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OUR WORSHIP TODAY, Independence Day Celebration, July 7th, 2019
GATHERING AND MEDITATION TIME 
Pre-Service Music, Welcome, and Announcements  
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: Pastor Tony
NATIONAL ANTHEM: 605 The Star Spangles Banner
CONFESSIONAL PRAYER, Congregational responses in Bold
Pastor: Lord, we approach your altar with  with love for You and our concern for the 
price you paid for us on the cross. We realize the difficulties that we face, and we 
confess the poor job we have done with our response to your sacrifice.  For that, 
dear Lord, we make our confession to you this day.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot 
free ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by the 
things we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you 
with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the 
sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and 
lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory 
of your holy name. Amen 
ABSOLUTION 
Pastor:   As a result of the love of God, the work of Jesus on His cross, and by the power 
of the Holy Spirit, I, as a called and ordained servant of the Word, and by the authority of 
Jesus Christ, forgive you all your sins in the name of the, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Go 
and sin no more. In the name of Jesus we pray. Alleluia and  Amen. 
ENTRANCE HYMN:  603 Battle Hymn of the Republic
THE PRAYER OF THE DAY (Unison): George Washington, June 14th, 1783  
 Almighty God; we make our earnest prayer that Thou wilt keep the United 
States in Thy holy protection; that Thou wilt incline the hearts of the citizens to 
cultivate a spirit of subordination and obedience to government; and entertain a 
brotherly affection and love for one another and for their fellow citizens of the 
United States at large. 

And finally that Thou wilt most graciously be pleased to dispose us all to 
do justice, to love mercy, and to demean ourselves with that charity, humility 
and pacific temper of mind which were the characteristics of the Divine author 
of our blessed religion, and without a humble imitation of whose example in 
these things we can never hope to be a happy nation. Grant our supplication, 
we beseech Thee, though Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

May the God of our Lord Jesus Christ enlighten the eyes of our hearts, so 
that we may know the hope to which God has called us. Alleluia and Amen. 
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The “Valley Forge Prayer” was created by making changes in the last paragraph of Washington’s Circular  
Letter to the governors of the states, dated June 8 (in some editions June 14), 1783, which Washington at the time 
considered his final statement of political advice to the nation prior to his resignation as General of the 
Continental Army. In the circular letter (anticipating the themes of his Farewell Address of 13 years later), 
Washington urged national unity as the paramount object and concern of Americans.
A READING FROM DR. MARTIN LUTHER'S TREATISE, THE TWO KINGDOMS:

God has ordained the two governments: the spiritual, which by the Holy Spirit 
under Christ makes Christians and pious people; and the secular, which restrains the 
unchristian and wicked so that they are obliged to keep the peace outwardly… The laws 
of worldly government extend no farther than to life and property and what is external 
upon earth. For over the soul God can and will let no one rule but himself. 

Therefore,  where  temporal  power  presumes  to  prescribe  laws  for  the  soul,  it 
encroaches upon God's government and only misleads and destroys souls. We desire to 
make this so clear that every one shall grasp it, and that the princes and bishops may 
see  what  fools  they  are  when  they  seek  to  coerce  the  people  with  their  laws  and 
commandments into believing one thing or another.

Luther forbade Christians from allowing temporal rulers to meddle with their 
hearts in matters of belief, declaring that "if you give into him and let him take away 
your faith and books, you have truly denied God". However, in all temporal matters, 
subjects must obey and welcome true Christian suffering:

We are to be subject to governmental power and do what it bids, as 
long as it does not bind our conscience but legislates only concerning 
outward matters… But if it invades the spiritual domain and constrains the 
conscience, over which God only must preside and rule, we should not obey 
it at all but rather lose our necks.
  Temporal authority and government extend no further than to 
matters which are external and corporeal.
PSALM: Psalm 33:12-22   (ESV) 

       (Recited whole verse by whole verse – Congregation in Bold) 

 Blessed is the nation whose God is the LORD, the people whom he has chosen as 
his heritage! 
  The LORD looks down from heaven; he sees all the children of man; 
 from where he sits enthroned he looks out on all the inhabitants of the earth, 
  he who fashions the hearts of them all and observes all their deeds. 
  The king is not saved by his great army; a warrior is not delivered by his great 
strength. 
  The war horse is a false hope for salvation, and by its great might it 
cannot rescue. 
  Behold, the eye of the LORD is on those who fear him, on those who hope in his 
steadfast love, 
  that he may deliver their soul from death and keep them alive in famine. 
  Our soul waits for the LORD; he is our help and our shield. 
  For our heart is glad in him, because we trust in his holy name. 
  Let your steadfast love, O LORD, be upon us, even as we hope in you. 
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Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. As it was in 
the beginning, is now, and ever shall be; world without end. Amen
EPISTLE LESSON: 1st Peter 2:13-17  (ESV) 

Submission to Authority
  Be subject for the Lord's sake to every human institution, whether it be to the 
emperor as supreme, or to governors as sent by him to punish those who do evil and to 
praise those who do good. 
  For this is the will of God, that by doing good you should put to silence the 
ignorance of foolish people. 
 Live as people who are free, not using your freedom as a cover-up for evil, 
but living as servants of God. Honor everyone. Love the brotherhood. Fear God. 
Honor the emperor. 

Please rise for the Alleluia.

ALLELUIA: Alleluia, Lord to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal 
life, Alleluia.
THE HOLY GOSPEL: John 8:31-38 (ESV) 
The Holy Gospel according to St. , the Chapter. 
Praise to you oh Christ!

The Truth Will Set You Free
 So Jesus said to the Jews who had believed him, “If you abide in my word, you are 
truly my disciples, and you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.” 

