LAUREL DE HISTORICAL SOCIETY
P O Box 102 Laurel, DE 19956

“knowing our history helps us to understand our future”
Incorporated January 1977

Message from the President

Fall 2014 Newsletter

by Doug Marvil

I am very excited about the recent initiative of the Laurel Historical Society to create a business membership category. The
Society has done much to document and present the importance of the various local businesses of Laurel that have served
as the foundation of our town. We support all our businesses and the Chamber of Commerce and look forward to growing
a long term mutually beneficial relationship. We are proud to show our newest business members in the table below.
Thank you! We look forward to many more businesses taking the opportunity to become members of the Society.

Welcome to our new Business Members!
They are supporting the Society - please support them .







Chet’s Auto Body
Dave Smith’s Exterminating, Inc.
Duke’s Lumber & Son
Five Points Deli & Liquors
Laurel American Legion Post 19







Laurel Pizzeria
Precision Irrigation
The Bank of Delmarva
Wash ‘n Vac Car Wash
Laurel Lions Club

On June 12th the Society was very fortunate to have Madeline Dunn, National
Register Coordinator – Historian with the Delaware Division of Historical &
Cultural Affairs, speak to approximately 60 members of the Laurel community
about the significance of the historical and architectural features of the
beautiful 1921 Laurel School Building. See page 3. The entire audience was
enlightened by her knowledge of and enthusiasm for the "1921" building.
Thanks to Madeline for a great presentation! Thanks also to member Cathy
Parker for taking a number of people on a guided tour of the school.

Looking Ahead – It will soon be election time for the Society as terms expire for all our current Officers. This means we
are looking for a few good men and women to consider coming on ‘board’ to help us continue to grow the Society. Please
give it some thought and let our Committee chairs, Pat Murphy and Cathy Parker, know of your interest.
In November, we will be sending out our Annual Appeal. You have always been generous and we ask that you continue.
We have a multitude of needs, including painting the Heritage Museum as well as purchasing a sign for it; air conditioning
for the Cook House to better protect our artifacts and new display cases for our Museums, to name just a few. Thank you
in advance for your thoughtful generosity.

The fall meeting of the Society will feature Kendal Jones with an impressive collection of
approximately 50 of his vintage postcards. They contain scenes in and around Laurel from the early twentieth
century ranging from homes to churches to businesses. Kendal has the unique ability to make these postcards
come alive with his narration of many interesting details, giving his audience a very real and interesting
perspective of the subjects of the cards. Make sure to get this event on your calendars - September 18th at St.
Philip's Church at 7:00 pm. You don't want to miss it - increase or just refresh your knowledge of the history of
our great little town!
Upcoming Events:
Society Board Meetings – 4th Monday at Cook House ~ 7 p.m.
NEW TIME: Life in Laurel at the Library - Last Thursday at 10:30 a.m.
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Membership Matters:

