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FROM OUR EDITOR
Well, I knew our mild weather wouldn't last! Now for the
deep freeze. Burr! Even though I've enjoyed going outside without a coat/gloves/boots, I've kind of worried about the plants
out there. Went for a walk in the back yard a couple weeks ago &
saw green stuff that should have been dead long ago. Do our native plants know how to deal with this fluctuating weather? I've
read differing reports, so I guess time will tell. If you've
mulched things down well, & periodically check for heaving, our
native plants stand the best chance because they are more
adapted to our crazy Midwest weather. I just hope that this
late beginning of Winter doesn't mean we'll have a later-thanusual start to Spring!!
How are you spending your Winter? The Greenhouse helps me
from having a completely lazy weekend! It's amazing how the
feel and smell of fertile soil & growing plants can invigorate you.
It's exciting to see signs of plants peaking out & perking up
while there's a windchill of -10 right outside the door! I also get
a particular kind of pleasure digging out moss & lungwort with my
little hors d'oeuvre 'digger'. And by the time the flowers start
blooming - all I can say is WoW! It seems there's something new
to experience each & every week!!

Another thing I'll be starting soon is Winter Sowing. I've
tried this before and have had some success - and am hoping for
even better results after attending Dolly Foster's workshop at
our next meeting. I hope to see you there too!!
Sincerely,
Kim Moor

March Board Meeting
We will be having a Board Meeting after the regular Business Meeting on
March 2, 2019.
We will be discussing strategies for selling merchandise (books, t-shirts,
etc), recruitment opportunities, and upcoming events/projects for 2019.
Officers and Committee Chairs (everyone listed on pg 2 of the Newsletter)
are encouraged to attend, and all other members are welcome. Get your ideas together, plan on sharing, and let us know how you’d like to be involved!

Visit us online at:
http://gw-wildones.org/
New Membership & Renewals:
$40 household - or - $25 student, ltd income

Send check to:

Wild Ones, 2285 Butte des Morts Beach
Rd., Neenah, WI 54956

Mark your check ‘Chapter 38’

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Monthly Meetings are held the first
Saturday of the month at 10:00 a.m. at
Gibson Woods unless otherwise noted.

February 2, 2019
Dolly Foster, WO Member & LCMG
Presenting: Winter Sowing Workshop
Hosts: Steve & Mary Bender
Peggy Foster
March 2, 2019
Drew Hart, US Forest & Daiva Gylys,
Student Conservation Association
Presenting: NWI Community Native
Tree Planting Program
Hosts: Pat Thompson, Kim Moor
April 6, 2019
Plant Sale Preparation
Plant ‘Fashion Show’
Hosts: Dawn Vanzo, Tonia Flowers
May 4, 2019

Plant Sale
Pot Luck
June 1, 2019
TBA
Hosts: Sharon Surdy, Mary Hackett
——————————————
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Join us on Facebook
https://www.facebook.com/
pages/Wild-Ones-Native-PlantsNatural-Landscapes-GibsonWoods-Chapter38/528949993858676

ANNOUNCEMENTS
** WELCOME NEW MEMBERS **
Karin Folta
Cathrine Perrin

2019 Officers
President:
Karl Ackermann
708-790-1322
acks123@sbcglobal.net
Vice –President:
Kim Moor
219-433-5731
kckim10@gmail.com
Secretary:
Tonia Flowers
(219)741-6392
butterflygardentf@gmail.com

Treasurer:
Karl Ackermann
Program Coordinator:
Mickey Taylor
(219)742-2775
micktec24@yahoo.com
Membership Chair:
Pat Rosenwinkel
219-865-2679
patrosen@sbcglobal.net
Newsletter Editor:
Kim Moor
Please email or call in info.
for the Newsletter by the 20th

