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Rubes Sponsored by Fluegge’s Ag

PIERZ – Many floral shops
incorporate sunflowers into summer
bouquets for special events and
weddings, but there are many other
purposes for the seasonal flower.
Tom and Jenni Smude, of Pierz, plant
hundreds of acres of the towering plants
to use for practical purposes.
The Smudes started the enterprise
Smude Enterprise, LLC in 2010 after
experiencing a drought which led to
a decline in soybean yield. Now, the
company produces sunflower oil as well
as microwavable popcorn.
“I was looking for a drought tolerant
crop to feed my cattle while offsetting
the price of trucking in feed,” said Tom
Smude.
The Smudes’ initial business
decision was to sell and transport
sunflower oil in bulk by semi-truck.
“After I spoke with a gentleman
from Fargo, N.D., we planned to work
together,” Smude said. “I wanted the
by-product for the extra protein to feed
my cattle, and he wanted the oil from
high oleic sunflowers.”
High oleic sunflowers – high in
oleic or monounsaturated omega-9 fatty
acid – has a neutral taste and provides
stability without hydrogenation.
After researching the Internet,
Smude bought German-made sunflower
oil presses from a dealer in Wisconsin.
“I just put two and two together and
everything seemed like it was working
out,” Smude said.

PHOTO BY ELIZABETH HOAG

Jenni and Tom Smude stand in Smude Enterprise LLC bottling facility Jan. 14 in Pierz. The couple established the retail business in
2010.

However, three months later the
Smudes were forced to make a tough
decision when the price for bulk
sunflower oil fell.
“After we produced our first tanker
of oil, the price of oil dropped, and we
had to think of an alternative solution,”
Smude said.
The couple decided to start selling
their oil at retail value in March 2010,
filling bottles and attending farmers
markets.
“We were told the farmers market in

Isle was the place to go,” he said. “We
came back with $400 and we thought,
‘Hey, we could make something of
this.’”
From the enterprise’s conception,
the Smudes have developed and grown
their operation. The family raise 260
Angus cattle and farm 200 acres and rent
another 400 acres.
The business has contracts with
farms from Wadena to the Wisconsin
border who plant, raise and harvest
sunflowers, totaling about 1,000 acres.

The crop is planted in the middle of
May and harvested at the beginning of
October.
“We yield about 2,000 pounds
of sunflower seed per acre in a given
season,” Smude said. “When harvesting
our crop, we have to make sure that the
sunflower seeds contain about 7 to 10
percent of moisture. If the seeds have
too much moisture, they won’t crush as
well.”
Smude page 3B

VERTICAL MANURE SPREADERS
242 ProSpread® apron box spreader

Non-commercial spreaders that provide
an affordable option for producers
without sacriﬁcing quality. With a
capacities of 360 ft³, this
machine is ideal for small
dairies, feeders, and
cow/calf operations.

PS 100 Series ProSpread®
apron box spreader Heaped capacities

ranging from
440-570 ft³, are
designed for feeder,r,
cow/calf, and dairyy
operations that
processa wide
array of semi-solidd
s.
and solid materials.

FLUEGGE’S AG

PS 270 ProSpread® apron box manure spreader
A high-capacity,
non-commercial spreader
designed for feeder, cow/calf,
and dairy operations that
process a wide array of
semi-solid and solid materials.

2000 Series ProPush® hydraulic
push-type spreaders
Designed to haul and
See you at the
Central MN
Farm Show!

spread solid materials
from dairies and
feedlots, including gutter
manure, yard scrapings,
bedding pack and feedlot
manure. Two models are
available with capacities
of 365 to 515 ft³.

ROD FLUEGGE “the boss”
Farm Material Handling Specialist
2040 Mahogany St., Mora, MN
WWW.FLUEGGESAG.COM
320-679-2981
BA3-JAN18-1B-JW

Page 2B | SATURDAY, JANUARY 19, 2019 | SAUK RAPIDS HERALD

BENTON AG

Mulch, compost extracts
in vegetable growing

EFFECTIVE
DRAINAGE
PRICES STARTING AT:

per
¢
80 foot

Samuelson
presents
at organic
conference

FOR 4 INCH TILE
PROFESSIONAL DESIGN.
REASONABLE RATES.

BY ANNA HINKEMEYER
STAFF WRITER

Price includes design, survey, material & installation. Prices are subject to prices of material, depth and quantity.
Bill Pasche, Sales & Design
Cell: 320-293-6951
bill@agtechdrainage.com

Gene Mensen, Sales
Cell: 320-429-1036
gene@agtechdrainage.com

Brad Herickhoff, Owner
Office: 320-351-4872
Cell: 320-293-0882
brad@agtechdrainage.com

S
Sam
Lange, Sales & Site Manager
Cell: 320-232-3102
sam@agtechdrainage.com

Mark Machart, Sales
Cell: 320-429-4633
mark@agtechdrainage.com

HELP WANTED FULL-TIME POSITIONS
LABORERS,
OPERATORS &
POSSIBLE LEAD
POSITION
To apply, download an application at www.agtechdrainage.com or call 320.351.4872

QUALITY PRODUCTS…
PEOPLE WHO CARE.
VISIT ANY OF OUR FOUR LOCATIONS
FOR ALL YOUR FARM NEEDS
• Cheese, milk, ice cream
• Feeds, seeds & fertilizers
• Dairy production products
• Tools, chain & hardware
• Pet foods
• Custom feed blending