Collections Corner
by Norma Jean Lynch Fowler

I have worked with the Society’s collections for the past
six years, and in that time I have enjoyed the numerous
stories that are revealed in these objects, photographs,
and documents. It’s the stories themselves, really, which
captivate history lovers, not just the objects. For
example, one new donation is a pharmacy bottle from
the S. L. Kenney drug store. Not recognizing that name,
the first thing I would do is search The Nineteenth Century
History Of Laurel index and business directories. I would
also look over the Pomeroy and Beers Atlas of 1868 to
see if Kenney is mentioned in the Laurel town insert map.
Other sources would be Kendal Jones, Sarah Marie Trivits
and my husband, Ned, to see if they could add anything.
Even a Google search sometimes brings up new
information. For the story is what’s important. Whatever
information I find I enter into the catalog record so that
the information is passed on to those who come after us.
If it isn’t recorded or passed down orally from one
generation to another, these stories are in essence lost.
You, as members of the historical society, have the
opportunity to help preserve memories of Laurel, ones
that you have experienced yourself, or have had re-told
by your ancestors. Starting on September 25, 2014, the
Laurel Library and the Laurel Historical Society will cosponsor a revamped edition of Life in Laurel, the very
successful history group that has been meeting monthly
at the library in the evenings, since March of 2013. We
have about 10-12 regular attendees, and the stories and
laughter is heartwarming. Loads of laughs along with lots
of learning.
This year we are moving the fun to mornings so that,
along with some coffee and light refreshments, we can
start the day reminiscing with friends, old and new. The
gatherings will be on the last Thursdays of each month
(except Nov. and Dec.), and will start at 10:30 in the
library meeting room. The theme for September will be
“Dear old Golden Rule Days.” We will touch on the years
that Laurel School was operated as a military school,
complete with uniforms and battalions, as well as favorite
teachers, country schools and anything else that comes
up in the conversations! If you enjoy the stories at our
general membership meetings, you will love these little
monthly meetings. Mark your calendars now!
FYI: We have recently changed our "Open" hours –
the Cook House and the Laurel Heritage Museum are
now both open on the first Saturday of each month from
10:00 am to 2:00 pm. The museum is also open during the
week from 8:00 am to 12:00 pm. And by the way, we are
now offering to help folks search for their Laurel "roots“;
contact the Society for more information.
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Membership continues to grow with 200 individuals,
many of these being husbands and wives. We are very
pleased to introduce our nine newest members, including
Mary Jane Weldin who is featured on page 4:
Brian and Diane (Van Den Meydenberg) Calloway were both
born and raised in Laurel. Brian grew up near Chipmans Pond
and Diane near Trap Pond. Both have a great fondness for
history, especially of Laurel. Brian enjoys playing guitar and
works as a lieutenant for the Millsboro Police
Department. Diane enjoys painting and works as a Professional
Engineer for DNREC. Diane currently serves as Vice President of
the Old Christ Church League, which is the organization that
maintains OCC, where they were married. They have two
wonderful daughters and a third baby on the way! They are
avid campers and enjoy camping and geocaching as a family.
David Elliott describes himself as a Christian husband, father
of two children, a farmer and general contractor. He was born
in Georgetown but moved to Laurel in 1935 and lives in his
great grandfather’s home and farm on Sycamore Road with his
wife; the home is registered with the State Historical Register.
He was a former State Senator (1968-1976) and Insurance
Commissioner (1976-1984). He enjoys a number of family
heirlooms, including an Elliott branding iron used by his great
grandfather at his timber/lumber business (1870-1885), which
was located at Elliott’s Dam on Sycamore Road.
Janice McGuirk is originally from Towson, MD but spent much
of her life in DC where she worked for the SEC for 31
years. She has recently bought an old home in Laurel, near the
Cook House, and will be moving here within the year. She loves
old homes and history and is very interested in the area and in
Laurel. She LOVES cats, gardening and decorating.
Stephen and Gabrielle Elliott are both retired and live in
Richmond, VA. Stephen was born in Salisbury and his
Laurel/Sussex connections come primarily through his Elliott
and Hearn ancestors, all of whom are buried in Odd Fellow
Cemetery. Gaye says she has caught the family
history/genealogy bug and is “the family historian of sorts for
our families”. They are both anxious to learn more about their
Elliott family history and Laurel.
Alfred Robinson & Suzanne Layton- Alfred was born in 1921
(the year the 1921 Building was built) and raised in Laurel; he
attended O’Neal's one room school till' 7th grade when he
attended LHS. Alfred's class was the largest class to graduate
at that time (63 students). Al was a businessman for 56 years
in Seaford, selling the first manufactured home sold in
Delaware to an iron worker at the DuPont Plant in Seaford. His
wife, Suzanne Murphey, was born in Salisbury and raised in
Hebron; she graduated from Mardela Springs and attended
Del-Tech. Alfred built his dream home on the Nanticoke River
in 2006 and is enjoying his retirement his wife of 21
years. Together they have 6 children and 22 grandchildren.
page 2

Fall 2014

1921 with 1931 addition photo courtesy of Morris Harris

The Story of the ‘1921’ Building

The 1921 Building (currently the Laurel Intermediate Middle
School) continues to be a focal point of heated discussion
among the citizens of Laurel, the School Board, and our
congressional representatives. There are those who would
want to demolish it but there are others who want to
celebrate it and see it restored to serve Laurel for many years
to come.

