00

.

M AGNET NEWS

WHAT’S INSIDE:
Principal’s Ponderings…………….2
Yearbook, Freshman News..……..3
Award, Clubs………………………….4
Maecenas Society…………………..5
Courtyard, Spirit…….……………..6
PTSA Membership Form………….7
Athletics, LA Film Prize…..……..8
Travel Opportunities……………...9
District, State, National PTA….10
PTSA Contacts, Calendar……….11

CONTACT US
Website:
www.caddomagnetptsa.net

Facebook:
Caddo Magnet HS PTSA
https://www.facebook.com/
cmhs.ptsa.1

Newsletter Email:
cmhs.ptsanewsletter@gmail.com

PTSA President’s Email:
northhenrydan@yahoo.com

A Magnet PTSA/FOM Publication

E A R L Y

F A L L

E D I T I O N

S E P T E M B E R

2 0 1 5

A Message from Your PTSA President
It’s hard to believe that,
as I write this, school is
starting its fourth week!
What a whirlwind of activity and excitement as
we started this new year.
PTSA was present at
both parent orientation
meetings (including Great
Expectations) greeting
new families, signing up
new members, and selling
spirit items. Gae Graham
and Christine Reither
(both new to Magnet
themselves) jumped right
in as Freshman Activities
chairmen. They organized
a well-attended New Parent Coffee on the first
week of school. Another
fun event they organized
for the second week of
school was the Freshman
Speed Meet–a great event
where the entire Freshman class was invited.
About 150 9th graders
attended, and everyone
there–including Freshman, upperclassmen, parents, and teachers–had a
wonderful time. The next
event on our busy August
calendar was the Jambalaya Dinner and Kick-off
Meeting. Again, we had
about 150 in attendance

for this first ever nighttime event. Dinner was
catered by Tiger Bites,
owned by Julie and Robert Diamond, a Magnet
family. Finally, Back to
School Night was on
Thursday, August 27.
PTSA was present serving dinner to the teachers, signing up new
members, and selling
spirit items. Thank yous
to Terri Holtby and her
volunteers, Eve Albin,
Penny Nowell Brown,
Katie Simpson, Stephanie
Stults, and Laura Smith
for their help.
If you have not joined
PTSA, forms are in the
office. Please join our
group and sign your student up as well. All student members of the
PTSA are eligible for
monthly prize-drawings.
Membership is $10 a
person. If you have
already joined but did
not get your PTSA
school calendar, please
let
me
know
(northhenrydan@yahoo.
com), and I will get a
copy to you.
If you are attending the
LA
Film
Prize

on October 1-4, please
remember to use the
Magnet PTSA code when
purchasing your ticketsVIVAMagnetPTA.
Gregory Kallenberg, the
founder of "the coolest
film festival on the planet"
is generously donating a
portion of the $30 ticket
price to Magnet.
Finally, mark your calendar for Monday, September 14th. Our next general meeting of the PTSA
will be held in the library
at 5:30 pm. Please plan to
attend. After our general
business is conducted,
Beth Woods, owner of At
Home Academy, will discuss test prep for the high
school student.
Until the meeting, "Like"
our Facebook page. We
work to keep it current
with events and items of
interest for our parents.