• Gravely lawn equipment
sales & service
• Chainsaws, blowers & trimmers
• Small engine service & repair
• DOT truck inspections
• Electric motor repair

And much, much more to help you succeed!
PRODUCTS YOU CAN COUNT ON!
PLUS
MANY
MORE!
WWW.SUNRISEAGCOOP.COM
CALL US IF YOU’RE INTERESTED IN SHIPPING
YOUR MILK TO FIRST DISTRICT ASSN.
9361 Creamery Dr., Buckman • 468-6433
Hwy. 27, Lastrup • 468-2543
Hwy. 25, Little Rock • 584-5147
14395 Hwy. 25, Pierz • 468-2168

BA3_1B_BP

ORDER FEED FROM OUR WEBSITE:

ST.
CLOUD
–
Yields, soil quality and
environment can be
concerns of farmers.
Ben Samuelson is
interested in one aspect
of vegetable growing –
biodegradable mulches
and compost.
Samuelson presented
at the Minnesota Organic
Conference Jan. 11 in St.
Cloud.
Samuelson
is
a
graduate student at the
University of NebraskaLincoln,
pursuing
a
master’s
degree
in
horticulture. His project
is focused on a prototype
mulch being made by 3M.
“It is a fun project,”
Samuelson said. “I am
focused on answering
the question of whether
their mulch will degrade
in soil and how quickly.
The National Organic
Program has criteria
set for mulch, with one
element being the mulch
must degrade within a
reasonable time.”
Samuelson has been
interested particularly in
vegetable growing and
how organic farmers
handle their crops. In many
vegetable operations, a
polyethylene film gets
used as a replacement
mulch, which is allowed
in organic operations as
well. While he said it is
effective, it is not always
the best answer.
“It is the same
material found in plastic
bags,”
Samuelson
said. “Its effectiveness
is great, but there are
greater disposal costs and
consequences to using it,
too.”
Many conventional
growers use mulch films
that are biodegradable,
but a portion of the films
are petroleum, which is
not allowed in organic
production.
“As of right now, a
lot of organic mulches are
paper,” Samuelson said.
“They work, but they are
tricky. They tear easily
and are hard to install.”
In
his
project,
Samuelson is focused
on 3M’s prototype and
whether or not it fits
into the criteria – have
no GMO feedstock or

“I hope the 3M prototype is
what farmers need and are
looking for. There are a lot
of benefits to having mulch
– it helps with weed control,
water conservation, nutrient
retention, soil temperature
control and preventing contact
between the fruit and soil.”
– Ben Samuelson

Ben Samuelson

microbes, be 100 percent
bio-based and petroleum
free, additives must
be National Organic
Standards
Board
acceptable
and
the
product must degrade to
carbon dioxide, water and
microbial biomass within
a reasonable timeframe
in soil.
“The criteria for
mulches was set before
any such thing existed,”
Samuelson said. “Now
that
mulches
exist,
farmers are striving to
make it happen.”
Samuelson
hopes
to find a mulch that is
effective and meets all
criteria.
“I hope the 3M
prototype is what farmers
need and are looking for,”
Samuelson said. “There
are a lot of benefits to
having mulch – it helps
with
weed
control,
water
conservation,
nutrient retention, soil
temperature
control
and preventing contact
between the fruit and
soil. I want farmers to be
able to have all of those
benefits, but also allow
them to have a quality
mulch that fits with what
NOP wants. The paper
mulch just isn’t doing
it efficiently for many
farmers.”
Later in the day,
Samuelson spoke about

compost extracts and
learning the essentials
of design and statistical
analysis.
“Every
producer
should
have
these
capabilities to measure
their growth this way,”
Samuelson said. “These
are important tools to
have knowledge of. It is a
way of showing yourself
that different variables
can make an impact in
production.”
Throughout
the
presentation, Samuelson
used
examples
of
tomatoes in a garden,
as well as lettuce
growing in his research
greenhouse. In each
example, he talked of the
randomization factor –
using different treatments
for each section.
“It is important
to randomize when
conducting research on
your crop,” Samuelson
said. “If you are trying
to track what treatment
produces
your
best
yields, it is necessary to
have a random pattern or
thought process behind
the way you collect
your research. Using
a variety of compost
extracts can really show
a producer what will
work best for them in
their environment.”
Samuelson
has
concluded
compost
extracts are effective
with enough research and
background.
“I
have
seen
producers make the
decision to test out various
compost
extracts,”
Samuelson said. “Their
results have led to greater
understanding and yields
on their farms. And it
didn’t take much effort to
get there.”

BENTON AG

Smude’s
from front

The Smudes crush the
crop on site at the family
farm in a small facility,
but will soon be moving
the operation to a 80- by
200- foot building, which
they built in 2013.
While
keeping
in mind the crushing,
filtering and bottling
system, the Smudes have
critiqued their process to
best suit their production.
“The
three-step
process is challenging
because there are a lot
of variables with seed,”
Smude
said.
“The
sunflower seeds are placed
in a cold press where an
auger and sieve apply
pressure to squeeze oil
out of seed. Afterwards,
the oil is filtered to one
micron, giving the oil a
clean and yellow color.”
The oil is then poured
into bottles ranging from
8 ounces to 2.5 gallons.

