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In This Month’s Beacon:
*Pastor Mary’s May Newsletter
Article
*Member News
*An Update From Deacon Candidate
Colleen Bernu
*Financial Update
*Committee Updates
*Community Events
*Information about Day Camp
*Faith on the Go
*Upcoming VLM Events

June Beacon Deadline is May 15th.
Please have all submissions into the
office on this date. The Beacon crew
will be assembling the newsletter on
May 29th.

May marks the last month of the
official “academic year” for Faith
Formation here at Bethesda. While I
know that Sunday STORY Time will
continue throughout the summer, it
will be a different feel to the week
without the classes happening on
Wednesday evenings. When I
started here last September, I jumped
head first into a very rigorous and jampacked Faith Formation schedule.
Many folks shared with me their
questions and concerns about the shift
that has taken place in faith education
in the past few years. I can definitely
understand some of the concerns as
Faith Formation at Bethesda doesn’t
look and feel the same to many of you;
but to me it’s all new!
And after going through a full
year of classes, I have to go on record
saying I believe these changes are
starting to bear fruit. Our Children,
Youth, Family & Education team spent
many years tilling the soil, planning
the garden, and finally planting the
seeds. Coming from a farm
background, I know that preparing for
the planting season takes a lot of work,
and you always sort of hold your
breath until the little green sprouts
begin to show. You hope that you
have given the seeds enough water and
love.
From conversations with parents
and grandparents of our youth, it

makes my heart happy that all that
hope and love seem to be working. We
may not have the large numbers of
kids and youth we have had in
previous years, but the students that do
come to worship and classes are fully
engaged in their learning and faith life
in the congregation. I wish you could
see what I see on Sunday mornings
when I’m facing the assembly. During
the liturgy and hymns I will frequently
see kids dancing and making liturgical
movements to the music near the back
of the sanctuary. They know the words
and sing them loud and proud.
Another observation I’ve had in
the past eight months is just how much
the congregation supports children in
worship. There are many
congregations who would be angry
with kids being...well, kids...in
worship. But here at Bethesda we
encourage them to be vital parts of the
worship service, especially on
Wednesday evenings. I always have
plenty of youth volunteers to
help read the liturgy and prayers
during worship. And even though they
may stumble on the words, the
assembly supports them in sounding
them out and learning faith phrases.
Overall the children and youth of
this congregation give me so much joy
and hope for the future of God’s
church. And your actions in supporting
the students will go a long way in
helping their faith continue to form. I
also want to extend a HUGE thank you
to everyone that had a direct hand in

the Faith Formation program here at
Bethesda, especially CYF-Ed team
members, faith mentors, STORY time
leaders, and all the families who bring
their kids to worship and classes,
fulfilling the promises you made at
their baptisms.
As we head into summer, I
encourage you to think of additional
ways we could support our children
and youth in the coming academic year
which will start again in September.
Think about being a faith mentor for
confirmation, or helping with Sunday
STORY Time or children’s
sermons! Let’s continue positively
shaping the faith journeys of
Bethesda’s youth!
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Nita Davis, Bookkeeper/Accountant
515-890-1235
Nita@davisbooksandtax.com
Alice Kloepfer, Custodian
Cathy Dale, Accompanist
Bethesda Evangelical Lutheran Church
204 5th St – PO Box 210
Carlton MN 55718
Email: bethesda55718@msn.com
Website: www.bethesdacarlton.org
Synod’s Site: www.nemnsynod.org

Office Hours
Tuesday & Thursday 8am-3pm
Wednesday 8am-2pm

2018 Members of Bethesda
Church Council
*President – Lynn Beatty
*Vice President –Jason Goad
*Secretary - Linda Newlon
*Stacy Colich, Treasurer
Beth Leseman
Dave Beatty
Ryan Swanson
Nevada McCorison
Deb Davis
Jane Joki
Teresa Solomon
Frank Curtiss
*If you have items that you wish to be addressed by
council, contact a member of the Executive Committee,
who sets the council agenda. The Executive Committee
consists of these officers. They also serve as the
Personnel Committee. You can keep up to date with
church business by viewing the Council Meeting Minutes
which are posted on the bulletin board outside the
church office or view them on our website

