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What Should Be Used to Place 
Students in a Math Course?
1. Math Placement Tests:  
•   Convenient
•     Only measure aptitude – doesn’t always translate to success
2. High School GPA:
•      Represents study skills, persistence, motivation, and aptitude  

•           High GPA may not accurately reflect math aptitude

•            To use as a stand alone placement, you would need to analyze how 
old it was, how many math classes, what math classes, what grades in 

those classes, etc.



3. Combination of HS GPA and Math Placement Test
•            More effective than considering only one
•            The HS GPA could measure how “good at school” the student was 

and the placement test could measure how “good at math”.

SLU uses a score called a “Math Index” which is essentially a weighted 
average of a student’s ACTM or Placement Test score and their overall high 
school GPA (on a 4.0 scale).
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Proposed Model – Using ACT Math
•  
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Proposed Model- Using 
ACCUPLACER
•  



Proposed Model- Using ACCUPLACER



Comments
• Test scores “expire” after three years, but high school GPA’s do not.
• A statement is needed somewhere on the webpage and/or in the 
documentation for this process that stipulates a processing time that 
must be allotted for students wishing to utilize multiple measures.  

• Responses to the questionnaire will be tracked and analyzed to provide 
data for possible correlations between non-cognitive skills and 
accurate course placement.  

• The continued use of Accuplacer as an assessment tool is impractical.  
• MDHE cut score for College Algebra or equivalent = 116 in the Elementary 
Algebra domain.  

• A perfect score in that domain is a 120. 
• It is our recommendation that the college pursue implementation of a new 
Math Placement Test.  