The decision about the future of the building is not for these
pages but the Society would like all of Laurel to hear what
Madeline Dunn, National Register Coordinator-Historian of the
Delaware Historical and Cultural Affairs had to say about this
building on June 12, 2014. For starters, the 1921 building is a
significant part of Laurel’s designation as a historic district by
the National Register of Historic Places, which the town
earned in 1988. This Register is the official list of the Nation’s
historic places deemed worthy of preservation! This is an
honor and a privilege– the signs saying “Entering Historic
District” can be seen throughout the town.
So let’s go back a few years. Laurel was a prosperous and
thriving town in the early 1920s. It boasted many successful
businesses and farms, prominent citizens AND a multitude of
small country schools, for white and black students, similar to
those spread throughout Delaware. Unfortunately many of
those schools were in a poor condition and it was at this point
that then Gov. William Denney and private citizens, such as P.
S. duPont began rethinking its educational programs and from
there things started happening. The School code was changed
in 1919, setting compulsory student attendance; new
standards for teacher certification were created along with an
official State Department of Education and a decision was
made to build new schools through the financial generosity of
Pierre S. duPont. The consulting architect, James O. Betelle,
A.I.A. encouraged them to build schools that would: “have a
community centre concept, promote historical styles,
consider environmental and local traditions, have great
amount of window surface and large wall space between
windows”.
Laurel DE Historical Society Newsletter
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Buses lined up in front of the school in the
late 1920s -photo courtesy of Jay Windsor

The 1921 Building in Laurel was built in that framework, as
were 25 other schools for white students throughout the
state. Its Colonial Revival architecture was carefully chosen
to reflect the period and is still admired by many with its
symmetry and rectangular block design, accentuated
entrances, Grecian urns, two story pilaster, belt course,
fanlights and sidelights, quoins, Palladian windows, Flemish
bond brickwork, dentilated cornice, water table and
decorative brickwork, like the Chevron pattern, and the
roof balustrade. These features were not found in all the
other schools; Laurel’s 1921 building was considered to be
‘the top of the line’.
Ms. Dunn concluded her presentation that evening by
saying, “the 1921 Laurel High School is a ninety-three year
old school building which represents aspects of Laurel’s
architectural and historic integrity. Built at a time when an
average house cost $8,094 and the average annual income
totaled $1,116, I understand why this building was
considered locally as a “model of efficiency” (The State
Register – March 7, 1925). While compiling information
about this historic school, I reflected upon Mr. P. S.
duPont’s vision regarding the importance of constructing
up-to date schools and I now have a better understanding
about how the 1921 Laurel High School complements his
vision to develop a “… school system which … exemplify
the scientific principles of modern construction … which …
is safe and sanitary… and expresses the pre-eminence that
education must have in the life of a democratic people.”
Senator Venables echoed the sentiments of the audience
in expressing his appreciation to Ms. Dunn for the rich
history she provided – history that helped him and other
legislators understand the significance of the 1921 building
which led them to their decision to save it from demolition.
The future use of this building may seem a bit blurry at the
moment but its history is rich and clear.
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ALL ABOUT LAUREL SPORTS
Eastern Shore Baseball League
Did you know Laurel was part of this league ? It was
a class “D” minor league, based in Maryland, that
played off and on from 1922 to 1949. During its
three separate eras, the league was represented by
14 cities - 7 from Maryland, 5 from Delaware and 2
from Virginia. Laurel was one of those cities, with its
team, the Laurel Blue Hens in 1922 and 1923*. Local
baseball enthusiasts, like Pat Murphy and Mike
Lambert of Seaford know all about this; in fact Mike
has a wonderful site on Facebook full of facts, figures
and LOTS of photos – he has shared several photos
but he says memorabilia and information from those
two years for Laurel is extremely scarce. He would
love to have one of their uniforms. They tell me that
Andy Nye played for the Blue Hens and then played
for Manager Home Run Baker on the Easton (MD)
Farmers. So that’s where that name came from – I
wonder how many of our young people know that
history?

