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The President’s………...Pipings…………...Bob Pasco

INSIDE THIS ISSUE :

The President Pipes…..
Hello beekeepers, I'm afraid life was just way too busy last month to
write even my normal short address to the club ( 6 flights , a reunion,
1 death, lawyers, and caregivers o-my). That has calmed down a bit
and I can think about bees and their keeping for a while. It seems
that swarm season is still with us. I was called to one on Bell Street
in downtown Sequim last week. It was a pretty easy catch, I found
the queen and put her in a brood/swarm box on a ladder and went
back the next morning and had a box full of bees.Sweet! It wasnt a
large swarm so I newspaper combined them with a weeker colony I
had. We'll see how that works out as time passes.I have been able to
super my two other hives so I am hopeful on that front.

The VP mathematically
Buzzes
The Secretary dances
from minuets to weeds

An international Photo
contest

I still hope to try my hand at grafting queens this month so the honey production may drop off as the workers concentrate
on brood rearing rather than honey production. If I am
successful I will go into winter with more and stronger
hives and hopefully come out in the spring with more
hives.

The Milan Pohl Apiary

On the subject of queen rearing I want to remind all our members
that George Purkett, from
the West Sound Beekeepers
Queen Rearing Group will
speak at our next meeting.
He is one of the team that
teaches queen rearing and
is quite knowledgable and
will give a good overview of
different methods we can
use to raise our own
queens. I urge all of our members to attend this meeting. I can promise you It will be interesting.

The Guard Bee in a different type of hive

I will try for the record for the shortist meeting so we have time for
George to speak and answer questions that I'm sure will arise.

Education Field Day

Stuff—swap, sale and
free
Chef BeeBread cooking
up a swarm
Plus More More More
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The Vice President…………Buzzings…….Cindy
Beekeepers and Math
While the numbers related to the life cycle of bees may seem irrelevant, not to mention school
is out and it is summer vacation, they have usefulness when examining our hives. Organizing
the life cycle of bees in a chart can be a handy reference. See below:
Caste

Days required in each stage of brood

Total time from egg to adult

Eggs

Larvae

Pupae

Queen

3

5½

7½

16 days

Worker

3

6

12

21 days

Drone

3

6½

14 ½

24 days

Ok, there’s the handy reference, now what? It was a beautiful day today and you were checking your hives. You found eggs, though you could not find the queen. How long ago was there a
queen in that hive? There was a queen in that hive at least 3 days ago and she possibly is still
there -just not wanting to be
found. If you see hatched larvae, open
brood and no eggs when was the
queen there? The queen would have been
there 4 days ago. Let’s say you
see a capped queen cell, when will this
queen emerge? In 7 to 8 days.
Once this queen emerges how long before
you will see eggs from this
queen? ( Hint: the queen mates 5-10 days
after she emerges as an adult
from her cell) Within 5 to 10 days. Oh my
goodness, you accidently
squished your queen as you were reassembling the hive following examination : ( In how many days would you
likely have a laying queen
again? ..assuming you do not get one
through mail order and Dan Harvey does not have queens available?? Probably within 21 to 26
days.
So math has relevance for us! Just say’in… In early June I noted a rapidly growing colony
presented me with a capped queen cell : ) I started a new colony with two frames of brood with
worker bees, one of the frames housed the capped queen cell, and two frames with honey and
some pollen. Each week for two weeks I added another frame of open brood. During week 3 I
discovered the new queen had successfully mated because I found eggs. Meanwhile the donor
colony did not miss the resources I had shifted to start the new colony (split)and they continue
to thrive.
with appreciation for your patience,
-Cindy E.
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Secretary’s…........... Waggle Dance Communications…......
North Olympic Peninsula Beekeepers’ Association (NOPBA)
Meeting Minutes June 8, 2014
The North Olympic Peninsula Beekeepers met at the Port Angeles Public Library. Vice President Cindy
Ericksen called the meeting to order at 1: p.m.
There were 15 members and 4 guests in attendance: Vice President- Cindy Ericksen, Secretary- Jev
Unick, Treasurer-Walt Wielbicki, Librarians-Richard Parks, Dave Taylor, Bill Yada, Wendy Yada, Elisabeth Hegyi, Steve Reinhart, Suzanne Greenleaf, Ed Phillips, Mike Silva, Darrell MacIntyre, Terry Bendock, and Jadie Henton. Guests: Joan Gloor, Sean Halbert, Karen Halberg Weaver and Melvina
Worman.

