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Welcome
Message from Your President
Hello DBOS members,
Thank you to all the volunteers who made our show & sale a
huge success - we couldn't have done it without you! A very
special thank you goes out to all the show chairs - you kept
things running behind the scenes and I truly appreciate all that
you did to make the show an amazing, well-tuned machine!

Speaker Alex, The Orchid
Doctor and Buddy

I think our 30TH anniversary show and sale was absolutely
stunning. I had the opportunity
to show our mayor, Shelley
Petrolia, around and she was
totally amazed at the quantity
and selection of orchids. Like
most people, she stopped just
inside
the
front
door
overwhelmed at the sight and
smell of the huge variety of
plants.
Personally, my goal was to buy something from every one of our
vendors and I think I succeeded - at least my bank account
thinks I did!
HOLIDAY PARTY AND TOY DRIVE. GET READY TO PARTY.
New members welcome. See below for details.
Monthly speaker: This month's speaker will be Tom Kuligowski,
who is an American Orchid
Society awards photography and
serious grower of angraecums.
We welcome Tom back to
present his enlightening lecture,
"Whats' Light Got To do With
It?". You won't want to miss this
meeting.
Visit his angraecum
blog :
Board of Directors Update: Angraecum art by T. Kuligowski
Here is the list of nominees for
the 2020 Board:
Ann Caldwell
Chris Plontas
Ilene Shulan
Celenia "Chickie" Tobias
If you would like information, please contact me.

Meetings refreshments. We all enjoy the snacks, treats and
beverages at our meetings, however it runs more smoothly if
one person coordinates Hospitality at our meetings. Please let
me know, if you would like be the coordinator.
Want to get involved? Party Planner? Throughout the year,
we hold special events and need members who enjoy organizing
parties and events. Would you be willing to chair or co-chair an
event? We have fun social gatherings such as the annual picnic,
yearly orchid auction, bus trip to orchid growers, Wine in the
Garden and more. If you enjoy organizing parties and events,
please contact me at 954 695-7889 or see me at our meetings.
You won't have to do it alone and we have wonderful members
willing to help out, plus the Board will be supporting you.
We would love to see more members become involved in the
Society.
See you Wednesday, November 13, 2019 at 7:00 pm.
Michele Owens
President

Holiday Party & Toy Drive

Please join us for a night of fun, wonderful food, music and
entertainment

When: Sunday, December 8, 2019
Where: Westchester Country Club
12250 Westchester Club Drive
Boynton Beach, FL 33437
(561) 369-1000

PHALAENOPSIS FLOWER
SPIKE NEEDS COOLER
WEATHER
From the AOS

6:00pm - 6:30pm Cocktail Reception and Cash Bar
7:00 - 10:00pm Dinner and Entertainment
Dress: Holiday Attire
Price: $40.00 per person, which includes
Dinner, door prizes and a beautiful orchid plant

Menu Selections
Westchester House Salad
Mediterranean Roast Chicken breast sautéed with
white wine, garlic and topped with lemon oregano sauce OR
Atlantic Salmon baked and topped with lemon caper sauce, OR

Slow Roasted Prime Rib
Dessert: Brownie with Ice Cream
(sugar free alternative available)
Coffee, Tea and Soft Drinks

Shortening days and cooler nights
are the signals for inflorescence
initiation in phalaenopsis. In more
northern climates, or on the w est
coast, grow ers have already
begun
to
see
the
early
inflorescences that may be ready
for Christmas.

Sign up will be at the meeting or please mail your dinner selection,
name of guest(s) and payment to P. O. Box 6571, Delray Beach, FL
33482-6571. Please make checks payable to the Delray Beach Orchid
Society.

All reservations and checks must be received by Friday, November
29th. Any questions, please call Barbara Shaw at 716-574-9573 or
In the eastern areas, nights in the Judith Cohen at 520-241-8335,
greenhouse w ill now be in the low
to mid 60s, depending on the
thermostat setting, so the first of
our phalaenopsis w ill not begin to
bloom until Valentine's Day at the
earliest.

