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6 Elul - 6 Tishrei

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3 4 5 6
Labor Day Sy Gelbard &
Gloria Avner
7 8 9 10 11 12 13
Sisterhood Joel Bofshever
9:30 a.m. &
Susan Gordon
14 15 16 17 18 19 20
Gloria Avner &
Sam Vinicur Slichot
5:00p.m.
Toby & Joel
Bofshever
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
Erev Rosh Joyce Peckman
Hashanah Rosh Shabbat
Dinner Hashanah Tshuvah
6:00p.m. 10:00 a.m.
Service
8:00 p.m.
28 29 30
Names denote leaders of Friday services.
Italicized names are Oneg sponsors. Ser-
vices every Friday at 8:00 p.m. except
where noted.
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President’'s Message
Bernard Ginsberg

As | am writing this message
the Gaza Palestinians are mak-
ing and breaking their "Cease
Fires." It is uncertain whether
Israeli Defense Forces on the
ground need to be recommit-
ted. Itis also T'sha B'Av the
Jewish fast commemorating the
destruction of the First Temple
(Solomon's) and the Second
Temple (Herod's) on the Ninth
day of the month of Av. We
have both a sad historical date
and a sad present day condition
together.

According to some Sephardic
traditons T'sha B'Av is the "Black
Fast" and Yom Kippur is the
"White Fast." T'sha B'av is the
Black because our loss of the
ancient Temples is a completed
historical fact. We cannot undo
this loss. We can only mourn
for it.

Yom Kippur is the "White
Fast," because although we af-
flict ourselves with fasting, it is
to purify our souls so that G-d
can forgive us our sins and the
fast turns out to have construc-
tive purpose. It even has a sort
of "happy ending" in this regard.

We can,through Yom Kippur,
recreate ourselves.

It is to this purpose that the
Officers, the Board of directors
of the KJCC and the Sisterhood
are driving themselves hard with
work to give you the congre-
gants the most rewarding High
Holiday spiritual experience
possible. Working out the de-
tails of the services and dinners
and onegs are daunting and
range from the mundane to the

sublime; from making sure the
air condition works to working
with the Rabbi and Cantor on
the schedule of prayer. Rabbi
Agler and our new Cantor Paul
Goldstein are working to

give us fantastic , moving ser-
vices. Barbara Knowles, Erika
Lieberman-Garrett and all the
officers of Sisterhood are mak-
ing all the dinners and

Onegs possible.

We do his so that your com-
mitment to Judaism and the
Jewish people will be rein-
forced, and so that Judaism will
continue through our commit-
ment and that of our children
and grandchildren. We do this
hoping that we the Jewish peo-
ple will have the strength of
commitment to Israel so that it
in turn will have the strength to
turn the political "Black Fast" of
Palestinian terrorism into a
"White Fast" of further Israeli
security, peace and progress.

On behalf of the officers
and board of directors of the
Keys Jewish Community Cen-
ter, | want to wish ever mem-
ber a happy, healthy and pros-
perous New Year. | want to
personally invite each and
every one of you to services
this year so that we can pray
together for Israel and the en-
tire Jewish people and renew
and strengthen our friendships
and commitments.to each
other. With love,

Bernie Ginsberg
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David Feder and Beth Kaminstein
Honored

KJCC salutes its members David Feder and
Beth Kaminstein, who were recently honored by
the Morada Way Arts & Cultural District at a
gala reception at the Keys History & Discovery
Center in Islamorada. The reception took place
on June 21* against the backdrop of an exhibition
of the watercolors of the late renowned Keys
artist Millard Wells that included his beautiful
watercolor of the KJCC.

Dave was honored as Morada Way’s Citizen
of the Year. This award is given “. . . to an indi-
vidual who goes above and beyond in building
community, embracing talent and who focuses on
the positive future of Islamorada and the Florida
Keys.”

Beth was one of only two artists to receive
the coveted Red Kerchief award, given in honor
of Mr. Wells, to artists: “who embrace service,
creativity and community involvement. Their
artistic ability and representation in the commu-
nity capture the hearts of those who call the
Florida Keys home.”

Dr. Bernard Ginsberg, president of the KJCC,
commented: “We are extremely proud of Dave
and Beth. These outstanding artists carry on a
long tradition of community service by KJCC
members.”

