The Friday, December 9, Uptown Jazz
Stroll in Clarksburg has evolved into a twoday showcase of live jazz performance in Harrison County, with the advent of Benedum
Jazz, a new event to be held in Bridgeport the
following day, December 10.
Taken together, organizers are heralding
Holiday Jazz Weekend in Harrison County as
a merger of two complementary jazz festivals
in neighboring cities.
Beginning at 6:30pm and continuing until
midnight the next day, over 30 jazz artists will
perform in ten different venues scattered
across uptown Clarksburg and in the community-owned Benedum Civic Center in Bridgeport.
Holiday Jazz Weekend is being produced
by the West Virginia Jazz Society (WVJS)
as an expansion of the successful Jazz Stroll
events held in Clarksburg’s business district
the past three years.
Since the first Holiday-season Jazz Stroll in
December 2013, the WVJS has partnered with
Clarksburg Uptown, Inc. to produce Strolls
that have grown from four to six venues, some
with multiple bands.
Over time, audience interest in a two-night
offering grew, as did interest from other Harrison County communities in staging live jazz
performance in their venues and facilities, according to WVJS officials.
To accommodate market demand and to
empower the involvement of new venues,
WVJS sought support from the Harrison Cultural Foundation’s Barbara Highland Fund for
the Arts.
The result is a diverse offering of live jazz
artistry for the Uptown Jazz Stroll, including a
command performance in a Methodist Church,

Jared Sims, saxophonist and new director of jazz
programs at West Virginia University, will lead a
quartet in support of jazz vocalist, Sharon Clark, in
the First Methodist Church in Clarksburg, West
Virginia, for the Uptown Jazz Stroll on Dec. 9, 2016 .

and tribute concert in a cupcake bakery, and a
riotous extravaganza reminiscent of a 1930’s
Berlin cabaret, but held in Kelly’s Irish Pub.
Benedum Jazz begins Saturday, December,
10, with a noontime show at Maplewood
Senior Center, a three-set show by guitarist,
Dan Baker in Mia Margherita, and a doublebill in Benedum Civic Center featuring the Holiday Jazz All Stars, an ensemble made up of
headliners from the Uptown Jazz Stroll the
previous evening.
For more info, email to:
WVJazzSociety@aol.com, or phone 304-269-3683. XXXX

Improvisation for October-November 2016

It is common for people of all professions to
have hobbies. This is nothing unusual in and of itself. But the relationship between music and painting is especially interesting when you look at the
terminology used to describe concepts in art and
music. Here are some common terms: tone color,
composition, arrangement, chromaticism, accent,
form, contour, lyricism, rhythm.
There are a host of painters who are known primarily as musicians. A short list compiled from an
article written by Nick Shonberger at Complex Style
consists of Joni Mitchell, Tony Bennett, Miles Davis,
John Cougar Mellencamp, Paul McCartney,
John
Lennon, Bob Dylan, Joseph Arthurs, Marilyn Manson,
and David Bowie. Some of these musicians actually
began formal training as art students at academies
long before they began their musical careers.
Others began to paint and draw as a way to keep
themselves occupied or stimulated during long tours
or lapses in performing. Miles Davis said “art is like
therapy for me, and it keeps my mind occupied with
something when I'm not playing music."
For John Cougar Mellencamp, “in his life off the
road as a musician, painting has provided a cushion
for the fall back to normality.”
Joseph Arthur, perhaps less well known than
some of the above musicians makes "art which reveals secret selves or secrets of the self." Arthur will
often paint while performing on stage.
Many musicians will often use their own original
artwork for album covers and perhaps later in life
will begin showing and selling art, possibly in response to a less rigorous travel schedule or in an
effort to center themselves in order to regenerate
energy for new music projects.
Tony Bennett, who attended the High School for
Industrial Arts (now known as the the High School of
Art and Design where I attended 10 th and 11th grade
in NYC) is the most classical in style of these artist/
musicians, not surprisingly when you consider his
classic jazz vocal performances.
I have had the incredible good fortune to be
playing twice a month with Tony’s former bassist,
Paul Langosch at the Stanford Grill in Rockville, MD.
Paul has told me some great details about being on
the road with Tony (1985-2008) and also about
Tony’s seriousness as a painter.
Tony was a member of the prestigious Art Students League in NYC (where my grandfather was an
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“Maureen Budway”
Acrylic on paper by Jenny
Wilson, painter, jazz artist, and music entrepreneur
instructor) and he was constantly taking classes in
drawing and painting. Tony would rent a villa in
Italy every year and invite painters and sculptors to
come and make art. He was also fascinated by the
historical use of materials by the old masters.
There are many reasons to make art and music,
self- expression being a primary example. Organizing sounds, shapes and colors whether it be on canvas or on an instrument or a big band arrangement
is a task that requires discipline and courage.
There is also the supremely satisfying moment
when it all comes together and the thing resonates
in the form of a portrait, a landscape, a melody or
an improvised solo that is the fruit of the labor. If
one is lucky it is truly a labor of love.
XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX
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One of the goals of the programming committee
of the West Virginia Jazz Society is to “match the
band to the venue”.
Jazz in a cocktail lounge setting is very different
from a “roadhouse” style of raucous blues-based jazz.
A good example of this is the highly-anticipated
appearance on December 9 in Kelly’s Irish Pub of
QIET as one of the Uptown Jazz Stroll featured acts.
QIET is a Huntington-based septet whose show
encompasses so much so quickly that you are left
more with a series of impressions than actual describable images.
“It’s sorta like…” is how you want to start each
sentence. “...progressive manic 1930s Berlin
cabaret post bop jazz entertainment.”
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The Goff Building at 321 Main Street in Clarksburg are lending their first
floor to the West Virginia Jazz Society for the 2016 Uptown Jazz Stroll