Council representatives to church
committees:
Social Ministry- Jane Joki,
Memorial/Endowment- Frank Curtis,
Property- Dave, Worship- Lynn,
CYFEd- Linda and possibly one more.
Pastor Mary is going to work on
starting up the Stewardship and
Evangelism committees.
All congregational members are
invited to attend council meetings
which are usually the second Thursday
of the month but may change to a
different day during the summer.
Please let the office know if you would
like to receive a phone call in the event
that church services need to be
canceled.
Highway Clean-Up will be May 23rd at
9:00 a.m. Come join us if you are
available. We will meet at Bethesda Rain
or Shine. Any Questions Contact
Mary Saarela at 384-4412.

Recently we had our building doors
rekeyed. One key will now open all
three doors. If you would like a key,
the cost is $4 and you can get one from
Bobbie in the office.

Kiehl family for all their
work on the fantastic
Easter breakfast.
Alice and Cliff Kloepfer for
their donation that paid for rekeying
the church entry doors.
Lynn and Dave Beatty for their
donation that paid for the repairs
needed on the highway 210 entry door.

Save the Date: Day Camp
Zion Lutheran Church
Cloquet, August 6- 10th
The Tri Parish, Bethesda, Zion and
Our Saviors Lutheran church 2018
Day Camp information and
registration forms will be available in
the June and July Newsletters & also
on Bethesda's website.
Preschoolers Age 4-5: (Must be
potty- trained) 9 a.m.-11:00 a.m .
Monday - Friday with a Program on
Friday.
K-6th: 9 a.m.-3 p.m. Monday Thursday & a 1/2 day on Friday with a
PreK-6th program.

Member News

May 13th

Celebrating May Baptismal
Birthdays: Candon Adams,
Teagen Tessier, Cheryl
Ankrum, Grant Aubol,

Colleen Bernu, Tayler Ostby, Joyce
Cerny, Kylee Crisp, Janice Dahl,
Paige Dittberner, James Hongisto,
Jerod Thompson, Zachary Anderson,
Flaxxen Kincade, Derek Balow,
Garett Beatty-Christiansen, Phillip
Johnson, Mara St. Pierre, Tyler Kelley,
Alaina Kiehl, Judy Lindquist,
Wes Buscko, Casey Marciniak, Cody
Martin, Alecia Radtke, Jackson
Radtke, Kayla Radtke, Lucas Radtke,
Mason Radtke, Nicholas Radtke,
Jaiden Soukkala, Beth Towslee, Devan
Towslee, Willow Towslee, Bode
Olson, Jared Stirewalt, Cassandra
Davis & Audrey Kavanaugh.

Our deepest sympathy & prayers to the
families of Elsie Warren &
Patricia Knudson. God’s promises of
resurrection bring comfort and hope in
Christ the risen savior.
The family of Elsie Warren would like
to thank everyone who helped with the
funeral meal and all the preparation for
the funeral, cards, and kind words. It is
greatly appreciated.

Congratulations and blessings to
Bethesda’s 2018 High School
Graduates; Anna Bong,

Audrey Lokken, Elizabeth House, Leif
Herman, Chase Ableiter, Deanna
Wallin & Chloe Olesen. We will be
honoring them with a blessing during
worship on May 20th at the 9 a.m.
service. If there is a Bethesda youth
that is graduating from High School or
College that we may not know of
please call or email the church office
to let us know. There will be
homemade quilts in the Sanctuary for
each graduate to choose one.
Anna Bong’s Graduation
The Ceremony will be
May 23rd at 1pm at the Cloquet High
School Auditorium.
Anna’s Graduation Party will be held
on Saturday June 9th
1209 Gault Rd. in Wrenshall
from 12-4.
Thank you to everyone for all of the
love and support over the years!

Congratulations & Blessings to our
Confirmands who participated in
Affirmation of Baptism on April 15th
at the 9 a.m. worship service. This
year's confirmands are Kaden Olesen,
Cami Martin, Brianna Despot &
Justin Swanson.

