Wild Ones promotes environmental-

NATIVE NEWS

ly sound landscaping practices to
encourage biodiversity through the
preservation, restoration, and es-

Gibson Woods Wild Ones

tablishment of native plant communities. Wild Ones is a not-for-

6201 Parrish Ave. Hammond, IN * 219-844-3188

profit, environmental, educational,
and advocacy organization.

May, 2017

Volume 18, Issue 5

Wild Ones 17th Annual Native Plant Sale

Visit us online at:
http://gw-wildones.org/

It’s almost that time - for our
Annual Native Plant Sale. The
plants are ready, Gibson Woods
will be ready. Are you ready? I
know I am!

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Have you thought about what
plants you’d like to get? If you
have your heart set on something
specific, make sure you get there
early. Think about what you’d like
to attract to your yard.

May 6, 2017

Monthly Meetings are held the first
Saturday of the month at 10:00 a.m.
at Gibson Woods
unless otherwise noted.

*** Plant Sale ***
9 am - 2 pm

I’ve heard that hummingbirds have already been spotted in the area.
You probably have your feeder out, but did you know they also like columbine, trumpet honeysuckle, and cardinal flower? We have all of these
at our sale.
Baltimore Orioles have returned. Yes, they love oranges & grape jelly,
but did you know that while they’re feeding their young, they need insects like caterpillars. How do we make sure we have plenty of insects in
our yards? Host plants, most of which are native plants!
Did you know that if you want Monarch Butterflies to lay eggs in your
yard, you need milkweed? - we have a few different species of these!
We also have plants that host many other butterflies & moths. Did you
know that even native grasses are host plants for some of these insects? We have them at our sale too.
What do birds eat in the middle of winter when the ‘bugs’ are hibernating? Berries. Where do the most nutritious berries come from? You
guessed it. Native shrubs. We have these too!
We have Over 100 species of Native Plants including:
Prairie - Grasses & Sedges - Shrubs - Ferns - Wetland - Woodland

Pot Luck

June 3, 2017
Julie Duttlinger and Betty Huseman -

Lake County Soil & Water

Hosts: Sheree Bonke, Edie Bukwa

July & Aug, 2017
No Meetings - Enjoy your Summer
September 9, 2017
TBD
Hosts: Barb Hargrove, Linda Bulla

October , 2017
Keith Nowakowski, Author/
Landscaper - Incorporating Native
Plants in your Garden
Hosts: Mickey Taylor, Ruth Komacsar

November 4, 2017
Katie Malcahn
Why Burning is Important
Hosts: Colleen Travis, Kelly Tripp

——————————————
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While you’re at the sale, Please check out our White Elephant sale in
the Gibson Woods bird room. Proceeds are donated to Gibson Woods to
help feed the birds!
I look forward to seeing you. I’ll be out by the Shrubs.
Kim Moor—Editor
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GIBSON WOODS WILD ONES

WELCOME NEW MEMBER

Join us on Facebook
https://www.facebook.com/
pages/Wild-Ones-Native-PlantsNatural-Landscapes-GibsonWoods-Chapter38/528949993858676

2017 Officers
President:
Karl Ackermann
708-790-1322
acks123@sbcglobal.net
Vice –President:
Pat Rosenwinkel
219-865-2679
patrosen@sbcglobal.net
Secretary:
Colleen Travis
(219) 696-5567
ctravisa@gmail.com

Carol Kuzminski

PLANT SALE SCHEDULE
•

Wednesday, May 3rd. 1:00 pm - Set up new tables inside. Start White Elephant
setup. Outside table assembly can start anytime - doors open at 10:00 am.

•

Thursday, May 4th. 8:30 am - Load up plants at Greenhouse and take to Gibson
Woods. 9:00 am - Unload & arrange plants on tables & insert markers. We usually work all day until 4:00pm. Lunch will be provided.

•

Friday, May 5th. 10:00 am -? Complete all tasks and set-up food area. Lunch
will be provided.