February Winer Sowing Workshop Do you need plants for your garden or for a plant sale? Need to sow seeds?
Need a way to sow seeds that doesn't turn your dining room/ living room/ laundry room into a messy conglomeration of soil, lights and water stains? Need a
way to start seeds without your kitty eating your sprouts or using the flat as a
litter box? If you answered yes to any of these questions, then Winter Sowing
is the method for you!
A short instructional lecture will be followed by a hands-on workshop on how
to make Winter Sowing containers at the Feb. 2 Wild Ones meeting.
What will be provided: Tools - duct tape – soil – plant markers – seeds.
What you need to bring to participate: 1-2 1-gal. water or milk jugs (rinse
with hot water and soap)
The rest is optional: seeds if you have them - utility knife/ heavy scissors garden gloves.
Please note: This workshop will be about 2 hours long - but will be well worth
the extra time!
If you can’t attend the Saturday meeting, Dolly will be presenting her Winter
Sowing workshop again on Sunday Feb. 3rd at Lake County Extension office
in Crown Point. Registration is required, so call 219-755-3240, or follow this
link:
https://purdue.ca1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_bI0vnAuEFPWS9bD

Plant Sale Update

Corresponding Secretary:
Pat Rosenwinkel
219-865-2679
patrosen@sbcglobal.net

Our May 4, 2019 Plant Sale Flyers are ready to distribute. A copy is enclosed
with the Newsletter, and extra copies will be available at the meeting if you
need some to pass out. Please be sure to tell us of any organizations, businesses, etc. that you will be bringing them to. 2019 plant list will be available soon.

Greenhouse Manager:
Peggy Foster
219-286-3262
omanigetwithit@comcast.net

March Meeting

Education Supervisor, Native
Plant Consultant/Ordering
Joy Bower, Gibson Woods
219-844-3188
Jbower1126@aol.com
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The Student Conservation Association has worked in partnership with
CommuniTree to plant and maintain native trees in the northwest Indiana communities of Hammond, East Chicago, Whiting, and Gary for two years. Come learn
about the strategies and partnerships that help this program be successful.
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JANUARY IN THE GREENHOUSE – Photos by Kim Moor & Dianne Hoffman
We had a great turnout for orientation, and it was great to see many new
members join the ranks! Since then, there has been lots of activity in the
Greenhouse - taking care of our plants. There are already many signs of
Spring. Plants are starting to poke up out of the soil, grasses are starting to
green up. It only gets better & better from here!!

Plants loaded up & ready to go back to the Greenhouse in November.

Waiting for our TLC in January

Orientation Day

Left: Baby it’s cold outside - but warm in the
Greenhouse!!
Right: Before & after.
Happy plants at the
Greenhouse!!
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MOSSES / LIVERWORT / HORNWORT – (Bryophytes)

by Kim Moor

Every year at the greenhouse, we encounter moss & liverwort on many of our plants’ soil. Notice that I said
‘on’ and not ‘in’ the soil. This is because these types of plants don’t have roots. So, basically, they are living
on the top of the soil. I suppose the spores are in the soil, and that’s why even after we dig this stuff out,
sometimes it comes back. Anyway, during every orientation, without fail someone is intrigued by this stuff –
especially the liverwort, so I thought I’d learn a little bit more about them – and share with you what I learned.