In an article about Ben Sirman by Pat Murphy in the Laurel
Star in March of 2014, he writes: “Ben is the 11th player from
Laurel named in the Delaware Sports Hall of Fame in
Wilmington. It is not just their accomplishments on the field
of play but their sense of community and friends …that makes
them all true Hall of Famers”. They are:
Ron Waller (football, coaching 1977)
Dallas Marvil (football, basketball 1978)
George Schollenberger (football, coaching 1979)
Carlton Elliott (football 1988)
Julie Dayton (field hockey, lacrosse, coaching 2003),
Ron Dickerson (football 2008)
Doris Callaway Fry (field hockey, basketball, softball, bowling 2008)
Edward “Punk” Callaway (football 2009)
Mary Jane K Weldin (racquetball, softball, basketball officiating 2010)
Bill Moyer (swimming 2011)
Ben Sirman (football, basketball, baseball 2014)

Collage
provided by
Morris Harris

1) Reese; 2) Federson, 3) Earle, Mgr.; 4) Hitchcock; 5) Nye; 6) Slaughter;
7) Mannix; 8) Marvel; 9) Wright; 10) Cox; 11) Doremus; 12) McCarron.
(Child unknown) Waller Photo

I understand the team played on West St and we
know the school band played (see picture on p 8). I
wonder if hot dogs and beer were sold? It is believed
that the team ran out of money after their second
year; their stats showed them in the middle of the
pack – with percentages of 50 and 58 for games won
their two years. Can any of our members add any
more information about the Laurel Blue Hens?
*The Encyclopedia of Minor League Baseball: Second and Third Editions. SABR
Minor League Database. Paper of Reference TSN 1923-1927. Pat Doyles OldTime Data. References from ESBL History by William W. Mowbry

Laurel’s Hall of Fame Athletes
One of the fun things about being ‘new in town’ is
that I get to learn so many new things - things that
most of you already know but might enjoy hearing
again. Almost from the first day I joined the LHS, I
heard about Laurel’s famous athletes.
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Many of these athletes have been recognized recently in
news articles, others less so. I recently had the chance to talk
with Mary Jane Keller Weldin, now of Newark, DE, and asked
her to share her experiences. Here’s what she said:
“My favorite sport when I was younger (ages 25-35) was
softball. I played both fast pitch and slow pitch softball. As I
got older, my husband, Paul taught me to play racquetball. I
had a unique experience in all three sports: In softball I played
5 complete games in one day in a regional tournament and
even pitched 3 of the games. In racquetball, I enjoyed
participating in the National Doubles Tournament and came in
second in my age group. While officiating basketball, I was
fortunate to be able to officiate the final game with my
husband, in the first modern girls' tournament.
I was elated to hear that I had been voted into The Hall of
Fame…….I only wish my husband had been able to share the
accomplishment with me, but unfortunately he passed away
two years earlier. Women are starting to get the recognition
on the state level which is richly deserved.”
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Then & Now - Market Street, E to W – 1907 and 2014;
notice Centenary Church in the background left side

Touring Laurel
Kendal T. Jones treated the newly elected Laurel
Historical Society Board members to a mile long walking
tour of Laurel on Sunday, July 6th. Weather was perfect
as Kendal directed our eyes from one historical building
or site to another, frequently showing us a postcard to
contrast ‘the then’ from ‘the now’ – two are shown here:
Market Street and the Harbor.
As we walked along Front Street, we were reminded this
was an Indian trail, part of the 5,000 acre Indian
reservation from 1732 to 1769, which later became
Laurel. The Indians called the area the ‘wading place on
Broad Creek’. Board members and their spouses
enjoying the day included Doug & Edna Marvil, Carlene &
Bill Campbell, Darlene & Scott Phillips, Cathy & Richard
Parker, and Jean Edwards.
Members and the Public will be treated to a Post Card
Tour of Laurel at the next Membership meeting on
September 18 at St. Philips. Bring your friends, families
and neighbors.