Minutes from the May meeting were approved.
Treasurer’s report: Previous balance: $3.137.07, Deposits: $55.00 dues, Expenses: $398.96 for 1 queen
for club hive, canopy tent for club booth use. Current Balance: $2,793.11
Beekeeper/Education Trustee Report: Cindy Ericksen reported Mark encouraged feeding until
blackberries are blooming.
Library Report: Richard reports new cards for library check out.
Ad Hoc Trustee Report: Sign-up sheet for the County Fair passed for club members to sign up to run
booth throughout the fair.
Old Business:
Voting on t-shirt design will be held next month at the July meeting. Color, sizes and quantities
will be ordered.
Extractor will have stand and be ready to use in October. It is currently being worked on.
Cindy Ericksen sent around sign-up sheet for the NOPBA Lavender Festival booth at the George
Washington Bed and Breakfast, 965 Finn Hall Road, Port Angeles. Dates are July 18, 19 and
20, 2014 with two time slots 9:45-1:45 and 1:45 to 5:45 available.
Sign-ups as follows:
Friday, July 18- Bill Yada 9:45-1:45
Saturday, July 19- Elisabeth Hegyi 9:45-1:45
Sunday, July 20th Suzanne Greenleaf 9:45-1:45
New Business:

Bill Yada will be doing a hive cut out on a Bagley Creek property. Two or more hives have been there for
10 years. Bill would like some assistance from members to do this cut out. He will connect with interested members after the meeting. He will report out in July.
Call for additional announcements by Cindy Ericksen, Vice President. No additional announcements.
Motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Ed Phillips and seconded by Bill Yada at 1:50PM.
After the meeting Jev Unick spoke about Biodynamic Bee Stewardship.
Next NOPBA meeting is Sunday, July 13, 2014, at 1:00 PM following the Beginning Beekeeper’s Class at the
Port Angeles Library. Education topic is Queen Rearing with guest speaker George Purkett.

.

Respectfully submitted,
Jev Unick, NOPBA Secretary
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Items of interest to beekeepers June 22 by Jev
National Pollinator Week 2014 is now history, but a lot of interesting events marked the event.
In Albuquerque, New Mexico, The 'Bees, Bats & Butterflies" Pollinator Awareness Day was
held today at the Open Space Visitor Center with presentations on the butterfly life cycle, bats
as pollinators, basics of beekeeping and also mead making, plus a melange of family activities
ranging from making pollinator plant seed balls, a native bee house and beeswax candles to upclose an personal encounters with the pollinators themselves, honey tasting and give-aways.
Congratulations to the Albuquerque Beekeepers for their efforts.
In Washington DC, Congressional officials and others interested in bee health gathered at the
U.S. Botanic Garden to honor this year’s recipient of the second annual Bayer Bee Care Community Leadership Award on June 18. Congressman Austin Scott (R-GA) and Congressman
Doug LaMalfa (R-CA) were in attendance to celebrate Herbert Everhart, winner of the 2014
Award.
The following day, students, industry experts, UDC Master Gardeners and Bayer employees
gathered to plant a pollinator garden at the local SEED Public Charter School of Washington,
D.C. USDA entomologist David Epstein was in attendance to help with the planting.
Details of these last two events will be in the next WAS Journal.
http://ucanr.edu/sites/was2/WAS_Journal/
From Paula Nelson, 4 Corners Beekeepers in Colorado comes this valuable list of plants for pollinators. Worth sticking on your notice board for anytime you are making planting choice. These
will probably be a localized list so if you know of additions for your own region, send them on
and we'll keep building.
SPRING & SUMMER BULBS
Purple flowering onions (Allium spp.)
Golden crocus (Crocus x luteus)
Bishop Series dahlias* (Dahlia)
Winter aconite (Eranthis hyemalis)
Grape hyacinth (Muscari armeniacum)
Siberian squill (Scilla sibirica)
PERENNIALS & BIENNIALS
Anise hyssop (Agastache foeniculum)
Butterfly milkweed (Asclepias tuberosa)
Lesser calamint (Calamintha nepeta)
Cornflowers (Centaurea spp.)
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Purple coneflower (Echinacea purpurea)

