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Message from the
Chief Editor
"Each time a man
stands up for an
ideal, or acts to
improve the lot of
others, or strikesout
against an injustice,
he sends forth a
tiny ripple of hope." Robert F. Kennedy
We are riding a roller-coaster since
the publication of Bridge-US last year.
We have people excitedly asking us
when we will see the benefits of USAID
in our neighborhoods because BridgeUS has turned them into optimists and
believers of the US friendship with
Pakistan. The positive impact and
sequence of joyous reaction is the
only thing constant that spontaneously
passes through the faces after reading
Bridge-US.
The downside is our diminishing
resources and security risks. We firmly
believe that Bridge-US must reach to
the places where it should be like Sher
Shah, Lyari, Maripur, Gulbai, Natha
Khan Goth, Malir, Baldia, Orangi Town,
P&T Colony, Landhi, Korangi, North
Karachi, Malir and many more. This
is something we really have to be
careful. Surprisingly, we have not
received any feedback or appreciation
from the authorities directly dealing to
promote US-Pakistan relations.
Since the impacts of Bridge-US are
far better than the multimillion dollar
campaigns, we shall continue for those
who had great sacrifices for freedom,
prosperous Pakistan and for the
people of both countries.
Hope to see you soon as resources
are hard to avail and perils are stronger
to beat.
Syed Naeem Uddin
Chief Editor Bridge-US
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Readout of President Obama's
Call with Nawaz Sharif
May 14, 2013,President Obama spoke by
phone with Nawaz Sharif, President of
Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz, to
congratulate him on his party's success in
the May 11 Parliamentary elections. The
President also thanked Mr. Sharif for his
role in the historic transfer of power
between civilian governments, a significant
milestone
in
Pakistan's
democracy.President Obama praised the

extraordinary voter turnout and courage
that Pakistanis displayed in the face of
intimidation by violent extremists, which
was an inspiration to all who support
democracy around the globe. The two
leaders agreed to continue to work together
to strengthen U.S.-Pakistan relations and
advance our shared interest of a stable,
secure, and prosperous Pakistan and region.

Statement by EU High Representative
Catherine Ashton on the Elections in Pakistan
13 May 2013, Islamabad:Catherine Ashton,
High Representative of the European Union
for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy, made
the following statement, following the
elections in Pakistan on 11 May 2013:"I wish
to congratulate the people of Pakistan. The
2013 general election marks a historic victory
for the democratic life of their country.
Despite an extremely difficult security
environment and threats from extremists,
voters turned out in unprecedented numbers
with many Pakistani citizens voting for the
first time. All the main stakeholders, in
particular the political parties and state
institutions, acted in a responsible manner,
demonstrating their support for democracy
and the holding of the elections.
I welcome the progress made by the Pakistani
authorities in their efforts to hold these
elections in line with national and
international commitments, notably through
new constitutional provisions for the Election

Commission of Pakistan and the caretaker
government, as well as a significantly
improved electoral roll.
I have taken note of the statement of
preliminary findings and conclusions of the
EU Election Observation Mission on the
conduct of elections, including the need for
continued improvement in the electoral
process, in particular the consolidation and
strengthening of the electoral framework.
There is also a need for a further increase in
the level of women's participation in the
overall political system.
The EU is a close partner to Pakistan. I look
forward to continue our strong partnership
in support of Pakistan's democratic, economic
and social development. I commend the
valuable contributions made by civil society
domestic observers as well as international
observers, in particular the independent EU
Election Observation Mission headed by Mr
Michael Gahler MEP."

Congratulations from Secretary of State John Kerry
These national and provincial assembly
elections mark an historic step in Pakistan's
democratic journey. The Pakistani people
stood up resiliently to threats by violent

extremists. We'll be working with the new
government to advance shared interests
including a peaceful, more prosperous and
stable future for Pakistan and the region.

Pakistani Businesses Can Export More than
3,500 items to the United States Duty Free
Peshawar, March 8, 2013 - Mr. James Fluker, Commercial Counselor at the U.S. Embassy
in Islamabad, held a session at the KP Chamber of Commerce and Industry to help local
businesses understand how to be competitive in U.S. markets. Mr. Fluker's visit to Peshawar
is part of a U.S. initiative to help Pakistani executives take advantage of these opportunities
to grow their business.
"The United States is the largest and most open economy to trade and investment in the
world," said Mr. Fluker. "In fact, the United States government allows Pakistani businesses
to export more than 3,500 items to the U.S. without paying any duties on them, including
jewelry, most manufactured items, and many types of carpets, agricultural products, minerals,
and marble. It is clear to us that trade, investment, and private sector growth are key to the
future of the U.S.-Pakistan relationship." The U.S. Commercial Service is the trade promotion
office of the U.S. government. It connects U.S. exporters with international buyers through
a network of 100 offices in the United States, and in over 70 cities around the world, including
offices in Islamabad, Karachi and Lahore. It also helps Pakistani buyers locate U.S. products,
services, and business partners; meet suppliers and partners face-to-face; and participate in
trade shows that feature thousands of U.S. companies. In June 2013, an official U.S.
government -led delegation of Pakistani business executives will travel to the International
Franchise Expo in New York City.
"We are grateful to the U.S. government for their financial and technical support in numerous
development plans," said Chamber President Dr. M. Yuosaf Sarwar. "American support will
play a vital role in reviving the business activities in theprovince and bringing economic
prosperity to Khyber Pakhtunkhwa."
Two-way trade between Pakistan and the United States was more than $5 billion in 2012.
Pakistan exports more products to the United States than to any other country
in the world. In fact, American consumers purchased almost 20 percent of
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Bridge Communications and Research BCR message to the newly elected
government of Pakistan.
Bridge Communications and Research
-BCR congratulates PMLN and hope
that: Pakistan would become a more
free society and democracy would
stay on tracks, Random killings and
strike culture would come to an end,
Energy crisis would be resolved,
PMLN would disassociate itself if
anyone of their parliamentarian is on
trial until pleaded not guilty by the
law, Stop culture of heredity politics
and democratic reforms within the
party, Ministers would be assessed on
the basis of delivery of services to
public.
This message is part of our project
Pakistan Awareness Initiative - PAI,

launched in 2011 in Canada.
Following is the suggested reading
for good governance
Dynamic
Government
Performance: Honeymoons and
Crises of Confidence
TORUN DEWAN and DAVID P.
M YAT T, L o n d o n S c h o o l o f
Economics and Political Science
London Business School
Candidate Genes and Political
Behavior
EVAN CHARNEY and WILLIAM
ENGLISH, Duke University, Harvard
University
Bribes, Lobbying, and Development
BÅRD HARSTAD and JAKOB
SVENSSON, Northwestern
University, Stockholm University
Competing on Good Politicians
VINCENZO GALASSO and
TOMMASO NANNICINI, Bocconi
University,
Toward a Mobilization Conception
of Democratic Representation
LISA DISCH, University of Michigan
The Economics and Politics of
Corporate Social Performance
David P. Baron, Stanford University,
Maretno Agus Harjoto, Pepperdine
University and Hoje Jo, Santa Clara
University4
Usage of Judiciary in Accessing
Basic Human Needs and Rights

