Matecumbe Neighbors
Newsletter of the Lower Matecumbe Key Association
Email Address: LMKAnews@gmail.com

LMKA Revived
Nearly 30 years ago the Lower Matecumbe
Key Association (LMKA) was formed in order
to provide a means for property owners to
join together to assure a better future for the
island. Over the years the Association has
proven to be a formidable and effective voice
as a result of its efforts.
For the last couple years the energy of the
group diminished. All but three of the nine
board members had resigned. There was a
possibility the group would be disbanded.
Those board members remaining called a
meeting which was held on April 16 to
discuss the future of the organization. A list
of important issues still impacting our island
was circulated, documenting the fact there
remains real purpose for our organization.
(See the list at the end of this newsletter)
The good news—there were nine volunteers
to serve on the board, in an effort to reenergize the group.

Past Accomplishments of the
Lower Matecumbe Key Association


LMKA spearheaded the effort to create
Anne’s Beach, now one of the loveliest
parks in the Keys.



As a result of years of persistence by
members, our bike path was completed
long before bike paths became common
in the Keys.



LMKA worked with DOT and the Village of
Islamorada on several projects resulting
in the landscaping of the right-of-way.
LMKA worked with the Village to get an
EMS/Fire Station on our island.



The Association has had annual “walks”
inviting government officials to walk along
to brainstorm with residents and find
ways to improve the community.



LMKA has had candidate forums before
local Village Council elections.



Since the early 1980s LMKA has worked
with Monroe County, South Florida
Regional Planning Council and the Village
of Islamorada to help establish long range
planning for the island, promoting the
goal of remaining a low-density island.



Matecumbe Neighbors newsletter proved
to be an excellent vehicle for property
owners to learn about the issues that
impact the area.



Monthly meetings held during the winter months
provided educational programs and an
opportunity to get to know neighbors.

LMKA Board:
Officers:
President, Mark Riley
Treasurer, Hermine Zavar
Secretary, Dennie Zettwoch
Board Members: Fernando Franco, Chuck
McWhirter, Roland Moore, William Rivenbark,
Enrique Zamora, Chris Zeher
Sue Miller agreed to continue doing the
newsletter and Martin Moe and Jacqui Dozier
volunteered to write occasional articles. In
addition, some prior articles will be repeated.
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Do you have concerns...contact the Islamorada Village Council.
Email Village Clerk, Kelly Toth, at clerk@islamorada.fl.us and ask her to distribute your email to council.

Mayor
Deb Gillis

Councilman
Dennis Ward

Vice Mayor
Jim Mooney

Councilman
Chris Sante

Councilman
Mike Forster

Interesting Links
Www.islamorada.fl.us …. Get a wealth of information… staff and their contact
info, meetings scheduled, agendas, minutes, links to Village Charter, Comp Plan
and Village Code and much more. Even candidate financial reports. You can also
watch council meetings online—go to webcast on the home page menu.
IslamoradaMatters.com … information about the Sea Level studies and impact
on Islamorada
ReynoldsWaterIslamorada.com … Wastewater updates. For weekly updates on
wastewater construction progress, “like” Reynolds Water Islamorada on
Facebook.
http://www.fdotmiamidade.com/current-projects/monroe-county.html —for Florida
Department of Transportation current projects in Monroe County
http://www.firmkeys.org/ - go here and join—Fair Insurance Rates in Monroe—
they are doing an incredible job working to get us all better insurance rates.

Lower Matecumbe Key Association Statement of Purpose
The Lower Matecumbe Key Association, Inc. shall actively work to preserve and enhance the quality
of life and environment through participation and democratic process by the residents.
Goals shall include:
1. Monitoring activities such as zoning and construction.
2. Communicating with all members to alert them to potential problems or opportunities.
3. Coordinating the efforts of the individual neighborhood associations on common objectives.
4. Providing an open forum for presentation and discussion of issues.
5. Taking appropriate action on behalf of the membership.
Board of Directors: Mark Riley (president), Dennie Zettwoch (secretary), Hermine Zavar (treasurer), Fernando

Franco, Chuck McWhirter, Roland Moore, William Rivenbark, Enrique Zamora, Chris Zeher
Newsletter: Sue Miller, editor

Email address—LMKAnews@gmail.com

The opinions in this newsletter are not necessarily the opinions of the
Board of Directors of LMKA.
Articles submitted with opposing points of view are encouraged.
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Help Recharge
LMKA—send your
dues today!
Elections for Islamorada
November 8, 2016
All five Village Council Seats
are up for election.
To qualify for office you must
be a registered voter with the
State of Florida and a
resident of Islamorada and
must maintain residency
throughout term of office. The
Village Clerk is the qualifying
officer for Islamorada’s
municipal elections.
Residents interested in
running for Council should
contact Village Clerk Kelly
Toth at (305) 664-6412 for a
Candidate package.
The deadline to file to run for
Village Council is August 23,
2016, 12:00 noon.
Incumbents Deb Gillis, Mike
Forster and Chris Sante have
already filed to run again.
Prior Councilman, Dave
Boerner, has filed to run in
the seat being vacated by
Dennis Ward.
For the last two years there
have been no members of
Council from Lower
Matecumbe.
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Membership Application/Renewal

May 2016

First Name(s): _____________________________

Participate!

Last Name: _______________________________

Join today!

Mailing Address: __________________________

As a new era arrives for our association,
we hope that the Lower Matecumbe Key
Association will continue to grow and
thrive, helping our island be the best it
can be.
The best way to assure LMKA success is
through the participation of members.
The association has worked diligently
for nearly 30 years now to make
improvements large and small on the
island. Often our strength has been our
unified voice… but we need to hear from
all of you when you have ideas,
comments, concerns. Send us emails to
tell us what you think is important to
you. And please rejoin our effort today!
Most important…
Volunteer to help.
lmkanews@gmail.com

_________________________________________
Local Address: ____________________________
Phone (local): _____________________________
Other phone: ______________________________
Email: ___________________________________

Provide your email please!
Get your newsletter faster and save
LMKA printing/postage costs! We only
use the email address to send
newsletters, information and reminders
about Lower Matecumbe.
Make check payable to
LMKA
P. O. Box 911,
Islamorada, FL 33036
Family $20; Single $12

This and That
ZZZZZs

Sewering Lower Matecumbe

Who could believe that of the nine members
of the LMKA board, four have last names
starting with the letter Z.

As of April 27, of those properties at the
southwest end of the island on a vacuum
sewer system, 21% who had received their
connection notice were already hooked up.
Another 28% had their connection in progress.

Road Work (MM77.5—MM81.5)
Over the next year, FDOT will be widening
and rebuilding sections of roadway,
relocating segments of the bike path,
repaving and restriping the roadway,
performing drainage improvements, and
installing landscaping.

On May 2 a majority of the homes in the low
pressure (grinder pump) areas of the island
received their mandatory connection notice.

Commercial, multi-family and a few single
family homes that do not have grinder pumps
installed yet have been given additional time
by the Village, without penalties.