TOY DRIVE

This year we will be collecting toys to benefit the youth of the
A reduction in nitrogen levels w ill Milagro Center (specifically benefiting the STARS program
go a long w ay to giving the best students - K-5th Grade) an after-school care program for
possible spiking, as w ill a boost in children in Delray Beach.
potassium and phosphorus. In
other w ords, a "bloom booster"type fertilizer is definitely indicated T h e Milagro Center is a
501
(c)3
nonprofit
in the next few months.
Disease and pest problems are
best dealt w ith now , especially as
mealybugs hide in the bracts and
flow er buds. Once they have
established themselves, they are
difficult to eradicate, and flow er
damage or crippling results.
Potential disease problems can be
dealt w ith by the application of a
copper-based
compound
to
c ontr ol/allev iate rot
problems
before they start.

organization
whose
mission is to ensure the
s o c i a l and
academic
success of underserved
children
and
youth
through
Cultural Arts,
Living Values, Academic
Support, and Mentoring
.

Look for our "angel tree" at the next meeting with gift tags
There is nothing more frustrating featuring the specific children in need. Toys should be between
t h a n to have shepherded your $20 - $25. For more information, please contact Michele.
plants through a grow ing season,
only to have them decline before
your eyes.
AOS.org

FROM THE AOS

Monthly Checklist for November and December
Cattleya Growers of just about
every level of expertise will have
begun to notice autumn conditions
by now. Days are becoming shorter,
hence cooler; the sunlight has less
intensity as a result of the sun's
lowering angle, nights are longer
and generally cooler. Plants are
responding by slowing and ripening
their growth in preparation for winter.
A big thank you to
member Etana Finkler for
donating
her beautiful
orchid art w ork for show
trophies.

FACEBOOK

The first cultural change noticed
should be a reduced frequency of
watering, as the plants dry out more
slowly. This is a function of both the reduced day length and lower
temperatures, as well as the plants' slowing growth rate. Reduced water
needs signal a reduced need for fertilization. Note that the key word is
reduced, not eliminated. Feed less frequently and at lower dosage, but

Follow us on Facebook
and keep up to date on
news of DBOS.

DBOS Board
President: Michele Owens
Programs: Buddy Rappaport
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W E W A NT T O HE A R
FRO M Y O U

feed. Growths, made during summer's heat, and relatively soft and green,
will be ripening -- hardening -- in preparation for a brief period of rest (in
many cases).
Many of these ripening growths will have a sheath, presaging the coming
winter or spring flowering season. In some cases, these sheaths will have
been evident since as early as July. (Early sheath development does not
mean early flowering on plants with winter-spring seasons.) You may
notice that some of these sheaths are showing signs of yellowing. This is
not abnormal. Autumn's more pronounced temperature fluctuation can lead
to water condensation inside the sheath, hastening the normal process of
senescence, so yellowing sheaths can be left on the plant only so long
before they must be carefully removed to preserve the bud primordia
within. Water condensation left unchecked can rot the bud primordia. The
sheaths can be safely removed by slitting open and peeling down toward
the pseudobulb
.
Vandaceous Genera
Whereas the general decline in temperatures is beneficial to cool-growing
orchids, it is not for vandaceous plants. The only cold-hardy member
is Neofinetia falcata. Orient your plants in such a way as to take
advantage of as much light as possible. Reduce watering and feeding
schedules.
Join the American Orchid Society today to receive their excellent monthly
magazine and have access to their Members Only section on their web
site.
From the American Orchid Society

Growing Orchids in November
From Martin Motes
This October has been both warmer
and drier than usual. Cold fronts
have consistently stalled to our
north, failing to lower temperatures
and drop the moisture from our air.
In general, this has been good for
our orchids after an unusually wet
year which has encouraged fungus
to develop.