Syed Naeem Uddin, President, Bridge
Communications & Research, Chief
Editor, Bridge-US
The Role of Internet to fight
corruption in Pakistan
Syed Naeem Uddin, President, Bridge
Communications & Research, Chief
Editor, Bridge-US
Measuring Corruption: A Critique
of Indicators in Eastern Europe and
Central Asia
STEPHEN KNACK, World Bank
1818 H St. NW, Washington DC
20433
C o r r u p t i o n a n d Tr u s t :
Exceptionalism in Asian
Democracies?
Eric C. C. Chang and Yun-han Chu,
Michigan State University, Academia
Sinica and National Taiwan University
Syndromes of Corruption; Wealth,
Power, and Democracy
By Michael Johnston , Colgate
University, New York, Publisher:
Cambridge University Press
Direct Democracy and Local Public
Goods
Evidence from a Field Experiences in
Indonesia, Benjamin A. Olken,
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
and National Bureau of Economic
Research
How to Influence Government
Public Policy with your Research:
Tips from Practicing Political
Scientists in Government.
Rick Farmer, Oklahoma House of
Representative
How to Persuade Government
Officials to Grant Interviews and
Share Information for your
Research
Irene S. Wu, Chair, Working Group
on Practicing Politics; U.S. Federal
Communication Commission; and
Georgetown University, and Bojan
Savic, University of Kent, Brussels
School of International Studies
Political Parties in Pakistan and
their Armed Wing; Fear Factors
and Elections
Syed Naeem Uddin, President, Bridge
Communications & Research, Chief
Editor, Bridge-US

Pakistan's exports last year. The United States also consistently ranks among
the top sources of foreign direct investment in Pakistan.
This initiative is just one part of a comprehensive U.S. economic growth
assistance program which includes expanding irrigation by more than 200,000
acres near the Gomal Zam and Satpara dams; constructing more than 1,000 km
of roads to connect communities and facilitate trade; modernizing dairy farms
in Punjab; and launching private equity investment funds to help small and
medium businesses grow.
For more information about the U.S. government program to promote economic
growth with duty-free entry into the American market,please.
visit:http://www.ustr.gov/sites/default/files/Pakistan%20GSP%20handout%20
August%202012%20final%20version.pdf
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Message for
Bridge-US
Bridge Communications and Research - BCR
has done a remarkable job by publishing
Bridge-US and simultaneously sharing the
information on social media about the US
funded projects in Pakistan. This is really
working for both the people and Pakistan and
the United States. People are filled with
gratitude towards the United States and the
US found a media to reach common public
that was long awaited. We need more
intensified cooperation from the US to meet
Pakistan's energy needs.
Muhammad Zubair Motiwala is one of the leading
industrialists in Pakistan and has been actively involved
in crafting Pakistan's trade policy. His contributions together
with both federal and provincial levels including being
Minister, Advisor and Special Assistant to the Chief Minster
Sindh on Investment, President Karachi Chamber of
Commerce & Industry, Pak - Afghan Joint Chamber of
Commerce & Industries, Chairman All Pakistan Textile
Processing Mills Association, Sindh Board of Investment,
member of Prime Minister's Committee on Textile and
Exports in 1996, chairman of SITE Association of Industry,
Council of Karachi Industrial Associations, Chairman of
a public relief committee "Karachi Affected Markets Relief
Committee" to assess the loses sustained due to fire
incidence on 28-12-2009., chairman of Steering Committee
for Promotion in Sindh. He has been the Director on the
board of the worker's welfare funds Islamabad, KESC,
KW&SB, Sindh Industrial Trading Estate, SITE, EPZ, IBA
Karachi, Ziauddin Medical University, NBP, College of
Business Management, Hamdard University, Sir Syed
University of Engineering, Pak Oman Investment Company
Ltd, Benazir Bhutto Shaheed Youths Development
Programme & Technology and Baqai Medical College
Hospital. Mr. Motiwala is on the advisory board of IT and
Telecom Division, Government of Pakistan, Federal Tax
Ombudsman, Sindh Public Procurement Regulatory
Authority (SPPRA). He has led several Pakistan trade
delegations abroad. He is also the honorary Consul
General of the Republic of Burundi.

U.S. Scholarships Enable Students to Pursue Their Dreams
It is a familiar concern heard from
students all over the world: "I'm smart
and I know I can do great things, but
how will I ever pay for university?"
Wali Sultan from Daska in Punjab
asked himself that question in 2010.
Tragically, his father had passed away,
and he worried he would not be able
to stay in school. "I had always
dreamed of studying in a renowned
university, but I had no clue about
how I would be able to complete a
Master's degree and help support my
family," said Wali. Then Wali heard
about the Merit and Need Based
Scholarships offered by the United
States through the U.S. Agency for
International Development (USAID)
and in cooperation with the Higher
Education Commission (HEC). "I
heard about USAID's scholarship
program, so, keeping hope, I applied,"
said Wali.
Wali was accepted and received a full

scholarship to study business
administration at Quaid-e-Azam
University in Islamabad. He
completed his studies and now works
at Mobilink, a leading
telecommunications company in
Pakistan, as a Procurement Associate.
"USAID truly came as a blessing in
disguise and - with the grace of
beloved Allah, my determination,
prayers of my kind mother and
financial support of USAID - I am
now a Management graduate and lived
and completed my dream," said Wali.
"Because of this scholarship, I have
security for myself and for my family."
The Merit and Need-Based
Scholarship Program awards
scholarships for university study to
academically talented, financially
needy Pakistani students. The program
targets students going to government
schools in rural or remote areas,
especially in northern Sindh,

U.S. Ambassador Visits Lahore - Meets
with Civil Society and Business Leaders
Lahore, April 16, 2013 - U.S. Ambassador Richard Olson visited Lahore
today and met with leading civil society and business leaders to discuss
ways to expand the U.S.-Pakistan relationship to benefit the people of
both nations. Ambassador Olson visited the historic Pak Tea House,
where he met with interim Punjab Minister of Health Salima Hashmi.
During his visit, Ambassador Olson remarked, "The United States is
committed to working with Pakistan to expand regional and bilateral
trade and people-to-people ties. Through a commitment to these principles,
we can build a relationship based on shared interests and mutual respect.

