The Sounds of St. Stephen’s
St. Stephen’s United Church of Christ
110 N. Sixth Street - Perkasie, PA 18944
Phone: 215.257.6460
www.thessperkasie.org
office@thessperkasie.org

October 2016

And afterward, I will pour out my Spirit on all people. Your sons and daughters
will prophesy, your old men will dream dreams, your young men will see
visions.
--Joel 2: 28
Where there is no vision, the people perish…
--Proverbs 2:18
I have a vision. It is a simple vision but one that I invite you to dare to dream with me. It is a vision
of St. Stephen’s UCC offering a living Gospel and hope to those in the community within and
without. It is a vision where we know one another; not so much by name and our social sharing,
but by our personal experiences of God. A vision that sees us as Spiritual beings on a common
journey; where our lives intersect with one another and our Creator, and with those around the
church in the community that we serve.
I have a vision in which Christ compels us to fling open the doors, offer an extravagant welcome,
and usher in all whom we can reach to grow in faith and service with us. People who complete the
rainbow of God’s creation in our midst.
If each one of us can bring just one; can touch the life of just one; can get to know by name just
one; then who we are as a people of St. Stephen’s begins to make the walls of the church
transparent that others may hear, and know, and see the Spirit stirring among us wanting to pull
together in a world that so often sets people apart.
Will you share that vision?
The prophet Joel calls us to embrace the pouring out of the Holy Spirit upon us. It is that Holy
Spirit that opens our eyes and our hearts to see the Intersections that our daily living have with the
Still Speaking God… It gives us voice to share them in conversation and worship with one another.
It is that Spirit that brings together generations to learn about our faith and making disciples—not
only for our confirmands who begin this journey with Jr. and Sr. Mentors, but for our adults who
will mirror their process (and anyone else who wishes to refresh the building blocks of their faith
by joining with other adults in a conversive and nonthreatening setting). Watch for information
on MAKING DISCIPLES for all ages coming soon to our Faith Formation classes after Circle of
Sharing. I would encourage everyone to consider coming on this journey of faith discovery and
relationship building. A church that learns and prays and grows together is a healthy church in
Spirit.
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At the same time, we reach out to the community around us to worship in Spirit and share in
fellowship. Invite your friends and neighbors and join us for a service of healing and prayer on
October 2nd, or have them bring their furry, scaly, feathery friends, and join us for a Blessing of the
Pets on the church lawn on October 23rd. Or just have them stop by for plain old fashioned fun
during Safe Trick or Treat on October 31 from 6 pm to 9 pm.
Jesus asks us to consider, “Who is our neighbor?” Do we know our neighbors here in Perkasie?
Would we be so daring as to invite a stranger to come and worship and share with us in
fellowship?
October is the month wherein we celebrate worldwide communion. Communion itself is sharing.
Let us drink deep the prophecy of Joel and engage in bringing a common vision to life in our midst,
growing in our lives of prayer and faith with one another. And let us offer this gift of community
and Spirit which we have received to as many as we can, inviting them along for the journey…
If we each commit to just one…
See you in church,
Pastor Jeff

Worship Highlights:
October 2: Worldwide Communion Worship 9:30 am
We gather about the global table of grace and life and break bread together, reflecting
on the theme, “Be Still”
October 2: A Service of Healing and Prayer 3pm.
All are welcome to join us for a service of reflection, scripture, individual anointing, and prayer.
October 9: CROP WALK SUNDAY
October 16: We gather in worship to offer a blessing upon our confirmands and their mentors as they
begin their journey and we reflect on the theme, “Pray often.” Prayer Partner Sunday
on this day, those who are willing will write their names on a card and place them in a
basket. All who put a name in will draw a name out. For the next 10 weeks, you are
invited to be in prayer for one another; leave small gifts or tokens for each other in the
fellowship hall, and do all of this in secret. On Christmas, as we celebrate the
incarnation of our Savior, you will be invited to reveal yourselves to each other as a living Gospel
witness. All are welcome to participate.
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October 23: Worship will reflect on Humility. Who is the real you behind the faces we wear?
Wear a false face that reflects the character of who you are; or who you think you would want to
be…
October 23: 2 pm Blessing of the Pets worship on the lawn.
October 30: REFORMATION SUNDAY Wear red as we mark this historical day in the life of the
church with a service out of the old Evangelical and Reformed Hymnal. Wear
vintage clothing if you have any and join us for a good old fashioned Sunday service.
We will reflect on the theme, “Small in stature; Great in Hospitality!”
Coming Events:

Beginning on October 23rd and continuing on the 2nd and 4th Sundays after,
Pastor Jeff will be in Ehrhart Hall after circle of sharing for anyone who
would like to stay and have another cup of coffee and talk about how our
faith intersects with our Monday through Saturday living. You are
encouraged to bring questions, articles, or the morning newspaper for an
informal conversation based in faith. All are welcome.
Bible Study:
Beginning Thursday, October 6, 2016, Pastor Jeff will host a Bible Study in Ehrhart Hall at 10 am. We
will commit to meet for an hour to 90 mins. We will start with a study of “Genesis.” All are welcome!
Girl Scouts:
Daisy troop 2187 (1st graders) will now be meeting here on Monday nights from 6:30 – 7:30 PM.

