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The Ungagging of God

In case you haven’t noticed, I love books, and there are many books I want to get around
to reading. One of those is a very thick book in my office by D. A. Carson called The
Gagging of God: Christianity Confronts Pluralism. Here is just one quote from this
amazing book: “In the moral realm, there is very little consensus left in Western countries over the
proper basis of moral behavior. And because of the power of the media, for millions of men and
women the only venue where moral questions are discussed and weighed is the talk show, where more
often than not the primary aim is to entertain, even shock, not to think. When Geraldo and Oprah
become the arbiters of public morality, when the opinion of the latest media personality is sought on
everything from abortion to transvestites, when banality is mistaken for profundity because [it's]
uttered by a movie star or a basketball player, it is not surprising that there is less thought than hype.
Oprah shapes more of the nation's grasp of right and wrong than most of the pulpits in the land.
Personal and social ethics have been removed from the realms of truth and structures of thoughts; they
have not only been relativized, but they have been democratized and trivialized.”
Now, you might be asking Geraldo and Oprah? Who watches them anymore? Well, it was
written 24 years ago. However, nearly a quarter of a century later, this quote is sadly even more true,
but instead of Geraldo and Oprah, one would put Facebook and Twitter, along with every other social
media that is out there, as well as much of the junk found on TV and the movies.
The result is a culture that is shaped by all the relative morality that is found in these areas rather
than by churches and families, and most importantly by Scripture. The result is chaos. The world is a
harsh taskmaster. It makes you think that it is more loving and kind and accepting than the God of the
Bible is, but dare step out of line according to the unwritten rules (Who knows what they are anyway
because they constantly change?) on Facebook and Twitter and be prepared for the wrath of the
masses. Further, unlike the God of the Bible, there is absolutely no grace found those who sin against
the sin’s unwritten rules. The bottom line is that this world is very scary that we live in.
So, what are we to do as Christians and especially as a church? Give into the culture? Just
don’t rock the boat and be little mice in the corner? Of course not. First of all, long before I got here
as your pastor, you as a church took a stand against the culture when you left your former
denomination and joined the Evangelical Presbyterian Church (EPC), and you should be greatly
commended for that.
Secondly, we are greatly being shaped as a church by Scripture as we look and study it, and this
will be even more so as a pick back up on what is commonly called the High Priestly Prayer found in
John 17 on Sunday mornings. It was Jesus’s last act of ministry before, and in it, he prays for the
church down throughout the ages. It is an incredible prayer, and it will give us as a church, the tools to
proclaim the gospel and minister in a culture gone wild. In doing so, my hope and prayer is that we
can reverse the effects of the world’s attempt of gagging God and His Word, and let Scripture speak to
our hearts so that we might speak words of truth to an unbelieving culture.
-Pastor Brandt Hammack
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(For every 5 Yrs. there is a

for extra congratulations)

------------------------------------------------------------

January Anniversaries
1- Jack & Katy Logan
1- Chad & Wendy Caccamise
5- Stu & Gail Freeman
8- Brandt & Marty Hammack

February Anniversaries
6- Vincent & Adrienne Cali
16- David & June Hahn

73 yrs
27 yrs
57 yrs
9 yrs
38 yrs
57 yrs

Bergen UMC Wednesday night
dinners are at 6pm
following the school
schedule!

January Birthdays
1-Jim Wilson
12- Shirley Harris
4- Collin McNear
12- Rob Charcholla
7-Rose Wilson
13- Bruce Glucksman
8-Luke Hollenbeck
15- Corky Shaw
11- Bruce Partridge
23- Eleanor Bater
February Birthdays
2- Dave Wright
16-Danielle Foeller
4- Robert Crosgrove 19- Wendy Hutchurson
5- Nancy Alfes
20- Mary Hammack
7- Emily Caccamise 26- Cyndy Jones
8- Rebecca McNear 28- David Catalino
8- Christin Snell
13- Renee Berggren

Job Announcement

BEPC Bike Ministry

The Bergen Evangelical Presbyterian Church
seeks a Christ-centered, Bible-believing musician
open to the Holy Spirit’s leading, to serve as
Assistant Music Coordinator. This person will
work closely with the Music Coordinator and
Pastor on all music-related activities at the church,
including weekly musical participation in the
worship service and leading the worship service
once per month.