United States and Sindh Government Honor Scholarship Recipients
U.S. Consul General Michael Dodman and the Sindh Governor, Dr.
Ishrat Ul Ebad, recognized fifty Sindh students who received United
States Agency for International Development (USAID)-funded
scholarships under the Merit and Needs-Based Scholarship Program
and implemented by the Higher Education Commission of Pakistan.
The Program provides full scholarships to talented but financially
needy Pakistani students.
"Your academic success inspires the next generation. We expect
great things from you - today I see future community leaders, inventors,
educators, business executives, and parliamentarians. The key to a
strong, prosperous, and peaceful Pakistan lies in your capable hands,"
said U.S. Consul General Michael Dodman, who spoke with 50
scholarship recipients from Sindh after they described how the
scholarship has enriched their lives and opened doors of opportunity.
The Merit and Need-Based Scholarship Program awards scholarships
for university study to academically talented, financially needy
Pakistani students. Overall, more than 1,250 talentet but economically
disadvantaged Pakistani students have received Merit and Needs

Based Scholarships under this USAID program, with 571 of those
students coming from Sindh.
The program targets students going to government schools in rural
or remote areas like northern Sindh. Students can pursue study in
agriculture (Master's or Bachelor's degrees) at one of the Sindhi
partner universities, which include the Institute of Business
Administration, Karachi; Institute of Business Administration, Sukkur;
Institute SZABIST, Karachi; and Sindh Agriculture University,
Tandojam. The scholarships fund not only the cost of tuition, but also
books, transportation, and other expenses associated with full-time
study. Most of the scholarship recipients have found jobs within six
months of completing their degrees.
The USAID Merit and Needs-Based Scholarship Program is just one
part of a comprehensive U.S. education assistance program for
Pakistan, which includes building or rehabilitating more than 850
schools; launching new degree programs in education at 90 teacher
colleges and universities; and operating the largest Fulbright academic
exchange program in the world.

Dairy farmers boost milk yields, with help from
USAID's fleet of motorbikes
Multan, March 5, 2013 - In a ceremony held in Multan, the United
States Agency for International Development (USAID) Mission
Director for Pakistan, Mr. Jock Conly, awarded 129 motorbikes to
artificial insemination technicians who successfully completed a
five-week artificial insemination training program through the
USAID Dairy Project.
Artificial insemination technicians work with local farmers to
improve the quality of the breed and cattle that will produce higher
milk yields. In order to reach farmers in remote areas, frequent
travel is required for artificial insemination technicians. These
motorbikes enable technicians who have received USAID training
to put that new knowledge to good use, helping to increase dairy
production throughout southern Punjab. It also enables them to
reach far flung dairy farmers, ensuring those in remote areas also
benefit from artificial insemination and improved milk yields.
Speaking at the occasion, Jock said, "The United States government
is committed to helping Pakistan boost economic growth. For
example, this project has helped nearly 3,000 young people in rural
Punjab get jobs and earn income to support their families as

technicians, farm managers, and animal healthcare workers."
In addition to the 129 motorbikes distributed today, and 340
distributed previously, USAID and the Dairy and Rural Development
Foundation will continue to train more artificial insemination
technicians from South Punjab who will help small dairy farmers
improve their cattle businesses. They will also continue to train
women livestock extension workers to serve as animal nurses.
Mr. Jack Moser, Director of the Dairy Project said, "The Dairy
Project's training programs will generate new jobs for unemployed
youth and empower them to be entrepreneurs who can offer their
skills to enable dairy farmers to have stronger, healthier cattle that
will produce more milk and thus, increase their incomes."
USAID will increase employment and incomes for 250,000 farm
households (2 million people) by 2015 through its economic growth
programs, including the Dairy Project. This three-year, $14 million
project, will improve the lives of 9,000 small dairy farmers by
enhancing their productivity and resulting in at least 10 percent
increase in their incomes.
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Balochistan, southern Punjab, Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, and the Federally
Administered Tribal Areas. Students
can pursue study in agriculture
(Master's or Bachelor's degrees) or
Management at a partner Pakistani
university. The 11 partner universities
are: Quaid-e-Azam, Islamabad,
Lahore University of Management
Sciences, Lahore, Institute of Business
Administration, Karachi, Institute of
Business Administration, Sukkur,
Institute of Management Science,
Peshawar, SZABIST, Karachi,
BUITEMS, Quetta, Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Agriculture University,
Peshawar, University of Agriculture,
Faisalabad, Sindh Agriculture
University, Tandojam, and Pir Mehr
Ali Shah University of Arid
Agriculture, Rawalpindi.
More than 1,800 smart but
economically disadvantaged Pakistani
students have received Merit and

Needs Based Scholarships under this
program. Scholarships fund not only
tuition, but also books, transportation,
and other expenses associated with
full-time study. More than 850
scholarship recipients have earned
undergraduate and graduate degrees
thus far. Most USAID Merit and
Needs-Based Scholarship recipients
have found a job within six months
of completing their degrees.
The Merit and Needs-Based
Scholarship Program is just one part
of the comprehensive U.S. education
assistance program for Pakistan, which
includes building or rehabilitating
more than 850 schools; launching new
degree programs in education at 90
teacher colleges and universities; and
operating the largest Fulbright
academic exchange program in the
world. To learn more about U.S.
education initiatives in Pakistan, see:
http://goo.gl/auHXF.

U.S. Ambassador to Pakistan Richard Olson :
The United States is Committed to Supporting
Peace and Prosperity in the Region
Islamabad, March 6, 2013 - In a
speech at a conference on the situation
in Afghanistan post-2014 at the
National University of Modern
Languages, Ambassador Richard
Olson stated that "2014 is not an exit.
It is a continuation of a long-term
commitment and engagement with
the Afghan people. 2014 is not 1989.
The United States will not disengage
from the region." Ambassador Olson
noted that, "The international
community's financial and political
commitment, and the nearly $20
billion in pledges for security and
development assistance that have
already been made through 2024,
stands out as a defining difference
between 2014 and 1989. The United
States, and nations across the globe,
have unambiguously committed to
Afghanistan's future."
"As President Obama and President
Karzai agreed in Washington,
Afghan-led peace and reconciliation
is the surest way to end violence and
ensure the lasting stability of
Afghanistan and the region,"
Ambassador Olson recalled. "The

U.S. role is to help advance such a
process, including by supporting an
office in Qatar, where negotiations
can take place between the Afghan
High Peace Council and authorized
representatives of the Taliban." In
order to facilitate a negotiated peace,
Ambassador Olson called for the
United States and Pakistan to work
together with purpose, noting, "For
the sake of Afghanistan, Pakistan,
and the region, Pakistan's full support
to an Afghan-led, Afghan-owned
peace process is needed now."
Ambassador Olson also reiterated the
United States commitment to a
cooperative and long-term partnership
with Pakistan. "The U.S. relationship
with Pakistan is not shaped solely by
our commitments and responsibilities
in Afghanistan. This partnership is
far broader than any one issue, and
centered on areas of mutual interest,"
he said. "It is not dictated solely by
the requirements of today, but rooted
in the joint realization that the security
and prosperity of our peoples is better
served when we remain engaged, and
cooperate."