“We process about
three to four thousand
bottles of sunflower oil a
month,” Smude said.
The Smudes sell eight
flavors of oil.
“People buy our oil
for many different reasons
like making bread, soaps,
lip balms, lotion and
more,” Smude said. “We
also sell a third of our
oil to high end pet-food
producers.”
Last year, Smudes
began a different venture.
“I
started
doing
research and found out
that 10 million people in
the U.S. alone eat popcorn
daily,” he said.
A new idea paved
the way for the Smudes
to begin adding their
sunflower oil to popcorn.
“Currently, we
are filling bags of popcorn
at our facility, but once the
new building is complete,
we will be moving and
developing the system,”
Smude said. “We are
working on making a
low-sodium popcorn and
hope to grow this side of
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An employee at Smude Enterprise LLC, pours extra
virgin sunflower oil into 4-ounce bottles at the Smudes’
processing plant Jan. 14 in Pierz. The business makes and
sells eight flavors of oil.

our business, producing private line of lotions,
30,000 packages a day.” soaps and lip balm sell
Oils, popcorn and a in stores in Wisconsin,
Minnesota, Iowa and
North Dakota. Smude’s
products are shipped off
their website to all 50
states.
“We’ve also been
selling our product on
Amazon for four months
now,” Smude said. “Each
month, our sales have
doubled.”
The
growing

business is continuously
working on new flavors
of popcorns and hoping
to begin selling prepopped popcorn. The
Smudes are also looking
into becoming certified
organic processors.
“We know there is
a market for this, but it
is always challenging
looking for new markets,”
Smude said. “Our goal is
to sell more oil and in turn
we can buy more seed
from farmers and produce
more popcorn.”
Twenty-three
employees work for the
Smude family businesses,
which consist of Midwest
Sales and Construction
LLC, Smude Enterprises
LLC, Midwest Processors
and Rich Prairie Custom
Woods. While Smude
handles the sales aspect
of the business, his wife,
Jenni, manages the books,
and Smude’s brother,
Bryan, helps with the
distribution for livestock
and sales.

“When one side of
our business slows, the
other seems to pick up the
slack,” Smude said. “It is
all a balancing act.”
Due to the family’s
determination to make
their dream a reality, their
efforts have not gone
unnoticed.
“We received the
2015 Shelf Classics
award from Midwest
Pantry,” he said. “We
also were awarded the
best new product award
in 2017 from Minnesota
Manufacturing.”
The
Smudes
were also given the
Agricultural Utilization
Research Institute’s 2018
Ag Innovator of the year
award.
“It’s been a journey,”
Smude said. “It is always
fun to meet new people
and hear their feedback,
but the best part is finding
out where are product has
ended up and what it has
been used for.”

Spring Is Coming!
Seed Corn Soybeans

from $

90

94

bag

from $

34

Alfalfa, Hay
& Grass Seed,
Seed Oats

Check out our Wint
Promo Discount oner
&

HUBBARD, HEIMS &
PURINA FEEDS

Oak Park

Co-op Creamery

320.968.7864

Black Oil
Sunflower $
Seeds..........

1650bag

16623 Ironwood RD NE, Oak Park, MN
Store hours: M-F 8 to 5 & Sat 8 to 12
BA3-1B-BP

and
Discover the versatility metal
s
durability of Metal Sale ls
roof and wall pane
Bottles of hot sunflower oil are filled at the Smude Enterprise LLC bottling facility Jan.
14 in Pierz. The oil is sold in various sized bottles ranging from 8 ounces to 2.5 gallons.

Tour de Forage takes place in Royalton
ST. PAUL – Options
and opportunities to utilize forages in non-traditional ways will be one of
many presentations made
at the Midwest Forage
Association Tour de Forage meeting. The event
takes place Wednesday,
Jan. 30 at the American
Legion Post No. 137, 103
N. Maple Street, Royalton.
Kris Ringwall, director of the Livestock and
Forage Centre of Excellence in Saskatoon,
Saskatchewan, Canada
will discuss “The Forage
Chain – New Thoughts
on Expanded Forage
Use” and ask attendees to
think outside the box.
“There are a lot of
things we can do with forage, but we get pretty traditional,” said Ringwall,
who retired as director

of the North Dakota State
University
Dickinson
Research and Extension
Center.
Ringwall
promises
to make attendees think
not only about how they
are producing and utilizing forages now, but how
they may consider growing other forages – or the
same forages in different
ways - to expand forage
use while making a profit.
Ringwall will also
suggest ways beef producers can increase profits in a talk titled, “Profit
Centers and Cow-Calf
Environmental Factors.”
Additional presentations include:
- “The Power of Two
– Feeding BMR and HarvXtra Together” by Phil
Bollman, Forage Genetics
International.
- “Evaluating Prog-

ress in Alfalfa Forage
Quality Improvement” by
Craig Sheaffer, University
of Minnesota.
- “The Impact of Tedding on the Economic
Production of Alfalfa Silage” by Matt Digman,
University of WisconsinRiver Falls.
- “Outdoor Storage
Losses of Alfalfa Baled
with Net Wrap or BWrap” by Sheaffer.
- “Survival of the
Small Dairy Farm” by Jim
Salfer, University of Minnesota.
Lunch and a copy of
the series proceedings are
included with registration.
To register, visit
https://www.midwestforage.org or contact MFA at
651-484-3888. Attendees
may also register at the
door.