With Clarksburg’s Uptown Jazz Stroll
coming up on December 9, the West Virginia
Jazz Society is promoting the event in part by
decorating the first floor of an circa 1920s
office building as the temporary Uptown Stroll
and Jazz Society Headquarters.
The Goff Building at 321 W. Main Street,
next to the Harrison County Courthouse, is
arguably one of the best retail spots in town,
and when owners announced they were closing the upper floors for major renovations,
the West Virginia Jazz Society saw an opportunity.
“We asked Bill Ford, the building’s owner,
if we could decorate for the holidays, before
the December 9 Uptown Jazz Stroll,” explained Eric Spelsberg, WVJS President. “We
thought it was a chance to communicate with
the public in general as they walk by. We
also like the symbolism of the central location—at ‘America’s Jazz Crossroads.”
Staging events in the space is certainly
physically possible, but that is only a thought
at present, but the building’s owners are
amenable to the notion, according to WVJS.
For more information on Holiday Jazz
Weekend events, or to use the alcove entrance as a vendor’s spot during the Stroll,
contact Spelsberg at 304-269-3683 or
WVJazzSociety@aol.com.
XXXXXXXXXXXXX
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The Bridgeport Arts Council (BAC) is planning a special Holiday Tapas Dinner on Saturday, December 10, in the Benedum Civic Center as a complement to the jazz performances already scheduled for the
Benedum Jazz music festival.
The Greater Bridgeport Convention & Visitors Bureau is presenting Benedum Jazz on Saturday, December 10, as the Bridgeport-based part of Holiday Jazz Weekend in Harrison County, organized by
the West Virginia Jazz Society. The Friday, December 9, part is the Clarksburg-based Uptown Jazz Stroll.
BAC plans a 4-course small plates/ tapas presentation designed by Mia Margherita, the upscale Italian restaurant in Charles Pointe. Meal designers anticipate a salad course, pasta or soup course, an entrée
and a dessert. The dinner is an option for those attending the Holiday Jazz All Stars performance. Dinner
guests will receive VIP seating preference. Doors open and music begins at 6:30pm. Dinner will be served at
7pm. Beverage policy is BYOB, with beverage assistance available in the venue. Proceeds from the dinner
will benefit BAC programming throughout the year.
Dinner reservations or $35 per person are available by email to: Tickets@WVJazzSociety.com, or by
phone to 304.517.9813. Greer is available at gee1mom@aol.com.
There is no admission charge for music only guests thanks to a grant from the Harrison Cultural
Foundation’s Barbara Highland Fund for the Arts.
For additional information on the HolidayJazzWeekend in Harrison County or the West Virginia Jazz
Society, visit: WVJazzSociety.com, or phone 304-517-9813.
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