-Steve Hartz

Meditation Garden Brick
BH'
YASHER KOACH
TO THE KEYS JCC
STEVEN ZEICHNER M.D.

Acknowledging the often-overlooked

So much has to happen to make KJCC func-
tion properly. (It’s a big and complex place.) Few
think about it when every room is sparkling
clean, or the meals are ample and delicious, or all
the lights work and the hand-towel dispensers
are full. But these things don’t happen by them-
selves. Your fellow members lovingly volunteer
their time and resources — often a lot of both
— to keep things running smoothly, so that
when you’re here you can just reflect and relax
and enjoy. Lots of additional work (lots) goes
into preparing KJCC for the special High Holiday
season. (For years, Joel Pollack and the late Jim
Boruszak used to come in and hand-polish all the
silver finials and crowns that adorn our three
Torahs.) When you’re here, try to remember to
say thanks to Bernie, and Gloria, and Barbara, or
any Board or committee member you see, for
months of hard work and dedication to a long
checklist. Here’s an example of the often unsung
yet important contributions that somehow get
made: Joel and Toby Bofshever took it upon
themselves to take the special High Holiday To-
rah covers to one of the few specialized cleaners
who knows how and is willing to handle such
intricately woven fabrics. (The answer is: very
carefully.) Our thanks to Joel and Toby, and to
everyone else who has helped make the High
Holidays an important and memorable part of
this and every year.

Yartzeit Plaque

Clayton Allan Rakov
The Best
Husband, Father, Grandfather
19 Tishrei 5686 - 25 Tevet 5774

Onegs For September

Toby and Joel Bofshever are sponsoring the
Oneg on September 19th in honor of Joel’s
birthday.
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BOOK PLATE
In Memory of
Arthur Gonshak
By
Arthur & Johanna Willner




September Birthdays

IST et Mildred Finkelstein
2Nt Marcie Orenstein
2Nd o Lloyd Wruble
AN e Debby C. Block
Chase Barrett

Bth e Steven Greenbaum
TN ettt Stellar Levy
7th ... Morton Silverman
7th ...... Mindy Agler
8th ...... Susan Horn
TN e Jacob Klimpl
FOER e Gerri Emkey
Lisha Lane

F3th e Andy Tobin
T4th e Lili Werthamer

Larry S. Schur
Shirley Krissel
.......... Avery Haviv
......................................................... Brenna Nobil
.......................................................... Steven Schur
...Barbara Bernstein
TN e Joel Bofshever
22Nd e Fred Hudson
Maryon Gould
............ Lauren Schur
.......... Noah Bitton
Marla Berenson
......................................................... Michel Bitton
............. Joan Kay
....Cory Wasser
28th e Jonathan Line

September Anniversaries

Years
9th Neal & Cathy Rakov.........ccccoecueemrercuncnnce 30
9th Steven & Barbara Smith.............c.cococuune... 36

30th Ira & Anita Krieger
30th Marsha & Tom Garrettson .................... 24

Truly People of the Book

The burgeoning KJCC Library — filling up with
great reads, novels and histories and biographies
and also serious books of Jewish scholarship on
Jewish life and Jewish thought — thanks our prez,
Bernard Ginsberg, M.D., for his donation of the
Modern Commentary nine-book series that in-
cludes discussions of Esther, Jonah, Shir HaShirim,
Pirkei Avot and four others. We would also like
to express our gratitude to David and Toby
Goldfinger for their generous donation of twelve
copies of "The Living Torah," the purple books
we use on Shabbat morning, In memory of Major
Mike Markowitz M.D. and Thelma Goldfinger.