Moss

Liverwort

Hornwort

Bryophytes are ancient. Botanists today believe that existing species of liverworts are the direct relatives of
the first plants to evolve. The oldest liverwort fossils date back 472 million years, making them about 100 million years older than the oldest dinosaur fossils.
Ecologically, bryophytes play a vital role in regulating ecosystems. Some bryophyte species are among the
first to colonize open ground. They help break down rock into soil. They stabilize eroding riverbanks, retain
water that would otherwise be lost to evaporation, and provide homes for countless species of microorganism
and invertebrates. They provide an important buffer system for other plants, which live alongside and benefit
from the water and nutrients that bryophytes collect.
Bryophytes are nonvascular plants that are unable to circulate fluid from their stems and leaves. Instead,
they absorb water from the environment around them. They are prevalent on the ground and are known to
grow on rocks and even other plants (now we know why it's so important to get these away from our young
greenhouse plants).
Liverworts and mosses differ in the appearance of their spore-forming structures. Mosses have thin stalks
called seta extending from the ends of leafy branches. Seta bear capsules, which produce spores. Liverworts
(The name comes from the supposed resemblance of a liver; wort is Old English for plant.) have very small,
balloon-shaped spore-producing stages that remain virtually hidden within, and totally dependent upon, the
photosynthetic plant tissues. The third major group of bryophytes is the hornworts. They received this common name because their spore producing structures, called sporangia, are generally long, slender, hornlike,
and without capsules.
More than eighteen thousand different bryophyte species have been identified throughout the world, and
there are perhaps ten thousand species of moss, approximately eight thousand liverwort species, and only a
little more than one hundred species of hornworts.
Sources: http://www.biologyreference.com/Bl-Ce/Bryophytes.html , http://www.newenglandwild.org/blog/liverwort.html/
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Indiana panel adopts rule making invasive
plants illegal

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS
JANUARY 19, 2019 10:05 AM,

BLOOMINGTON, IND.
Indiana conservationists are toasting a state commission's decision to make dozens of invasive plant species
illegal in the state.
The Natural Resources Commission adopted a rule Tuesday that will prohibit and restrict the introduction,
sale, distribution and transport of invasive terrestrial plants into Indiana.
Indiana Native Plant Society President Ellen Jacquart tells The Herald-Times the new rule will apply to 44
highly invasive plant species.
The multi-section rule still needs approval from Indiana's attorney general and Gov. Eric Holcomb, but its
provisions will all likely take effect next spring.
The delayed enforcement will give Indiana's plant nursery industry time to rid its stock of invasive plants.
State officials will be educating 350 growers and 3,500 nursery dealers, and the public, about what plants
will soon be illegal.
—————————————————————————————————————

Leaf Marcescence - NATURALLY CURIOUS WITH MARY HOLLAND
Deciduous trees typically lose all of their leaves by late autumn. However, when snowshoeing or skiing through the woods this time of year, one is
likely to find a scattering of deciduous trees that still have leaves clinging
tightly to their branches. These plants are exhibiting marcescence, the trait
of retaining plant parts after they are dead and dry.
Most deciduous trees form a layer of cells called the abscission layer at
the base of each leaf’s stem, or petiole, where it attaches to the branch. This
layer is composed of thin-walled cells that break easily, allowing the leaf to
drop. A thin layer of corky cells seals the tree at the spot where the leaf was
attached. Abcission layers are not formed on marcescent trees such as oaks
and the American Beech, all members of the family Fagaceae. Therefore,
their leaves do not fall off as readily, and many remain attached through the
winter.

The evolutionary reasons for marcescence are not clear, though theories
include defense against herbivory (e.g. browsing by deer), protection of
leaf buds from winter desiccation, and as a delayed source of nutrients or
moisture-conserving mulch when the leaves finally fall and decompose in
the spring.
Leaf marcescence is most often seen on juvenile trees, and on the lower branches of older trees.
Source & photo: https://naturallycuriouswithmaryholland.wordpress.com/

Volume 20, Issue 2

Page 5

GIBSON WOODS WILD ONES

THINGS TO DO
Programs & Hikes

Call for details & to register 219-844-3188

Gibson Woods

Oak Ridge Prairie

301 South Colfax Street
6201 Parrish Ave.
Griffith, IN 46323
Hammond, IN
______________________

Name that Tune
Wednesdays, Nov 7 - Mar 27
@ Gibson Woods Nature Preserve
Increase your birding lists by enhancing your birding skills! Join
us for this free program Wednesdays from November 7 through
March 27 at 9:30 AM as we familiarize ourselves with the bird
songs we hear in Northwest Indiana throughout the year. No program December 19, 26 or January 2. This program is designed for
adults. Please register by calling 219-844-3188.
———————————