Message
It is heartening to know the efforts and help being extended from
the U.S. to Pakistan. What concerns me is that we do not see any
of these positive effects permeating down to the ordinary citizens.
U.S. has to make the utilization of any fund, if given, to the utmost
and root out corruption in the said field. They also need to reassure
Pakistani public that U.S. is working towards a better Pakistan. They
really need to do exactly what Bridge-US is doing now.
Mrs. Sobia Aman is the principal of Playway
Grammar School, Clifton, Karachi, established
since 1983. She has been doing her job devotedly
as a principal for more than 25 years to promote
a high quality education from Montessori level
to Matriculation level.
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United States Supports Reduction of Rural
Poverty in Pakistan
The United States government launched a twoday annual conference to review a range of policy
issues to reduce rural poverty in Pakistan. The
United States supports Pakistani researchers and
the Government of Pakistan to make evidencebased policy reforms that address rural poverty.
The Pakistan Strategy Support Program (PSSP) is
a program of the United States Agency for
International Development (USAID).
"The United States is proud to support the Planning
Commission and so many outstanding Pakistani
researchers who are committed to reducing poverty
in Pakistan," said USAID Deputy Director Rodger
Garner at the inaugural session of the conference.
"These efforts will contribute to a stronger, brighter
future for all Pakistan." He added.
Dr. Nadeem ul Haque, Deputy Chairman of the
Planning Commission, and other members of the
Government of Pakistan, including Abdul Wajid
Rana, Principal Officer and Secretary of Finance,
are part of the committee that supervises PSSP.

"USAID assistance will enable Pakistan to
modernize its policy formulation by improving
research-based policy analysis. This will create a
more favorable environment for investments and
job growth", Dr. Nadeem ul Haque, Deputy
Chairman, Planning Commission said while
speaking at the occasion.
PSSP is a four-year U.S.-funded initiative under
the Pakistan Planning Commission's framework
for economic growth implemented by the
International Food Policy Research Institute
(IFPRI). It is one of many initiatives that the United
States and Pakistani partners carry out together to
reduce poverty and increase incomes. For example,
the United States and Pakistan are expanding
irrigation by 200,000 acres to spur farming near
the Gomal Zam and Satpara dams, and increasing
the incomes of 250,000 farmers and female
agricultural workers throughout the country with
training and market networks to help them grow
their businesses.

United States Supports Crime
Victims in Pakistan
Islamabad, January 28, 2013- The laborious process for filing a FIR is improving, thanks to an
innovative partnership between the Islamabad Capital Territory (ICT) Police and the U.S. government's
International Narcotics and Law Enforcement Agency (INL) and International Criminal Investigative
Training Assistance Program (ICITAP). With its focus on crime control, community policing, and
public service, the ICT Police developed a concept to create special Police Reporting Rooms (PRRs)
at areas adjacent to police stations. PRRs spare crime victims the difficulty of having to enter the
secure areas of police stations.
The U.S. government, through INL and ICITAP, helped the ICT Police formulate its plan for a modular,
purpose-built PRR that could be quickly constructed and easily replicated. Once the plan was in place,
INL funded the construction of 12 reporting rooms at police stations around Islamabad, which will
serve as models for other stations across Pakistan.
"Criminals cannot be pursued or prosecuted unless the police are aware that a crime has occurred,"
said U.S. Embassy INL Director Richard Sacks at a ceremony inaugurating the first PRR at Islamabad's
Shalimar Police Station. "By creating reporting rooms that are easily accessible, comfortable, welllit, and quiet, victims will be more likely to take that important first step of filing a FIR."
Inspector General of Police Bani Amin Khan thanked the U.S. government for supporting the ICT
Police, saying, "These new reporting rooms will not only help crime victims, but also make it easier
for police to record and investigate crimes."
The U.S. government is committed to strengthening law enforcement in Pakistan. In addition to
building PRRs and other infrastructure, INL also donates equipment to improve policing in Pakistan.
It has provided 11 armored personnel carriers, more than 3,000 protective vests, hundreds of mobile
and handheld radios, 100 motorcycles, and a water tanker which provides drinking water to police
forces in KP and FATA.
INL has also trained police officers from KP, Balochistan, Sindh, and Punjab provinces, the ICT, FATA
Levies, and other civilian law enforcement entities in areas such as leadership, criminal investigations,
human rights, civil disturbance management, and police command and control.
- Crimes in Pakistan often go unreported. Victims of crime endure long delays and mandatory searches
when entering police stations to file First Incident Reports (FIR). Many police stations also lack proper
interview facilities, which further frustrates the process for both crime victims and police officers.

Ambassador Olson Praises Pakistani Journalist’s
Role in Democracy at Media Summit
"A free press is a cornerstone
of any democracy"
U.S. Ambassador Richard
Olson joined State Minister for
Information Syed Sumsam Ali
Shah Bukhari in congratulating
Pakistani journalists on the
important work they do to
advance Pakistan's democracy.
More than 70 journalists from
various TV, radio, and print
outlets across Pakistan gathered
in Islamabad for a three-day
media summit. The journalists
are alumni of a U.S.
government-funded exchange
program known as the "U.S.Pakistan Professional
Partnership in Journalism."
"The U.S. government strongly
supports a vibrant and
independent media in Pakistan,"
said Ambassador Olson in his
remarks at the opening
ceremony of the media summit.
"A free press is the cornerstone
of any democracy. It provides

the information and facts needed
for the people to hold their
government accountable."
The U.S.-Pakistan Professional
Partnership in Journalism was
established in 2011. It is
administered by the
International Center for
Journalists (ICFJ). After two
weeks of orientation in
Washington, DC, Pakistani
journalists spend three to four
weeks working as staff reporters
at news outlets across the United
States. The program also brings
U.S. journalists to Pakistan for
a two-week orientation on
Pakistani politics, society, and
the economy through site visits,
interviews, and interactions with
journalists, officials, and
ordinary Pakistanis. Currently,
a group of seven U.S. journalists
from print, television, radio, and
online media is in Pakistan from
January 20 to February 3.
The three-day alumni media

summit in Islamabad includes
panel discussions with media
professionals, breakout sessions
on topics such as conflictsensitive reporting and social
media, and a "train-the-trainer"
workshop for highly-motivated
alumni who will share what they
learn with other journalists in
their communities.
The U.S. government invests
nearly $30 million annually in
exchange programs with
Pakistanis. More than 1,000
Pakistanis participate in various
high school, undergraduate,
graduate, and professional U.S.sponsored exchange programs
each year.
Journalists interested in
applying for the U.S.-Pakistan
Professional Partnership in
Journalism should visit the U.S.
Education Foundation of
Pakistan (USEFP) website for
more
information:
http://www.usefpakistan.org/

