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December Monthly Holidays
Art and Architecture Books Month • Bingo’s Birthday Month • Hi
Neighbor Month • Made in America Month • National Stress-Free
Family Holiday Month • Read a New Book Month • Safe Toys and Gifts
Month • Universal Human Rights Month • Winter Month

December Weekly Holidays
First Week of December
Christmas Tree Week
Second Week of December
Civil Rights Week • Human Rights Week • National Drunk Drivers Awareness
Week
Third Week of December
International Language Week • Tell Someone They’re Doing a Good Job Week
Las Posadas (December 16 – December 24)
Last Week of December
Pancha Ganapati (December 21 – December 25) • Kwanzaa (December 26 –
January 1) • National Game and Puzzle Week • Orange Bowl Week

December Moveable Holidays
Apple Pie Day ................................................................. Thursday after first Tuesday
Army and Navy Union Day .............................................................. second Saturday
Klopfleismachte ...................................................three Thursdays before Christmas
Election Day ...................................................... first Tuesday after the first Monday
Kiwi Day........................................................................................... first day of Winter
Underdog Day ............................................................................................. third Friday
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January Holidays for STEM Makers and Poets

Holidays

1

15

Make and Do

For New Year’s Day it’s out with the old and in
with the new. Create a booklet with words and
pictures looking back and looking forward. Last
year, who was your best friend? What is the most
embarrassing thing that happened to you last year?
New Year’s Day
What was the funniest moment? Looking forward,
what is something you always wanted to do and
how do you plan to go for it in the coming year?
What can you do to be an even better friend this
year?

Martin Luther
King, Jr. Day

Create a Martin Luther King, Jr. slideshow with at
least five slides titled as follows: The Man; The
Movement; The Legacy; The Holiday; and a fifth
slide of your own choosing. Include graphics,
sounds, movies and links.

January Calendar Special Days and Silly Days
1

New Year’s Day Around the World – How do people in
different countries and cultures ring in the New Year?
Create a poster displaying what you have learned.
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National Science Fiction Day – Isaac Asimov was born on
this day in 1920. He authored over 300 books, articles and
short stories and helped to popularize science fiction
writing. Write a one hundred word science fiction story
with two different endings.
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Drinking Straw Introduced in 1888 – Build the tallest, free
structure that you can from 50 straws and 50 straight
pins.
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February Monthly Holidays
American History Month • American Heart Month • Black History Month
Chocolate Month • Great American Pies Month • Human Relations Month
International Embroidery Month • Library Lovers Month • National Canned
Food Month • National Cherry Month • National Children’s Dental Month
Potato Lovers Month • Responsible Pet Owner Month • Return Shopping
Carts to the Supermarket Month • Snack Food Month • Umbrella Month

February Weekly Holidays
First Week of February
African Heritage and Health Week • Boy Scout Anniversary Week • Burn
Awareness Week • Children’s Authors and Illustrators Week • National Pay
Your Bills Week • Shape Up With Pickles Time
Second Week of February
Big Brothers/Big Sisters Week • Child Passenger Safety Awareness Week
Great American Pizza Bake • Homes for Birds Week • Jell-O Week
Laughter Keeps Us From Getting Dizzy Week • National Crime Prevention
Week
Third Week of February
National Brotherhood/Sisterhood Week • International Friendship Week
Love Your Pet Week • Pay Your Bills Week
Last Week of February
National Engineer’s Week • National Eating Disorders Week • National
Entrepreneurship Week • National Girl Scout Cookie Weekend • Pancake Week