PAGE

Principal’s Ponderings

2

We are well into the 2015-2016 school year, and we have had a great start.
After attending the Freshman Speed Meet, I am convinced that the Class of
2019 will be outstanding! PTSA and the CMHS Student Council did a
wonderful job.
Back to School night was an enjoyable evening. Many of you noticed that the
courtyard project has started. We finished Phase 1 this summer with the
help of Lydia McClanahan, David Golden of Builder’s Supply, and Mr. Madison
Pierce of Pierce Decorative Concrete. Mrs. McClanahan designed the master plan in 2013 and contributed $5000 towards the project. Mr. David
Golden is a Magnet graduate, class of 1988. His company Builder’s Supply graciously donated $5000 in concrete and materials. Madison Pierce of Pierce Decorative
Concrete did the cement work. Not only did his crew do a great job at a great
price, he actually ended up donating $1500 to the project as well. If you ever need
any type of concrete work done, I recommend his company whole heartedly. Our
project was on the low end of his talents as he specializes in more decorative work.
Phase 2 will consist of adding tables and benches to the area. This will proceed
once we secure the needed funds.
We held our first Yardcrashers work day, and it was well attended. Many students
and parents joined Mr. Knox, Mr. Lerchie, Mrs. Procell, Ms. Reeves, Mr. Stevens,
Mr. Trudeau, and Mr. Wells for a morning of pulling weeds and trimming the sucker
shoots off of the crepe myrtles around campus. Mr. Carey and Mr. Bradley of the
custodial staff also attended the Saturday work session. I think the grounds are
really looking beautiful.
I encourage everyone to get involved with the school. Our Athletic and Performing
Arts events are starting, and it means a lot to the kids when there is a large crowd.
Check out the calendar on our school website (www.caddomagnet.net) for upcoming events. Join the PTSA and Maecenas Society. There are many ways to
volunteer time and talents if you are interested. There is no doubt that your
support takes Caddo Magnet to another level.
As always, thank you for partnering with us in our drive for Excellence in Education!

Michael Ilgenfritz

Senior Class of 2015 - Remaining Cafeteria Funds
Students who have graduated from Magnet High
School and still have money on their cafeteria
account may opt to do one of two things: 1. Transfer
the balance to a younger sibling, or 2. Have the
balance refunded to the parent by check.
Both options must be put in writing by the parent.
Only the parent may request a refund or transfer of
funds. The request should be addressed to:
EARLY

FALL

EDITION

Child Nutrition Program
Attn.: Mary Snowden
1961 Midway Avenue
Shreveport, La. 71103
The letter should include the student's name,
student number, school name, and the parent’s
name, address, and phone number. For any
questions, contact Mrs. Snowden at 603-6333.
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Yearbook Pictures
School wide picture day is scheduled for October 6th, and re-takes will take
place on October 27th. Senior pictures are due to Mrs. Youngblood or to a
senior yearbook staffer by November 15th, at the latest. If you have your
pictures prior to this date please submit them. Mrs. Youngblood's classroom is located at E-106 in the rear of the school if you would like to
personally deliver your photograph. You are welcome to submit digital
copies via email at hyoungblood@caddoschools.org or theodysseystaff@gmail.com. You may also turn in a
photograph by way of a senior staffer, whichever is most convenient.

Freshman News
Speed Meet is now behind us, and, once again, we
would like to thank the Freshman parents for all of
your donations of water, food, gift cards, and time
spent chaperoning and helping out during set up and
clean up. Every little effort was greatly appreciated,
and we believe the Speed Meet was a huge success.
Mr. Ilgenfritz and Mr. Gallant were instrumental in
helping us fine tune the event and organize the cafeteria, along with ROTC students. Both were present
during the event, helped clean up, and were, of
course, last to leave. This is a true testament of their
commitment to the students and the school. Special
“thank you” to Robin Jones, our PTSA president, who
is always there ready to lend a hand and provide guidance.
Our emcee's for the evening were Carrie Anderson
and Sonya Wilson, who not only kept the students in
line, but were quite entertaining and gave the Student
Council ample opportunity to practice their public
speaking skills. Thank you, Carrie and Sonya, and all of
the 14 student council helpers!
Last but not least, thanks to the office staff who gathered the donations, protected those gift cards, and let
us come and go on campus.
Caddo Magnet High School is truly a special place, and
we are happy and proud to be a part of it. We are
looking forward to many great things to come!
What's next? Homecoming!!! More information to
be sent soon.
In appreciation,
Christine Riether & Gae Graham Freshman Activities
Co-Chairs