Update from Deacon Candidate
Colleen Bernu
Happy May, Bethesda Friends and
Family! This past month has been
packed with learning, growing, and
teaching opportunities. A highlight
was participation in CHUM’s
Expanding Horizons walk. CHUM is
a 501(c)(3) nonprofit human services
agency in Duluth sponsored and
governed by an interfaith coalition of
40 faith communities of which my
internship site is one. CHUM is
Duluth’s primary safety-net
organization where people who are
homeless or who have very low
incomes can come for assistance and a
welcoming, safe
community. CHUM’s Expanding
Horizons walk is an opportunity for
participants to learn about CHUM
some of CHUM’s primary partners
who provide services and support for
people in downtown Duluth.
On the walk, we started at the CHUM
Food Shelf then walked to The
Damiano Center, Steve O’Neil
Apartments, San Marco Apartments,
American Indian Community Housing
Organization, Life House, CHUM
Shelter/Drop-In Center, and the
Clayton Jackson McGhie Memorial (in
that order). A representative from
each organization provided a tour,
short presentation, and hosted a
question and answer session during our
visit. Employers, colleges, social

service agencies, and churches (among
others) use the Expanding Horizons
walk as a good way to learn about
poverty and Duluth’s response to it.
We are blessed to have so close to
home such an effective and wellrecognized model for accompanying
those living in poverty. This
experience was both enlightening and
challenging, leaving me to ponder how
we, people called by God to spread the
liberating message of God’s peace,
justice, love, and mercy through
Christ, can better accompany those
living in poverty in NE Carlton
County.
2018 Synod Assembly
May 4th-6th
Cragun’s Resort, Brainerd
This year’s Voting Members are
Jim & Teresa Solomon.
We are looking for donations from
Bethesda for the Silent Auction. The
money raised goes toward ELCA
Hunger Appeal. Raising money &
awareness to end the suffering of
hunger here at home and worldwide.
Some ideas for items are Liturgical
items; Baptismal gowns, Baptismal
quilt/blanket, Clergy crosses,
Clergy Stole Wooden items: Bowls,
display systems, Garden items/pickles,
Gift baskets with themes; movie night,
Handmade cards,
Pillowcases/embroidered dishtowels
maple syrup, jams,
Jewelry/purses/bags, Artwork.

Saturday, May 5, 2018
Wear RED in Recognition of
The National Day of Awareness
for Missing and Murdered
Indigenous Women and Girls

The U.S. has no central database for
information on missing and murdered
indigenous women and girls, so the
exact extent of this issue is unknown.
Data collected by various agencies*
shows:
 Indigenous women and girls in
the U.S. are disproportionately
targeted in sex trafficking.
 84% American Indian and
Alaskan Native women survive
violence sometime in their lives.
o Murder rates as high as
10 times the national
average
 3rd leading cause of
death for American
Indian and Alaskan
Native females age
10-24

o 56% report they survived
sexual violence
 34% report being
raped in their lifetime
(86% of these were by
non-Native
perpetrators)
To learn more or to take action,
please explore:
 Social Media: #MMIWG,
#NoMoreStolenSisters,
#GoneButNotForgotten,
#MMIW
 Savanna’s Act:
www.congress.gov/bill/115thcongress/senate-bill/1942
 National Indigenous Women’s
Resource Center:
www.niwrc.org/
 Mending the Sacred Hoop:
www.mshoop.org/
 Human trafficking as it relates
to Native American
communities:
www.humantraffickingsearch.org
/traffickingofnativeamericans/
*Statistics obtained from the US
Depart of Justice, Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention Homicide,
National Institute of Justice, Tribal
Law and Policy Institute, MN Indian
Women’s Resource Center.

Social Ministry
The Social Ministry
committee will be hosting
coffee following service on May 20th
in support of the 23rd Veteran.