February Moveable Holidays
Clean Out Your Computer Day ....................................................... second Monday
Race Relations Sunday.................................................... Sunday nearest February 12
President’s Day ........................................................................................ third Monday
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Lincoln’s Birthday – Abraham Lincoln was our 16th
president and he was born on this day in 1809. Why is he
considered one of our greatest presidents? What were
some of his accomplishments? Create a crossword puzzle
using facts that you have researched. Use one of the
crossword puzzle generators that are available on the web.
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Get a Different Name Day – What might you have been
named if you were born in the 1920s? 1930s? 1940s?
1950s? 1960s? 1970s? 1980s? 1990s? Using a
spreadsheet, make a chart of the top five male and female
names that you have researched from the Social Security
website.
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Valentine’s Day – Many countries around the world
observe Valentine’s Day, also known as the Feast of Saint
Valentine or Saint Valentine’s Day. Paper valentines
became popular in the early 19th century in England and
were often assembled in factories. Today, close to 200
million valentines are sent each year in the United States.
Adding schoolchildren who exchange valentines, the
number goes up to one billion. In 2010, an estimated 15
million e-valentines were electronically sent. Make an
animated electronic valentine. Try using a free, cloudbased animation program at www.animaker.com or use a
presentation program.
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National Gumdrop Day – Math and science activities with
gumdrops make for a great day. With a bag of gumdrops,
sort by color, count, chart and graph. Try dropping in plain
water and see what happens. What happens if the water is
boiling hot? Why?
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National Almond Day – Go nuts today! Almonds are both
seeds and super foods, dating back to ancient times.
Almond milk art is lots of fund. Pour almond milk in the
bottom of a tray and place dots of food coloring on the
surface of the milk. Add small drops of dishwashing soap.
Watch the colors twist and twirl as the soap molecules
cause a reaction with the fat molecules in the almond
25

Martin Luther King, Jr. Day Lessons and Projects
Science Lesson:
Experiencing Discrimination
Martin Luther King, Jr. dreamed that the United States would be free
of racial prejudice and would be “an oasis of freedom and justice.”
This lesson helps students experience preferential and prejudicial
treatment to develop a greater sense of fairness and even-handedness.

MATERIALS
§  
§  
§  
§  
§  
§  

Red papers squares and blue paper circles
Safety pins or tape
Brown and white eggs
Chart paper and black marker
Reward stickers
Privilege and Prejudice Worksheet

PLAN
§   As the class enters the room tape or pin a red square or blue paper circle on each student
so that half the class is wearing squares and the other half is wearing circles.
§   Throughout the lesson, treat the students wearing squares with preferential treatment:
§   Select as volunteers during the science lesson
§   Compliment during the lesson
§   Award with reward stickers
§   State free of homework that evening
§   As the lesson progresses and students with circles notice they are being left out, give
responses similar to those below:
§   The squares seem to be paying more attention.
§   The squares are raising their hands straighter and are not shouting out.
§   Something about the look on the squares’ faces gives me the impression they will do
a good job.

DO
§   Discuss Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. with the class. Ask the following questions only
calling on the students who are wearing squares. Ignore the raised hands of students with
blue circles. Give each square-wearing student who participates in the discussion a
reward sticker.
§   Why do we celebrate the life of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.?
§   What do you remember about his famous speech?
§   What kind of discrimination did African Americans experience in the 1950s?
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Privilege and Prejudice Worksheet
1.

Were you wearing a red square or a blue circle?

2.

Did your feelings about the students wearing a different color
change during the exercise?

____________________________________________
____________________________________________

____________________________________________
____________________________________________
3.

How did you feel about the teacher?

4.

How did you feel about yourself?

5.

Why did you feel the students with the red squares received
special treatment?

____________________________________________
____________________________________________
____________________________________________
____________________________________________

____________________________________________
____________________________________________
6.

What did you learn about privilege and prejudice?