BUILDIN
RELATIONSHGIP
S
WITH
HOMETOWN
SERVICE

If it’s time to cover your home, barn,
shed, utility building or any other
project, metal panels are the durable
and sustainable choice.

Classic
Clas
Cl
assiic Ri
as
Rib
ib

Pro-Panel II

Metal Sales Classic Rib and Pro-Panel II
roof and wall panels are available in a
wide selection of ENERGY STAR® listed
w
colors and standard trims.
A 45 year finish warranty makes Classic
Rib and Pr-Panel II Panels a durable and
economical option for just about any
metal roof or wall project.

240 Main Street, Foley, MN 56329
320-968-6291 • www.foleylumber.com

EMPLOYMENT
OPPORTUNITY

Foley Lumber
is looking for a full time
estimator/sales person.
Experience estimating in
the construction industry is
preferred.
Contact

FOLEY LUMBER
or send resumes to

contactus@
foleylumber.com

BUILDING CENTER

BA3-1B-BP
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LET’S TALK AG
“Your policy always
comes with an agent”

INSURANCE AGENCY
. . . Advantage 1 Insurance Agency, Inc. lives by
these words in the service-based insurance industry.
Owners, Ted Plombon, Andy Noble and RaeAnn
Waytashek feel that it is especially important to
make customers feel like they have somewhere to
turn with questions, or in the time of need. Team
members are trained to offer superior customer
service, and insurance expertise!
Advantage 1 Insurance was established in 1994
and came to Sauk Centre September 1, 2010.
Since 1994 we have grown to now include
7 locations: Sauk Centre, Long Prairie, Albany,
Holdingford, St. Cloud, Pierz and Melrose locations.
Commercial, Agribusiness, Personal, Life, Health,
and Auto are available from more than twenty
different carriers including Nationwide, AutoOwners, and Grinnell. Using different carriers allows
Advantage 1 to offer personalized insurance plans,
at the best price! In 2018, Advantage 1 Insurance
expanded its Agribusiness team adding Mark
Buntjer and dedicating the time of Tammy Miller to
our Ag Clients needs.

We em
ploy local a
gents w

Saint Cloud
Patti Seward
Robbie Plombon
Ted Plombon
Teresa Campa
Melissa Barthel
Deb Koltes
Beth Fiedler
Brian Jarl
Bonnie Martin
Owen Peterson
Jim Wensel
Andy Noble
Cheryl Johnson
Kim Nygaard
Chris Rodriguez
Matt Plombon
Carolyn Burgoyne
Amanda Austin

Come see us today for
your Insurance needs!

LARGE SELECTION OF WORK-READY
VEHICLES IN THE AREA

• One low price plain &
simple, always
• GM business choice
• Around the clock
towing
• Priority service
• Work ready loaners
• Business
maintenance menu
pricing
• Business incentives
and loyalty programs

ho are here for you!

Long Prairie
Bill Werlinger
Lori Anderson
Matt Mitzel
Norma Orozco
RaeAnn Waytashek
DeAnna Opsal
Andy Otremba
Mark Buntjer

Pierz
Cindy Boser

320.251.6700

www.gillelandchevrolet.com
3019 W. Division St. • St. Cloud, MN 56301 • 320-251-4943
* See Dealer for Details

Call or
stop in
today!

Experienced Farm
Succession and
Estate Planning

Central
Minnesota’s
Choice

FARM SUCCESSION
PLANNING
REAL ESTATE LAW
BUSINESS LAW

Bethany Cross

guardianship &
conservatorship

ESTATE PLANNING

We
can go
where
others
can’t

Melrose
Sarai Botello
Soledad Botello

or Cash Rebates Up to
$10,000 USD* for
Compact Track Loaders

or C
Cash
h Rebates
R b
Up
U to
$5,000 USD* for
Compact Excavators

0% FȧR
AȨR

Check Out Our Other Agents
The Insurance Shoppe
Foley | 320-968-6217
415 Dewey St, Foley, MN 56329
Cornerstone Insurance
St. Stephen | 320-202-8920
1 Main St W, St. Stephen, MN 56375

LOWEST PROPANE PRICES AROUND
FILL 3 & YOUR
20 lb refill just $8.99! 4TH
ONE IS FREE

Hanneken Insurance
Little Falls | 320-632-6592
501 Broadway E, Little Falls, MN 56345

BA-LTA3_1B_BP

farms and

Reiny Hanneken - Manager
401 S. Main St. | Pierz, MN • 320-468-2516

Gilman Co-op Creamery
FEED & FARM SUPPLY STORE
F

Gilman, MN 320-387-2770
G
Open M-F 7:30-7, Sat. 7:30-5, Sun. 8:30-1
O
WWW.GILMANCREAMERY.COM

Good
service fair prices
every day -

www.modernfarmequipment.com

We have Totes, Shelving, and
Organizers ready to help you de-clutter

Your favorite Hardware Store...Now in TWO locations!

KOCHS HARDWARE
12500 MN-23
Milaca, MN 56353

(320) 294-5544

Mobile Deposit
Pay a Person

Limited-Time Cash Rebates and Financing
on Bobcat Loaders and Excavators

Mobile Wallet

AUTHORIZED
BOBCAT DEALER

Farm-Rite
Equipment, Inc.