Cloquet Nat’l Guard Armory
801 Highway 33 South
Cloquet MN 55720
4th Wednesday of each month.
Doors open at 10:00 am (Not Before)
Distribution 10:00-11:30 am
$20.00 cash donation
Cromwell Park Pavillion
5577 Cromwell Park Drive
Cromwell, 55726
nd
2 Thursday of each month.
Doors open at 9:30 am (Not Before)
Distribution 10:00-11:30 am

Under-Aware Campaign Update:
“Suppose a brother or sister is without
clothes and daily food. If one of you
tells him, “Go in peace, stay warm and
well fed,” but does not provide for his

physical needs, what good is that?”
James 2: 15-16
What a tremendous response from this
congregation to our “Are You UnderAware of Homelessness Campaign.”
We ended up donating a total of 29
sports bras, 178 briefs, 187 pairs of
socks, 36 thermal tops, 24 t-shirts,
and 34 thermal long johns to the
Damiano Center in Duluth for their
clothing depot. We combined cash
collected from all of you with money
Thrivent donated and items were
purchased at a clearance rate to “fill in
the gaps.” Thrivent challenges us to
“continue to play it forward”…there
are so many ways we can make a
difference—as individuals, and as a
congregation. Wow!
Ginny Korte-Castle

Carlton County
Mobile Food Pantry Program
Free Supplemental food for low
income residents
When: The 3rd Thursday of every
month 10:30-11:30am
Our Savior’s Lutheran Church
(parking lot)
615 12th St. Cloquet
Who can receive food?
Low income residents of the Cloquet
area.

What is provided?
Supplemental supplies of protein, fruit,
vegetables, and grains which may vary
each month.
Non-food or other products as they are
available.
How do I qualify?
To see if you qualify for the Mobile
Food Pantry Program contact us at
218-727-5653 ext. 119,
info@northernlakesfoodbank.org or
visit our distribution site. Upon
registration you will be asked to
provide:
 Recently postmarked mail with
your name and address
 Knowledge of your current gross
monthly household income
 Picture ID
Contact Second Harvest Northern
Lakes Food Bank for more
information.

Worship
Pentecost is May 20th. Don’t forget to
wear red to church to celebrate the
work of the Holy Spirit.
Did you know that there is a free
devotional that reflects on the texts we
will read on Sunday morning that can
be emailed directly to you? Check out
http://www.luthersem.edu/godpause/de
fault.aspx to sign up.

“Word in Season,” “Christ in Our
Home,” and “Our Daily Bread”
monthly devotional booklets are
located outside the church office.
Please help yourself to one or all of
them.
You can sign up for “Lutheran Indian
Ministries” daily devotionals by email
at LutheranIndianMinistries.org/
devotions#email. They will no longer
be shipping devotional booklets to
Congregations.

Upcoming VLM
Events:
NOTICE TO ALL PARENTS!
It’s time to start planning for summer
camp. Did you know we are a member
congregation of Voyageurs Lutheran
Ministry? That means we get special
pricing at Camp Vermilion and Camp
Hiawatha. They provide summer
programs for all ages including a one
day experience for those new to camp,
two night programs for those not ready
for a full week, and full week
experiences for elementary through
senior high campers. The Bethesda
Endowment committee also provides
camper sponsorships to reduce your
cost and encourage participation. Your
family may also qualify for further
discounts directly from VLM. Talk to
Chris Mitchell if you have questions.

Camp Work Days

Mark your calendars and rally the
members of your congregation for
Camp Vermilion Work Day! They are
a time to prepare the sites for our
summer camping season and we can't
do that without your help!
2018 Dates:
Camp Vermilion - May 19
8:00 - 9:30 - Registration with rolls
and coffee available
8:30 - 12:30 - The work happens!
12:30 - Lunch
1:30 - The work continues for as long
as people are able to stay.
If you have suggestions or ideas about
doing a specific project, please contact
the VLM Office at (800) 331-5148 or
email VLM.