Talent Show
There is still time to audition for the All School
Talent Show! Pick up application forms outside of
C-1.
Auditions:
Tuesday, September 8
Before and after school in C-1
at 7:30 AM – 8:15 AM & 3:50 PM till finished
Thursday, September 10
Before school in C-1 at 7:30 AM – 8:15 AM
& after school in PAC at 3:50 PM till finished
Talent Show Audition Guidelines 2015:
1. When you go to an audition, you should be
ready to perform.
2. Vocalists must have the music memorized for
the audition.
3. Pianists who are not accompanists must have
music memorized for the audition.
4. Readers & vocalists need to turn in a copy of
the words during the audition.
5. All participants must be CMHS students.
*Some wise advice from Mrs. Morehead: Do
not sing a song because you like it; sing a song
because you sound good singing it!
*Be sure the song or act is appropriate for a
general audience.
Rehearsals will be Monday, September 14 or
Tuesday, September 15 (½ goes Monday and the
other ½ goes Tuesday), and all rehearse on
September 17 and September 18. The show is
Friday, September 18 at 6:30 PM.
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Kris Purdy Clements is one of four science teachers in the state who are finalists for the
Presidential Awards for Excellence in Mathematics and
Science Teaching.
“There are up to five finalists chosen each year for science
and five for math. This year they just chose four in each
subject,” says Mrs. Clements. “Another team of judges will
choose one of the four in science and one of the four in
math to receive the actual Presidential Award of $10,000
and a visit to the White House. Alas, that selection is to be
sometime in 2016 or 2017!”
The eight finalists and the two awardees from 2013 will be
honored at the luncheon at the Governor’s Mansion
on Sept 16.

Key Club News
The Key Club hosted/sponsored the first ever JAM-balaya Music Festival last March. In
addition to seven musical groups (including a faculty band), 14 different student clubs and
organizations participated with food/drink/activity booths, each donating between 10-100%
of their profits to Key Club. All money raised from this festival is earmarked for service
projects with the Valencia Community Center.
In early August, Key Club spent nearly $720 on the purchase of 168 backpacks (from
Walmart). We assisted with the Valencia Community Center's back to school party the
evening of Friday, Aug. 8. Seventeen Key Club members gave up their last Friday evening
before the new school year
to set up games, hand out
backpacks, play with the
neighborhood children, and
clean up afterward. We gave
away every last backpack!
This year's JAM-balaya is
scheduled for the afternoon
of Saturday, October 31.
We are hoping to surpass
last year's fundraising, with
proceeds going to the purchase of even more backpacks, plus some school
supplies to stuff them with.
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Maecenas Society - The CMHS Foundation

The Maecenas Society: The CMHS Foundation was founded in 1995 by a group of visionary parents to
provide financial support to the school by purchasing technology items not covered by the Caddo Parish
budget.
In today's society the use of computer technology has become a vital part of our children's
education. Unfortunately the money that we receive from the parish is nowhere near the amount needed to
provide the latest technology in our classrooms.
Last year when Mr. Ilgenfritz arrived on our campus as our new principal, he spent time assessing our
school's technology needs and developed a master technology upgrade plan to assure that all of our core
subject classrooms have up to date equipment in place to maximize the students' educational experience.
Outlined in this plan, each classroom will be equipped with an interactive SmartBoard, ELMO document
camera/projector, a computer, and the software necessary to run the equipment. As you can imagine, this
kind of upgrade is expensive. It costs $4,500 to equip each classroom. Last year, Maecenas through giving
by parents and supporters was able to provide upgrades to seven classrooms. Along with this vital technology we were also able several items requested by teachers.
This school year is off to a great start! Our faculty is hard at work, and the students are hopefully stepping
up to the challenges that a new school year can bring. However, to meet our school's technology needs, we
still have a long way to go. Teacher requests are already starting to come in, and despite the money donated
last year, we still have over 20 classrooms that are in need of technology upgrades. On Back to School
Night, Maecenas officially kicked off our 2015-16 fund raising campaign. Our fund raising goal is $45,000 for
this year. We will be dedicating 80% of the money we raise this school year, toward the technology upgrade
plan. We will still be taking specific teacher requests, as we have in the past for needed items, with the
other 20% of the money raised. I know that many families will want to support Magnet by becoming a
member of Maecenas.
We have membership levels as follows:
Mustang
$150 - $299
Honor
Cum Laude
$500 - $999
Magna Cum Laude
Summa Cum Laude $4500+ (* adopt a classroom upgrade)