Member FDIC

Coming this Fall

St. Cloud
844-262-2281

Visit Bobcat.com/Offers or stop by today for details.
*Offer ends 02/28/2019. Available at participating and eligible dealers only. Offer may vary by product
type, series, model and select units in dealer’s current inventory. Must take delivery from dealer stock by
02/28/2019. Offers available on new equipment in US and Canada only. Some restrictions apply. Length
of contract may vary. Prior purchases not eligible. See dealer for details. Financing provided on approval
of credit by authorized Bobcat finance providers to well-qualified buyers. Administrative fees may apply.
®
Offer not available to government accounts, national accounts and municipal/utility bid customers. Non-commercial
customers may not be eligible for low rate financing. Bobcat Company reserves the right to extend or discontinue any of these programs at any time without prior notice.

One Tough Animal

FOLEY HARDWARE CO.
190 Glen Street
Foley MN 56329

(320) 968-7262
BA-3-1B-BP

LET PAUL
TAKE THE STRESS OFF YOUR
SHOULDERS!
• Real Estate
• Consignment
• Personal Property
• Estate
• Farm
Successful Auctions Don’t Just Happen,
They’re Planned

1541 - 210th Ave., Ogilvie, MN 56358
320-679-3377 (OfÀce) • 612-390-0535 (Cell)
Auctioneer: Paul Strunge #33-25

LTA3_1B_BP

Bobcat®, the Bobcat logo and the colors of the Bobcat machine are registered trademarks of Bobcat Company in the United States and various other countries.

On a farm, you don’t work 9 to 5.
Neither do we.

Prices Good January 19-31, 2019

Let a local independent agent help you cover
all you’ve worked so hard to build.

50 lb. 16%

“We’re Building Our Company
On Complete Satisfaction”

STORAGE SPACE?

• Can be used in ALL tanks • Safe in plastic
• Thermostatically controlled to operate when necessary

Royal Insurance Agency
Royalton | 320-584-5353
412 N Highway 10, Royalton, MN 56373

SAUK CENTRE, MN

320-352-6543 • Hwy. 71 South

Is there every enough

Multi-Use Utility De-Icer

or Cash Rebates Up to
$4,000 USD* for
Skid-Steer Loaders

BA-3-1B-BP

Come in and pick up your
Fire Extinguishers,
Smoke Alarms &
CO2 detectors

• Milk energizer
for your calves
• Calf Blankets
• Calf Warmers

LTA50-1B-TV

WWW.MIMBACHFLEET.COM

+ *
6Ȉ MȧNȬHȫ
These versatile models are ideal for construction, agriculture, landscaping,
grounds maintenance and all of your toughest jobs.

Let’s Talk Home & Farm Safety

LTA3-1B-BP

Insuring
your
farms
and
homes
since
1902

3355 QUAIL RD NE
SAUK RAPIDS, MN
888.276.3889
320.250.1682

FLEET SUPPLY

PȤUȫ GȝT A 2ϜYȝAȪ
FȭLȤ WșRȪAȦTȱ*

Now is the best time of year to save big on the industry’s leading compact
track loaders, mini excavators and skidsteer loaders. Participating Bobcat
dealers are offering cash rebates and financing rates on most models of
equipment from January 1, 2019 through February 28, 2019.

Offices In Sauk Centre, Long Prairie, Albany, Melrose, Holdingford, St. Cloud and Pierz
320-352-6200

MIMBACH

The Future
is Bright…

IRRIGATION

Sauk Centre
Justin Berg
Bonnie Donnay
Sheryl Braun
Tina Messer
Tammy Miller
Erin Wallin

Are your calves
ready for cold
winter months?

Stefanie Brown

Center Pivot

Albany
Ross Voit
Heather Hendrickson

Holdingford
Dan Fiedler

What makes
Gilleland
dierent?

Is proud to be an employee owned
hardware, power equipment and
farm store serving Minnesota and
the Midwest since 1952!

Some exceptions apply
BIG GAIN

BIG GAIN

Sure Start
2115

$

BIG GAIN

50 lb. 16%

Mash

11.07

7505

$

50 lb.

Scratch
Grains

Egg

8.97

Z9126

BIG GAIN

Simply Sweet
12% Horse Feed

• SAUK CENTRE
864 Main Street
Sauk Centre, MN 56378
• ALBANY
140 5th Street
Albany, MN 56307

• HOLDINGFORD
580 Main St.
Holdingford, MN 56340

• LONG PRAIRIE
9 Central Ave
Long Prairie, MN 56347

• ST. CLOUD
3801 North 3rd Street
St. Cloud, MN 56303

• PIERZ
205 Main St N
Pierz, MN 56364

10.77

FLEET
SUPPLY

50 lb.

Sole Source
Senior Horse Feed
Z9076

$

11.07

WAUKESHA LIME

50 lb.

Coarse Barn
Lime
1024060

$

2.77

Hunting & Fishing Licenses
Available At All Locations!

• MELROSE
502A E Main St.
Melrose, MN 56352

320-252-6650 |advantageoneins.com

$

11.07

BIG GAIN

50 lb.

9079

$

Get your
Propane
tanks
filled here!
Available at all
Fleet Supply
Stores

18-LTA-42

No Cash...No Problem. Charge It!

Hwy. 27 E., Little Falls • 320-632-9240
HOURS: MONDAY - SATURDAY 8 A.M. - 8 P.M. SUNDAY 9 A.M. - 5 P.M.