Afterschool in the Woods: Winter Stars of the Sky
February 7, 2019, 4:00 PM - 5:00 PM
@ Gibson Woods Nature Preserve
Cold winter nights are a great time to do some star gazing. Come
learn about some of the winter ‘stars’ of the winter sky and make
and take a stargazing tool of you own. Please register by calling
219-844-3188. No organized groups, please.
———————————

Amphibians and Reptiles of the Calumet Region
Sunday, Febuary 10 at 1 PM
@ Gibson Woods Nature Preserve
The Calumet Region is where the eastern deciduous forest and the
Midwestern prairie meet making the number of amphibians and
reptiles living in here quite large. Alan Resetar, Field Museum
manager of the collections, staff, and volunteers in Amphibians
and Reptiles, will share his love and knowledge of this amazing
group of animals .
———————————

Backyard Bird Count

February 15-18, 2019, 11:00 AM - 4:00 PM
@ Gibson Woods Nature Preserve
Need to get out of the house during these winter days but want to
do something different? Join in a worldwide bird count right from
the bird viewing room at Gibson Woods Friday February 15
through Monday February 18 from 11 AM-4 PM. Stop by any of
these days and simply tally the numbers of the kinds of birds you
see. We have tools for you to use on site. Help learn more about
the birds of our neighborhood. For all ages!
———————————

Full Moon Hike

February 19, 2019, 6:30 PM - 7:30 PM
@ Oak Ridge Prairie
Beat those winter weather blues by taking a hike under the Full
Snow Moon. Program recommended for ages 5 and up. Please
dress for weather. Please register by calling 219-844-3188. No
organized groups, please.
———————————
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Naturally Beautiful Garden Conference
By West Cook Wild Ones
Triton College R Building, 2000 5th Ave, River Grove, IL 60171
Saturday, Feb 16 12:00 pm—5:00 pm
Learn practical strategies to get the garden of your dreams while
saving the planet.
Guest speakers: Claudia West, author of Planting in a Post-Wild
World, and award winning garden designer Ben Vogt, author of A
New Garden Ethic: Cultivating Defiant Compassion for an Uncertain Future.
Contact https://westcook.wildones.org/ for more info.
———————————

Maple Syrup Time

Deep River County Park
9410 Old Lincoln Hwy, Hobart, Indiana 46342
March 9 & 10, and 16 & 17 10 am-4 pm
When you see buckets popping up all over Deep River County
Park you know it’s that time of the year again …. Maple Syrup
Time!!!
Stop by the park for this fun, educational and FREE program
March 9 & 10 and 16 & 17 from 10-4. Staff will be in the park
explaining how we tap our maple trees. Then stop by the sugar
shack and see how we change the sap we have collected into pure
maple syrup. Plus, many other activities throughout the day. The
mill and gift shop will also be open for you to sample and purchase
maple syrup, maple candy and maple tea. For more information
call the park at 219-947-1958.
———————————

Native Plant Talk with Steve Sass
Indiana Dunes National Lakeshore
1215 IN-49, Chesterton, IN 46304
Sunday, April 7, 2019 at 1 pm - 2:30 pm
Join regional botanist Steve Sass for a presentation on the Indiana
Dunes flora and what we can do to minimize our impact where we
live. Come celebrate the botanical treasures of the Indiana Dunes.
For more information on this or other programs at Indiana Dunes
National Lakeshore, call 219-395-1882 or visit website at
www.nps.gov/indu.

SAVE THE DATE
February 23, 2019
8:00 - 4:30 PM
Michiana Master Gardeners
Present the first annual
Elkhart County Garden Expo
Elkhart County Fairgrounds
117746 County Road 34
Goshen, IN
Sponsored by:
Michiana Master Gardeners’ Association in
Cooperation with Purdue Extension of Elkhart County
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