SATURDAY, MAY 6th- PLANT SALE
DOORS FOR THE PUBLIC OPEN at 9:00 am sharp
WORKERS PLEASE ARRIVE BY 8:00 am.
Please wear your Wild Ones t-shirt, if you have one!
POT-LUCK FOR WORKERS
Bring a dish (nothing that needs to be kept hot)

Treasurer:
Karl Ackermann
Education:
Pat Rosenwinkel
Community Outreach:
Linda Cook
219-924-5013
earthday70@yahoo.com
Assistant/Newsletter Editor:
Kim Moor
219-433-5731
kckim10@gmail.com

Please email or call in info.
for the Newsletter by the 15th
Corresponding Secretary:
Marilynn Thompson
219-227-8374
Greenhouse Manager:
Peggy Foster
219-286-3262
omanigetwithit@comcast.net
Education Supervisor, Native
Plant Consultant/Ordering
Joy Bower, Gibson Woods
219-844-3188
Jbower1126@aol.com
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Reminders:
• If you haven’t brought in your White Elephant donations yet, please bring
them before the day of the sale if you can - Please put prices on your donations.
Acceptable items - garden, holiday and household items, books. No clothing.
• Boxes, paper and plastic bags (small & medium) needed.

SEE YOU THERE!

APRIL 30 EARTH DAY EVENT
A big THANK YOU to Dolly Foster & the Oak Lawn Park District for inviting us to
participate in their annual Earth Day event. Even though it was cold, windy & rainy,
we had a blast! Also, thank you to Karl Ackermann, Barb Hargrove, & Kim Moor
for working our booth!

CARDNO - JF NEW OPEN HOUSE
Cardno is hosting their open house on Friday, July 21st . If you would like to attend,
& join our carpool, please let Karl Ackermann know by June 3rd so he can send in
an RSVP. This eventis located in Walkerton, IN. Details can be found at
www.cardnonativeplantnursery.com/about-the-nursery/2017-open-house
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PLANT STUDY— By Mickey Taylor
GREAT ST. JOHN’S WORT (Hypericum pyramidatum)
Family: Hypericaceae (St. John’s Wort Family)
Zone: 4 to 8
Bloom Time: July-August
Height: upright perennial, 2-5’ tall
Spread: 1-3’ wide
Light conditions: Full sun to part shade
Water: Medium
Soil Conditions: Moist, well-drained
Maintenance: Low
Flower: Showy, 2” wide yellow flowers
Attracts: Bumblebees, small bees, many caterpillars of
moths and butterflies, beneficial aphids and leaf beetles
Note: No serious insect or disease problems

to Maryland, Indiana and Kansas. This plant is also na
tive to central and eastern Asia. The plants of
the genus Hypericum
were burned to ward off
evil spirits on the eve of
St John’s Day, which
how the plant received
its common name St.
John’s Wort. Additionally, some species have
been used since ancient
times to treat wounds.

SOURCES: WWW.MISSOURIBOTANICALGARDEN.ORG AND
Points of Interest: Another common name of this speWWW.ILLINOISWILDFLOWERS.ORG
cies is Giant St. John’s Wort. Native to streambanks
and moist wooded slopes from Maine to Manitoba south Photo Credits: Illinois Wildflowers website
—————–———————–——————

KALM’S ST. JOHN’S WORT (Hypericum kalmianum)
. Family:

Hypericaceae

Zone: 4
Bloom Time: Mid-summer to late
summer; lasts about one month.
Height: 1-3’ tall shrub
Light conditions: Full sun
Soil Conditions: Wet to moist conditions, soil containing calcareous
sand or limestone. Shallow water
tolerated if it’s temporary.
Flower: Showy, 1-11/4” wide yellow flowers
Attracts: various bees, Aphis mizzou, Aphis hyperici,
and moth caterpillars.
Note: No serious insect or disease problems

the St. John’s Wort species found in Indiana are entirely
herbaceous. Its leaves are more narrow than those
found on the Shrubby St. John’s Wort (Hypericum prolificum) and it has 5-celled seed capsules, rather than 3celled seed capsules.
Kalm’s St. John’s Wort is
native in states & Canadian provinces surrounding
the Great lakes. In Illinois
it is rare and state-listed
as ‘endangered’ and is
‘threatened’ in Ohio. Kalm’s St. John’s Wort can
be found on limestone flats and in high quality natural
areas. It is also grown in gardens because of its showy
flowers.