A SERVICE OF HEALING:
will be shared on Sunday, October 2, 2016, at 3 pm in the Sanctuary. Join us for a time of
music, scripture, prayers, and individual anointings if desired. All are welcome.

CROP:
The Annual Walk for the Christian Rural Overseas Project (CROP) will be held on Sunday,
October 9, 2016 in the afternoon. There is a registration table in the foyer of Ehrhart Hall
for those who would be willing to walk in the event here in the Perkasie/Sellersville
area. For more information, contact our team leaders, Denise Alexander and Donna
Wimmer. All are welcome to participate.
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BLESSING OF THE PETS:
St. Stephen's UCC will host a Blessing of the Pets service on the church lawn on Sunday,
October 23, 2016, at 2 pm. All are welcome to come and bring their dogs, cats, birds,
reptiles and other assorted pets to share in this service celebrating creation and the
relationships we share with our furry, scaly, feathery friends. All are welcome! Please
bring whatever is necessary to clean up after your pet. We are seeking one or two
volunteers from the membership to serve as hosts and greeters outside that
day. Please see Pastor Jeff if you are able to help out. (In the event of inclement weather, we will
gather on Sunday, October 30 at 2 pm).

SAFE TRICK OR TREAT:

St Stephen’s UCC will be open on Halloween Night
from 6 pm to 9 pm for Safe Trick or Treat, sponsored by our Fellowship Ministries. Stop by
the church for treats, a warm space to warm up and fellowship. Volunteers to be at the
church are welcome too!
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WORLD COMMUNION SUNDAY – OCTOBER 2
St. Stephen’s will celebrate communion on October
2nd, World Communion Sunday, as Christians around
the world gather to observe our unity in the Body of
Christ. As we partake of the meal of grace, please
remember the needs of others by bringing food
donations for the
Pennridge Area FISH food pantry (see list below).
You may drop off your donations at the Sixth Street
entrance to the sanctuary. We will also receive
offerings for Neighbors in Need, one of four special
collections taken for Our Church’s Wider Mission.

IMAGINING ANOTHER WORLD
IS POSSIBLE
Neighbors In Need
Special Mission Offering
Communion Sunday
October 2, 2016
The first Sunday of October we will be receiving the
Neighbors in Need offering which supports
ministries of justice and compassion throughout the
United States.
* 1/3 of NIN funds support the Council for American
Indian Ministries. * 2/3 of the offering are used by
the UCC’s Justice and Witness Ministries to support
a variety of justice initiatives, advocacy efforts, and
direct service projects.

The Pennridge FISH Pantry is currently
in need of the following items:





























100% Fruit or Vegetable Juice
Spaghetti and other pasta
Spaghetti sauce
Rice and Rice mix
Pasta sides
Canned fish and tuna
Canned meat, beans
Canned chili and stew
Canned fruits and vegetables
Dried fruit
Pancake Mix
Pancake syrup
Cold and hot cereals
Dry potatoes
Gravy, broth
Soups, all kinds
Cake mix and frosting
Flour and Sugar
Condiments, spices, cooking oil
Peanut Butter and Jelly
COFFEE, tea and hot chocolate
Diapers, sizes 1,2,3,4,5,6
Diaper Wipes
Bath Soaps and shampoos
Laundry detergent and cleaning products
Paper towels, toilet paper, tissues
Gluten Free and Diabetic foods
Feminine products, toiletries, shaving items,
deodorant, toothpaste

PENNRIDGE AREA CROP WALK
Take a hike for hunger during the 32nd annual
Pennridge CROP Walk for the Hungry, Sunday,
October 9. Registration for the five mile route
begins at 12:30 p.m. at St. Andrew’s Lutheran
Church, 20 Dill Ave., Perkasie. The Walk, held rain
or shine, begins at 1:15 p.m. Registration for the
shorter “Golden Mile” route begins at 12:30 p.m. at
the Sellersville scout cabin in Lenape Park. Bring
canned goods to donate to the Pennridge FISH food
pantry. Twenty-five per cent of all proceeds go to
Pennridge FISH for local hunger use. The remaining
funds will be used by Church World Service and its
partner agencies for hunger and disaster relief in
the US and globally. See Denise Alexander or Donna
Wimmer for a sponsor form. For more information,
visit www.crophungerwalk.org/perkasiepa or
contact Mary Long at maryflong@hotmail.com.

Thank you so much for your continued support!!
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WHAT’S HAPPENING at ST. STEPHEN’S

LOOKING AHEAD TO NOVEMBER . . .
Daylight Savings Time Ends November 6th
(Turn clocks back one hour.)

Don’t forget to move your clocks back
one hour on Saturday night so that
you show up at the right time on Sunday.

All Saints Sunday - November 6th
In observance of All Saints Day, we will
remember the saints of St. Stephen’s
who have died in the last twelve months on Sunday,
November 6th, during the service of worship. As the
names are read, the church bell will be rung in
memory of our friends and loved ones.