BA-LTA3-1B-WS

ADVANTAGE

Mimbach Fleet Supply

Save up to $1200 in FREE GM
aftermarket or upfit charges.*
on Business/Farmer
owned vehicles
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Diem, Taggart survive
their first years as farmers
BY DANNA SABOLIK
STAFF WRITER

ST.
CLOUD
–
Surviving their first year
as farmers has been a
turbulent ride for Haley
Diem and Sal Taggart.
Both women, who
are long-distance friends,
embarked on their first
year as organic vegetable
farmers in 2018, and
shared their similarities
and differences in a
presentation
at
the
Minnesota
Organic
Conference Jan. 10 in St.
Cloud.
The two were drawn
to the idea of farming after
growing food in a small
garden and gradually
expanding.
Sal Taggart farms
on family land near
Deer Park, Wis. She
had been gardening 10
years before deciding to
jump into productionscale agriculture with her
partner, Joe.

“The dream of being
a farmer and being on
the land is always really
compelling and beautiful
until you’re trying to make
a living off it, and then
it’s really scary and hard,”
Taggart said.
Diem farms on a
1-acre patch of land near
Auburn, Iowa that was
available to her through
her partner, Reiley. The
land was previously a
fallow alfalfa field and
had not been sprayed with
chemicals for at least eight
years – an important detail
for her organic business.
Diem grows a variety of
vegetables and flowers.
“We were very lucky,”
Diem said. “It was all
rent-free, and for a lot of
beginning farmers rent is a
big obstacle.”
One of the first things
both women recommended
was to have a soil test
done before planting to
know what additives to
add to the soil to produce

PHOTO SUBMITTED

Friends Haley Diem and Sal Taggart entered their first year
of farming in 2018. Though farming states apart, they
leaned on one another for encouragement and support.

the best possible crop.
For example, Diem’s field
was low in potassium, so
her and her partner used
an organic composted
turkey fertilizer that they
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Atlas Thermafit®
Large & XL Work
Gloves
Thick poly cotton/acrylic liner
cushions and keeps hands
warm and allows maximum
flexibility and comfort.
Machine washable. 1046200

$

$ 99

6-Pc. Screwdriver
Kit

1.87-In. x
60-Yds.
Black DuctTape

1799

1384130

$

Utility grade poly coated cloth
backed with excellent adhesive.
Water and tear resistant.
8641581

99

14

Shoe & Boot Scraper
Removes dirt, grass, and more by sliding shoes or
boots across the surface. Hose off for easy cleaning.
1198381

99

$

44

$ 99
O’Keeffe’s®
Lip Repair Lip
Balm Or Lip
Balm Stick

3,550 RPM. Quiet, smooth
motor. Two flexible gooseneck lights.
Eye shields for safety. Predrilled cast iron base.
5094214

5121959

$

99
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24-Oz. Stanley®
Adventure
Vacuum Food Jar
Stainless steel outer. Keeps
contents hot/cold. Wide mouth
and insulated lid doubles as bowl.
Dry storage in stopper. Leak proof.
Includes full-sized spork. 5754940

Quantities are limited.
While supplies last.

LOWEST PROPANE
PRICES AROUND
20 lb refill just $8.99!
FILL 3 & YOUR 4TH ONE IS FREE

2799

$

50-Lb. Performance
W
Plus Dog Food
Designed for dogs under
stress conditions.
2291177

6-In. 1/2 HP
Bench Grinder

2

5

3

1-Gal. Windshield
De-Icer Washer Fluid

3

8-Qt. Black Gold®
All-Purpose Potting Soil

$ 99

2

Quickly removes ice and frost.
Guards against re-freeze on
your windshield.
6839914

8-Qt. Black
Gold®
Seedling Mix

27999

$



10-Ft. Poly
Feed Bunk
4374518



$

999

costs and keep track of
everything we spent,”
Diem said. “At the end
of the day, we wanted
our income to equal our
expenses.”
Taggart agreed.
“Avoid big capital
purchases by borrowing
things,” she said. “That
way if it doesn’t work
out, you won’t be out as
much.”
At harvest time, the
women used the practice
of hydrocooling their
crops. Hydrocooling is
rinsing produce in cold
water immediately after
harvesting to increase
shelf life. Both women
said the practiced worked
well.
While Diem traveled
two hours to Omaha every
week and small towns
in her area occasionally,
Taggart sold to local
customers and dealt with
a different market. Many
people Taggart worked

incorporated into the soil.
In farming, some
things you cannot plan for
– the most infamous being
the weather.
Vegetables page 8B
On April 14, 2018
there was a blizzard and by
May 2018 the temperature
was over 100 degrees.
A hail storm followed.
Learning to take these
unpredictable challenges
one at a time was part
of the first-year learning
experience for Diem and
Taggart.
“You can’t plan for
everything when you’re
starting,” Diem said.
Another obstacle for
Diem was planting too
many of certain crops,
resulting in a surplus of
vegetables.
“If you’re growing
squash or zucchini, two
plants are enough for a Tomatoes are harvested in early August 2018. Thunder
village,” Diem said.
Moon Farm, of Auburn, Iowa, began its vegetable farm
Diem also combatted last year.