U.S. Ambassador Richard Olson Celebrates
Tourism Recovery in Swat Valley
March 14, 2013 in Islamabad,
U.S. Ambassador Richard Olson
and the Governor of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa and FATA,
Shaukat Ullah Khan, joined
business owners to celebrate the
dramatic economic recovery of
Swat Valley. Thanks to a strong
partnership between the U.S.
Agency for International
Development (USAID), the
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KP)
provincial government, the KP
Tourism Corporation, and
business owners in the region,
hotels and fisheries previously
damaged by conflicts and floods
have increased their sales
revenues from $454,000 in 2010
to $4.2 million in 2012, and
generated more than 2,000 new
jobs.
"In the wake of the conflict and
floods that have devastated this

area over the past five years, in
2010, the U.S. government and
the Government of Pakistan
jointly decided that the recovery
of the Swat Valley's economy
must be a priority. These efforts
to revive Swat's tourism industry
have helped create jobs and
enhance incomes for the people
of Swat Valley," Ambassador
Olson said at the event.
Historically, tourism has been
a key economic driver in the
Swat Valley and at one time
contributed $60 million a year
to the local economy. Conflict
and the 2010 floods severely
damaged hotels and caused a
significant decline in revenues.
Fisheries faced similar losses.
To help jump-start the economic
revival of the region, in 2010,
USAID joined the Provincial
Reconstruction, Rehabilitation

and Settlement Authority to
launch a Swat tourism
rehabilitation effort. The United
States provided $5.4 million to
fund this initiative.
USAID provided grants,
technical assistance, and in-kind
support, such as construction
materials, supplies, and
equipment to 22 fisheries and
239 hotels - more than half of
all hotels in the Swat Valley.
Backed by this support, these
businesses achieved great
success. The hotels now earn
eight times more revenue than
they did before the project
began. The fisheries earn twelve
times more revenue than before
U.S. assistance began. USAID
estimates that the Swat Valley
tourism industry will continue
to grow in 2013, reaching $5
million in revenue.

United States Salutes Pakistan's Police Women Two Million Customers to Benefit from U.S.Supported Tarbela Dam Restoration
Islamabad, Mar 4, 2013 - In honor of International help, police across Pakistan are reforming practices
Women's Day, U.S. Ambassador to Pakistan
Richard Olson recognized the bravery and
dedication of Pakistan's police women at a U.S.sponsored seminar with 40 women from different
law enforcement agencies. Female police officers,
representing four provinces, gathered to discuss
strategies to fully integrate women into all Pakistani
policing organizations.
During the seminar organized by the U.S.
government's International Narcotics and Law
Enforcement Agency (INL) and International
Criminal Investigative Training Assistance Program
(ICITAP), participants discussed approaches to
supporting and empowering Pakistan's female
police forces. This is the second year that the
United States has recognized the work of Pakistan's
police women during International Women's Day.
"You are breaking the barriers of traditional models
and roles in policing," remarked U.S. Ambassador
Richard Olson during the seminar. "With your

and procedures to improve policing in their
communities. The bravery and dedication of the
women seated in this room, rival that of any police
force in the world."
Over the past four years, the United States has
worked with Pakistani law enforcement agencies
to help build capacity and interagency cooperation
through the Police Assistance Program. The
Women's Police Program assists in the professional
development of female police by providing training,
equipment, and infrastructure. The U.S.-funded,
$5 million program provides training in first aid
and investigation skills in Islamabad, Karachi,
Quetta, and Peshawar.
The U.S. government is committed to working
with Pakistan to strengthen law enforcement. In
addition to the Women's Police Program, INL
provides $80-100 million annually to support
Pakistan's civilian law enforcement agencies with
training, infrastructure projects, and equipment.

Haripur, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, March 5, 2013 "The United States understands that Pakistan is
facing an energy crisis and we are committed to
doing our part," said Ambassador Olson during his
visit to Tarbela. "The work completed here at
Tarbela contributes enough electricity to supply
two million customers, and helps provide relief to
those suffering from extensive power shortages,"
he said.
WAPDA Chairman Syed Raghib Abbas Shah said
that he appreciates the support of the United States
to the energy sector in Pakistan.
To increase production of electricity at Tarbela, the
U.S. Agency for International Development
(USAID) provided $16.5 million to the Pakistan
Water and Power Development Authority (WAPDA)
to repair three power generation units and to train
Tarbela's staff to operate the upgraded equipment.
Relieving Pakistan's energy crisis is a top priority
for U.S. assistance to Pakistan. In addition to
Tarbela, the United States is also funding other high
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impact projects, such as the rehabilitation of the
Mangla dam, and renovation of thermal plants at
Jamshoro, Guddu, and Muzaffagarh, which have
already added over 650 megawatts since October
2009. The U.S. government is also co-financing
the completion of the Gomal Zam and Satpara dams
which will add another 35 megawatts and irrigate
more than 200,000 acres. Finally, the U.S. is helping
to replace thousands of highly inefficient agricultural
and municipal water pumps throughout the country
to save additional megawatts. These projects are
expected to add 900 megawatts to the national
power grid by the end of 2013 -- enough energy to
power two million households and businesses.
- U.S. Ambassador Richard Olson joined WAPDA
Chairman Syed Raghib Abbas Shah to recognize
the completion of the U.S. - funded Tarbela Dam
restoration project. The restoration of three
generators at Tarbela adds 128 megawatts of power
to the national grid.
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Sheep Farmers Increase Incomes By 80% After
USAID's "Best Practice" Business Training

Message
Bridge-US has emerged as an important source of information about US efforts to make
Pakistan a prosperous, better and safe society. To me news like "United States and
Pakistan Announce Funds for Pakistan-U.S. Science and Technology Cooperation, U.S.
Promotes Efficient Water Management in Pakistan, United States and Pakistan Help
Pakistani Farmers Increase Profits through Better Water Management, U.S. Helps
Islamabad Enjoy Better Water Supply, Higher Energy Efficiency and U.S. Provides Grants
to Advocates of Water Rights" are really encouraging. This is a horrifying fact that acolossal
80% of all diseases in Pakistan are caused by contaminated water, which in turn causes
40% of deaths in the country, according to Jehangir Shah, a senior scientific officer at
the Pakistan Council of Scientific and Industrial Research - PCSIR. Any effort to work
towards better water quality, meant to save lives and disease free healthy society. I really
appreciate U.S. efforts.