Globe thistles (Echinops spp.)
Fireweed (Epilobium angustifolium)
Blanketflowers (Gaillardia spp.)
Cranesbills (Geranium spp.)
Fall sedums (Hylotelephiumtelephium)
Knautia (Knautia macedonica)
Forget-me-not (Myosotis sylvatica)
Russian sage (Perovskia atriplicifolia)
Meadow sage (Salvia nemorosa)
Showy goldenrod (Solidago speciosa)
Fall asters (Symphyotricum spp.)
ANNUALS
Cosmos (Cosmos spp.)
California poppy (Eschscholzia californica)
Sunflower* (Helianthus annuus)
Heliotrope (Heliotropium arborescens)

Love-in-a-mist (Nigella damascena)
Breadseed poppy (Papaver somniferum)
Portulaca* (Portulaca spp.)
Blue anise sage (Salvia guaranitica)
Profusion and common zinnias* (Zinnia spp.)
HERBS
Chives and onions (Allium spp.)
Borage (Borago officinalis)
Horehound (Marrubium vulgare)

Lemon balm (Melissa officinalis)
Mints (Mentha spp.)
Catmints (Nepeta spp.)
Creganos (Origanum spp.)
Rosemary (Rosmarinus officinalis)
Rue (Ruta graveolens)
Sage (Salvia officinalis)
Thyme (Thymus spp.)
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SHRUBS

Heather (Calluna vulgaris)
Blue mist bush (Caryopteris x clandonensis)
Summersweet (Clethra alnifolia)
Winter heath (Erica carnea)
Lavenders (Lavandula spp.)
Sumacs (Rhus spp.)
Elderberry (Sambucus nigra)
TREES

Maples (Acer spp.)
Alders (Alnus spp.)
Redbud (Cercis canadensis)
Hazels (Corylus spp.)
Tulip poplar (Liriodendron tulipifera)
Fruit trees, especially apple, plum, and cherry (Malus and Prunus spp.)
Tupelo (Nyssa sylvatica)
Black locust (Robinia pseudoacacia)
Willows (Salix spp.)
Basswood/linden (Tilia spp.)
WEEDS
Viper’s bugloss (Echium vulgare)
Birdsfoot trefoil (Lotus corniculatus)
Dandelion (Taraxacum officinale)
Clovers (Trifolium and Melilotus spp.)
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Photo Contest
The 2014 Vita international beekeeping photo competition
Beekeepers and honeybee fans are invited to enter the 2014 Vita international photo competition.
Winners' photographs will appear in the 2015 Vita (Europe) Ltd Calendar and they will each
receive a copy of the limited edition calendar. There will also be a cash prize plus beekeeping
products for the best as judged by an international panel of beekeeping journalists and suppliers.