If you would like to
remember the Laurel
Historical Society in
your estate plan, you
can do so through
various methods of
gift planning: naming the Society
in your will or as a beneficiary of
a life insurance policy, IRA, trust,
or brokerage account. You can
also create a long-term gift while
receiving income for life through
a charitable gift annuity.
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Then & Now - The Harbor, E to W from Janosik Park 1910 and
2014; notice the reflections in both pictures.
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All things Halloween – mysteries, memories and mischief makers:
Here are a few Halloween memories from our
newest member, Alfred Layton:

The Mystery of the Vandome Mausoleum
Not too long ago I showed my grandson this beautiful
mausoleum, which sits in the middle of Odd Fellows
Cemetery; he said he never noticed it before but was
intrigued by the story as told to me by Kendal Jones.
Do you know it?
There are six Vandome family members buried in this
beautiful marble building: four children, William, Mary,
Monroe and Norman (two died as infants) and the
mother and father, Charlotte and George (pictured
above). The family apparently came to Laurel when the
father secured a job at the Laurel House Hotel but died
several years later in 1904. Charlotte and the two
remaining children left the area (perhaps to
Philadelphia where they were found in 1910 Census).
At Norman’s death in Tinicum, PA, Mrs. Vandome had
the mausoleum built by the Davis Brothers of Laurel to
at a cost of $12,000. She died in 1937 and her will
stated that her body was to be placed in the tomb, the
door locked and the key was to be thrown into the
river.
So what is their connection to Laurel? Even in this era
of Ancestry.com and after the story appeared in the
Laurel Star in 1998 and after some current research, we
are no closer to an answer. Charlotte is identified in
the Selbyville, DE 1930 census and we believe her
maiden name was Collins but otherwise the mystery
continues. On the bright side, they found a lovely old
town to “rest in peace”, didn’t they?

1908 Halloween postcards
from Kendal Jones.
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I had the pleasure of meeting and interviewing 93 years young
Alfred and his wife Suzanne recently to hear a few of his
Halloween stories. He tells them with such delight and a gleam
in his eyes, I can only guess how much fun he must have had
thinking up such pranks – though his friend got him in the last
story.
 The first he called shocking the girls. It was Halloween 1937
and he drove his Model T Ford to school, which he had rigged
to let out electrical shocks on his command! You guessed it:
as the young girls swarmed around the car, he pushed the
button and they all were shocked -they SQUEALED and
JUMPED BACK. (I guess that was a forerunner to our car
alarms).
 Next came his story when he was 16; his mom put up three 55
barrels of cider. The cider had started to get hard, so he
decided to put some aside for himself. He carefully took a
gallon and hid it in the fodder stack. Then on Halloween, a
couple buddies, Roscoe and Frank LeCates picked Alfred up in
their old Chevy and Alfred took the cider to the school’s
Halloween Party where his friends enjoyed it in the school
yard. He says no one got drunk. Oh, Alfred says that cider did
a great job of cleaning window and lamp globes too!
 Now here’s a trick he played on his mom. He took a tic-tac
(for those like me who didn’t know what it was other than a
breath mint, Alfred says it is a chalk line.) He nailed one end
to the weatherboard on the house and strung it about 300
feet to the fodder stack and rubbed rosin on the end. This
rubbing action apparently sent a huge noise back to the
house which sounded like the weatherboarding was falling
off the house. As his mother came out, he rubbed even
harder and she exclaimed “You scared me to death’ but Alfred
said she was a good sport about it.
 This one happened at Halloween in 1951, when Alfred was
30. He lived on 6th St and kids were outside trick and treating
–he heard a lot of laughter so went to the door and saw
“Nippy Hudson” holding a fertilizer sack. Alfred opened it to
find two DEAD chickens – I guess he got tricked that night.
Everyone roared but Alfred said he made him take those
chickens back! Those two still laugh about this to this day.
 And then we have one memory from Board member Pat
Murphy. He was about 11 and was trick and treating in town.
He stopped at one house, known to be a bit unfriendly, but he
was out to get all the treats he could. He knocked on the door
and said the usual “Trick or Treat” and the man replied in a
very serious tone TRICK! Pat says his mom never told him
what to do in a case like this so he did what any little scared
boy would do, he RAN!
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Bits ‘n Pieces