Yartzeit Plaque

Irving J Kulick
January 13, 1978
5 Shevat 5738
"Adored Father"

TEKIAH: Back to School Special

Sunday, September |4th, will be the first day
of class for this year's KJCC Religious School. It
will be a special day, with Guest Teacher Dr.
Bernard Ginsberg, aka our honorary Zaydeh,
giving a workshop on the fine art and meaning of
blowing Shofar. Classes will begin, as always,
promptly at 10:00 am and continue until noon. It
will be a full and exciting year. If you have friends
with school age Jewish children, please invite
them to join us on our opening day. A copy of
the complete school year calendar can be found
on our website: keysjewishcenter.com

Meditation Garden Brick

LILEV NITZAN HAI
LOVE EPHEMERAL ZEPHYR
WATERFALLING TEARS
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S Memoniam Obgptember 2014

In Memory Of
Sam Roazen

By Sylvia Berman
>SS

In Memory Of
Jim Boruszak

By Joan Boruszak
>SS

In Memory Of
Ronald Repka

By Nancy L. Cohn
>SS

In Memory Of
Leo Rosenberg

By Robert & Joni Sages Dandrea
>SS

In Memory Of
Louis Gitin

By David Gitin
>SS ISI>><>

In Memory Of
Paul Gould

By Maryon Gould
>SS

In Memory Of
Leonard Roberts

By Marshall & Myra Kaplan
>SS ISSIS>><S>
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In Memory Of
Goldie Berman

By Sylvia Berman
>SS

In Memory Of
Lillian Goldstein

By Joan Boruszak
>SS

In Memory Of
Evelyn O. Coltman

By Barnet O. Coltman
<S>>I

In Memory Of
Albert Improta

By Carol Field
<S>>I

In Memory Of
H. Melvin Berkon

By Jamie & Laura Goodman
>SS I><>

In Memory Of
H. Robert Walters

By Maryon Gould
<>I>LS>I>ISLISISISLIS>LI>S<S>

In Memory Of
Sadie Klimpl

By Michael Klimpl
>SS

In Memory Of
Molly Feldblum

By Marc Bloom
>SS

In Memory Of
Sydney Edelman

By Dale Chasteen
>SS

In Memory Of
Ida Hitzig

By Wes & Rita Conklin
<S>>I

In Memory Of
Hannah Improta

By Carol Field
<S>>I ISISSIS><D>

In Memory Of
Nettie Gorson

By Janice Gorson
<>>L>I>I>I>I>ISI>I>I><>

In Memory Of
Beverly Harvey

By Mitchell Harvey
>SS ISLISISISS>LI>S<S>

In Memory Of
David ). Levine

By Steve & Luzviminda Levine
>SS



S Memoniam Obgptember 2014

In Memory Of
Anne Hendin Margulies

By Stanley & Jenny Margulies
>SS

In Memory Of
David Gulkis

By Alan & Elaine Schulberg
>SS

In Memory Of
Mollie Silverman

By Morton & Gene Silverman
>SS

In Memory Of
Toby Mitchell

By Joel & Linda Pollack
>SS

In Memory Of
David Schur

By Lee Schur
>SS

In Memory Of
Mauro Ojeda

By Mark & Sofy Wasser
<S>>I

In Memory Of
Lorraine Martell

By Skip Rose
>SS

In Memory Of
Max Rosenfeld

By Morton & Gene Silverman
>SS

In Memory Of
Jim Boruszak

By Joan Boruszak
<S>>I

Ongoing Projects and Mitzvah Programs of KJCC

SUNSHINE COMMITTEE: If you know of any member who should receive a get well, congratulations or
condolence card from the KJCC, call Gene Silverman, 305-664-3316.
CEMETERY INFORMATION: If you wish to plan for the very distant future, you can reserve space at the
Kendall Mt. Nebo Cemetery in the KJCC section. Call Bernie Ginsberg, 305-852-9300.

MEDITATION GARDEN: Have you visited our beautiful garden? Call Steve Steinbock, 305-394-0143, to
reserve a bench, brick or tree plague for posterity.

PICTURE POSTCARDS: We have beautiful picture postcards in the KJCC Gift Shop bearing the Millard Wells
representation of the KJCC commissioned by Sisterhood. They can be packaged to fit your needs and mailed
to you or your gift recipient. The price is $36 per hundred but we will sell lesser quantities. Contact Susan
Gordon, 305-766-3585.

ONEG SHABBAT SPONSOR: To schedule your special date with Sisterhood, call Joyce Peckman, 305-451-
0665.

KJCC TREE OF LIFE LEAVES and ROCKS, SANCTUARY SEAT PLATES, YAHRZEIT MEMORIAL PLAQUES,
BOOKPLATES for siddurim: Call Carol Steinbock to arrange your donation, 305-393-1205.

