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Ed i tor 's Desk  

Dear  fr iends,  

          As the year  ends and we look  back  at the year  gone, th is 
quote m akes sense to m e - 

                            Som e people w an t  i t  to happen, 

                            Som e w i sh  i t  would happen,  

                            Others m ak e i t  happen 

  

                                                        - M ichael  Jordan 

  

W i sh i n g you  al l  a ver y H appy New  Year  !! 

H appy Reading!! 

Regards, 

Bhavna Botta 

connectspecial .in  
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K obi  H el ps You r  Ch i l d  to Read ! 
 

 

Or i gi n al l y  publ i shed  at  Access an d  In cl usi on  Thr ough Techn ol ogy New s  

https:/ /www.closingthegap.com /kobi-helps-your -chi ld/  
 

 

             Kobi  is a dyslexia fr iendly iOS /  Android app, designed to 
help  your  chi ld learn  to r ead faster. I t  is careful ly crafted for  
chi ldren who exper ience reading di ff icul t ies. 

W hy K obi  

Kobi  is here to help with the decoding. Personal ized reading 

 form  with  coloured letter s instant ly im proves readabi l i ty, 
r esul t ing in   a better  r eading  r ate and accuracy. Success 
m otivates chi ldren to r ead m ore  and m ore,  which leads to 
f luent r eading and better  com prehension. 

Reading is not easy. Chi ldren who exper ience reading 
di ff icul t ies l ike  Dyslexia  end up being fr ustrated and stressed. 
And th is is exact ly  why we  created  KOBI, an app that helps 
chi ldren to r ead. 

W hy Col ou r  hel ps 

In  order  to r ead, a chi ld needs to r ecognise letter  shapes  

instant ly and  accurately. 

Per fect  for m at t i n g 

M any chi ldren have great di ff icul ty autom ating the cor rect  

r ecognit ion of sim i lar  shapes. Colour  helps the brain  to

 dist inguish letter s faster  and the chi ld is able to progress 

https://www.closingthegap.com/kobi-helps-your-child/
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better. 

 Vi sual  suppor t  

Deconstruct ing long str ings of let ter s is a di ff icul t  job. By  

actual ly seeing accentuated vocals, your  chi ld understands  

where to hold the voice. In  th is way he or  she in tu i t ively 

 r ecognises the syl lables and can adjust the r ythm  of  

r eading to a com for table pace. 

Read any book  in  any language with KOBI. Sim ply im por t  

 your  own PDF, TXT  or  EPUB fi les and get star ted reading r ight 
away , Kobi is Powered by Google OCR 
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 Fr om  The H ear t

M eet M rs. Sim y TA ,H ead of Depar tm ent of Physiotherapy, 
Vidya Sagar  who has returned fr om  a three week  In ternat ional  
Visi tor s Leadership Program  . 

  

Si m i , tel l  us abou t  th i s pr ogr am  

  

The Bureau of the Educational  and Cul tural  Affair s foster s 
m utual  understanding between the United Stat s and the other  
countr ies through In ternat ional  educational , professional  and 
Cul tural  exchanges. This prom otes personal , professional  and 
inst i tut ional  t ies between pr ivate ci t izens and organisat ions in  
the United States and abroad, and presents US histor y, society, 
ar t  and cul ture in  al l  of i ts diversi ty to the audience. This 
program  organised by the United States Depar tm ent of State is 
the In ternat ional  Visi tor s Leadership Program . This was 
adm in istered by a non profi t  organizat ion, M er idian 
In ternat ional  Centre , which is dedicated towards prom oting 
the exchange of people, ideas and the ar ts. 

