Hispano HA-200 Saeta “ Casa” or “Arrow”
The Hickory Aviation Museum’s HA-200 Side # N4551W is
owned by the City of Hickory. It is a rare Willy Messerschmitt
designed aircraft. Additionally, it’s one of two non-US aircraft
the museum possesses. Kregg and Kyle Kirby coordinated.

Role

Advanced Jet Trainer

National origin Spain
Manufacturer

Hispano Aviación

Designer

Willy Messerschmitt

First flight

1955

Introduction

1962

Retired

Retired

Status

~15 Still considered airworthy

Primary users

Spanish Air Force
Egyptian Air Force

Number built
Propulsion

212
2 × Turbomeca Marbure VI
turbojet

Unit cost

<$2M 1958

Developed
From

HA-100 Triana

The Hispano HA-200 Saeta was a 1950s Spanish two-seat advanced jet trainer produced by Hispano
Aviación. It was later developed into the Hispano Aviación Ha-220 "Super Saeta" which was given an attack
capability. First flown on 12 August 1955, it was built as both a basic trainer (HA-200A with two pilots in
tandem) and as a light attack aircraft (HA-220, pilot only, equipped with two underwing weapons pylons and
two 7.62mm machine-guns). Thirty "A"-models were delivered to the Spanish air force, which was anxious
to end reliance on foreign imports (principally the T-6 Texan) in the early 1960’s. The Spanish Air Force
designated the trainer the E.14 and the attack version the C.10.
General characteristics
Crew: Two
Length: 8.92 m (29 ft 3½ in)
Wingspan: 11.02 m (36 ft 2 in)
Height: 3.26 m (10 ft 8 in)
Wing area: 17.40 m2 (187.2 ft2)
Empty weight: 1,990 kg (4,378 lb)
Gross weight: 3,450 kg (7,590 lb)
Powerplant: 2 × Turbomeca Marboré VI
turbojet, 4.8 kN (1,058 lbf) thrust each

Performance
Maximum speed: 805 km/h (500 mph)
Cruising speed: 600 km/h (373 mph)
Range: 1400 km (870 miles)
Service ceiling: 13000 m (42,650 ft)
Rate of climb: 17.0 m/s (3,345 ft/min)
Armament
Underwing hardpoints
Provision for 20mm cannon in fuselage
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Hispano HA-200 Saeta “ Casa” or “Arrow”
Design and Development
The HA-200 Saeta (Arrow) was the first Spanish turbojet aircraft. It was designed by Willy Messerschmitt as
the earlier piston-powered trainer HA-100 Triana. The HA-200 was a low-winged monoplane of all metal
construction, with a tricycle undercarriage. It was powered by two Turbomeca Marboré mounted side byside in the forward fuselage and fed from an intake in the nose, exhausting from nozzles just aft of the wing
trailing edge. The crew of two was accommodated in tandem in a pressurized cockpit, the first to be Spanish
built and designed.
The prototype first flew on 12 August 1955, and the first production aircraft flew in October 1962. The HA200A aircraft were delivered to the Spanish Air Force with the designation E.14. A single seat version (the
HA-220) for the ground-attack role was developed and delivered to the Spanish Air Force with the
designation C.10, first flying on 25 April 1970, remaining in service until the end of 1981.
The aircraft was built in Egypt under license as the Helwan HA-200B Al-Kahira by the Helwan Air Works.
Operational History
In 1970, the HA-200 replaced the aging CASA 2.111 (a Spanish development of the Heinkel He-111) in
Escuadrón 462 on the Canary Islands. From there they flew on detachments to Spanish Sahara. Late in 1974,
during the Polisario uprisings, the planes flew their first combat missions. Polisario Front guerillas
ambushed a police patrol from higher ground and caves, and held them pinned from their protected
positions. Several T-6Ds with machine guns and a couple of UH-1 helicopters strafed the Polisario positions
but with little effect. Very soon the first two Saetas arrived with 2.75" FFARs. Diving at a 45 degree angle
toward the cave entrances, the stability of the HA-200 design proved itself without a doubt, as the rockets
were observed flying straight into the caves. Following the initial rocket attacks, ground troops attempted to
take the caves, but were pushed back.
The next morning, the Saetas arrived once more, in the company of more T-6s and UH-1 troop carriers. The
attack pattern from the previous day proved itself once more, with a Forward Air Controller ordering fire
where it would be most useful. Rockets entered the caves through the 5–10 foot entrances, with very few
missing their target. It seems one of the rockets set off some mortar rounds, as there were several very large
explosions. Soon, ground troops once again attempted to take the caves, but this time there was hardly any
resistance. Most of the guerillas had been killed by the rockets from the Saetas.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hispano_HA-200#Operational_history

Property of The Hickory Aviation Museum (HAM)

