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Welcome
Message from Your President
Dear Members,

February Meeting
Speaker John Budree
Members Plants for Judging

It’s March and lots of beautiful blooming orchids are all around
us, but we must not forget the sun is getting stronger so be
sure to keep our collections screened or relocated to prevent
sunburn damage.
ANNUAL ORCHID AUCTION; This month is our annual orchid
auction that will be held Wednesday, March 9th . You will be
able to bid on beautiful orchids from our vendors who
participate in our annual shows. There will be something to entice every member and the
selection is fantastic. Some orchids are still in bloom and those that are not will have a
picture of their flowers. This yellow flower is one of the raffle orchids, Pot. Burana Beauty
"burana".
Due to our auction, we will NOT have a raffle table or member’s plant judging. Hope to
see you there and please remember this is our second largest money making event that
helps the society function throughout the year. Cash and checks are accepted.
WINE IN THE GARDEN; Join us for a fun afternoon, this Saturday, March 12, 2022 at
the Delray Garden Center from 2 – 4pm. Mingle with friends, sip wine, munch on snacks
and take a tour of the lovely greenhouses. There will be a plant swap, so Bring a Plant –
Take a Plant. The Delray Garden Center is on the north side of Atlantic Avenue, just west
of Congress Ave and before Military Trail, 3827 W. Atlantic Ave. Please RSVP TODAY to
Bernadette, 561 398-6315.
As a reminder, for those of you who haven’t already paid your $15 annual dues, please
pay at the meeting or mail your check to: Delray Beach Orchid Society | PO Box 6571,
Delray Beach, FL 33482 If you have any questions, please e-mail Martha Combs,
Membership Chair. We want you to be part of our orchid society and would miss you.
Unfortunately, this will be the last newsletter sent to lapsed members.
Don’t miss our newsletter feature, Meet our Board. See you this coming Wednesday at
Veteran's Park. Doors open at 6:30pm so come early to take a look at the orchids you
like and want to bid on. Meeting starts at 7:00.
Happy Growing!
Chickie Tobias
DBOS President
561 445-5605
chickietobiasfl@gmail.com

Spring has Sprung
Beginner's Newsletter From the American Orchid Society

The first day of spring is right around the corner and for orchid growers, that means our orchids will
be commencing their annual growth cycle soon. Depending on where you live, some plants may be

in growth already. As we head toward summer we will be practicing a different culture regime for
our orchids. We want to optimize their growth as much as possible during the warm part of the year.
The most important task we associate with spring is repotting our plants. I often hear of a novice
buying an orchid and immediately repotting it regardless of the time of year. That is not sound
practice. The best, and safest time to repot an orchid is in the springtime and there are good
reasons why. Lengthening days continue to accelerate plant growth through the summer solstice.
With some species, growth can be explosive at this time of year. Orchids that receive ample food
and water, and the proper temperatures and light for their type, can quickly fill a pot with roots. The
more roots, the better a plant can utilize the nutrients it receives. This rapid growth also insures that
newly potted orchids will quickly establish themselves in the fresh medium. All of this adds up to a
strong, healthy plant capable of producing abundant blooms.
Repotting orchids is fairly straightforward and once you get the hang of it, it becomes an enjoyable part of the hobby. There are a few
rules to remember...
Always sterilize cutting tools between plants to avoid the spread of disease. A minute or two under a torch flame will suffice.
Remove old medium and dead roots. Leafless backbulbs may be removed from sympodial orchids.
Use fresh, clean media and pots, do not recycle media, and reuse pots only if they have been sterilized.
Potting time is a good time to examine plants for any pests that might be hiding. Spring cleaning applies to orchids too!
Remove any old, dried sheaths with a toothbrush dipped in 70% isopropyl alcohol. Also remove any dead leaves or
pseudobulbs.
Makes sure that all of the needed materials are at hand, that includes assorted pots, enough of your preferred media,
rhizome clips and/or bamboo or wire stakes and don�t forget nametags!
If you pot them correctly, most orchids only need to be repotted every second or third year. Some, like phalaenopsis and catasetums
appreciate fresh medium every year.
Check out how to report a Phal on You Tube:

Greg Allikas

March 2012 Reprinted from the American Orchid Society

MEET OUR BOARD MEMBERS
From Bernadette Mainella Garfinkel , Corresponding Secretary. A Little About Myself: I was born
and raised in Fairmont, West Virginia and moved to Northern Virginia to pursue my teaching career. I
taught kindergarten and first grade for 32 years in the Fairfax County Public School system and truly
loved my profession! I come from a family of flower and plant lovers. My parents grew many varieties
of flowers, fruit trees and vegetables to fit our hardiness zone 6. My grandmother owned a
greenhouse. As a child, I can remember the wonderment my older sisters had of orchids for their
bridal bouquets and centerpieces. .
How long have you been growing orchids?
Even thought I grew many types of flowers in Northern Virginia,I never learned the skill of getting an
orchid to re-bloom until I moved to Florida in 2011.
How many orchids do you have?
I now have over 175 orchids, most outdoors.
What is your favorite orchid?
It’s difficult for me to choose a favorite orchid but cattleya, dendrobium, vanda and phalaenopsis orchids top my list.
What's your best growing tip? I joined the AOS and the DBOS, where I have learned most of my orchid growing skills from
research and presentations. Even though I still have a lot to learn, I have come a long way from my days of trying to get a
phalaenopsis to blossom and prosper. Reading, researching and looking at my orchids daily (or near that) help me produce better
plants because I am aware of their problems and needs. Watering requirements and medium type are still areas I struggle with, but
when those are ideal, my orchids usually thrive.

From From Geoff Tobias, Trustee . A Lttle about Myself.I am from Garden City, New York and worked
in Wall Street. My work career spanned over 30 years of of which the last 5 years were working at
Lehman Brothers where I met my lovely wife Chickie Tobias, DBOS President. I retired from Lehman
Brothers in 2000 and moved to Delray Beach and played a lot of tennis. Chickie and I also had a second
home in Lewes, DE which allowed us to spend time with our family, be involved in our daughter’s
wedding, the birth of our great granddaughter and RV travel. Even though Chickie had always been
passionate about orchids it wasn’t until she moved to Florida that it became a hobby and her orchids
began to bloom and I was happy at being along for the ride.
How long have you been growing orchids?
When Chickie had surgery on her foot, I became an extension of her in the care of her orchids for almost

a year and now I am totally involve with orchids.
ow many orchids do you have?
I have a few orchids that I can call my own, but they have blended in with Chickie's orchids where I have
heard the phrase that describes them as "happy".
What is your favorite orchid?
I have not adopted any particular orchid as my own yet since I am in the beginning stage.
What's your best growing tip?
As for a growing tip, from the Orchid Show and through the meetings we have had experts give
invaluable information on orchids. Just embrace orchids and be as happy as they are.

From Kim Jacobs, Assistant Treasurer. A Little About Myself : I’m a dental hygienist. I'm originally
from Chicago and moved here after college. I’ve raised my family here my son Raymond and my
daughter Katie.
How long have you been growing orchids?
I’ve been growing orchids about 20 years and all of my orchids are mounted outside around my home.
How many orchids do you have?
I have over 200 orchids and grow many different types.
What is your favorite orchid?
I really don’t have a favorite orchid. I do like to let them grow naturally outside. I have many specimen orchids which are larger since I
don’t break them apart. Lately, I’ve been buying more and more species. My motto is you can never have too many orchids and you
can always have one more orchid.
What's your best growing tip?
The best growing tip I can tell you about how I grow orchids is try to find out how they lived in their natural habitat and try to simulate
it. If they like a lot of sun put them in more sun. If they like a lot of water put them where they get a lot of water. Don’t try to change
their natural habitat.

