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Family Happens Here
At the baptismal font
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Valley View

final edition

Friends, thanks so very much for the heartfelt reception on
my last Sunday as your Priest in Charge. My heart was surely
warmed by your love. Your generous gift of the Amtrak
coupon will keep Kathy and me on track as we cross the
country next Christmas to visit our east coast family.
You are quick to love: I arrived a year ago last January knowing a few of you from
activities in the diocese, but the majority of you were new to me. I was embraced right
off the bat and felt like a regular part of the community of St. George’s by Easter.
Given the outpouring of love last Sunday, I suspect I will always be a part of your
community, physically present or not.
You are generous: My experience is that you give freely of your time, talent, energy,
enthusiasm, and love for one another. I will never forget the experience of being ‘one
in the Lord’ when you gather as one body to offer the Lord’s Prayer at the 10 o’clock
service. ‘Know who you are, Become what you receive’ is not just a suggestion for you,
you live it out each and every day.
You are ready to discern: The time is right; your leadership is in place. Listen. My bowl
of St. George’s dirt is placed on our dining room table, right next to the laptop on which
I write to you. Even now the Spirit is stirring amongst you. The time is now.
And so my friends, be of great courage, continue to live out your faith as you do so
well. My prayers are raised for you on your journey ……..
Peace,
Peace,

Richard

A Prayer for Discernment
We pray that the Holy Spirit, that fell upon the Apostles on the Day of Pentecost, enters the
minds and hearts of the members of St. George’s congregation that we may begin a period of
mutual discernment regarding the future of this parish family as a Christian witness to the
community around us and of the ministries that we undertake in the name of our Lord and
Savior, Jesus Christ: Understanding who we are and what we hope to become. Amen
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Out and About with the Deacon
This past month I had the opportunity to attend our Deacons’ Day with
the Bishop. We started with a silent walk from Sargent House to
Dorothy’s Place on Soledad Street. That is the part of town that most
of us try to avoid. There are tents on the sidewalks and people who
don’t look like us. Some of them have definite signs of mental health
issues and/or addiction. Their clothing is not always clean. There are
women as well as men. These are the homeless who for one reason or
another are not allowed at the county run homeless shelter on Alisal
Street.
I think the homeless we encounter at the warming shelter are more likely those who experience
temporary homelessness. On Soledad Street we find the hard core homeless, meaning those who
have been homeless for a year or more. It is a place that can be very unsettling. It can appear
that is a place full of people who have no hope, cast offs from decent society. It is a place that
makes me remember my own mother who was an alcoholic. I can’t help thinking, “Where
would my mother have been if she hadn’t had a loving and financially well off family?”
The volunteers and the staff at Dorothy’s Place work to provide these people with the necessities
of life and to keep home alive on the streets of Chinatown. While we were there, Jill Allen, the
director, gave us a tour. After visiting the kitchen and the drop in center, we went to the Health
Services building. There we had time to sit down and share our hopes and concerns for the
homeless. One of the services offered in the Health Services building were showers. The
facility is opened 24 hours a day. Keeping clean is one of the greatest challenges of the
homeless.
I was shocked to learn that the average life expectancy of a homeless person is 47 years! A
quote from Dorothy’s Place website: While the debate continues nationally as to whether or not
we can afford to pay for national health care for all, we here at Dorothy's Place have realized
that the real debate is about whether or not the poor are worthy as human beings. We see firsthand how gentle, early intervention can restore health, maintain health in seniors and the
disabled, and increase confidence and self-esteem.
I encourage you to explore their website at Dorothy's Place. They are doing great work.
Volunteering or giving financial support to Dorothy’s Place is certainly a way to live out our
Baptismal Covenant. Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the
dignity of every human being?

Deacon Tina Heidmann.
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Mark your Calendar
Salinas Warming Shelter, Sunday May 20th.

St. George’s will again team up
with St. Paul’s to provide meals to homeless families on the 3 Sunday of each month in which
the warming shelter is open. Tina says that the plan is to cook the meal at St. Paul’s that Sunday
afternoon. We will need chef’s assistants and people willing to serve the meal at the shelter at 6
pm. You do not need to do both. We are also hoping to get some people to bake cookies. A
sign-up sheet will be in the Parish Hall each Sunday service prior to the 20th.
rd

Touchstone Senior Luncheon: With the support
we have received from our parish and recent fundraisers, we are
able to provide our regular monthly “Senior’s Luncheon” at St.
George’s Parish Hall on the third Tuesday every month. The next
Senior Luncheons will be held on May 15th. . This is a chance to
get out of the house, enjoy great food, and engage in good
conversation.

Eat, Pray and Love: is now meeting on the third Monday evening of each
month. This month, the group will meet on May 21st.