JNF TREES IN ISRAEL: A gift of a tree, or two or more, makes a long-remembered way to honor a loved one,
a relative, a friend or an occasion. Both Israel and the KJCC benefit. Call Linda Kaplan, 305-396-7000.
CHAI-LIGHTS MITZVAH: Place a greeting or notice in Chai-Lights. Call Carol Steinbock, 305-393-1205, to
make your donation.

ADVERTISEMENT IN CHAI-LIGHTS or DIRECTORY: Your business ad will appear in every issue of Chai-
Lights. Call Linda Pollack, 305-852-8575, for annual rates.

Call the names listed above for assistance or send your request and check to the KJCC, P.O. Box 1332, Tav-
ernier, FL 33070. Recipients of your gifts will be notified by card and listings will appear in Chai-Lights as
well. Honorarium and memovrial cards can also be requested. Donations can be earmarked to our various
ongoing funds; e.qg. Holocaust Education Fund, Meditation Garden, Rabbi & Cantor Fund, Scholarship Fund,
Sara Cohen Memorial Tzedukah Fund, Sunshine Fund, or General Fund.
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KJCC High Holiday Service Schedule
5774--5775 (2014)
Rabbi Richard Agler and Hazzan Paul Goldstein

Saturday, September 20:
Pizza/Movie- -"Exodus"/Slichot Service 5:00 pm

Wednesday, September 24:
Dinner, contact Barbara, RSVP required 6:00 pm
Erev Rosh Hashanah 8:00 pm

Thursday, September 25:

Rosh Hashanah, Day 1 Shacharit (Morning Service) 9:30 am
Break after Shofar Sounding 12:00 noon
Musaf Service 12:15 - 1:30
Taschlich at Ocean Pointe 4:00 pm

Friday, September 26:

Rosh Hashanah, Day 2 Shacharit (Morning Service) 9:30 am
Break after Shofar Sounding 12:00 noon
Musaf Service 12:15 - 1:30
Shabbat Service 8:00 pm

Saturday, September 27:
Shabbat Tshuvah (led by Hazzan Paul Goldstein) 10:00 am
Havdalah at Ocean Pointe 7:45 pm

Friday, October 3:
Kol Nidre 8:00 pm

Saturday, October 4:

Yom Kippur Service 9:30 am
Yizkor 11:30 am
Children’s Service 11:30 am
Break after morning service 12:15 pm
Musaf 12:30 pm
Afternoon activity times are approximate:

Informal “"Fast Talk” with Rabbi Agler 2:30 pm
Jewish Meditation with Rabbi Agler 4:00 pm
Neillah (Reading Story of Jonah) 5:45 pm
Maariv

Havdalah

Break-the-Fast

Sunday, October 5:
Sukkah Decoration 10:00 am

A T
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Contributions to KJCC

We appreciate the thoughtfulness of those who support the Keys Jewish Community Center by remembering and

honoring their friends and loved ones through their generous contributions. All donations made dfter the fifth of

the month will appear in the following month’s Chai-Lights. When you make a donation, please signify the fund
it is to go to and the recognition of the name or names to be listed.

In Honor of

Pauline Roller's 99th birthday
In Memory of
David Gonshak

Book Plates
Plutzer, Arthur

Willner, Arthur Lee & Johanna

Chai-Lights

Bofshever, Joel & Toby
Garretson, Marsha

Pollack, Joel & Linda

Roy, Medina

Shabathai, Joe & Kathy
Sheinker, Miltra

Solas, Elaine

Steinbock, Steve & Carol
Willner, Arthur Lee & Johanna

In Honor of
Pray for Us
Love offering
Pauline Roller's
99th birthday

General Fund

Begam, Delores

Cole, Ronald

Davidson, Foster & Carol Laskin

Dorf, Barry & Natalie
Gilson, Michael & Suzanne
Ginsberg, Bernard

Gitin, David & Gloria Avner
Gitin, David & Gloria Avner

Bloom Family birthdays
Pauline Roller's

99th birthday

Linda Perloff's birthday
Michaela Bitton's

Gitin, David & Gloria Avner
Gitin, David & Gloria Avner

birthday
Hartz, Steve & Jan
Kaplan, Marshall & Myra
Kaufman, Michael & Lorena & Family Sean's Ist
Birthday