____________________________________________
____________________________________________
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Poetry Lesson for Winter Holidays:
Holidays
In his poem Holidays, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow writes “that the holiest of all holidays”
are those that bring us tender memories. These memories are enhanced by descriptive
similes. With similes, students write poems capturing the feelings of one particular winter
holiday that brought them tender memories.
MATERIALS
§   Henry Wadsworth Longfellow Biography and his poem Holidays
§   Word processing or desktop publishing software or pencils, pens and paper
PLAN
§   Read and discuss Henry Wadsworth Longfellow’s biography and poem.
§   Ask the following questions:
§   What does Longfellow express about holidays?
§   What similes are found in the poem?
§   What does the color white represent in the poem?
DO
Getting Ready to Write
Ask students the following questions. As they give their responses, encourage discussion.
Before discussion, tell students that a simile compares one thing to another, using the word
“as” or “like”. Write answers on the board.
§   What similes can be used to describe holiday memories that bring happiness to mind?
For example: peaceful as my grandmother singing a lullaby, gentle as my grandfather’s kiss placed on
my cheek, warm as the fire place on that night
Writing the Poem
Students write poems using similes to describe memories of their winter holiday. Encourage
line breaks so that the poem looks like a poem and not like a story.
§   Students title their poem “Memories of My Winter Holiday.”
§   Suggest they begin their poems with the line: Memories I will keep forever for they are
§   On the next line, continue the poem with a simile.
For example: peaceful as my grandmother singing a lullaby
§   Repeat each line using another simile.
§   Students write at least four similes.
Editing and Publishing
§   Students read and edit poems with partners.
§   Students write their poems in a poetry book or enter them in a word processing
program.
§   Have students illustrate their poems and give a copy to people with whom they have
shared their tender holiday.
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Henry Wadsworth Longfellow Biography
February 27, 1807 – March 24, 1882
Henry Wadsworth Longfellow was born in Portland, Maine. His
father was a lawyer and it was thought that he would follow in
his footsteps. However, Longfellow loved languages and poetry.
At thirteen, he had his first poem published. He became one of
America’s most famous poets.
He studied at Boudin College where he showed a great talent for
languages. In 1825 at the age of eighteen, Longfellow graduated
fourth in his class. He was promised a position at Boudin if he
would continue his education in Europe. He traveled through
Europe for three years. These travels influenced his writing.
After returning from Europe, he taught modern languages at Boudin and was also a
university librarian. During this time, he was a translator and produced a great deal of
creative writing and poetry.
Longfellow was offered a position at Harvard University as a professor of modern
languages. Before beginning his position, he again traveled to Europe to study languages.
After returning to the United States, Longfellow became a professor at Harvard where he
taught English for twenty years. In 1854, after many years there, Longfellow resigned so that
he could spend his time and energy on his poetry. He was able to support himself by writing
poetry. He wrote powerful poems supporting the Abolitionist Movement, a movement to
end slavery. His most famous poem, Paul Revere’s Ride, is an American classic. The poem
took poetic license and may not be historically correct.
Longfellow married twice. His first wife died at a young age. He fathered six children with
his second wife. She died in a tragic house fire. These losses left him distraught. In spite of
his losses, Longfellow always tried to place himself in positive situations. He loved sunshine,
the sky, the sounds of nature and the differences that each season presented. He wrote about
all of the wonders he experienced. His faith and optimism about life gave him the energy to
write great poetry. He said: “We have but one life here on earth, and we must make that
beautiful.”
In later years, Longfellow received honorary degrees at Oxford and Cambridge. Queen
Victoria invited him to Windsor Castle. He was chosen a member of the Russian Academy
of Sciences and of the Spanish Academy. He is the only American to be honored with a bust
placed in the Poet’s Corner of Westminster Abbey.
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Holidays
by Henry Wadsworth Longfellow
The holiest of all holidays are those
Kept by ourselves in silence and apart;
The secret anniversaries of the heart,
When the full river of feeling overflows;-The happy days unclouded to their close;
The sudden joys that out of darkness start
As flames from ashes; swift desires that dart
Like swallows singing down each wind that blows!
White as the gleam of a receding sail,
White as a cloud that floats and fades in air,
White as the whitest lily on a stream,
These tender memories are;- a fairy tale
Of some enchanted land we know not where,
But lovely as a landscape in a dream.
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WINTER HOLIDAYS LEARNING STANDARDS
Common Core Math	
  