All suitable entries will also be added to the Vita Gallery( www.vita-europe.com/gallery ), a
free online resource of hundreds of honeybee-related photos which is used by beekeeping lecturers and associations across the globe.
Entrants can submit up to four photos (preferably each about 1mb in size) relating to honeybees or beekeeping by emailing them to gallery@vita-europe.com. Photos can be on any relevant topic: from honeybee behaviour, to beekeeping practices, foraging honeybees and honeybee produce.
The outright winner of the competition will receive a €50 cash prize, plus Vita anti-varroa
products for 10 colonies. Runners-up will receive a special package of Vita products. There is
also a special prize for the winner of the under-16s category.
The deadline for entries is 19 October 2014.
Giving a few tips for this year's entrants, Jeremy Owen, Sales Director at Vita and Chairman
of the judging panel, said: "This year the judges will be keen to see photographs of beekeeping
management in action. Since the photos are linked to months of the year, well-composed outof-season photographs are likely to stand out from the crowd."
Outlining the reach of the Calendar and the Vita Gallery, Sebastian Owen, Commercial Development Manager of Vita (Europe) Ltd, said: “The Vita Calendar must be one of the besttravelled calendars I know. It is sent to the Vita distributor network across the globe and I
usually see it prominently displayed in their offices on my visits. But the reach of the photographs entered doesn't stop there -- nearly all the photos also become available in the Vita
Gallery where they reach another audience that includes beekeeping associations which tell us
what a valuable resource they are in teaching new members and communicating with the public in lectures and presentations."
Terms and Conditions of the 2014 Vita Photo Competition
The competition is open to any individual. Up to four photos (about 1mb each in size) relating
to honeybees or beekeeping may be submitted. Please include your name, postcode (or equivaMMXIV, ISSUE 7
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lent) and country in your email. You may also include captions for your photographs if you
wish. The deadline for entries to the competition is 19 October 2014.
Entrants must certify that the image/s they are submitting is their own work and that they own
the copyright. It is the responsibility of each entrant to ensure that any images they submit
have been taken with the permission of the subject and do not infringe the copyright of any
third party or any laws. In providing images for the competition, each entrant agrees that Vita
can put it in the online Vita Gallery for others to use and the Vita Calendar. Wherever used,
Vita will credit the contributor.
For the cash prize, bank transfer details will be required.
Notes To Editors

Vita (Europe) Limited is a mite control and honeybee health specialist. It is the world’s largest
dedicated supplier of honeybee health products to the honey and pollination industries. With a
rigorous and ethical approach to research and development into honeybee health, Vita has no
commercial interests in crop pesticides or crop breeding that may be harmful to honeybees.
Vita researches, develops, and manufactures a range of honeybee health products. Its headquarters are in the UK, it has offices in Italy, France and Russia, and partners across the
globe.. These products are marketed internationally through a network of 60 distributors in 50
countries.
Vita’s honeybee health product range includes anti-varroa acaricides – Apistan® (outside the
USA/Canada) and Apiguard® – chalkbrood and wax moth controls, foulbrood diagnostic kits
and health-promoting feeds. Vita also supplies hornet traps and swarm lures. Vita products
have been registered by more than 60 veterinary authorities.
Vita promotes sustainable beekeeping through Integrated Pest Management (IPM). Its treatments are designed to inhibit the build-up of resistance and wherever possible contain natural
compounds and biological controls that are benign to all but the target pests.
Vita invests a very high proportion of its turnover in research and development. Research partners include universities such as Cardiff, Milan, Udine and Naples and institutes such as the
Tierhygienisches Institut (Institute of Animal Health) in Freiburg, Germany, the UK Central
Science Laboratory and the USDA in America. Vita’s innovative research and development
work has been recognised by and has received support from the UK Government.
As a result of its primary research of natural control agents, Vita is currently engaged in new
projects exploring mite control in the agriculture, veterinary, and horticulture industries as
well as public health and human allergen control.
See www.vita-europe.com for more information and the new web app which can be accessed at
www.healthbeeguide.com.
Follow Vita as “Vita (Europe) Ltd” on Facebook and Google+ and as “@vitaeuropeltd ”
on Twitter.
.
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The Milan Pohl Apiary
Milan talks bees in his Warre Apiary.
A recent swarm from one of his three
hives is buzzing around in the Wielbicki
(NOPBA Newsletter Editor) Top Bar Hive
Apiary. Milan pointing at the hive where
the swarm came from.
Milan is interested in “beekeeping for the
bees” by sustainable, natural beekeeping.
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Education…………………….. Mark’s Orientation Flight
June 1 st, Field day at Mark’s . The club hives
were inspected and Mark Pointed out the various workings of a hive. Queens were found and
inspected. Eggs in various stages were pointed
out. Laying patterns were shown and explained. A hive combined with another with
newspaper was shown and the paper was removed. Mark showed how to use this method.
Mark pointed out his electrified bear proofing
of his apiary!!.
A great day was had by all Thank-you Mark !

Pointing and asking questions……..
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I know there is a queen in here somewhere
Oh Well found some new eggs so we
know she is here and doing her job.