by jean e edwards

History is Everywhere

Oops, I left out one of my favorite
wedding pictures in the last
edition, even after I especially
asked Gary if it was OK to use it.
So here it is: Gary White with his
bride, Marilyn, on their wedding
day August 16, 1957 at Centenary
Church in Laurel. Gary says it has
been 57 years of adventure.

Did you figure out that this is the lovely iron
lantern with amber glass hanging in the entrance
of Christ United Methodist Church on Central Ave?
No one called but I asked several of the experts
and no one got it on their first guess.
The present Christ Church was built in 1911 under the
pastorate of the Rev Avery Donovan at a cost of $26,000.
Repairs were made in 1928, 1943, 1948 and in later years
but the lantern has remained.
This next mystery picture is another example of Laurel’s
fine history. You can see that it is a Memorial but do you
know where it is? Call or email jean if you do.

I thoroughly enjoyed our June meeting and Ms. Dunn’s
presentation on the 1921 Building. In future editions, I
hope to write about more of our schools, like Ross Point
School. I hope to interview some early teachers and capture
their experiences. In the meantime, Pat Murphy shared a
document with me recently called The Rules of Conduct for
Teachers (Women) in 1915. Here are just a couple rules:
 You are not to keep company with men.
 You must be home between the hours of 8 pm and 6 am
unless attending a school function.
 You may not loiter downtown in ice cream stores.
 You must wear at least two petticoats.

It reads: In Memory of William Barkley Cooper, Esq.
Governor of Delaware 1841-1845. Erected by Delaware
Legislature 1980.

About our Hall of Famers, next time you are at Abbott’s on
Broad Creek, check out the wonderful photos of Laurel’s
Hall of Famers in the bar, compliments of member Morris
Harris. They are spectacular!
Send comments/questions to:
Jean Edwards
jedwards30937@comcast.net

LHS Wish List:
The Society wants to thank Jim Waddel for stamps. We
still have many ‘wishes’ but our biggest is for volunteers –
we are doing more and more and we need more
participation AND Board members. PLEASE VOLUNTEER.

Thanks to our friends at Laurel Pizzeria for
supporting the Society. The Pizzeria donates
10% of their sales to Society friends on the 4th
Wednesday of every month.

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------LAUREL HISTORICAL SOCIETY Membership Application

Name: __________________________________________Date_____________________
Spouse’s Name, if app:_______________________________________________________
Address: _________________________________________________________________
City: _______________________________State: ________ Zip: __________
Home Phone: ___________________________ Cell Phone: ________________________
Email Address:_____________________________________________________________
Make checks payable to: Laurel Historical Society, P.O. Box 102, Laurel, DE 19956
(Membership: January through December) Individual ($20) ______ Family ($40) ______
We NEED YOU - Tell us about your talents and how you would like to help!
Laurel DE Historical Society Newsletter
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PO Box 102
Laurel, Delaware 19956

Laurel Blue Hens and Cambridge Canners with the Firemen’s band and a number of dignitaries, 1923/24

Next Issue: There are so many topics: possibly the old Church Camps, Sweet Potato Houses, the
Auction Block, Fire Department, Winter Holidays, etc. What would YOU like to know OR tell us about?
The 2014 Board Members
Collections & Acquisitions – Norma Jean Fowler
Membership – Cathy Parker
Programs and Services – Jean Edwards
Community Alliances – Paulette Hyland
Members at large – Scott Phillips
Emily Abbott
Chris Walls
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President – Doug Marvil
Vice-President – Pat Murphy
Recording Secretary – Carlene Campbell
Corresponding Secretary – Rebecca Ong Calio
Treasurer – Marge Starr

Laurel DE Historical Society Newsletter