Peine, Rachel

Silverman, Mort & Gene
Solas, Elaine

Willner, Sherrie
Wruble, Lloyd & Rae

General Fund
Margulies, Stanley & Jenny

In Memory of
Beloved Isaac Cohen
Pardo

Holocaust Ed Center
Isenberg, Patricia
Roy, Medina
Meditation Garden In Honor of
Roy, Medina
Shabathai, Joe & Kathy  brick - Joe & Kathy Shabathai
Zeichner, Steven  brick - Yasher Koach Florida Keys
JcC
In Memory of
brick - memory Michal Kamely
Howard Shutan,
Carmel Catanese
Steinberg, Richard & Sheila Rose Wainer,
Sam Wainer, Wally Steinberg
Steinberg, Richard & Sheila Mollie Z. Cohen

Meditation Garden
Kamely, Jardena
Sax, Stuart & Lauren

Rabbi & Cantor Fund
Bofshever, Joel & Toby
Calev, Barbara

Coltman, Barney

Davidson, Foster & Carol
Dorf, Barry & Natalie
Feinberg, Arthur

Gitin, David & Gloria Avner
Gould, Joe & Marla Berenson
Gould, Maryon

Hartz, Steve & Jan

Isenberg, Patricia

Kasinof, Steve & Amelia
Knowles, Richard & Barbara
Nobil, Lynn

Perloff, Linda

Pollack, Joel & Linda

Roy, Medina

Sachs, Joe & Susan

Sax, Stuart & Lauren
Shabathai, Joe & Kathy
Silverman, Morton & Gene
Steinbock, Steve & Carol
Temkin, Robert

Rabbi & Cantor Fund

Davidson, Foster & Carol

In Memory of
Robert Davidson
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Ritual

Ginsberg, Bernard
Goldfinger, David & Toby
Margulies, Stanley & Jenny
Scholarship Fund In Honor of
Gordon, Susan

Grossman, Herb & Elinor Pauline Roller's 99th birthday
Roy, Medina

Stein, Ira & Shirley

Tallent, Lillian
In Memory of
Bill Kwalick

Robert W. Singer, Jon Singer

Kwalick, Teresa
Singer, Mary Lee

Sisterhood In Honor of
Boruszak, Joan

Richard & Mindy Agler  Pauline Roller's 99th birthday

In Memory of
Lieberman-Garrett, Erica Shirley Lieberman
Sisterhood Oneg Fund
Bofshever, Joel & Toby
Gross, David & Patti
Kasinof, Steve & Amelia
Pollack, Joel & Linda

Sunshine Fund
Sax, Stuart & Lauren wishing Carol Steinbock a

speedy recovery

Tree of Life

Feinberg, Arthur Barry Feinberg
Yahrzeits

Boruszak, Joan Priscilla Leshin
Dorf, Barry & Natalie Dorothy Schafer
Emkey, Gerri Gertrude Weisberg

Geller, Milton
Grossman, Stuart

Jennie Geller, Louis Geller
Morris Grossman,
Margaux Grossman
Les Reitman
Catherine Kaplan,
Sidney Kaplan
Steven Kwalick, Esther Kwalick,
Irwin Kwalick
Paula Travers
Leon Kirschenbaum
Ralph Tallent, Ida Estrin
Robert Robinson
Irma Weihl
Rose Fine, Frieda Feinberg

Kaplan, Marshall & Myra
Kaplan, Ronald & Debra

Kwalick, Teresa

Riley, Michele

Roy, Medina

Tallent, Lillian
Taramona, Hermine
Weihl, Alfred & Sue Ann
Wolfe, Larry & Dorothy
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Yahrzeit Plaques
Brodie, Thomas & Renee
Rakov, Neal & Cathy