They answered him, “We are offspring of Abraham and have never been enslaved 
to anyone. How is it that you say, ‘You will become free’?” 
 Jesus answered them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, everyone who practices sin is a 
slave to sin. The slave does not remain in the house forever; the son remains forever. So 
if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed. 
  I know that you are offspring of Abraham; yet you seek to kill me because my 
word finds no place in you. I speak of what I have seen with my Father, and you do what 
you have heard from your father.” 

This is the Gospel of our Lord.

Glory to you Oh Lord. 

SERMON  “Freedom?”  Pastor Steve Dygert + STS 
SERMON HYMN:  601 America the Beautiful

OUR CONFESSION OF FAITH:   The Nicene Creed ©

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, of 
all things visible and invisible. 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of 
the Father before all worlds; [God of God], Light of Light, very God of very God; 
begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things 
were  made.  “Who,  for  our  salvation,  came  down  from  heaven,  and  was 
incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary, and was made man; and was 
crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate; 
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He suffered and was buried. And the third day He rose again, according to 
the Scriptures; and ascended into heaven, and sits on the right hand of the 
Father; and He shall come again, with glory, to judge the living and the dead; 
whose kingdom shall have no end.

 "And I believe in the Holy Ghost, the Lord and Giver of Life; who proceeds 
from the Father [and the Son]; who with the Father and the Son together is 
worshipped and glorified; who spoke by the prophets. And I believe in one holy 
catholic and apostolic Church. I acknowledge one baptism for the remission of 
sins; and I look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to 
come. Amen." 
THE OFFERING: Offertory - Fairest Lord Jesus – Dean Carson

 As the offering is brought forward, we will sing the Doxology. 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow, Praise him, all creatures here 

below, Praise him above, Ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  
Amen.                       
PRAYERS OF PRAISE: 

Let us Pray: (Prayer Response) Lord in your Mercy: Hear our prayer. 

THE LORD’S PRAYER, PREPARATION OF THE TABLE, WORDS OF 
INSTITUTION, THE DISTRIBUTION 
COMMUNION HYMN:
THE COMMUNION BLESSING :
SENDING HYMN: 600 Eternal Father Strong to Save
ARMY: Lord God, who speaks with voice so clear, AIR FORCE: Lord, guard and guide the men who fly 
Speak that we know that thou art near; Through the great spaces in the sky
Protect your faithful Army friends, Be with them always, in the air
For they have fought, our peace to win; In darkening storms and sunlight fair.
And bless us as we join our hands, Oh hear us when we lift our prayer
With those in peril on the land. For those in peril in the air. 
COAST GUARD: Always ready, strong they stand MARINES CORPS: Eternal Father, grant, we pray
Our Coast Guard helps maintain this land. To all Marines, both night and day
Semper Paratus is their call The courage, honor, strength, and skill
As they shirk self to give their all Their land to serve, Thy law fulfill
In duty tough, demanding, hard' Be Thou the shield forevermore
God guide and bless our Great Coast Guard From every peril to the Corps. 
NAVY: Almighty Father, strong to save,
Whose arm hath bound the restless wave,
Who bidd'st the mighty ocean deep
Its own appointed limits keep:
O hear us when we cry to thee
For those in peril on the sea. 

FINAL ANNOUNCEMENTS,THE AARONIC BENEDICTION: 
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Congregational Song, Let There Be Peace on Earth
Let peace begin with me

Let there be peace on earth Let this be the moment now
And let it begin with me With every step I take
Let there be peace on earth Let this be my solemn vow
The peace that was meant to be To take each moment
With God as our father And live each moment
Brothers all are we In peace eternally
Let me walk with my brother Let there be peace on earth
In perfect harmony  And let it begin with me.

THE DISMISSAL 
P. Go in peace! Serve the Lord!  
C. Thanks be to God 

+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + 
WELCOME TO OUR SAVIOR LUTHERAN!   Thank you for joining us as we worship  of  our Risen Lord and 
Savior Jesus Christ! We are happy you are here! As a kindness to one another, please place your cell phones 
on mute for the time we are together in worship. If you are a visitor, let us know you are here! 

IN OUR PRAYERS: Please use a prayer request card if you have a specific prayer request this morning. It is 
our joy and our privilege to share in these petitions to Almighty God. If  you have them ready before the 
service, hand them to Pastor when you have them completed, otherwise give them to the ushers at the time  
the offering is collected. 

JESUS LOVES YOU MINISTRIES: July is a 5 Tuesday month, and we will be making sandwiches on July 30th.
We Serve Today:
Reader:    Jeanne Keyser                                                        Offering: Dean Carson, Jeanne Keyser
Communion:Sharon Tessmer, Bubbles Burress, Peggie Dygert  Greeter: Cheryl Usowicz

We Serve Next Sunday:
Reader:    Dean Carson                                                           Offering: Dean Carson, Jeanne Keyser
Communion:Sharon Tessmer, Bubbles Burress, Peggie Dygert   Greeter: Cheryl Usowicz

Lead Pastor: Rev. Dr. Steve Dygert Bible Study 1: Summer Recess
Asst. Pastor: Rev Tony Alonzo Pastor’s email:  pastor@oslc-lcmc.com
Our Savior Lutheran Church, LCMC Pastor’s Cell Phone:  (260) 417-3304
14344 Jamison Way Port Charlotte, FL 33953 Worship Time: Sunday 10 A.M
Website:  http://www.oslc-lcmc.com   Bible Study 2: Wednesdays 10 A.M. At OSLC
Office: (941) 249-5108
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