For Ghulam Shahwani Farooq, a small-scale livestock
farmer from Mastung in Balochistan, his work is more
than a livelihood, it is a legacy. "This herd has been
with our family for generations," said Farooq, speaking
about the 300 head of Baloch-breed sheep in his
family's herd. "We Balochis grow up watching our
fathers and mothers care for our sheep. In return, we
get milk, wool, meat, and a lot of warmth from our
herds." Farooq wants to pass this family tradition on
to his children, which is why he traveled to Australia
in January for a three-week study tour sponsored by
the U.S. Agency for International Development
(USAID) to learn modern farming practices, increase
his income, and ensure that he can pass the family
livestock business on to the next generation.
More than 40% of Balochistan's economy relies on
sheep and wool. But despite its vast importance to the
province's economy, the sheep-growing sector is still
mainly using traditional, centuries' old techniques.
There is significant demand in other provinces of
Pakistan for the wool from Balochistan to use in carpets
and blankets, and Baloch farmers are eager to tap into
that huge market. The USAID-funded Balochistan
Agriculture Project helps these farmers along the
border with Afghanistan to increase their incomes by
modernizing their farming activities. Farooq's study
tour was part of that project. During their visit, Farooq
and other Baloch sheep farmers were introduced to
Australian sheep farmers, who are leaders in the global
sheep and wool marketplace. They had opportunities
to learn about international industry best practices and
experiment with modern equipment.
Farooq was most fascinated by the activities that add

Dr. Tahir Rafique is a PhD in Analytical Chemistry. He is a Senior Scientific Officer
at The Pakistan Council of Scientific and Industrial Research (PCSIR). His published
research included "Impact of Seawater on the Distribution of Fluoride and Other
Ions in the Groundwater, Lithological influences on occurrence of high-fluoride
groundwater, Geochemical factors controlling the occurrence of high fluoride
groundwater, Fluoride ion contamination in the groundwater, Determination of
Essential, Trace and Toxic Elements in Hair Samples of Night Blinded Patients
Verses Normal Subjects" and more. He has participated in many international
seminars and collaborated with some of the prestigious universities. His research
has been funded by Pakistan Science Foundation (PSF), Japan Water Forum and Trust for Voluntary Organizations.
His completed projects included: Investigation on Groundwater Nitrate Contamination, Groundwater Microbiological
Appraisal, Study of Health and Environmental Impacts of High Fluoride Groundwater, Hydro geochemical Studies
and Development of DE fluoridation Technology for Fluoride-Rich Groundwater, and Geochemical Studies of Some
Selected Clays. He is affiliated with Chemical Society of Pakistan and Young Water Action Team Netherlands. He
has been honored on many occasions on federal, provincial and organisational level. He has also been an editor
to various publications. "Pacific Basin Consortium on Environment and Health,

value, which Australians apply to the wool after the
sheep are sheared, such as washing, sorting, and bailing.
Currently in Balochistan this value-adding work is
done in other provinces, but Farooq thinks that by
undertaking these simple processes in their homes
instead of having them done elsewhere, the families
of Bloch shepherds can increase their household
incomes. "We have to adopt this system in Balochistan,"
Farooq declared. Farooq also plans to implement this
and other lessons - such as battery-operated shearing,
baling, and primary grading based on color - at his
farm. The USAID-funded Balochistan Agriculture
Project has already helped introduce all of these
innovations to several other farms. Once these advances
are combined with direct marketing training, these
improvements have resulted in approximately an 80%
increase in income for the farmers adopting these
advanced business practices.
The U.S. is committed to working with Pakistan
toward a brighter economic future. More jobs and
higher incomes, particularly among the 45% of the
population employed in agriculture, are essential for
prosperity to reach all Pakistanis. This initiative is just
one part of a comprehensive U.S. economic growth
assistance program for Pakistan which includes
expanding irrigation by more than 200,000 acres near
the Gomal Zam and Satpara dams; constructing more
than 1,000 km of roads to connect communities and
facilitate trade; modernizing dairy farms in Punjab;
and launching private equity investment funds to help
small and medium businesses grow.
To learn more, see: http://goo.gl/paVdH.

U.S. Ambassador Olson Visits Northern Sindh: U.S. Provides Grants to Advocates of Water Rights
USAID Invests $10 Million to Build Jacobabad Multan, March 07, 2013 - "USAID is committed to supporting citizens to engage with their government
in the development process," said Mr. Jock Conly, USAID Mission Director, at the conference. He
Institute of Medical Sciences
added, "Pakistan has a vibrant civil society and USAID is pleased to provide resources to support
Jacobabad, February 13, 2013 - U.S. Ambassador Richard Olson, United States Agency for
International Development (USAID) Director Jock Conly, and the U.S. Consul General in Karachi
Michael Dodman, joined by Sindh Minister for Health Dr. Sagheer Ahmed and Sindh Minister
for Rehabilitation Muzaffar Shujra, attended a groundbreaking ceremony to officially initiate
construction of the Jacobabad Institute of Medical Sciences, a state-of-the-art hospital. USAID
is investing $10 million to build the Jacobabad Institute of Medical Sciences and expand access
to quality health care services for the residents of Jacobabad, Sindh, and Balochistan.
Ambassador Olson said, "The United States is committed to working with the Government of
Pakistan to carry out innovative health projects, which strengthen the health care system in
Pakistan. We are delivering on that commitment today by launching construction of the new
Jacobabad Institute of Medical Sciences. This hospital will help the residents of Jacobabad, Sindh,
and Balochistan lead healthier lives and reach their full potential by significantly expanding their
access to high quality health care services."
The Jacobabad Institute of Medical Sciences will provide 133 beds and offer outpatient treatment,
emergency, and diagnostics facilities as well as specialized services in its Mother and Childhood
Center, Intensive Care Units, and surgical facilities. The hospital's electrical power system is
powered by solar energy with standby generators to ensure that the life-saving work performed
by doctors, nurses, and other health professionals is not disrupted.
This groundbreaking ceremony was part of Ambassador Olson's two-day visit to Northern Sindh.
During his visit, Ambassador Olson is meeting with student, civil society, business, media, and
political leaders in Northern Sindh.

advocacy for reform, especially when it comes to the important issue of water."
Mr. Zia ur Rehman, Chief Executive of Awaz Foundation, expressed gratitude to the people of the United
States for providing assistance to address important issues in Pakistan.
The USAID-funded Awaz project continues efforts to improve water rights by creating networks of
advocates who support small farmers interests, as well as mediate conflict that arise as a result of water
issues. These networks bring together local and national civil society groups, media, lawyers, and private
businesses to discuss mutually beneficial solutions to the common challenges they all face.
The Citizens' Voice Project, implemented by the Trust for Democratic Education and Accountability, is
a $45 million endeavor that aims to improve engagement between citizens and state institutions in order
to promote good governance in Pakistan. To date, the project has awarded grants to 58 civil society
organizations in Pakistan working in areas as diverse as energy, water rights, education, municipal
services, tax sector, legislative governance and local governments. The project has recently announced
100 grants worth $2.5 million to strengthen citizens' voice for free, fair and peaceful elections.
The United States government, through the United States Agency for International Development (USAID),
organized a water rights conference on March 5 to encourage farmers to become advocates for important
water policy reform. The USAID Citizen's Voice Project has provided assistance to Awaz Foundation
in Multan to improve citizen oversight of water management. Water issues are serious for Pakistani
farmers in particular. These issues require special attention to avoid resource-based conflicts, foster
agriculture development through equitable distribution of water resources, and more generally to boost
the economy.

