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Ed i tor  's Desk

Dear  fr iends,

             ?Staying posi t ive does not m ean everyth ing wi l l  turn 
out okay. Rather , i t  m eans you wi l l  be okay no m atter  how 
th ings turn out.? ? Unknown. 

           So tr ue and very m uch apt in  these t i r ing t im es.

Stay safe ,stay heal thy !
Regards

Bhavna Botta

http:/ /www.connectspecial .in /
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SWIn n ovat i ve i deas
Accessi bl e K eyboar d  Br eak thr ough: Tap an d  W ear abl e 

K eyboar ds

Recent developm ents have added yet another  incredible 
and versat i le opt ion for  those seek ing an accessible 
keyboard: A tap keyboard f i ts around the user?s f ingers, 
which is connected through f ive r ings and only r equires 
l im ited f inger  m ovem ent and the use of one hand. Tap 
keyboards tr ansform  any sur face in to a keyboard you can 
?type? on.

The com pany leading the charge with the innovation is 
Tap, who crowd funded the wearable, brass knuck le 
keyboard.

https:/ / youtu.be/gtSQT8lS4vo

Pi ctu r e show s the w ear abl e k eyboar d  on  f i n ger s an d  as the per son  taps on  a tabl e the m essage gets typed  

on  the phon e scr een 

https://www.tapwithus.com/
https://youtu.be/gtSQT8lS4vo
https://youtu.be/gtSQT8lS4vo
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SWGl obal  Sym bol s Boar d  Bu i l der
Com m un i cat i on  Boar ds the easy w ay
Or i gi n al l y  featu r ed  at
ht tp :/ /w w w .accessan d i n cl usi on .n ew s/?ed i t i on _i d=ae30bbc0-c13c-11eb-9af5-fa163ed80008# /

https:/ /www.closingthegap.com /global-sym bols-board-bui lder -com m unicat ion-boards-the-easy-way/

              Sym bol  boards m ade easy now!!! Create boards to 
aid com m unicat ion using thousands of fr ee im ages fr om  
our  l ibrar y, and even your  own. Design, bui ld, save and pr in t 
com m unicat ion boards on l ine. The best par t  is everyth ing 
is stored safely in  your  Global  Sym bols account, thus 
helping The cr eator s to m anage and publ ish Sym bol  
Sets,For  com m un i cator s to exchange pictures to create 
conversat ions and For  ever yon e to discover , m ix, m atch 
and m ake sym bol  use personal .
https:/ / youtu.be/_d0PjCq3KfM

        

Pi ctu r e show s  12 gr i d  col ou r  p i ctu r e sym bol  boar d

http://www.accessandinclusion.news/?edition_id=ae30bbc0-c13c-11eb-9af5-fa163ed80008#/
https://www.closingthegap.com/global-symbols-board-builder-communication-boards-the-easy-way/
https://youtu.be/_d0PjCq3KfM
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SWOne can m ake Com m unicat ion boards the easy way to aid 
com m unicat ion with thousands of fr ee im ages. Everyth ing 
is stored safely in  your  Global  Sym bols account.One can 
star t  wi th a tem plate or  m ake own layout. Quick ly f ind the 
sym bols you need by searching thousands of fr ee im ages 
fr om  popular  sym bol  sets on Global  Sym bols. Store your  
own photos and im ages in  Board Bui lder  and use them  
throughout your  boards. Custom izat ion of boards with 
your  favor i te color s and prefer red fonts gives easy access. 
Easi ly r e-ar range boards and l ink  between boards to create 
com m unicat ion books .

         Create your  own sym bols in  seconds by com bin ing 
shapes, text, sym bols and even your  own pictures.Quick ly 
conver t boards to PDF so they can be easi ly shared with 
anyone.Pr in t boards to your  prefer red paper  size, im por t 
and expor t boards in  OBF and OBZ form ats.

Picture on left   shows that the 
com m unicat ion board can be shared by m ai l  
and also downloaded and pr in ted

Picture on r ight shows the edi t ing features 
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Voi ce over
                                              Voice over  is an industr y?leading 
screen reader  that descr ibes exact ly what?s happening on 
your  device. Auditor y descr ipt ions of on screen elem ents 
help you easi ly navigate your  screen through a Blue tooth 
keyboard or  sim ple gestures on a touchscreen or  
tr ackpad. And with un ique rotor  gestures that funct ion 
l ike a dial  on the tr ackpad, you can m ake content such as 
websi tes a breeze to browse.

                                          VoiceOver  also gives descr ipt ions in  
brai l le and m akes work ing in  brai l le easier  and m ore 
eff icient. You can use a refreshable brai l le display 
connected via Blue tooth to your  Apple device or  enter  
brai l le dir ect ly on the touchscreen using Brai l le Screen 
Input. 