Fairchild Gardens Orchid Festival
March 12 – 13, 2022

9:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.
Are you an orchid enthusiast? Maybe you want to start or add to your collection at home? Or perhaps you just want to enjoy a
beautiful and fun day in Miami with your family and friends?
ORCHIDS IN BLOOM FESTIVAL is the place to be! Orchid growing classes plus more:

Orchid Lei Making
Orchids & Spirits Tasting Bar
Vanilla Bliss: Orchid Bath & Body Care 101
Drinking Flowers: Floral Fragrance and Scented Tea
Tickets required for each event so pre-register.
https://fairchildgarden.org/events/orchids-in-bloom-2022

MARCH GROWING BY DR. MOTES
After a very wet start, February came to a very dry finish. The wet start exposed our
plants to disease pressure when they were most vulnerable with short days and lower
temperatures. The dry weather that followed has provided some relief but problems
can persist. Keen observation and careful watering will be especially important this
spring to insure that any lingering disease is extirpated before the onset of the rainy
season in May. Ensuring that our plants have the highest light that they will tolerate
and the greatest air circulation possible will be more important than is usual in the dry
season. One effect of climate change may well be an earlier start to a longer rainy
season. We must err on the dry side in watering because it is always possible to add
water but more difficult to take excess water away.
Our vandas are loving the wide swings of day to night temperatures and are rooting up a storm. Be sure to feed them
by substituting fertilizer for water at every fifth or sixth watering. New research beyond the Michigan State study
indicates that fertilizer with a ratio of 3-1-3 is best for most orchids. Happily, Peter’s XCell, which is widely
available, fits this formula and has the extra calcium and magnesium our orchids require.

With winter almost officially over for us in S. Florida, an early start can be made on top cutting terete vandas and
reed stem epidendrums. It’s not too early this year to remove offshoots from strap leaf vandas. Just be sure they
get plenty of water.
Catasetums are breaking growth early this year and will require water and fertilizer starting in a few weeks when their
roots have developed sufficiently. The same is true of dormant dendrobiums where care should be taken to avoid
prolonged moisture on their emerging new growths.
Some of the most pleasant weather of the year is in the offing. A great time to be with our plants.
Watch Dr Motes's you tube video on cold damage to dendrobiums,click here.
Dr Martin Motes
Motes Orchids

SAVE THE DATE

Help raise funds for DBOS by using
Amazon Smile .
Did you know that you can help support
DBOS by using Smile.Amazon.com. Amazon
Smile will donate a portion of the eligible
purchases to DBOS, just name Delray Beach
Orchid Society as your favorite charity and
shop at Smile.Amazon.com

MAY 13 – MAY 15 2022

Tamiami International Orchid Festival
The Tamiami International Orchid Festival is Miami’s
largest, most diverse orchid show. Over the past twenty
years, the Tamiami International Orchid Festival has not
only become a great Miami orchid show, but a nationally
and internationally recognized orchid event. The 2022
Tamiami International Orchid Festival will be the largest
orchid show in the United States.
Miami Dade County Fair Expo Center
https://tamiamiorchidfestival.com/
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Board Members
President - Chickie Tobias
1st VP Programs – Buddy Rappoport
2nd VP Membership – Martha Combs
Treasurer – Priscilla Roper
Assistant Treasurer – Kim Jacobs
Recording Secretary – Donna Holt Swanson
Corresponding Secretary – Bernadette Garfinkel

Trustees
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Upcoming Events
Veteran's Park Recreation building is located on
the west side of the intracostal waterway on
the north side of Atlantic Avenue. It is in the
the same entrance as Chico's .
Scheduled Meetings and Events:
March 9, 2022: Live Orchid Auction
March 12, 2022 : Wine in the Garden
Find out what is happening on our Facebook
page. Join Us On Facebook

Joni Fritz
Jennifer Nelson
Jill Row
Geoff Tobias

Website: www:DelrayBeachOrchidSociety.com

Past President
Michele Owens

Newsletter Editor: Valerie Smith
Club Photographer: John Morris
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

WE WANT TO HEAR
FROM YOU
If you have any suggestions or comments regarding the
Society, meetings or this newsletter, please feel free to
contact our President, Chickie Tobias at 561 445-5605
or email.

If you have special event in your life or know of a
member who is ill, please call our Corresponding
Secretary, Bernadette Garfinkel at 561 3986315 or email.
Moving? Changed your e-mail or phone number? We
don't want to lose contact with you. Please contact our
Membership Chair, Martha Combs at 561 737-1059.