U.S. Helps Millions of Young Pakistanis Unlock Their Full Potential
Shahid Afridi is campaign spokesperson
Peshawar, February 27, 2013 - U.S. Consul
General Robert Reed joined KP Governor
Shaukatullah Khan in a ceremony to launch a
drug prevention awareness campaign in six major
cities of Khyber Pakthunkhwa (KP) Province
(Peshawar, Mardan, Kohat, Charsada, Swat, and
Noweshara). The United States is partnering with
the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime
and Pakistan's Ministry of Narcotics Control in
order to implement this comprehensive awareness
campaign. KP's provincial government, as well
as local NGOs such as the DOST Foundation, are
also contributing to the project.
"Pakistan has a growing population under the age
of 15, which, in combination with economic
challenges and the ready availability of drugs,
makes drug use prevention crucial in controlling

what could be a major health challenge in the
future ," remarked Consul General Reed. "The
United States is committed to working with the
Government of Pakistan and the UN to carry out
comprehensive anti-drug campaigns like this one
that will help millions of young Pakistanis rise as
far as their hard work and talent will take them."
"We have worked in close cooperation with the
governments of Pakistan and the United States to
design and implement a comprehensive approach
to drug prevention," said the United Nations Office
on Drugs and Crime drug demand reduction
specialist Dr. Nadeem Rehman.
Over the next three months, local-language drug
prevention messages will be placed on billboards
at strategic locations, while similar messages are
broadcast over FM radio and local TV. Pakistani
cricket star and UN Goodwill Ambassador Mr.

Shahid Afridi has committed to serve as the
campaign spokesperson. He will encourage youth
to avoid drugs and participate in healthy activities
through the promotion of sports. Fun communitybased activities in schools and colleges will
supplement the anti-drug message. For example,
Shahid Afridi will host a KP province-wide cricket
tournament for young Pakistanis. Qualifying
cricket matches will be held between various
schools and colleges in the six selected campaign
cities. One winning school and college team per
city will be selected to compete in the final
tournament. The players will receive brand-new
cricket uniforms (with pro-sports and anti-drug
messages), anti-drug posters will decorate the
grounds, and young cricketers will take to the FM
radio air waves to drum up excitement for the
tournament, discourage drug use, and broadcast
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positive messages about sports being a fun way
to pursue an active and healthy life style. Major
radio, newspaper, and TV news outlets will be
invited to cover the event. The Ministry of
Narcotics Control will also establish an assistance
hot line to receive questions from the public.
The Drug Prevention Campaign is one of several
projects supported by the U.S. State Department's
International Narcotics and Law Enforcement
Affairs Section of the U.S. Embassy in Pakistan.
In addition to this comprehensive awareness
campaign, the International Narcotics and Law
Enforcement Affairs Section funds over two dozen
drug treatment and rehabilitation centers
throughout Pakistan, while supporting Pakistan's
Anti-Narcotics Force, as well as the KP police,
with training and equipment.

Bridge-US

June, 2013

A Fisherman's Tale: U.S.-Funded Teacher Training Program Changes a Life
One day on the Indus River a fisherman decided to change his life. Imran Ali Mallah had worked
to make ends meet his entire life, working seven days a week in blistering heat and often coming
home empty-handed. Weary of the unpredictability of the fishing trade, and inspired by an advertisement
he saw in the newspaper, Imran decided to become a teacher.
Imran had seen an advertisement for the Associate's Degree in Education Program (ADE), an initiative
of the U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID) that provides training in modern teaching
methods to new and experienced teachers, improving the education of students all over Pakistan.
More than 2600 students are currently enrolled in the two-year ADE program and the four-year
Bachelor of Education (B.Ed.) created through USAID assistance and accredited by the Government
of Pakistan. Additionally, USAID has awarded nearly 1,000 scholarships for B.Ed. and ADE degrees.
The U.S.-funded project works with the federal and provincial governments, the Higher Education
Commission, provincial departments of education, 15 universities, and 75 teacher colleges.
Imran committed himself to this new endeavor. He traveled four hours each day from his home in
Jamshoro to the Provincial Institute of Teacher Education in Nawabshah to pursue his ambition of
becoming a teacher. He received excellent grades, and completed the ADE program.

The United States Trains 150 Teachers
in Azad Jammu & Kashmir

USEFP Accepting
Applications for 2014 Fulbright
Scholarships
At a press conference announcing the 2014
Fulbright Program, U.S. Embassy Public Affairs
Officer Kathryn Schalow said, "We are proud
that Pakistan has the largest Fulbright program
in the world, and also one of the oldest. Our
agreement initiating the program was signed
on September 23, 1950 - and the first Pakistanis
and Americans traveled each way in the same
year. It was one of the very first agreements of
its kind and has since been extended to 155
countries around the world."
The U.S. Educational Foundation in Pakistan
(USEFP) administers the Fulbright Program.
Executive Director Rita Akhtar echoed Ms.
Schalow's sentiments and encouraged students
from all over Pakistan to take advantage of the
Fulbright Program in 2014.
In addition to the approximately 200 who will
depart in the fall of 2013, 391 students currently
study in the United States on Fulbright awards.
This is one example of the U.S. government's
long-term commitment to the education of
Pakistanis, and to increasing mutual
understanding between both countries. Since
USEFP's inception more than 61 years ago,
nearly 4,000 Pakistanis and more than 800

Americans have participated in USEFPadministered exchange programs. The Fulbright
Program is one of many U.S.-government
funded educational, professional, and cultural
exchange programs that build people-to-people
ties among Americans and Pakistanis.
Women, minorities, people with disabilities,
and students from FATA, Balochistan, and all
of Pakistan's provinces are strongly encouraged
to apply. All disciplines are eligible, with the
exception of the field of clinical medicine.
Applicants studying energy, water, and
agricultural disciplines are strongly encouraged
to apply. More information about this program,
as well as standardized testing and free
educational advising services can be found on
the USEFP website at www.usefpakistan.org.
- The Fulbright Program in Pakistan -- the largest
in the world -- is accepting applications for
2014. The U.S. government's flagship
scholarship program awards deserving Pakistani
students full scholarships covering tuition,
textbooks, airfare, a stipend, and health insurance
to complete their Master's or Ph.D. degrees, in
a field of their choice, in universities across the
United States.