3 MD.A.1 Tell and write time to the nearest
minute and measure time intervals in
minutes. Solve word problems involving
addition and subtraction of time intervals in
minutes, e.g., by representing the problem on
a number line diagram.
4.0.A.C.5 Generate a number or shape
pattern that follows a given rule. Identify
apparent features of the pattern that were
not explicit in the rule itself. For example, given
the rule “Add 3” and the starting number 1,
generate terms in the resulting sequence and observe
that the terms appear to alternate between odd and
even numbers. Explain informally why the numbers
will continue to alternate in this way.
6.SP.A.1 Recognize a statistical question as
one that anticipates variability in the data
related to the question and accounts for it in
the answers. For example, “How old am I?” is
not a statistical question, but “How old are the
students in my school?” is a statistical question
because one anticipates variability in students’ ages.

Students determine how long a minute feels
and create A Minute To Win It game using
math content.

Students use number and shape patterns that
follow given rules to create A Minute to Win
It game and explain the concepts used in the
development.

Students will anticipate the variability of
number of students above to complete their
challenge in one minute and design the
challenge accordingly.

Common Core Language Arts – Literature
W.4.3.D Use concrete words and phrases
and sensory details to convey experiences
and events precisely.
RL.4.2 Determine a theme of a story, drama,
or poem from details in the text; summarize
the text.
W.5.9 Draw evidence from literary or
informational texts to support analysis and
reflection, and research.

RL.6.4 Determine the meaning of words and
phrases as they are used in a text, including
figurative and connotative meanings; analyze
the impact of a specific word choice on
meaning and tone
	
  

	
  

Students write poems using similes to
describe memories of their winter holiday.
Read and discuss the lyrics from My Country
’Tis of Thee and summarize the many details
in which the poet describes his love of our
country.
The words “let freedom ring” from this song
were quoted in Martin Luther King, Jr.’s
famous I Have a Dream speech. In this lesson,
students will write their own poems
understanding and using these famous words
as well as associating them with the words in
My Country ’Tis of Thee.
Students analyze the structure of
Shakespeare’s Sonnet 18, considered to be his
most famous. After analyzing the impact of
specific word choice on meaning and tone in
the sonnet, they write a poem of their own.
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WINTER HOLIDAYS LEARNING STANDARDS
ISTE Technology Standards 2015	
  

ISTE.1b Create original work as a means of
personal or group expression.
ISTE.2a Interact, collaborate and publish
with peers, experts or others employing a
variety of digital media and formats
ISTE.3b Locate organize, analyze, evaluate,
synthesize, and ethically use information
from a variety of sources and media
ISTE.4b Plan and manage activities to
develop a solution or complete a project

Food Engineers – Students become food
engineers and work in groups to create
original party mixes for Valentine’s Day.
Festive December – Students collaborate to
create a slide show featuring Christmas,
Hanukah and Kwanzaa or another seasonal
holiday.
Festive December – Students search the
Internet for information, pictures, videos,
recordings and so on, to use in their
production.
Festive December – Students use the
planning sheets to design the production and
determine the slide shows that must have at
least two frames per holiday and last no
longer than three minutes.

NGSS and ETS1 Science and Engineering Standards 2015
3-PS2-1 Cause and effect relationships are
routinely identified.
MS-ETS1-4, ETS1.B A solution needs to be
tested, and then modified on the basis of the
test results in order to improve it.  
NGSS 3-5, ETS1-1 Define a simple design
problem reflecting a need or want that
includes specified criteria for success and
constraints on materials, time or cost.

Experience Discrimination - Students
identify the cause and effect of preferential
and prejudicial treatment.
Candy Engineers – Students make
prototypes of party mixes to create and
recreate the final product based upon test
results.
Candy Engineers – The new food product
designed will meet specific design criteria
that is a combination of colorful, crunchy,
salty and sweet snacks that will fit into a selfsealing sandwich bag.
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