                                   Brai l le is autom atical ly conver ted to text 
in  an on screen panel  display on M ac so sighted people 
can fol low along with Voice Over  descr ipt ions. And with 
over  70 refreshable brai l le displays com patible with iOS 
and iPadOS, and over  100 with m acOS, you can f ind the 
r ight brai l le exper ience for  you .
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SWEyes Fi r st  Gam es Now  Avai l abl e, Pl ay w i th  You r  Eyes!

                                Eyes Fir st gam es on M icrosoft  Store for  
W indows, including Ti le Sl ide, M atch Two, Double Up, and 
M aze. W ith th is r elease, people can now play the Eyes Fir st 
gam es on W indows 10 PC using their  eyes.

                               These gam es are powered by W indows 10 
eye tr ack ing APIs and can be used with or  wi thout 
W indows 10 Eye Control , a key accessibi l i ty feature for  
people with speech and m obi l i ty disabi l i t ies.

                            
                              Download the fr ee gam es today. Chal lenge 
yoursel f to com plete the Ti le Sl ide puzzle in  the fewest 
num ber  of m oves; exercise your  m em ory playing M atch 
Two; sharpen your  m ath and strategic th ink ing playing 
Double Up; and see how fast you can get your  lost puppy 
hom e, without gett ing lost yoursel f, in  the M aze. Com pete 
with fr iends and fam i ly for  h igh score honors.
                

             To play Eyes Fir st gam es or  to use W indows Eye 
Control , you need a com patible eye tr acker  device and 
W indows PC with W indows 10 Apr i l  2018 Update (version 
1803) or  newer. These gam es can also be played in  the 
classic ways via m ouse or  touch.

https:/ / blogs.m icrosoft .com /accessibi l i ty/ eyes-f i r st-gam e/

https://www.microsoft.com/store/apps/9NWCSZSD02W3
https://www.microsoft.com/store/apps/9NWCSZSD02W3
https://www.microsoft.com/store/apps/9MWV6CM1LMJH
https://www.microsoft.com/store/apps/9MWV6CM1LMJH
https://www.microsoft.com/store/apps/9PFPV1L0G8GX
https://www.microsoft.com/store/apps/9PFPV1L0G8GX
https://www.microsoft.com/store/apps/9P1D3GNMZX5T
https://blogs.microsoft.com/accessibility/eyes-first-game/
https://blogs.microsoft.com/accessibility/eyes-first-game/
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STORYSIGN
H ELPING DEAF CH ILDREN TO LEARN TO READ

Nom inated for  Chi ldren?s BAFTA in  2019, H uawei?s 
StorySign is a fr ee app designed to help deaf chi ldren learn 
how to read and enjoy bedtim e stor ies and l i terature. The 
app uses a com binat ion of augm ented real i ty and AI to 
tr anslate popular  chi ldren?s books in to sign language 
using Star , the fr iendly sign ing avatar. The pi tch behind the 
StorySign app is to im prove the learn ing exper ience for  
deaf chi ldren who struggle to learn to r ead. The StorySign 
app is avai lable to download fr om  the Google Play Store, 
H uawei App Gal ler y and iOS.StorySign is a fr ee m obi le app 
that aim s to help deaf chi ldren read by tr anslat ing the text 
fr om  selected books in to sign language. 

Picture shows text being h ighl ighted 
along with the words being signed on 
the screen by the car toon character

H OW  STORY SIGN W ORK S

1.A chi ld opens a selected reading book  in  fr ont of them , 
then opens the app and holds the phone over  the page.

2. Star , our  fr iendly avatar , signs the stor y whi le the app 
highl ights each word that she signs.

3. Stor ySign helps chi ldren and their  parents to share the 
m agic of stor y t im e whi le they learn to r ead and sign 
together.
https:/ / play.google.com /store/apps/detai ls?id=com .stor ysign.stor ysign&hl=en_IN&gl=US

https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.storysign.storysign&hl=en_IN&gl=US
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Keezy Classic is a sound-tr igger  
app which al lows for  the 
recording of any sound in to a 
color  palette of 8 colored blocks. 
W hen a block  is pressed, the 
cor responding sound plays. A 
m ajor  benefi t  of Keezy Classic is 
i ts f lexibi l i ty, since the teacher  
can pre-record any instrum ent, 
word, or  sound that m ight be 
needed.

Because Keezy?s UI is so sim ple, i t  is great for  students with 
special  needs who m ay f ind other  apps confusing. A 
teacher  can even color -code sheet m usic for  their  students 
to m atch the color s on the Keezy screen, al lowing for  the 
student to play by color  as a suppor t or  subst i tut ion for  
conventional  notat ion reading.
https:/ / apps.apple.com /us/app/ keezy-classic/ id605855595

Picture shows on screen 8 pre 
recorded color  gr ids  

To read archive edi t ions and to share ,log on to-

http:/ /www.connectspecial .in /

To subscr ibe,share a stor y ,wr i te to

botta.bhavna@gm ail .com

https://apps.apple.com/us/app/keezy-classic/id605855595
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/keezy-classic/id605855595
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/keezy-classic/id605855595
http://www.connectspecial.in/
mailto:botta.bhavna@gmail.com

