to get from my prep beat).  I also 
sometimes indicate volume changes through conducting.  The 
important thing is to vary it up - don’t be predictable on days you 
decide to do that. 

  2. I often don’t want to work on everything on a given day.  I often 
use the first three measures as long-tone chords.  I also use the 
last two measures the same way.   Often, I’ll do the first three and 
then skip to the last two to meet my purposes.  My students are 
very used to “let me hear the last four notes.” 

Something I learned after using this - the next-to-last note is easy, 
but it’s more easy for the bass voices to just play the note without 
matching the ensemble.  More often than not, I’m holding that chord 
and waiting on them to adjust it with a better embouchure. 
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