 The US consulate in  Chennai invi tes appl icat ion fr om  di fferent 
individuals and organisat ions towards th is program  and I  had 
appl ied through Vidya Sagar. The them e for  th is visi t  was " 
Disabi l i ty Rights- Equal  Access for  Al l " and was conducted fr om  
16 Novem ber  2019. 
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In ter est i n g an d  con gr atu l at i on s for  get t i n g sel ected  ,w ho 
w er e the other s w ho got  sel ected  .
 There were total  of 6 par t icipants, two fr om   India, two fr om  
Nepal  and one each fr om  Bangladesh and Pak istan. The other  
par t icipant fr om  India was M r. Saheb Sharm a, who is a person 
with Visual  Im pairm ent and he is the founder  Director  of 
In ternet Radio Bong O Net, which is 6 years old and is r un by 
team  who are visual ly im paired. M s. Ashrafun Nahar , fr om  
Bangladesh, is the founder - Director  of W om en with Disabi l i ty, 
wi th  focus on education, em ploym ent and em powerm ent of 
wom en with disabi l i ty in  Bangladesh. M s.Sam r idhi  fr om  Nepal  
was an inclusion special ist , work ing for  the inclusion of ageing 
populat ion, and M r.Bim al  Pou del  is the  Project coordinator  for  
the National  Federat ion of the disabled. M r.Am in Am ir  Al i , 
fr om  Pak istan, External  Engagem ent M anager  of NOW PDP. 

 W ow  ,w hat  a team  ! You  m ust  have had  a gr eat  t i m e . 
 The whole program  was conducted in  four  di fferent states- 
W ashington DC, Flor ida, Boston and Denver. In  W ashington 
DC, the program  star ted with a ci ty tour , visi t ing W ashington 's 
m onum ents and points of pol i t ical ,  histor ical  and Cul tural  
in terest. Places included Lincoln m em or ial , Roosevel t  
m em or ial , Pi l lar  of Despair , W hite H ouse bui lding.   W e 
attended an opening plenary session of the Am er ican 
Universi ty Centers on Disabi l i t ies annual  conference, where 
speakers were H aben girm a, M ar ia H ernandez and M ar ia 
Town. 
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There was an in tr oductor y session with  the program  off icer s of 
the US Depar tm ent of State and M er idian In ternat ional . 
Fol lowing days, m eetings were ar ranged with President of the 
Sm ar t Growth Leadership Inst i tute, US Access Board, Director  
of Advocacy and Governm ent Affair s at the Am er ican Counci l  
of the Bl ind, Depar tm ent of Just ice, Depar tm ent of Labor , US 
Depar tm ent of the State.
 In  Flor ida, we spend three days in  Or lando and three days in  
Jacksonvi l le. .W e had m eetings in  National  entrepreneur  
center , Light house central , Central  Flor ida Disabi l i ty Cham ber  
of com m erce al l  Non profi t  organizat ion work ing in  di fferent 
aspects of people with Disabi l i ty.  

 

em ploym ent, housing, r ecreat ion and other  areas. W e had an 
oppor tun i ty to visi t  Flor ida Service Dogs inc. founded and 
dir ected by Veterans, which is also a non profi t  work ing on 
education, Advocacy, and professional  tr ain ing of service 
Anim als. W e also m ade a visi t  to Arc Vi l lage which is an 
independent l iving un i t  which has about 40 houses single and 
double bedroom s for  people with physical  and cognit ive 
im pairm ents. 

In  Jacksonvi l le, visi ted Jacksonvi l le's Disabled Services Division 
which works on accessibi l i ty issues such as tr anspor tat ion, 

The t eam  
w it h US  
Depar t m ent  
of f icials 
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 Oh ,l ot  of  l ear n i n g exper i en ces I  guess, hope you  have som e 
fun  m om en ts .
          W e were lucky to have had the wonder fu l  exper ience in  
the m agic k ingdom  in  Disney wor ld. M ost of the r ides were 
accessible for  the wheelchair  users as wel l  as people with 
Visual  Im pairm ent. One day we went to Jacksonvi l le beach, 
where accessible beach wheelchair  was provided for  
wheelchair  users and al l  the par t icipants could en joy playing in  
beach.
                       After  Flor ida, the group m oved to Boston. There we 
m et with a non profi t  work ing with youth with Disabi l i ty, that 
focuses m ain ly on peer  m entorship program , executive off ice 
of heal th and hum an services to know how the governm ent 
funds f low to di fferent NGOs.A center  for  Independent l iving 
and Perk ins School  for  the bl ind are other  organizat ions in  
Boston that we visi ted. In  Perk ins we spend som e t im e in  the 
l ibrar y look ing at the audio books and brai l ler s.
 