Check out the summer employment
opportunities at VLM:
In addition to the traditional camp
counselors (we need 28), we also are
looking for wilderness canoe guides,
health staff, kitchen staff, maintenance
staff, support staff (marketing, craft
coordinators, etc..). Position
descriptions, applications and
reference forms can be found on our
website
http://www.vlmcamps.org/positionsavailable http://www.vlmcamps.org/po
sitions-available
Family Overnight – Join us Friday
night for dinner at 6:30 with games,
campfire, and fellowship in the
evening. After breakfast on Saturday,
explore the camps on your own or join
in on Work Day as we get our camps
ready for the summer.
Open to youth groups also! This is a
great opportunity to introduce new
friends to camp – especially if the
camper (or camper parent) is nervous
about being away from home this
summer. This event is free if you help
with work day. $50 per family if you
are unable to stay.
Friday, May 18 – Saturday, May 19
at Camp Vermilion (RSVP by May 15)
Register by calling the VLM Office at
(800) 331-5148 or vlmcamps.org.

Golf Scramble - Camp
at the Course!
Friday, June 22, 2018
Vermilion Fairways, Cook, MN
Because when it comes to camp, even
the serious golfer likes to have fun!





18 holes of golf
catered dinner
connecting with camp friends
experiencing a little bit of camp on the
golf course!
Your generous support and
participation in this event provide a
place for kids to explore God's great
northwoods, develop lifelong
friendships, and build confidence as
they grow in the faith in Christ.

Event Fees:
$65 - includes greens fee, dinner, and
entry into gas grill drawing
$100 Business Sponsor - promotional
marketing
$250 Tee Sponsor - one round of golf,
tee flag, promotional marketing
$20 Gallery - a relaxing at the course,
dinner, and entry into gas grill
drawing
Golf cart is not included in any fees. If
cart is needed, please let us know!
Registration Deadline:
Friday, June 15th.
To Register Call 800-331-5148
or vlmcamps.org.

Faith on the Go

Schedule of events:
10:00 am Check in and early lunch on
the grill
11:00 am Shotgun start (this is a 9
hole course played twice)
4:00 pm Dinner at Camp
Vermilion's Voyageur Lodge

Pray
God of life and growth, we thank you
for the ways you nurture and care
for us. We thank you for the good
foods of the earth, and the refreshing
waters of you creation. Help us to bear
good fruit and share you good
news. Amen.
Connect
Where did you see God today?
Where did you need God today?

Bible
John 15:1‐8 ‐ The true vine and the
branches

Chat
Day 1
John 15:1‐2
Have you ever seen people who work
on trees cut out dead branches? Why
do you think this makes the tree
healthier?

Day 2
John 15:3‐4
How does a branch “abide” in the
vine? How should we abide
in Jesus?

Day 3
John 15:5‐8
Why are the branches important to the
vine? What part of the vine lives in the
branches? How should Jesus’ word
live in you?

Day 4
John 15:9‐11
What does it feel like to be loved? Do
you remember what Jesus called the
greatest commandment? (Matthew
22:36‐38)

Day 5
John 15:12‐14
What do you think Jesus is talking
about when he talks about
laying down your life? Are there other
ways to lay down your life for others?

Bless
May the living Christ raise you up and
bring you joy! Alleluia!

For anyone who may be in need of a
little laughter…

May 2018
SUN

6

MON

7

TUE

WED

1

2

5pm
Executive
Committee
Meeting

5:30pm
Community
Meal
6pm
Faith Formation
6:30pm
Worship

8

9

Synod Assembly
7:00pm
Al-Anon
9am
Worship
Meeting
Sunday Story
Time
10:15am
Coffee/Fellowship
Sing ‘N Play

5:30pm
5:30pm
Meal
Council Meeting Community
th
th

13
Mother’s Day

14

15

7:00pm
Al-Anon
Meeting

Beacon
Deadline

9am
Worship
Sunday Story
Time
10:15am
Coffee/Fellowship
Sing ‘N Play

20

21

Social Ministry ~
23rd Veteran
Pentecost
9am
Worship/ Service
for the Graduates
10:15am
Coffee/
Fellowship
Reception for
Graduates
Sing ‘N Play