Showing how to get comb honey. So far
not much happening. Mark showed a
foundation less frame he is trying for
“cut comb honey” (Not shown in this
picture)

Mark’s workshop
Mark giving a demonstration of
building a frame and installing
the foundation and giving some of
the tricks he has learned along the
way.
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A Busy, Busy Time

We are coming out of a busy time both for people and for the bees. The big finish to my public
education involvement conflicted with our last meeting and for that I’m sorry. Now we start doing all the summer jobs that piled up for the last 12 months and don’t forget about the fair.
Hopefully you noticed that for the last 6 weeks or so there has been a terrible lack of nectar producing plants. Most of my hives were going through a quart of feed per day and none of it was
being stored. This week I’m calling an end to the handout and they are on their own (except for
the swarms I’ve collected). I removed the feeding boxes and replaced them with honey supers
and a couple of comb honey boxes in the hope that we get a good flower crop in July. So far I
would say the queens have been better than in the last 3 or 4 years. Only one or two failed that
I’m aware of and so far the number of drones produced has been acceptable.
So on the topic of swarms, we’re now into July “so they aren’t worth a sty” but I’ll keep collecting them. None of the club hives or my own have swarmed yet but they seem to be slower to
build up than many I’ve seen around town. Keep checking on the available space and have
some empty supers ready to put to use. The blackberries are fantastic so far.
Finally, the saga of the Elwha Cultural Center hive continued this week. As you may remember, we put together a full-on removal in early April and removed a 5 gallon bucket of comb as
well as 4 or 5 pounds of bees. Dan Harvey gave me a heads up that they were back and Cody
from the Center followed soon after. Not only was the hive back, it was back with a vengeance.
Obviously we did not collect the queen or enough of the workers because they rebuilt that hive
bigger and better than ever, in only two months! When we took the front pillar apart this time,
the combs were about 2 feet long and completely loaded with larvae but not much honey. This
time we vacuumed every bee we could see, scraped everything we could reach and sprayed insecticide in every nook and cranny. I stopped by yesterday and there was not a bee to be seen
but as anyone who has taken out a hive can attest, they are very attractive to swarm scouts so
we’ll see how long it takes for the other three posts to become colonized.
The collected bees did something I haven’t seen before. I placed them in an empty hive and had
to run to Seattle for the day. When I returned, there was a pile of bees about 2 feet across lying
in the ground about 20 feet from the hive. I made sure none of mine had done a swarm trick
and checked on the new hive. The box was empty, except for a mouse that had taken up residence. So the way I’m reading this is that the bees had the queen with them when I put them in
the box. The queen tumbled out of the hive either because she was injured or because she didn’t
like her roommate. Everyone else followed her and they slowly crept away from the hive.
I looked as closely as I could for the queen but couldn’t locate her and that made me sad given
what she has done in the last 4 months. The workers were all put in with recent swarms and
will hopefully help build the numbers.
I’m hoping June & July is a little boring.
—Mark
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The Guard Bee
All about a different hive
“The Rose Hive”
By Tim Rowe, West Cork, Ireland

Here is an interesting site with a slightly different Bee Hive developed by a beekeeper in Ireland, Tim Rowe:
http://www.rosebeehives.com/what-are-rose-hives.html
http://www.rosebeehives.com/video
I found this interesting as it is a hive of one size boxes like the Warre but with frames like the
Langstroth. I mainly was interested in the manipulations he does with the boxes so I am giving
it a try with my Warre’s and soooo far sooo good! Give it a read and see what you think. Let me
know what you think.
—Walt

A great new tool to help reduce spray incidents
Some of you are aware of DriftWatch, a voluntary online site registry program created by Purdue University Agriculture and Biological Engineering that has been effective in allowing farmers, pesticide applicators and beekeepers to identify, map and communicate where spraying is
planned as part of ongoing stewardship activities. It was launched in Indiana in 2008 and now
includes the states of Colorado, Delaware, Illinois, Indiana, Kansas, Michigan, Minnesota, Missouri, Montana, Nebraska and Wisconsin.
. Find

out more at www.driftwatch.org
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From The Hive By Chef Beebread