$300 - $499
$1000 - $4399

NOTE: As part of our technology upgrade initiative, corporations or families may adopt a classroom for
$4,500+ donation. A plaque will be placed outside the class to honor the donor. This sponsorship is a great
way to advertise business support of our school, to honor a graduate or alumni, or perhaps as a memorial.
Any money raised will be spent this school year, so our students will be directly impacted this year by your
donation.
Thank you in advance for your generous support of Magnet through membership in Maecenas. The faculty,
administration, and students are all excited about the prospect of having these state of the art instruction
tools to work with. Be a part of bringing this vision to life! Help us reach our goal so that all classrooms
have the new technology
2015-16 Maecenas Board Members
Heather Basinger-President

Gail Brown -Secretary
Steve Brown-1st Treasurer
Santhi Letchuman-2nd Treasurer
Robin Jones, Heidi Kallenburg, Tammie Lowe, Dalton Ross, Laura Smith,
Sheila Tolliver, Seema Warar, Freda Zabaneh
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The Courtyard Upgrade project is underway! A beautiful concrete walkway is in place,
and the students have enjoyed eating lunch on
it during the beautiful, sunny days we have
had. Phase II of the project is installing benches and tables in the grassy areas. If you would
like to donate to this effort, the students
would be grateful to have places to sit--other
than the ground--during lunch. Any amount is
appreciated. You may mail or send a check to
the school made to CMHS and clearly marked
"courtyard." Steel, poly coated benches of
the same style and quality as other places on
campus are $500. Help us make this happen!

Show Your Magnet Spirit
Sprint for the Seals Spirit Club is throwing their first tailgate of the year, September 17th!
Magnet High plays against Northwood in the first ever volleyball game at held at CMHS.
There will be live music, free snacks, and bottled water! The event is free to all! The tailgate will begin at 4:15 pm, followed by the junior varsity playing at 5:30 pm, and varsity
playing after at 6:30 pm in Magnet's gym. All CMHS students with their ID get in free! The
cost for adults is $5, and students from other schools with ID, $3. Come and support your
Lady Mustang Volleyball team and the Sprint for the Seals Spirit Club! If you would like to
help, please contact Nicole Ayers (nlayers@caddoschools.org) or Amanda Dolph
(ajdolph@caddoschools.org) for further information .

Student Council

Student Council's 9th grade Membership
Drive will be September 28th - October
2nd. Student Council (StuCo) welcomes
the first 50 ninth graders who meet the
application requirements. StuCo Application packets will be available in Ms. Anderson's room T-3 starting on Friday, September 25. Students will receive more information about the StuCo 9th grade
Membership Drive through their English
classes.
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Tennis Fundraising

Golf size umbrellas with the Caddo Magnet
mustang logo are available from Ms. Addington in C-12 for$20.00. Support Magnet
Tennis!
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2015-2016 PTSA MEMBERSHIP FORM
Membership for students, parents and faculty is only $10.00 per person!

STUDENT(S) NAME: __________________________________ GRADE(S): ________________
Membership #1:
Circle One: Mother Father Grandparent Student Faculty Other

Magnet Alumni: Yes / No

Name:____________________________________ *Email ____________________________________________
Home Phone:______________________________ Cell Phone:_________________________________________
Address:_____________________________________________________________________________________
Street
City
Zip

Membership #2:
Circle one: Mother Father Grandparent Student Faculty

Other

Magnet Alumni: Yes / No

Name:____________________________________ *Email ____________________________________________
Home phone:_______________________________ Cell Phone:________________________________________
Address:_____________________________________________________________________________________
Street
City
Zip
*Emails are used to send out PTSA Newsletter and PTSA announcements
ADDITIONAL MEMBERSHIP NAMES:

CIRCLE TYPE OF MEMBERSHIP

_______________________________________ X $10.00

Parent Grandparent Student Faculty

Other

_______________________________________ X $10.00

Parent Grandparent Student Faculty

Other

_______________________________________ X $10.00
Parent Grandparent Student Faculty
TOTAL Number of PTSA Memberships: ___ X $10.00 per membership
= $__________
Total Membership Dues

Other

PTSA/FRIENDS OF MAGNET DONATION:

Friends of Magnet Donation $ _________

Our PTSA does not formally fundraise. Additional donations are used to by
our PTSA to purchase classroom items such as books, headsets, TVs, software,
science lab materials and many other items that benefit our teachers and
students.
Levels of Membership:

$ _________

Red and Yellow:

$250.00

Yellow:

$100.00

Total Amount Due

$ _________

Make check payable to CMHS PTSA
Bring to School Office or Mail to:
1601 Viking Dr.
Shreveport, LA 71101
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Lady Mustang Volleyball Team Schedule
Date

VS

Time

Place

September 10

Loyola

4:30/6

Loyola

September 15

Airline

5:30/6:30

Airline

September 17

Northwood

5:30/6:30

Magnet

September 19

Tournament

TBD

Ruston High School

September 22

BTW

5:30/6:30

Magnet

September 24

Captain Shreve

5:30/6:30

Captain Shreve

September 29

Ruston

5:30/6:30

Ruston

October 1

Byrd

5:30/6:30

Magnet

October 3

Tournament

TBD

Leesville High School

October 6

Haughton

5:30/6:30

Haughton

October 7

Airline

5:30/6:30

Magnet

October 13

Northwood

5:30/6:30

Northwood

October 15

BTW

5:30/6:30

BTW

October 20

Shreve

5:30/6:30

Magnet

October 22

Ruston

5:30/6:30

Magnet

October 27

Byrd

5:30/6:30

Byrd

October 29

Haughton

5:30/6:30

Magnet
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Calling All Adventurers! This Trip Will Change Your Life.
Costa Rica: Adventure Coast to Coast, May 30-June 7, 2016
*The travel dates have changed to next summer!
Imagine flying suspended from wires
through a cloud forest, or playing soccer with
locals, or braving rapids in a rain forest river, or
horseback riding on the beach. Next summer
make these images a reality. I am taking students,
parents, and teachers to Costa Rica for an
"Adventure Coast to Coast." The price of the trip
includes all transportation, lodging, meals, and
excursions. Travelers will be challenged physically,
mentally, and emotionally. Past travelers say that
one can’t help but be changed for the
better. Travelers become more sensitive about
the environment, more empathetic to the Tico
people, and more aware of their own
strengths. This trip is not about solitary experience; it is about the teamwork; we will support
each other in adventure. Please contact with me for more information: cand318@gmail.com. I will be happy
to send you an electronic brochure which outlines the itinerary, costs, and other important information.
Carrie Anderson

Morehead’s Insider Italy - Trip of a Lifetime!
Spring Break 2016 - March 28 - April 5
I have designed this trip for artists, writers, and history buffs! Artists will take a charcoal lesson
and meet with local artists. Writers: Where could you be more inspired to write than in Italy? I
am working on writers for you to visit. History lovers: Learn from our expert in Italian
history! Just want to explore? There is more than you have time for!
Florence nurtured the incredible artistic, literary, and political talents of Michelangelo, Dante, Boccaccio, Giotto, Donatello, Botticelli, Leonardo, Cellini, and Machiavelli. Every street seems to hold
a surprise as we view incredible art or shop for treasures. Our next city will be Assisi, a short stop
to see the Basillica of St Francis and the famous paintings of Giotto. Back on the bus, we will head to Rome where we
can eat homemade gelato -- the best ice cream in the world -- walk in the steps of Julius Caesar, experience the beauty
of the Renaissance, and enjoy modern Rome. What a trip! For More Information, see Mrs. Morehead, Coach
Candiloro, Mrs. Alexander, or Mrs. Stallcup.