7:00pm
Al-Anon
Meeting

27
The Holy
Trinity

28
Memorial Day

9am
Worship
10:15am
Coffee/
Fellowship

Sing ‘N Play

7:00pm
Al-Anon
Meeting

5:30pm
Moms Group

9am
Kettle River
Conference

THU

SAT

3
1pm
Jam Group
3:30pm
Children,
Youth, Family
& Ed. Meeting

4
Synod
Assembly
11am
Men's Bible
Study

5

10

11

12

Synod
Assembly

11am
Men's Bible
Study

4 & 5 Grade
Prayer Class
6pm
Faith Formation
6:30pm
Worship

4th & 5th
16
Grade
5:30pm
Community
Meal
Classes
4th & 5th Grade
Prayer
Prayer Class

FRI

17

18

1pm
Jam Group

11am
Men's Bible
Study

24

25

19

6pm
Faith Formation
6:30pm
Worship

22
5:30pm
Moms Group

23

29
9am
Beacon Crew

30

9am
Highway CleanUp
5:30pm
Community Meal
4th & 5th Grade
Prayer Class
6pm
Faith Formation
6:30pm
Worship

5:30pm
Community
Meal
4th & 5th Grade
Prayer Class
6pm
Faith Formation
6:30pm
Worship

11am
Men's Bible
Study

31
1pm
Jam Group

26

May Volunteers
9:00
Greeters
6. Tricia Hackensmith
13. Renee Kesty
20. Marv & Pat Durkee
27. Dawn Soukkala
Ushers
6. Des Holm & Pat Durkee
13. Stacy Colich & JoAnn Gustafson
20. Ginny Korte-Castle & Lew Castle
27. Jon Kolb & Ryan Swanson
Lay Readers
6. Ginny Korte-Castle
13. Renae House
20. Wendy Mitchell
27. Linda Newlon

Communion Assistants
6. Renae House & Nixon Mitchell
13. Linda Newlon & Janice Dahl
20. Dave & Lynn Beatty
27. Sharon Bragge & Mary Saarela

Acolytes
6. Anna Bong
13. Nixon Mitchell
20. Annabelle Soukkala
27. Anna Bong

Communion Prep & Clean
6. Mary Saarela (P & C)
13. Pat Durkee (P & C)
20. Renee Kesty (P & C)
27. Ryan Swanson (P)
Bethany Leseman (C)

Counters
6. Lorna Bryant & Julie Wagman
13. Gene Bryant & Janice Dahl
20. Lynn Beatty & Jane Joki
27. Linda Newlon & Mary Saarela

Coffee Servers
6. Cary’s Group
13. Dawn’s Group
20. Social Ministry
27. Rusty’s Group
Just a reminder that if you have switched
duties with someone please contact the office
so changes can be made for the bulletin.
Thank you.

June Volunteers
9:00
Greeters
3. Ginny Korte-Castle
10. Theresa Vick
17. Bob & Marnie Emerson
24. John & Jude Holden
Ushers
3. Paula & Noah Olsen
10. Dave & Lynn Beatty
17. Frank & Jackie Curtiss
24. Debby Johnson & Paul Carpenter
Lay Readers
3. Paul Carpenter
10. Jackie Curtiss
17. Bethany Leseman
24. Pat Durkee

Communion Assistants
3. Pat Durkee & Bethany Leseman
10. Stacy Colich & JoAnn Gustafson
17. John & Jude Holden
24. Dawn & Duane Soukkala

Acolytes
3. Nixon Mitchell
10. Anna Bong
17. Annabelle Soukkala
24. Nixon Mitchell

Communion Prep & Clean
3. Sharon Bragge (P & C)
10. Linda Newlon (P & C)
17. Sharon Bragge(P) Jane Joki(C)
24. Mary Saarela (P & C)

Counters
3. Bethany Leseman & Julie Wagman
10. Chris Mitchell & Gladys Sievert
17. Dawn Soukkala & Janice Dahl
24. Lorna Bryant & Jane Joki

Coffee Servers
3. Marlys’ Group
10. Gladys’ Group
17. Linda’s Group
24. Pat’s Group
Just a reminder that if you have switched
duties with someone please contact the office
so changes can be made for the bulletin.
Thank you.