U.S. Ambassador Olson Honors
Pakistan's Police Heroes
To honor the thousands of Pakistani police and
law enforcement officials who have lost their
lives in the line of duty, U.S. Ambassador
Richard Olson laid a memorial wreath at the
National Police Martyrs' Monument in
Islamabad. Ambassador Olson was joined by
Deputy Inspector General of the Islamabad
Capital Territory Police, Sultan Temuri, and
other Islamabad police officials.
"In Pakistan today, nearly half a million police
and law enforcement personnel risk their lives
to protect the safety of others," said Ambassador
Olson in remarks at the monument. "It is an
honor to be here and pay tribute to their
extraordinary bravery and to remember the
heroes who have laid down their lives in pursuit
of a safer, more peaceful, and more just society,"
he added.
Ambassador Olson recounted how, since the

Today, Imran's future looks secure. Instead of toiling each day on his boat, he teaches young people,
and hopes that they too will have the opportunity for a better future. "Changing the mindset of the
youth toward learning and success is very important for the citizens of our country," said Imran. "It
enables personal growth. I hope to pass on this beacon of knowledge."
Imran credits the U.S.-funded education program with his success. "The ADE program has been a
source of inspiration," says Imran. "It enabled me to switch my profession from fishing to teaching.
With its advanced teaching methods, it has brought classrooms to life, which has made both teachers
and students open to change."
ADE is just one of the many U.S.-funded projects that help millions of Pakistani children unlock
their full potential. The United States is launching new degree programs in education at 90 teacher
colleges and universities, and is also building new applied research centers at Pakistani universities
that focus on energy, water and agriculture. More than 10,600 low-income students attend college
in Pakistan with U.S.-funded scholarships. To learn more about the ADE program, or to apply, see:
http://www.pakteachers.org/

founding of Pakistan in 1947, over 6,000 police
and law enforcement officials had been killed.
He also recognized the more than 200 officers
who were killed in the line of duty in 2012.
Ambassador Olson said the United States would
continue to support the policing agencies of
Pakistan as they work to safeguard citizens,
promote the rule of law, and bring justice to all.
He closed by saying that the loyalty, sacrifice,
dedication, and courage of all the men and
women serving in the police of Pakistan will
never be forgotten.
The United States is committed to working with
Pakistan to strengthen law enforcement. The
U.S. government's International Narcotics and
Law Enforcement Agency provides $80-100
million annually to support Pakistan's civilian
law enforcement agencies with training,
infrastructure projects, and equipment.

Muzaffarabad, February 19, 2013 - "The United States
government is committed to supporting Pakistan in its
efforts to improve the quality of basic education through
better prepared teachers," remarked Jock Conly, the
USAID Mission Director. "This scholarship program
is yet another expression of the U.S. government's longterm commitment to help build a stronger, more
prosperous and Roshan Pakistan."
Speaking at the occasion, Minister of Education, AJK,
Abdul Waheed Mian thanked the people of the United
States for providing the resources for the scholarship
program that will ultimately improve the quality of
education for thousands of Pakistanis.
This Azad Jammu & Kashmir scholarship program is
part of a larger $75 million USAID Teacher Education
Project. In addition, USAID works closely with the
Government of Pakistan to develop and implement
innovative curricula for two recently-launched degree
programs: a four-year Bachelor of Arts Degree in
Education and a two-year Associate Degree in Education.
A total of 1,900 students across Pakistan will be awarded
scholarships under this project. More than 100
scholarships were awarded to students in Azad Jammu

and Kashmir previously.
The USAID basic education program seeks to bring 3.2
million children to reading at or above grade level over
the next five years by improving instructional quality
and strengthening education systems. USAID works
to increase the number of children learning to read by:
transforming the way teachers teach; promoting active
community involvement in school governance;
reforming government institutions; and promoting
public-private partnerships.
This Azad Jammu & Kashmir scholarship program is
just one part of a comprehensive U.S. education
assistance program which includes building or
rehabilitating nearly 800 schools; launching new degree
programs in education at 90 teacher colleges and
universities; providing scholarships for 12,000 students
to study in Pakistan; and operating the largest Fulbright
academic exchange program in the world.
- The U.S. Agency for International Development
(USAID) Mission Director Jock Conly and Minister of
Education, Jammu and Kashmir (AJK), Abdul Waheed
Mian, awarded scholarships to150students studying
education from AJK University in Muzaffarabad.\

U.S. Ambassador Richard Olson Highlights
U.S. Commitment to Pakistan During Peshawar Visit
Ambassador Olson tells KP government officials that
the United States remains committed to expanding
economic opportunities and combating terrorism in KP
and FATA
Peshawar, February 12, 2013 - U.S. Ambassador Richard
Olson affirmed the importance of the U.S.-Pakistan
relationship during his visit to Peshawar. He highlighted
U.S. assistance to Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and FATA,
including projects to rebuild infrastructure and improve
livelihoods in the region, and praised U.S.-Pakistan
cooperation in countering violent extremism.
Ambassador Olson told KP Governor Shaukat Ullah
Khan and Chief Minister Ameer Haider Khan Hoti that
the United States is committed to a cooperative and
long-term partnership with Pakistan. "Our assistance
to Pakistan is a tangible sign of our long-term investment
in the future of this country," said Ambassador Olson.
The United States is currently funding the reconstruction
of the Peshawar-Torkham Highway, a vital and historic
trade route that will support regional commerce for

Page 5

generations to come, as it has for centuries past. The
United States has built over 650 kilometers of roads
primarily in the Federally Administered Tribal Areas,
completed 2,000 small projects designed by local
residents throughout the FATA and KP (including water
system improvements, school rehabilitations, and
irrigation canal projects), and pledged to help local
officials increase educational and economic opportunities
in the region.
In these meetings with Chief Minister Hoti and Governor
Khan, Ambassador Olson underlined the importance
of the ongoing cooperation between the United States
and Pakistan to combat terrorism. "The United States
recognizes the enormous sacrifices made by the people
of Pakistan, especially your security forces. We will
continue in our joint efforts to counter extremism,
combat terrorism, and protect both our peoples from
the scourge of senseless violence," Ambassador Olson
said.

Message
Its good know that U.S. is helping Pakistan in many sectors.
What I really want to see that the United States is helping Pakistan
to access more textile markets within the USA and in international
markets through trade agreements. Textile is the back bone of
our country's economy and it would help all the interrelated
businesses. It would create jobs and reduce poverty. I am glad
that Bridge-US is giving us opportunity to get our message out.
Mr. Muhammad Ayub is a businessman dealing in textile chemicals. His business
is located in Joudria Bazar, Karachi.
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