Peru

Interested in traveling to PERU during the Spring break 2016? Curious to visit the ancient ruins of Machu Picchu of the fantastic
Incan civilization? Ride the train through the incredible Andes? Raft down the Urubamba river? Hike through the area? See Cuzco,
the city, not the movie!
For more information go to Explorica.com and click tours Addington-5355
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Caddo District PTA
Save the date for the next Caddo District PTA General
meeting on Thursday, October 15, at the Caddo Parish School
Board beginning at 9:30 am. All PTSA members, officers, school administrators, or other interested persons are welcome. Also, please
join us on Wednesday, September 9, for Hands-Free Day. Observe
a day of driving to and from work or school with zero distractions
from your mobile phone. More information here or
www.handsfreeday.com.
Also, don’t forget to participate in the Safety Drawing, My
Louisiana Essay, and Reflections Program. The first deadline is October 8 for Safety Drawing, with My Louisiana Essay and Reflections
entries due November 12. Go to www.caddodistrictpta.org for
information.

Louisiana PTA
This year’s state PTA convention will be April 21 - 23, 2016, at
the Ramada Lafayette Conference Center.
Save the date and makes plans to join your
state leadership for an engaging and fun time.

The Mission of the PTSA
PTA serves as:
 A powerful voice for all children
 A relevant resource for families and
communities
 A strong advocate for the education
and well-being of every child
Why Join the PTSA
 Get Connected
There is no better way to know
what is happening in your school
 Tap Into a Network
PTA functions are opportunities to
meet other parents and teachers,
building rapport and discussing
issues that are important to you
 Be a Role Model
By becoming a PTSA member, you
will be demonstrating to your child
the importance you place on
education
 It Makes Great Things Happen

Sign Up for Gmail Announcements
Want to receive the school announcements and the
counselors’ newsletter via email? Sign up by going to
the PTSA website at caddomagnetptsa.net and
CLICK TO SIGN UP FOR EMAIL ALERTS.

National PTA
The search is on for the future National PTA Reflections theme. One exceptional concept
may be chosen to inspire thousands of students across the nation and in American schools
overseas to create original works of art in dance, film, literature, music, photography, and
visual arts.
The Theme Search Contest Winner receives $100 and recognition at the Annual National
PTA Convention. Past themes are not considered. For additional guidelines and instructions
on how to enter, contact your state PTA. Questions? Email reflections@pta.org or call (800)307-4782.

The Magnet PTSA’s goal is to give all
Magnet families access to information and news
that will help keep everyone
informed about our school and its PTSA.
CADDO PARISH MAGNET HIGH SCHOOL
1601 VIKING DR.
SHREVEPORT, LA 71101
(318) 221-2501
magnethighschool@gmail.com

2015-2016 PTSA Executive Board
President | Robin Jones
1st VP | Katie Simpson
2nd VP - Membership | Penny Nowell
3rd VP | Michael Ilgenfritz
Treasurer | Stephanie Stults

caddomagnetptsa.net

Recording Secretary | Tara Hart
Corresponding Secretary/Gmail | Stacey Simpson

Magnet Calendar of Events
September 7:
Labor Day Holiday

September 18:
Talent Show, 6:30 pm, PAC

September 10:
Senior Parent Night, 6 pm, PAC

October 1:
Choir Concert, 6 pm, PAC

September 11-12:
Choir, Orchestra, Band All State Auditions

October 5:
PTSA Meeting, 5:30 pm, Library

September 14:
PTSA Meeting, 5:30 pm, Library

October 8:
Band/Orchestra Concert, 6 pm, PAC

September 15:
Junior Parent Night, 6 pm, PAC

October 9:
1st 9 weeks ends

September 17:
Freshman/Sophomore Parent Night, 6 pm, PAC

October 14:
PSAT Test, PAC