Points of Interest: This is a small showy shrub. It can be
identified from most of the St John’s Wort species by its Sources: www.illinoiswildflowers.org
Photo Credits: Illinois Wildflowers website
woody lower branches; most of
—————–———————–——————

RED-OSIER DOGWOOD (Cornaceae sericea)
Family: Dogwood (Cornacea)
Bloom Time: Late spring to early summer and sometimes later in the year. After blooming, flowers replaced by white berries.
Height: 3-9’ tall (rarely taller)
Light conditions: Full sun to partial shade.
Growth rate: Fairly quick
Water: Moist conditions; can tolerate temporary flooding.
Soil Conditions: Loamy, silty or sandy. It should not
be located at sites that are hot and dry.
Attracts: Many insects, including long and shorttongued bees,wasps, flies, butterflies; caterpillars of
Volume 18, Issue 5

many moths, beetles, Aphididae aphids, Miridae plant
more.

Continued, page 4
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RED-OSIER DOGWOOD (Cornaceae sericea)
Flower: Fragrant, flat-headed
panicles of white flowers, spanning about 2-3” across; individual flowers are1/4” across.
Points of Interest: Good food
source for wood ducks, songbirds, upland gamebirds, small
rodents, White-Tailed deer and
Cotton-tail Rabbits. The red,
woody stems make it one of

continued from page 3

the more attractive Dogwood
shrubs, especially in the winter.
Sources: www.wildflowers.org
Photo Credits: Illinois Wildflowers website and USDA-NRCS PLANTS Database/Herman, D.E., et al. 1996. North
Dakota tree handbook. USDA NRCS ND
State Soil Conservation Committee;
NDSU Extension and Western Area Power Administration, Bismark.

—————–———————–——————

Winterberry (Ilex verticillata)
Family: Aquifoliaceae
Zone: 3 to 9
Height: & Spread: 3.00
to 12.00 feet
Bloom Time: June to
July
Light Conditions: Full
sun to part shade
Soil Conditions: Medium to wet
Attracts: Birds
Fruit: Showy
Tolerate: Erosion, Clay Soil, Wet Soil, Air Pollution
Easily grown in average, acidic, medium to wet soils in
full sun to part shade. Adaptable to both light and
heavy soils, but prefers moist, acidic, organic loams.
Good tolerance for poorly drained soils including wet

boggy or swampy conditions (this species is native to
swampy areas of Eastern North America). Winterberries are dioecious (separate male and female plants).
Only fertilized female flowers will produce the attractive
red berries that are
the signature of the
species. Generally
one male winterberry
will be sufficient for
pollinating 6-10 female plants. Flowers
appear on new
growth. Prune to
shape in early spring
just before new
growth appears.

Source & photos: www.missouribotanicalgarden.org

GIBSON WOODS EARTH DAY CLEAN-UP DAY
Several volunteers from Wild Ones and Wild Birds Unlimited came out on Earth Day Saturday, April 22nd to help clean up the gardens surrounding the Nature Center. We got
things spruced up quite nicely! During the clean up of dead plant stalks, we were careful
to save the multitude of praying mantis egg sacks that were
out there. These were saved - and less than a week later - a
gazillion baby praying mantis' were found climbing around
the window wells where the casings had been placed. They
were about 1/2 in long. Aw, how cute…
Thank you to Loyce Fandrei
for taking such nice pictures!!
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GREENHOUSE UPDATE - Photos by Sherree Bonke & Kim Moor
Our time tending to the plants in the greenhouses is almost over. It's bittersweet, really - because we had so
much fun. But it's time to hopefully find new forever homes for these guys.

Fun in the Greenhouse

Look What's Blooming

All Ready to Go
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"Our studies have shown that even modest increases in the native plant cover on suburban properties significantly increases the number and species of breeding birds, including birds of conservation concern. As gardeners and stewards of the land, we have never been so empowered to help save biodiversity from extinction, and the
need to do so has never been so great. All we need to do is plant native plants!"
– Douglas W. Tallamy, author of Bringing Nature Home: How Your Can Sustain Wildlife with Native Plants

