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Clinical Issues in Adoption:

What Therapists Need to Know

A one day seminar by clinicians working in the adoption field, designed to assist therapists in

understanding the complexities of adoption and related issues. This conference will help therapists
understand the practical, systemic and intrapsychic realities of adoptive life. The training will
offer interactive and didactic components in order to provide attendees with a positive and
dynamic lsarning environment. Designed for clinicians who have limited knowledge of adoption

as well as those who are experienced in this area.
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Werking Clinically with Expectant/Birth Families and Adeptive Familias Before, During and
After Adoptien: The pracess of forming families threugh adoption creates a dynamic systarm
wharaby sach person affects and s affectad by the sthers. This presentaticn will delineate an
interplay of previding indwidual, dyadic and family systern therapy that will enhancs the child's
wialHoeing and reflect current practices in child-centered adoptions.

Grief and Healing; The Powerful Impact of Loss on Post Placement Eirthparants:

Each birthparent experiences grief in his or her own way, but there is a commonality and
uniquanass to birthparent grief; This presentation will explore different theories of grief as it
relates to post-placement birthparents, help the therapist understand long term implications
of placing a child for adoption and explore effective ways to help birthparents identify and
understand griefrelated issues

The Thearetical Picture: Understanding Unconsclous Assurnptions and Farntasies In Adeption:
Fecusing on therapautic work with the peyche in adoption, this presentation addresses unconscious
assumptions and fantagies that have a powarful impact on adeptive relationships and kdentities,
Intraducing the notion of "Constellatian Integration,” o means to affer patients a container
that includes the entire web of relationships

MFT/LCSW: Third Choice Books is an approved provider with the State of California, Beard
of Behavioral Sciences, Provider # PCE 3692 Full attendance at this course mects the gualifications
for & howrs of continuing education for MET's and LCSW's,

Paychologists: D, Holul: is an approved MCEP provider, Previder # HOLO12, Pending apgproval,
full sttendance ot this course will gualify Ph.D's for & hours of continuing education, For additional
inforrmation, please contact Melizaa Hoelub, Ph.D. at (5100 £58-T11%.

Particpants with dizabilities are encouraged to contact conference organizers early. We will
make evary affort to accommedate special naeds. Please see contact information at lefi.

Jewish Cormmunity Cenber

3500 Califarmia 5t [at Presidio Awve)

fan Francises, Ch

All day parking at the JCC is available Tor £20/day. Streel parking = very imited.
Far directions and public transportation log on Lo wew jocsiorg

Leslie Foge, MFT:

Laslia Foge, MA, MFT was born and ratsed in the San Francisco Bay Ares whara sha still lives
and practices. She recaived her Bachalors Degras in Peychology fram UC Berkeley and her
Mastars Degrae in Counseling fram 5t. Marys College. Leslie seas children, adolescents, adults,
couplas and families in har private peychotharapy practice in Morthern California, where sha
specializes in working with triad membsers. Sha is a popular workshop and conferance presentar
and & an the faculty at 31, Manys College. Laslie is the co-author of The Thid Chodice: A Woman's
Guide te Placing & Chitd for Adoption,

Melissa Holub PhD:

Or. Helub = a Califarnia beensed psycholegist with 20 years in the field of psychology. She
provides psychoanalytically arented peychotherapy to individual adults and couples n her
Berkeley office, where she ako spedializes in adoption-related treatment, consultation, and
groups. She is a consultant to PACER, the Post Adoption Center for Education and Research.
Oir. Haolub is the President-Elect of the Marthern Califarnia Society for Fsychoanalytic Psychology.
She is on the clinical Taculty of the Wright Institute and the Women's Therapy Center in El
Cerrito, California.

Gail Mosconi, MSW, LCSW

Gail Mesconi, LCSW, is a Ueensed Clinkcal Secial Warker with over 30 years of experiences
working with children, adolescents, adults and families in many different settings. She received
har Bachelomn Degres in Sociclogy frem LIC Santa Bardsars and her Masters Degree in Social
Work from Sacraments State University. She has worked with birth and adoptive families in
private and agency adoptions and presents adoption topics at confarences and suppon greups
thraughout the Bay Area. She i the co-author of The Third Cheice: A Weman's Guide e Placing
a Child far Adoptian,
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