Irving J. Kulick
Clayton Allan Rakov

Yizkor Book

Begam, Delores

Blumenfeld, Marvin & lvy
Boruszak, Joan

Boxer, Shirley

Calev, Barbara

Cline, Meredith

Coltman, Barney

Cooper, Alan & Susan
Davidson, Foster & Carol Laskin
Emkey, Gerri

Feinberg, Arthur

Garrettson, Marsha

Gelbard, Sy

Ginsberg, Bernard

Gitin, David & Gloria Avner
Goldfinger, David & Toby
Gordon, Susan

Gould, Maryon

Grant, Andrew & Randi
Greenbaum, Marilyn

Harris, Steve & Marsha

Hartz, Steve & Jan

Harvey, Mitchell

Isenberg, Patricia

Itkin, Arthur

Kamely, Yardena

Kaplan, Frank

Knowles, Richard & Barbara
Krissel, Michael

Marmar, David & Pamela

Nobil, Lynn

Pollack, Joel & Linda

Rakov, Neal & Cathy

Riley, Michele

Roy, Medina

Sachs, Joe & Susan

Sax, Stuart & Lauren

Schur, Lee

Sheinker, Miltra

Silverman, Morton & Gene
Singer, Mary Lee

Solas, Elaine Willner, Arthur Lee & Johanna
Steinbock, Steve & Carol Weber, Judith
Swartz, George & Muriel
Tallent, Lillian Willner, Arthur Lee & Johanna
Temkin, Robert Zwerdling, Sherry



YEDA VE'TORASHA

Yardena Kamely

THE GAZA WAR

Looking at the current situation in the
Middle East and seeing things as they really
are, it's not a pretty picture. | wish it were
different. And here is the problem: the Middle
East, which has never been a place of peace,
is becoming more dangerous and unpredict-
able. And that Middle East is Israel's immedi-
ate neighborhood. Scary picture. | am so tired
of seeing it every day on the TV screen or
reading about it in the news media. Some-
times | wish | did not see the reality and that |
could be more optimistic, have hope for
changes. But instead, there is the frustration |
feel as a Jew and as an Israeli: there seems to
be no solution to the Arab-Israeli conflict.
Matters are getting even more complicated.

Look at Syria. A horrible war, a terrible
tragedy, and they are killing their own peo-
ple. Thousands of Europeans have gone there
to fight in the Jihadist war, and Europe fears
that when those fighters return they’ll con-
tinue the religious or Jihadist ideological war
in Europe. In Brussels in May, four people
were killed at the Jewish Museum. The sus-
pect arrested by French authorities had
fought in Syria. That Syria is Israel's northern
neighbor. And in Syria, Hezbollah forces, a
terrorist organization with headquarters in
Lebanon, are on the battlefield. That's the
same Hezbollah that calls for Israel's destruc-
tion and has accumulated an arsenal of tens
of thousands of deadly rockets. Lebanon is
also Israel's neighbor.

As if these neighbors were not dangerous
enough, Israel has gotten new neighbors, the
Caliphate-aspiring ISIS, another terrorist
group with advances in Syria and Iraq, terror-
izing the population with shocking brutality.

Israel is separated from ISIS forces in Iraq
only by its fragile neighbor Jordan, a country
that wouldn't be able to defend itself against
an onslaught except, perhaps, with the help
of outside forces.

Then there is Iran. Though separated from
Israel's eastern border by 800 miles, Iran's
missiles can reach that far, and so can those
of its proxies, Hezbollah and Hamas. And
speaking of Hamas, there is, of course, the
Palestinian issue. Whenever | talk with my
relatives and friends in Israel about the Gaza
War, they are saying that this war is not
against the Palestinians, that they feel sorry
for them. They are not indifferent or insensi-
tive to their suffering. My best childhood
friend, Tzipi, asked me if | remember the
bomb-shelter in our building and the days
and nights we had to stay there. Of course |
remember; we were small kids, growing up
together in Haifa. It was the Sinai War (1956);
our fathers were fighting, my father as a vet-
eran at the front, and her father, a Holocaust
survivor, in the support units. And she feels
sorry for the Palestinian children and for the
children in Israel who have to go to shelters.