                  Next ci ty we visi ted was Denver. The f i r st  m eeting was 
with Colorado cross Disabi l i ty coal i t ion, where people with 
var ious Disabi l i t ies work  and 

The t eam  at  
Perk ins School, 
explor ing t he 
l ibrary for  people 
w it h visual 
im pairm ent
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does lot of Advocacy tr ain ings and em powerm ent. W e went to 
Colorado Universi ty to look  at the Assist ive technology 
depar tm ent where they showed us di fferent assist ive technology 
devices kept in  the l ibrar y. This included com m unicat ion devices 
as wel l  as devices for  dai ly l iving. W e got to see the seat ing cl in ic 
where people go for  wheelchair  Seating and Posi t ion ing 
assessm ent to get the adaptat ion designed for  they seat ing device. 
They also had a research un i t  where rehab engineers work  on 
their  invent ions.   

                    W e visi ted the Colorado Olym pic and Paralym pic 
tr ain ing center  and had a tour  of the cam pus, and spend som e 
t im e with Paralym pic judo par t icipants shar ing their  exper iences 
in  the tr ain ing center  as wel l  as com peti t ions. On the last day, we 
visi ted Adaptive Adventures, where they run lot of adapted 
adventure events l ike cycl ing, wal l  cl im bing, ice and water  spor ts 
wi th var iety of adapted equipm ents. 

                    Our  last m eeting was with a theater  group who works 
with cross Disabi l i ty group on stage. Al l  of their  per form ers are 
persons with m i ld to severe im pairm ents. 
 

W hat  w as you r  per son al  l ear n i n g an d  how  do you  w an t  to 
tak e i t  for w ar d
 M y personal  exper ience, as a f i r st  t im er  in  the United States, was 
that I  found physical  access to publ ic spaces and bui ldings were 
awesom e, the att i tude people have towards Disabi l i ty, the 
inclusion of PW Ds, equal  oppor tun i ty and al l  r u les by the 
Am er ican Disabi l i ty Act were str ict ly fol lowed by the ci t izens. 
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The concepts of independent l iving and group hom es, are 
sim i lar  to the concepts seen in  our  countr y. M any organizat ions 
are st i l l  work ing on Advocacy of PW Ds, their  em powerm ent and 
education. The issues of unem ploym ent is quiet a big problem  
in  the United States as wel l . 

  

W hat  abou t  you r  exper i en ce w i th  the team  m em ber s
          W e had m ul t iple discussions with the co par t icipants and 
we shared our  exper ience in  the f ield that we work   in . Other  
par t icipants didn 't  know m uch about Cerebral  palsy, so i t  was 
in form ative for  them  to know about our  school  and the k ind of 
work  we do.  

        India seem ed to be at a l i t t le better  posi t ion than Nepal  and 
Bangladesh in  the k ind of work  happening on the side of 
Advocacy, education, em powerm ent and m edical  r ehabi l i tat ion 
aspects. 

                Augm entat ive and  Al ternat ive Com m unicat ion and the 
assist ive devices seem ed new to the other  par t icipants, par t ly 
also because they do not personal ly work  with the par t icular  
group of people who are in  need of i t .
                  Personal ly I  feel  we should look  m ore at spor ts and 
adaptive adventures for  persons with any type of Disabi l i ty to 
par t icipate and m aintain  their  physical  and em otional  heal th 
in tact. 
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Dow n l oad  the FREE W hi teboar d  W i zar d  app & you r  l ow  
v i si on  studen ts can  m agn i fy  the W hi teboar d  

Or iginally published at  Access and Inclusion Through Technology News  

https://yourdolphin.com/news?id=463 

 

 

I ntroducing the new W hiteboard W izard ? a free app that making screen 
shar ing simple. 

A free download for  teachers and tr ainers, the W hiteboard W izard m akes 
screen shar ing with your  par t ial ly sighted students effor t less. Im por tant ly, i t  
also m akes withdrawing that access just as sim ple; so teachers can be 
confident that students don 't  see anyth ing that they shouldn 't ! 

Tr y the Whiteboar d Wizar d for : 
 

- Ready-m ade screen shar ing = No IT burden! 
- 1 cl ick  gives students' access to view the screen  
- 1 cl ick  instant ly r em oves that access 
- Optional  password secur i ty   

Just  copy an d  paste th i s to dow n l oad  - 

ht tps:/ / i n fo.you r dol ph i n .com /w h i teboar d -w i zar d  

 

To subscr ibe -botta.bhavna@gm ail .com

To share log on to-connectspecial .in

https://yourdolphin.com/news?id=463