$ 99
Nutrient rich mix ideal for all plants
including flowers, vegetables and
house plants. Provides moisture
retention and good drainage. Feeds up to 6 months.
9586454

$ 49

cabbage loopers in her
organic practice. She
tried to battle with Dr.
Bronner’s
Peppermint
soap, but the pest was not
caught soon enough, so the
soap did little to reduce
it. Diem ended up selling
the cabbage and warning
customers there were bugs
inside.
Both
women
suggested using a Hori
Hori knife, which is
a Japanese gardening
tool that works great for
transplanting.
“It’s a very useful tool
and very ergonomic for
gardening at any scale,”
Diem said.
Because the summer
is the busiest season for
farmers, the women were
scraped to find time for
part-time jobs but still
needed extra income.
Diem manages farmers
markets, teaches yoga
classes and tries to save as
much money as possible.
“The
theme
for
the year was to reduce

Gives seedlings the
aeration and moisture
retention they need for
strong development. Use
to germinate seeds in
flats, pots and plug trays.
9586603

10-In. Locking Pliers with Wire Cutter
Heavy-duty jaws grip and locks work of all shapes.
6484133

MECHANIC or SETUP
FULL BENEFITS

100% Healthcare • Paid vacation and holidays • Uniforms provided

$ 49

2

Formula 409® All
Purpose Cleaner
Cuts through the toughest
kitchen grease and grime.
Eliminates unwanted odors.
9587585

Open M-F 7:30-7, Sat. 7:30-5, Sun. 8:30-1

FEED & FARM SUPPLY STORE

Good service - fair prices - every day
R38-1B-BP
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Apply in person or email randy@acfarmservice.com

A&C Farm Service, Inc.
412 BUSINESS 23 S | PAYNESVILLE, MN
320-243-3736 • www.acfarmservice.com
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Gilman Co-op Creamery

Gilman, MN 320-387-2770

WWW.GILMANCREAMERY.COM
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Managing to prevent mastitis in cold weather Generation Y craves the
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why behind food choices

It
appears
the
younger
generation’s
quest to know what
goes into the production
of the food they eat is
strengthening the bond
between consumer and
producer.
In
its
latest
“Feed4Thought” survey,
Cargill
found
that
compared to those over BY ROGER STROM
55, twice as many young The Business of Farming
people (ages 18-34) in
the United States and China said they personally
know a livestock or seafood farmer.
As a result of what they learned about farming,
52 percent of Generation Y, born between the early
1980s and 2000, said they changed their food
preferences – three times the number of those over
55 who were willing to make changes.
Surveys in Mexico, France and China showed
similar results.
Over 80 percent listed animal welfare as a
major concern with almost half of them willing to
pay more if it means animals are raised in better
conditions. Interestingly, Americans are less willing
to pay more (31 percent) compared to the Chinese
(59 percent).
A similar study by the International Food
Information Council Foundation also found
consumers want to learn more about the farm to
fork process.
Chief executive officer of the IFIC Foundation
Joseph Clayton said Americans have a growing
appetite for more information about their food,
and technology is enabling them to access that
information while also driving transparency across
the food supply chain.
Consumers not only want to know where and
how food is produced, but they are also questioning
the environmental impact of producing various
foods and will look for brands they believe align
with their values. As with the Cargill survey, people
will change their buying decisions based on what
they know about the food production process.
According to the IFIC, “2019 will bring a larger
focus on the food journey, greater attention to food
safety and allergens, continued consumer concern
about sugar and increased popularity of plant-based
eating.”
While of the subject of eating trends, Nielson
released its findings of 2018 food trends focusing
on meat consumption. Sales of beef were up nearly
11 percent since 2015, a trend that is expected to
continue with the average consumption expected to
increase by almost 3 percent this year for an average
of 59 pounds per person.
They also found people are changing the way
they buy beef with online meat sales increasing
from 4 percent in 2015 to 19 percent last year.
People, especially millennials, are using websites
like Crowd Cow driving sales to over $10 million.
More than 100 farms provide meat for Crowd Cow
which lists the farmers name and how the animal
was fed and cared for.
And finally, the People for the Ethical
Treatment of Animals have taken their message to
a new level. In Lincoln, Neb., the group has erected
a huge billboard featuring a Holstein which said,
“I’m me, not meat. See the individual. Go vegan”.
PETA spokeswoman Amber Canavan said cows
are individuals with unique personalities. She said,
“Some cows are more friendly, some cows are more
shy.”
And some people think cows can talk.
… just sayin’.