Talking to my friend Eli from the Kibbutz,
a war veteran, he explained that this Gaza
War is not about territory, it is against
Hamas, a terrorist organization whose charter
calls for Israel’s destruction. He believes that
the situation in the Middle East and the con-
flict with the Arabs will not change, and that
Israel has to live with it. But he also thinks
that in this Gaza War something did change
and for the better for Israel; our neighbors
Jordan and Egypt are with Israel against
Hamas. Eli hopes that after this war Israel will
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have a longer period of quiet.

| also spoke to my longtime friends in
Chile, (I have lived in Chile for 25 years), and
am very disappointed and annoyed to hear
about the reaction to the Gaza War by Chilean
Palestinians, who are protesting against Israel
and the Jews. (The largest population of immi-
grants of Palestinian origin in South America is
living in Chile, 350,000 or more.) It doesn’t
make sense.

A message, written by Victor Toledo Sel-
man, an Arab Palestinian Chilean (or Chilean
Palestinian Arab), to the Palestinian commu-
nity in Chile, explains it. He asks: “Are these
our relatives?” He has seen many Palestinians
in Chile argue about the conflict in Gaza with a
patriotism almost fanatical, as if these were
their closest relatives who are in danger of
death. They comment

in the world (and Chile) was not motivated by
the Israeli immigration. Palestine in the year
1910, he says, was a land poor and decadent.
400 years of Turkish rule didn't just burst its
population with taxes. For the Turks, Pales-
tine was nothing more than "Southern Syria",
a land of little significance except for the
spiritual value of Jerusalem itself. Almost all
the Palestinians in Chile came to the diaspora
looking for better opportunities than offered
by the Turkish Empire. And, Toledo argues,
there have always been Jews in Palestine. Af-
ter Christ, there have always been Christians
in Palestine. There has never been an Arab-
Muslim State based in Palestine, never been
an Arab-Christian state in Palestine. What rea-
son is there for Chilean Palestinians to have
anti-Jewish feelings? It is Hamas’ objective,
the Islamic state in

with varying degrees of
knowledge about the
situation in the Middle
East, and with a con-
stant dose of anti-
Judaism - or "anti-
Zionism" - if you prefer.
Toledo thinks that the
causes that led to the
Israeli operation
against Hamas are well
justified, and that the
situation is getting out
of hand, because hun-

the Middle East, they
should reject.

The sad thing
about the war in Gaza
is that it makes us
realize that despite
the passing of hun-
dreds of years, little
has changed. The
names are different
but the narrative re-
mains the same. Jews
are terrorized, they
look to the world, for

dreds of innocent civil-
ians have been killed.

Toledo continues: “And since the Gaza War
is a war of propaganda as much as missiles, |
am obliged to remind you of some important
points regarding that so enthusiastic Palestin-
ian patriotism: The vast majority of Palestini-
ans in Chile, we are and were Christians from
the West Bank (mainly Bethlehem and Beit-
Jala). Therefore, little or nothing have we in
common with the Muslims in Gaza. A Christian
community in Bethlehem has existed since
time immemorial, probably from the time of
Jesus himself. This community spoke Aramaic,
Greek, and history finally determined that they
speak the Arabic language.”

Toledo argues that the Palestinian diaspora
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somebody to inter-
vene,(the UN, the EU, international help,
Western leaders, etc.), they look everywhere
and discover in the end that no one is going
to fight the wars of the Jews. So they fight
alone. And then the world is talking about it:
what an outrage, the Jews dare defend them-
selves! The question that comes to mind: why
didn’t the world leaders act five years ago to
prevent Hamas from having thousands of
rockets? Why didn’t they put pressure on
those who are funding Hamas? Why didn’t the
UN Security Council prevent the construction
of tunnels in Gaza or close them? Israel de-
serves a real solution from the world leaders.
And the people of Gaza, too; no more tun-
nels, no more rockets, and no more Hamas. ¢
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\World Jewish Report

Israel’s New President

In a small ceremony at the Knesset (the
legislative branch of the Israeli government) in
Jerusalem, while fighting continued between
Israel and Hamas in the Gaza Strip, Reuven
Rivlin was sworn in as Israel’s 10" president.
Knesset members of Arab parties boycotted
the event - not because they opposed Rivlin
personally - but because of the fighting in
Gaza and the deaths of Palestinian civilians
there. Rivlin decided to cancel the cocktail
party and limit the festivities that normally
follow such a swearing-in ceremony. But he
was not interested in postponing the cere-
mony altogether because of the hostilities be-
tween Israel and Hamas. (Governments don’t

need cocktail events, but they do need to func-

tion.) Outgoing president Shimon Peres plans
to now lead a large company that is looking to
invest in projects connected to peace in the
Middle East. Rivlin began his term on July 28™.
(www.haaretz.com, 7-24-14)