Wildflower Walks

This year’s new and improved plant and
rummage sale will feature shorter and
Gibson Woods
faster checkout-lines, a great variety of
Lake County Dragonfly Hunts Friday, May 26th at 9:30 a.m.
sure-to-grow-in-your-garden plants and
Friday, June 9th at 9:30 a.m.
herbs PLUS a professional curated array
2nd & 4th Saturdays - May 13, 27;
Ages 10+, register at 219.844.3188
of artfully displayed treasures at rockJune 10, 24; August 12, 26;
bottom prices. “WOW, a rummage sale
More than 300 species of native plants
September 9, 23 - 9:00 a.m.
too, that’s my kind of fun,” stated Presiare
found
at
Gibson
Woods,
including
a
$2.00 per person - Ages 15+ - Various
variety of rare and unique species. Join a dent, Corya Channing. Delicious box
Locations.
lunches and baked goods will also be
Lake County Parks naturalist for a walk
Practice identifying dragonflies as you
through the nature preserve to learn more provided for sale.
walk with a Lake County Parks Naturalist about our native flora. See the many variat various locations throughout the area. eties of colors and forms that these flow- Come out and enjoy the start of spring
Binoculars and cameras welcome. Regis- ers produce. Gain a few identification tips with your friends and family, rain or shine,
at the beautifully restored Marquette Park
ter and get location details by calland discover how flowers are a benefit to over-looking Lake Michigan and the Chiing 219.844.3188.
the environment. Comfortable shoes and cago skyline with plenty of free park———————————
insect repellent are recommended.
ing. Cash, checks and credit cards will
———————————
Weekly Bird Hikes
be accepted. As an extra service, garden
tool sharpening will also be available.
Big May Day Bird Count Gibson Woods
———————————
Wednesdays at 9:30 a.m. in Spring &
Sat, May 13
Fall
Open House - Cardno Native
Pre-Count Meeting: Tue, May 9,
Plant Nursery
Throughout the Spring and Fall birders
6 p.m. at Gibson Woods
can find a variety of migrating bird speThe BMDBC provides a data snapshot of Friday, July 21, 2017 –
cies throughout Gibson Woods. Migrating
the bird populations across Indiana. Both 9:30am to 4:00pm EDT
species include thrushes, warblers, sparRain or Shine
beginners and experienced birders may
rows, and vireos. Walk with a naturalist
participate. Attend the pre-count meeting 128 Sunset Dr,
every Wednesday morning at 9:30 a.m.
Walkerton, IN 46574
for locations and assignments.
beginning April 19th through June 14th,
Call 219.844.3188 for more information.
Tour the nursery grounds and production
and they will resume again August 16th
facilities, take part in one of six engaging
through October 11th and see which spe- -———————————
workshops or presentations led by induscies you can find. This program is free,
Shirley Heinze try notables, enjoy lunch, buy native
and designed for adults.
2017
Educational
Hike
Series
plants, take a botanical tour, and network
———————————
with your peers. You’ll also have an opMonthly Family Nature Walks This year's schedule:
portunity to check out our nursery’s newSaturday, May 20, 9am-12pm- Spring
est products – including a line of subGibson Woods
Ephemerals at Ambler Flatwoods in Mich- merged aquatics – take part in plant iden3rd Sat. of each month at 9:30 a.m.
igan City with Scott Namestnik.
tification, and earn continuing education
March-October
credits.
Saturday,
July
15,
9am-12pm
Native
Meet a naturalist at Gibson Woods and
Pollinators
at
Cressmoor
Prairie
in
Hobart
For additional information, including a full
bring the family to walk the trails and
with Jim Louderman.
schedule, list of speakers, and directions,
learn about the oak savanna and its inhabitants. Join us each month to experiRegistration is required. Space is lim- and to reserve a seat for the event or for
a particular presentation, visit our webence nature’s fascinating flora and fauna ited. Details, click here.
site. Please feel free to share this invitaas the seasons change. This program is
———————————
tion with others in the industry who may
free, and designed for all ages. Specific
Miller Garden Club
be interested. To allow for proper plandates are March 18, April 15, May 20,
June 17, July 15, August 19, September Annual Plant & Rummage Sale ning, individual RSVPs are requested at:
www.cardnonativeplantnursery.com/
16, October 21, and November 18. RegSat, May 20th 10 am-3 pm
about-the-nursery/2017-open-house
istration is required for all hikes . Please
Marquette Park Aquatorium
call 21 9.844.3188
6918 Oak Ave, Gary IN
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