If you have any suggestions
or comments regarding the
Dry weather is always welcome,
Society, meetings or this
particularly with the shortening days
Motes Myrmecocattleya Tiffany's Tiara
newsletter, please feel free to
of autumn providing fewer hours of
contact
our
President,
Michele Owens at 954-695- drying sunshine. Vandas in particular are relishing the additional warmth
and as long as it continues should receive weekly applications of low
7889 or email.
If you have special event in
your life or know of a member
who is ill, please call our
Corresponding
Secretary,
Barbara Shaw 716-574-9573
or email.
Moving? Changed your e-mail
or phone number? W e don't
want to lose contact with
you. Please contact
our
Membership Chair, Donna Holt
Swanson. email
AT

T HE ME E T INGS

Be g in n e r' s Co rn e r:

phosphorus liquid fertilizer such as Peters XCell. Phalaenopsis should
receive similar treatment as soon as the first significant drop in
temperature stimulates them to produce spikes, which will grow all the
longer and fuller with the additional grub.
Sympodial orchids, on the other hand, should have fertilizer withheld
particularly species dendrobiums and the catasetinae which are entering
dormancy. Many of these can well be moved to the edge of the collection
where they will receive bright drying conditions and be less likely to be
accidentally watered.
The extra warmth which accelerates the growth of our plants,
unfortunately also fuels their enemies, mites and Thrips whose growth
normally slows with the lessening temperatures of autumn. Although high
temperatures are still a bit higher than ideal, oil can still be used to control

Each month we hold a special
workshop
for
beginner's
starting at 6:30 PM - just
before the meeting. Bring in
photos of any plants you're
having
issues with
your
orchid so you do not
accidently bring in any fungus
or little pests to the meeting.
Q u e st io n Bo x:
Have a question regarding
orchid care? W e're planning
to answer member questions
at the end of each meeting
(time permitting). Look for
the Question Box on the sign
in table. Feel free to ask
those burning questions & our
team of orchard experts will
do their best to give you an
answer.
S u g g e st io n Bo x :

W e want to hear from you!
To insure that our members
are getting the most out of
our
society,
we're
implementing a suggestion
box. Feel free to suggest new
topics or discussions for future
meetings, field trips, special
events or outings.
Please note the field trip to
orchid growers in homestead
is cancelled due to high costs,
but we are busy planning
other fun events.

these pests as the highest temperatures only persist for an hour or two in
our now shorter days. Three tablespoons of cooking oil in a gallon of water
kept as agitated as possible can be applied, paying particular attention to
the lower surfaces of leaves where mites love to reside. This simple, safe
remedy should be followed in precisely 7-10 days with an application of
dishwashing liquid soap (we like Ajax) at 4 tbs. per gallon. Again, complete
coverage, especially the undersides of leaves is required. These two
treatments should provide excellent control of mites as the dry season
progresses. Other treatments for Thrips and mites are provided in Fla.
Orchid Growing.
The lower temperatures of autumn allow us to be more comfortable as we
spend more time with our plants which is always a good thing. One activity
which can be undertaking is the repotting of sympodial orchids which have
completed their growth and flowering. The key to repotting in the fall is
making sure that the newly potted plant is very secure in its new home.
Plants that in anyway can move will have difficulty rooting, as wind will
break their tender root tips before they can adhere. Tie them up, tie them
down until they have re-established themselves.
While we are enjoying our Florida Indian Summer, we must not be lulled
into thinking it will last. Preparations to protect our most cold sensitive
plants still need to be undertaken expeditiously.
The cold sensitivity of various genera is set forth in Florida Orchid Growing,
and those genera which in fact need to be chilled are elucidated.
Meanwhile, each passing day of beautiful weather re-enforces our good
fortune in living here with one of the most perfect climates on the planet.

Martin Motes

Motes Orchids
Upcoming Meetings and Events

November 13, 2019- Tom Kuligowski, AOS Photographer, "What's
Light Got to Do With It?"
December 8 , 2019 - Annual Holiday Party, Westchester Country
Club. Toy drive.
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Our goal is to stimulate interest, provide education and enable the
exchange of information among orchid lovers
interested in the culture of orchids.
DELRAY BEACH ORCHID SOCIETY
PO Box 6571
Delray Beach, FL. 33482
Monthly Meetings are held on the second Wednesday of each month,
except December. Start time 7:00 PM
Location: Veterans Park Adult Recreation Building, 802 NE 1 Street,
Delray Beach, FL. 33483
954-695-7889
Visit our Web Site Click here
Follow us on Facebook
We are a non profit 501 {c} 3 organization