Need a Minyan? There’s an App for That
Are you looking for a minyan, a Jewish re-
quirement for public prayer? (Traditional syna-
gogues still insist on ten men over the age of

13; egalitarian congregations, such as KJCC,
include women.) There’s a new smartphone
app that searches for available Jews nearby to
join in prayer. The app, Minyan Now, is free
and is available for both iPhones and An-
droids. It’s a product of RustyBrick, Inc. of
West Nyack, New York. The app notifies other
users when someone in the area is looking for
a minyan. “This works great at airports, train
stations, sports events...where there are likely
ten or more Jewish men, but no official...
synagogue in the area,” a company press re-
lease said. When the app is activated, notifica-
tions are sent to anyone approximately ten
minutes away. RustyBrick, Inc. also has a

prayer book app. (The Forward, 7-10-14)
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The “Jewish” Schindler

Yank Barry, a Canadian-Jewish philanthro-
pist, has provided refuge in Bulgaria for 782
Christians at risk in the Middle East. Some of
the refugees come from Iran and Iraq, but
most of them are from Syria. His goal is to
save the lives of 1,200 refugees, the same
number of Jews that were rescued by Oskar
Schindler during the Holocaust. Barry has
spent $3 million providing the refugees with
hotel rooms, social services, medical care and
educational opportunities. To show their ap-
preciation, the Syrian refugees delivered
200,000 liters of water to Bulgarians who
were affected by flooding and a severe heat
wave. Bulgaria is a point of European entry
for many Middle East refugees escaping wars
and persecution. Barry runs Global Village
Champions, an international humanitarian
organization. (Barry gained fame with the
band The Kingsmen, those who gave us the
renowned “Louie, Louie” song).
(www.jpost.com, 7-28-14)

It Could Save Lives

One out of three Americans over the age
of 65 will lose their balance and fall. For
those over 80, the risks increase dramatically
and often lead to hospitalization, painful sur-
geries and decreased life expectancy. Israeli
biomedical engineer Yonatan Manor has
launched the B-Shoe, a new technology device
to help prevent the loss of balance among the
elderly. Manor, along with his partners Abra-
ham Stamper and Aharon Shapiro, studies
how stability decreases with age as muscles
deteriorate and reflexes slow down. They in-
stalled a sensor-driven motorized mechanism
in the heel of a sneaker that helps maintain
the desirable pressure in the heel area. The
device works by gently gliding the shoe back-


http://www.haaretz.com
http://www.jpost.com

wards to correct imbalance. The sensors, op-
erating through a rechargeable battery, de-
tect when the center of pressure is shifting; if
the wearer does not adjust his or her step
within a few milliseconds, the shoe begins to
move backwards a few centimeters to help
regain stability and balance. The B-Shoe has
been tested in leading Israeli hospital labs. It
has been granted patents in both the United
States and Israel, and could be on the market
within the next two years. (World Jewry Di-
gest, July 2014)

She Was Jewish!

In the 1930s, the Nazis held a contest to
determine the most beautiful Aryan baby,
their plan being to use it as a “poster child”
for propaganda. Out of a large stack of baby
photos submitted, Joseph Goebbels, Nazi
Propaganda Minister, selected the photo of a
child named Hessy Taft. What he did not
know was that Hessy Taft was Jewish. The
photo was taken by a professional photogra-
pher and anti-Nazi German (who was well
aware that Taft was Jewish) in 1935 when
Taft was six months old. He entered the
photo into the contest to humiliate the Nazis.
The photo eventually appeared on the cover
of a Nazi magazine, on postcards and other
widely distributed Nazi propaganda. Taft’s
family worried that the Nazis would somehow
discover who the child was and that she was
Jewish. They left Berlin and eventually arrived
in the United States in 1949. Taft, now 80, is
currently a part-time chemistry professor at
St. John’s University in the Jamaica, Queens
section of 