Braised Radishes with Honey and Lemon
Braising tames radishes ‘ natural pepperiness, and honey rounds out their flavor with a touch
of sweetness.
2 tablespoons honey
1 tablespoon each lemon juice and vinegar
2 tablespoon olive oil
2 large bunches radishes, roots trimmed and cut in half

1 teaspoon salt
1/2 teaspoon freshly ground black pepper
1 tablespoon chopped fresh chives
Whisk honey, lemon juice and vinegar in a small bowl. Hear olive oil in a skillet over mediumhigh heat. Add radishes and sauté’ 2 minuets. Add honey mixture and stir to coat. Reduce
heat to medium, cover and cook 5 minuets, stirring occasionally. Add salt, pepper and chives.
Serve warm or room temperature. Serves 4.

Beekeeping gleanings
Sent in by Tony an interesting article, click and read………………..
Colder winters add to colony collapse | Harvard Gazette:
http://news.harvard.edu/gazette/story/2014/05/colder-winters-add-to-colony-collapse/=
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Bee Stuff — Swap! / Looking For! / For Sale! / Free stuff! / ?
Send in the info on your stuff you want to get … or get rid of
Include your email or two cans on a string number send it in to the editor

Free to a good home
I would like these items to go to someone who is beginning, or currently without supplies. I
have been blessed, by Bill and Wendy Yada, with a beautiful swarm, which are building like
crazy in a top bar I bought from Walt. These bits and pieces are not a complete set up, but
someone may be able to piece things together!

Here is what I have to give:
1 deep box- 8 frames with foundation. Most with comb already drawn.
1 western- 3 frames with foundation. With some comb drawn.
1 metal queen excluder

1 top feeder with box (double bath type)
Contact Jev at 360-808-2374

Bee Tool Box
Tools not included ! Has holder for your lit smoker safely keeps it off the ground or to carry in
your vehicle. 20 inches long can hold a few frames if needed. $40 Walt— 681-5494
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What is Happening Calendar

July 2014
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13 NOPBA

14

15

16

17

18 Lavender

19 Lavender

MEETING

Festival NOPBA
Booth

20 Lavender

21

22

23

24

27

28

29

30

31

25

26

A Swarm at Blythe’s Apiary
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Membership signup form and renewal for NOPBA

Forgot your dues ? Or if you wish to become a member fill out the form below
and send it to the address on the form.
Please make checks payable to NOPBA

North Olympic Peninsula Beekeepers Association
New Member signup & Renewal form
Name ________________________________________________________
Address ______________________________________________________
Phone ________________________________________________________
Email _________________________________________________________
Beekeeping experience __________________________________________
Number of Hives _______________________________________________
Type of Hives __________________________________________________
For office use only:
Dues Paid___________ Date ___________
Initials ________
To Mail in:
1. Fill out form
2. Enclose Check for $10.00 for one years dues
3. Mail to:
NOPBA
P.O. box 3036
Sequim, WA 98382
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WWW.NOPBA.ORG
INFO@NOPBA.ORG

The North Olympic Peninsula
Beekeepers’ Association
formed to promote the common
interest and general welfare of
beekeeping, to protect honey
bees, to encourage good bee
management practices, and to
encourage good public relations
between beekeepers and the
public.

Our meetings are currently held on the
second Sunday of the month at 1:00 p.m.
A WSBA class for certification starts one
hour before the business meeting. We
meet indoors at the Port Angeles Library.
NEXT MEETING :
July _13, 2014

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 2014 – 2015
President

Bob Pasco

pasco@olypen.com

Vice President

Cindy Ericksen

ericksenpc@olympus.net

Secretary

Jev Unick

jevrene@q.com

Treasure

Walt Wielbicki

waltw@q.com

Education

Mark Urnes

urnes@msn.com

Beekeeper Trustee

Mark Urnes

urnes@msn.com

Librarian
Newsletter

Richard & Marilyn Parks

rwparks12@yahoo.com

Walt Wielbicki

waltw@q.com

North Olympic Peninsula Beekeepers Association
Editor: Walt Wielbicki
E-mail: waltw@q.com
NOPBA
PO Box 3036, Sequim WA 98382
www.nopba.org
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