We are saddened by the loss of yet another senior, long-time member of St.
George’s Church, Pat Brewer, who passed peacefully following a final
blessing and prayers by Fr. Leslie and many members of the church at her
bedside. Pat is the fifth of our senior members this year who have passed on
to a closer existence with the Lord following an active and faithful life among
us. She was preceded by Cathy (Catalina) Cushman, Anne Collenback, Dee
Short, and Barbara Wilcox. For us this represents the passing of a generation
of women who in their time added immeasurably to the life of this church
since its planting in Salinas. The loss of the long-standing members coincides
with the beginning of a new phase in the history of St. George’s Church—a
time when we are unsure of where we are going or how we will get there, but
we can be encouraged by the example of those who have gone before us who
kept the faith and were confident in God’s plan for us.
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A Call to Discernment
On his last Sunday with us, Fr. Leslie asked the congregation to begin a period of thoughtful and
prayerful discernment about the future of this faith community—who we are what do we want to
become. In a very moving ceremony, Fr. Richard asked the congregation to join him in the field, to
look around to our right and to our left, to consider what we have here, and how it might be fully
engaged to ensure the future of the church. And then he asked us to fill a bowl of with soil from the
land on which our church rests and take it home as a reminder of the task before us.
We have a Restoration Committee that has been addressing the question of our present condition,
our future objectives, and how we might be restored to the diocese as a self-sufficient and viable
parish after a four-year period of recovery. However, Fr. Leslie’s closing admonition to us is that
the restoration process must involve input from all members of the church family through active
discernment. Presumable this means prayer, contemplation, creative thinking, and then the
spontaneous sharing of hopes, preferences, visions, and expectations. I, as one member of the
Restoration Committee, would hope that all members of the church feel unrestrained about sharing
their thoughts with the Senior Warden or any member of the committee. Fr. Richard later
commented to me that discernment “involves opening the heart” and that this was his message with
the soil. He asked me to contemplate what that bowl of soil means to me as I look at it. I am still
thinking.

Lynn Fischer, editor

Filling the bowls with soil from the land of St. George’s Church to take home as reminder of our
challenge from Fr. Leslie to individually discern the future of the parish.
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From the Jr. Warden’s pink toolbox!
Hello everyone!
April has been a very busy month!!
Our lawn expert, Rod Munroe, has been diligently mowing down our empty lot. Rod has run into
homeless men sleeping under the pine tree and the bushes. These folks are cooking food using the dry
brush for their fires. This is a huge problem as any spark could cause a grass fire and possibly head
towards the homes in the neighborhoods. They have also created makeshift port-a-potties and leave them
in the lot. The lot has become a dumping site and we have to turn that around. For those who were in
attendance on Sunday, April 29th, and went out to the garden box to plant the wild flowers, I am sure you
saw the trash that surrounds our lot. If you have any spare time to help pick up litter, I will join you. I’d
like the church grounds to look “exceptionally beautiful” for our visiting clergy….and us!
We had a request from North Salinas High School for their teachers and staff to park in our parking lot
during the construction of the school’s solar panels. We agreed to offer 20 spaces during this time.
However, on 4/30, someone from the high school backed into the new fence cracking two boards. We
believe we know who the driver is so NSHS’s assistant principal will speak to that person to repair our
fence.
The storage container is almost empty. The Christmas decorations have been moved into the former food
pantry and the remaining paint and broken items removed. Next steps will be to reorganize the parish hall
closet and utilize the space we have for other items.
I asked Rogelio Rojas, grounds keeper for Poppy Hills Golf Course, for a bid to clean up the interior
courtyard plant areas and clear around to the kitchen door. We accepted his bid and by the time you read
this edition of the Branch, you will see his outstanding work!
New LED lights have replaced burned out exterior bulbs on the parish hall driveway side, the Sunday
School roof and we are updating two photo cells. Per the Salinas PD, this will help deter our late night
visitors! Plus, using LEDs will reduce our electrical bill!! Next project is updating the parish hall lighting
to LED bulbs using fewer bulbs and lower bill!
Many thanks to those who volunteered their time…..Peter and Renee Ochoa, Rod Munroe, Derrick and
student from Young Champions, John Walworth , Lynn Fischer, Mike Porter and Art Rogers!!!
That’s it for now. As always, I can be reached on 1-831-663-3070 or on jadresser2@juno.com. You
can try my cell phone 1-831-277-2705 but it rarely works out in my canyon in Prunedale!
Respectfully submitted,
Joan Hurst Dresser
Respectfully submitted,

Joan Hurst Dresser
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News from the Community Garden
In case you haven’t looked over the fence recently behind the sanctuary, you will not have seen the
relocated Salinas Community Garden—mostly up and growing. 13 raised beds are now occupied and/or
planted for the new season. And there will be more to come as the spring season kicks in. Gardeners so
far include Mike Porter, Brandon and Whitney Huenergardt, Lynn Fischer, Jose Rodriguez, and Edward
Camacho. We also receive advice and moral support from Hank Hill, Pete Wagley, and Nancy Skidmore
who have an continuing interest in the success of this project—or should we call it an outreach ministry
since several of our gardeners are not members of St. George’s.
Much of the soil used to fill frames at the new location has been carried over from the old location. One
box frame that will remain at the former garden has been seeded with wildflowers. If you attended
church on April 22nd, you will remember that this was done by members of the congregation in honor of
Earth Day at the close of each service.
We hope that the re-established community garden at its more secure and protected location will yield
more abundantly, both vegetables and flowers and continue to be a friendly ministry to the community
that surrounds us.
Lynn Fischer

One of our most active community gardeners, Mike Porter,
in the center of the new Community Garden.
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Alexandria Cervantes

After 7 years of editorship of the St. George’s Branch, I have decided to step aside and allow another
member of the parish to embrace this very special, and sometimes demanding, ministry. In other words, it
is my intent to rotate off from the editorship and to move on to another or other ministries of the church.
I have already informed the Vestry that the June issue will be my last. I will be more than happy to assist a
new editor to get started with this monthly publication. I think that one thing I have accomplished in the
past few years is to make the publication of each issue easier to do. For example we have gone to
electronic publishing—except for a few recipients who do not have emails or access to a computer.
Should anyone be interested, please let me know. There is a lot of untapped talent in this parish family
and I pray that someone will hear the call to this ministry and step forward.
Lynn Fischer
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