Harvest Home Sunday
Sunday before Thanksgiving, November 20th, we will
gather as Christ’s family for our annual Harvest
Home celebration. After the worship service we will
gather for a festive harvest luncheon. Please reserve
the date, November 20th.
As a token of your gratitude and desire to share
God blessings of grace and love, we ask that you
bring donations for the Pennridge Area FISH. The
children will present a portion of our gifts at the time
of the offering.
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OUR CHURCH FAMILY
OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS
10/01
10/02
10/03
10/04
10/06
10/07
10/08
10/09
10/11
10/12
10/13
10/14
10/16
10/19
10/21
10/22
10/23
10/24
10/25
10/27
10/29
10/31

Congratulations to Brenda Schaefer and John
Mergenthaler who were married at St.
Stephen’s on September 4, 2016. The Rev.
Wanda Schwandt officiated.

Edward McKeever, Emma Nogami
Monroe Hunsberger
Debra Riddick, Jayna Sophie Wesley
Riley Hager
Patricia Madara
Hayley Smeraldi
Howard Moyer
Jonathan Strohm
Dennis Detweiler, LaRue Hinkle
Lori Schuster, Amy Egan
Robin Rantz
Patrick Egan, Jodie Detweiler,
Kendall McKeever
Terry Weirback, Kristen Boor
Carol Slingsby, Cheryl Johnson
Matthew Vaders
Jeanne Parker, Kenneth Hager
Janet Hardner, Frank Scholes
June Cressman
Mazie Seachrist
Glenn Landes, Jennifer Beck
Janet River
Sara Ann Welsh, Robert Winn

Congratulations to James Rinehimer and
Eileen Scerati who were married at St.
Stephen’s on September 24, 2016. The Rev.
Jeffrey Wargo officiated.
Congratulations to Dottie & Patrick Egan on
the birth of their grandson, Connor Richard
Egan, born on September 19, 2016 to Brian
and Meridith Egan.

Happy Birthday and
God’s Blessings

Friday “Fellows” Fellowship
October 7* & November 4 at 6:30am
Join the “men of St. Stephen’s” for a morning of breakfast
and fellowship.
For more information, contact Dave
Alexander at 215-257-7019

*Will be at the East Rockhill Filling Station at 7:00 AM
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HAPPENINGS IN THE COMMUNITY

Perkasie Fall Festival

Red, White & Blue Spaghetti Dinner

October 2, 2016
Noon – 5:00 PM
Menlo Park &
Perkasie Towne Center

Saturday, October 8, 2016 - 5:00pm to 9:00pm
Perkasie Fire Hall, 100 N. 5th Street, Perkasie, PA 18944

We’re hosting a Red, White and Blue Spaghetti and
Meatball Fundraiser Dinner to support the Perkasie
Fire Department, Perkasie Police and Perkasie
Rotary. Live music, great food and raffles.

Entertainment for all ages:
In its 15th year, Perkasie’s Fall Festival offers fun
for the whole family. Menlo Park plays host to
pony rides, a petting zoo, inflatables, face
painting, scarecrow making and a host of children’s
entertainers and other activities.

Tickets will be sold at the door. Show your support
for Perkasie by enjoying a wonderful spaghetti and
meatball dinner!
10.00, Children under 6 eat free

Perkasie town center has a craft and vendor show,
pumpkin decorating, food, musicians and train
rides. NEW THIS YEAR: Christmas in the Fall –
visitors can get a jump on Holiday planning: photos
with Santa, Holiday vendors, crafts and music.

For more information, email
perkasierotary@gmail.com
St. Paul’s United Church of Christ
104 Green St., Sellersville, PA
215-257-7268 ~ www.stpaulsucc.net

HOMEMADE
CHICKEN POT PIE
DINNER
Saturday, October 22, 2016
4 – 7 PM

PERKASIE FIRE COMPANY
Annual Fire Prevention Open House will be
held Thursday, October 13, 2016 from 6-9pm.

$10.00 for Adults
$5.00 for Children
6-12 years old
Under 6 Free
$8.00 for Take-Out Quarts
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St. Stephen’s United Church of Christ
110 N. Sixth Street
Perkasie PA 18944
Return Service Requested

Time Sensitive Materials
Mailed: September 29, 2016

Please visit our website at www.stephensucc.org
for the latest information from St. Stephen’s UCC.

World Communion Sunday &
Neighbors In Need Offering
Sunday, October 2, 2016

St. Stephen’s United Church of Christ
110 N. Sixth Street, Perkasie, PA 18944
215-257-6460
www.thessperkasie.org
Facebook: Saint Stephens UCC, Perkasie PA
Instagram: StStephensucc
Twitter: @Stephensuccperk
Email: office@thessperkasie.org

(Non-perishable food items being
collected for Pennridge FISH pantry)

Rev. Jeffrey A. Wargo - Pastor
Email: pastor@thessperkasie.org
Office Hours: Tuesday & Wednesday 9am – 11am

CROP WALK
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 9th

Jean Dager – Director of Music
Patricia Kimbel – Office Administrator
Office Hours: Mon - Thurs 9:15am – 2:15pm
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