TIRES

BA20-tfnB-JW

clean. If they enter the parlor with a
A lot of people, me included, think
particularly dirty udder, it will require
about mastitis management mostly
more washing. If the udder is not properly
in the summer. After all, that is when
dried, there is a risk of frostbite. Long
we see the highest prevalence of it.
hair can also make udders difficult to
However, we see mastitis every month
keep clean and dry. If you do not already,
of the year. It may not be on the top
of the priority list during winter, but it
consider singeing or clipping udders.
should be on the list nonetheless. You
On the subject of udders and teats,
already know about all of the health and
teat dip can also put your cows at risk for
economic impacts of mastitis, so why
frostbite. Of course, you need to dip your
jeopardize your cows and your bottom
cows, so what can you do? My extension
line? You have your typical mastitis BY EMILY WILMES colleague, Chuck Schwartau, put it best,
University of
routine – dry treatment, monitoring
“Dip, but don’t drip.” If I could rewrite
MN
Extension
fresh cows, keeping stalls clean and the
that line, I would say, “Dip, but don’t drip
like. However, are you managing for the
or skip.” When the weather is freezing
specific threats and stressors that only winter brings? and the winds are howling with below 20-degree
First, we know it is cold. And when it is cold, make wind chills, you may be tempted to not post dip your
sure your cows have access to shelter and an ample cows. Even in the winter, do not skip it.
amount of clean, dry bedding. Like with any season,
The post dip is too important to leave out, but
the ultimate goal is to keep the amount of stress on the way you manage post dipping in the winter may
your cows low. Making sure your cows are properly be tweaked. You might recall that optimum contact
sheltered and barns have adequate ventilation will time for pre-dip is 30 seconds. After the 30 seconds,
keep them comfortable and will prevent them from the dip can be wiped off to continue the milk prep
needing to use extra energy to keep warm. Cows can routine. Similarly, a strategy you could implement
handle fairly cold temperatures; wind chills are what is to put post dip for a 30 second contact time, then
really bother cows and make them use extra energy. dry teats before sending cows out of the parlor. You
At the very least, keep cows out of the wind.
will still get the protection of the post dip but will not
Providing clean, dry bedding is always on the run the risk of frost-bitten teats. This practice will
top of my list for proper management. It is especially add some time to milking, but it only needs to be
important in the winter that cows are kept dry and implemented in extreme cold weather.

Gilman Co-op Creamery

Skid loader
& Implement
(Mounting Available)

320-387-2770

FEED & FARM SUPPLY STORE Open M-F 7:30-7, Sat. 7:30-5
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Century Farm
application deadline
is March 4
ST. PAUL – Minnesota families who have
owned their farms for 100 years or more are invited to
apply for the 2019 Century Farm Program. Produced
by the Minnesota State Fair in conjunction with the
Minnesota Farm Bureau Federation, the Century
Farm Program was created to promote agriculture and
honor historic family farms in the state. More than
10,500 Minnesota farms have been honored since the
program began in 1976.
Family farms are recognized as a Century Farm
when three requirements are met. The farm must be
at least 100 years old according to authentic land
records, in continuous family ownership for at least
100 years (continuous residence on the farm is not
required), and at least 50 acres and be involved in
agricultural production.
A commemorative certificate signed by Paul
Merkins, Minnesota State Fair Board of Managers
President; Kevin Paap, Minnesota Farm Bureau
Federation President; and Minnesota Governor Tim
Walz will be awarded to qualifying families, along
with an outdoor sign signifying century farm status.
Applications are available online at https://
www.mnstatefair.org/about-the-fair/awards-andrecognition/; at https://www.fbmn.org; by calling
the state fair at 651-288-4400; or at statewide county
extension and county farm bureau offices.
The submission deadline is March 4. Recipients
will be announced in May. Previously recognized
families should not reapply.
Information on the Century Farm Program will
be available at the Minnesota Farm Bureau exhibit
during the 2019 Minnesota State Fair. A Century
Farm database is also available at http://www.fbmn.
org.

PHOTO SUBMITTED

Haley Diem, of Thunder Moon Farm, displays a full spread
of vegetables at the Greene County Farmers Market in
August 2018. Diem was also the farmers market manager.

The first sunflowers bloom on Thunder Moon Farm July
6, 2018 in Auburn, Iowa. Hailey Diem, farm owner, will
begin her second growing season in 2019.
If your site is ready, we can
build this winter! Ask for
details on our Winter Build
Savings!
BA3-1B-BP

Vegetables
from 6B
with offered her supplies
to get her farm started,
like fencing or fertilizer, in
exchange for produce.
Diem expanded her
production to include
flowers, and sold the
blossoms
at
farmers
markets as well, adding
Tomato plants stand as tall as Haley Diem on Thunder variety to her booth and
Moon Farm. This heirloom variety was Big Rainbow, intriguing customers.

Let us help you
customize your farm

Stop in or give us a call
for more information!

Call
Randy
or
Derek
Today!
BA3-1B-BP

Helena Agri-Enterprises, LLC
16250 HWY 10 NW
Royalton, MN
(320) 584-5520
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which produced 7-pound tomatoes.

Serving Your Seed,
Application, Fertilizer,
Precision, and
AgChem Needs.

Free Estimates
ates • Free Delivery
Locally Owned and Operated

• Residential • Agricultural • Light Commercial • Drafting
St. Martin, MN • www.lifestylelumber.com • 320-548-3459 • 800-699-9774

Diem warns that
going to a larger market,
like in Omaha, was not
always the most costeffective choice. There
was a weekend when it
rained all day, resulting in
a drenching 7 inches, just
as her heirloom tomatoes
were ripening.
“We
ended
up
bringing all the tomatoes
home and canning them,
because no one purchased
them,” Diem said.
Overall,
Diem
and Taggart
learned
as first year farmers
and both are excited
for the 2019 growing
season. Throughout the
challenges and obstacles,
the women agreed it was
nice to have each other. In
addition to having a friend
to share stories or pest
management strategies,
they are able to bounce
ideas off each other and
create the best possible
outcome for everyone.
“It is also nice to have
a friend to celebrate the
victories or high points of
the season,” Taggart said.
“Growing a farm can be
scary, but can also pay off
immeasurably.”