(Winter coats & shoes too!)

This is a part-time position (approximately 5 hours
per week). A complete job description is available
upon request.
If interested, please submit a letter of inquiry to
<fpcbergen@gmail.com>; include “Assistant
Music Coordinator Search” in the subject of the
email. Questions about the position may be
addressed to Rob Willhoft at (585) 293-1304.

If anyone is interested in helping to repair
bikes, donating bikes, and helmets, see Stu
Freeman. Stu is also collecting winter coats
and gently used shoes! If you are cleaning out
your closets or see a deal at a garage sale, bring
in winter coats and shoes in all sizes!
Stu recently came into the office and told me
about a man he gave a bike to. He had no
means of transportation. Stu gave him a bike
which he uses to get to work everyday! The
bike meant the world to him! It is great to see
what the donations you give are doing for
people! Each bike donated comes with a card
that has our information on it as well as a Bible
verse!

Don’t forget to check out the
bulletin board to
signup!
*Nursery help & KFC
*our to do list
*Snack signups

A peek at the Church Calendar
January
1- Happy New Years!
5- Sunday School 9:15/ Church 10:30am/
Communion and Food Collection/
Fellowship meeting
7- CE meeting
8- Session
9-Son Risers
12-Sunday School 9:15/ Church 10:30am/
E&M meeting/ Finance meeting
14- Worship meeting
18- Ladies event, “A Stoney Lunch” see below
19-Sunday School 9:15/ Church 10:30 / All
Babies Cherished here/ Annual Meeting
20- Martin Luther King Day-office closed
23-Son Risers
26-Sunday School 9:15/ Church 10:30
28- Deacons meeting
31- Blood Drive 3-7 in the Fellowship Hall

Annual Meeting
January 19th is our Annual
Meeting. The Fellowship
team will be providing a
lunch on Sunday, January
19, 2019 following the
service and before the
annual meeting. We will
be serving pizza, salad,
drinks, and ice cream
sandwiches. Hope all can
come!

February
2- Sunday School 9:15/ Church 10:30am/
Fellowship meeting
4- CE Meeting
6- Son Risers
9- Sunday School 9:15/ Church 10:30am/
E&M meeting/
11- Worship meeting
12- Session
14- Happy Valentines Day!
16- Sunday School 9:15/ Church 10:30
17- President’s Day- office closed
18- Foodlink Warehouse 2-5 visit-watch for
Details
20- Son Risers
23- Sunday School 9:15/ Church 10:30
25- Deacons

Coffee Hour snacks needed
We hope that you all had a joyous Christmas
holiday! It was wonderful to share in the Christmas
season with our church family and community at the
Christmas concert on Saturday, December 7. Weren’t
the performers so talented! And the cookies you all
provided so yummy! Many thanks to all that helped
and baked.

We all like to enjoy snacks for coffee hour before and
after church. Please consider helping out by
supplying something from this list:

The ladies enjoyed snacks and an ornament swap at
the manse on Saturday, December 14. Thank you to
Marty for being the ‘hostess with the mostest’!!

The committee also
accepts monetary donations towards the
purchase of snacks.

The Fellowship team will be providing a lunch on
Sunday, January 19, 2019 following the service and
before the annual meeting. We will be serving pizza,
salad, drinks, and ice cream sandwiches.

Contact Eunie Ely if
you can help in any way.

baked items, fruit,
vegetables,
cheese & crackers,
chips.

Don’t throw away your
empty ink cartridges!
There is a box in the
coffee hour foyer near
the long table where
Young Life Collects
them. This is an
ongoing fundraiser
for them.

Coffee hour before Sunday school and before/after
the service has been very popular! You all like to
eat!! So…we welcome donations of baked goods,
fruits, vegetables, pretzels, cheese, crackers, etc,
and/or money to help purchase the food. Please see
Eunie Ely if you are able to donate or just leave your
donations in the kitchen, marked “coffee hour”.
Many thanks to all you donated last year.
Again, looking toward the new year and a long cold
winter, we welcome ideas for ways to involve our
church family in fellowship. Let us know.
Thanks to all who continue to help.

or

They are able to get credit for empty ink cartridges
at one of the local office stores towards purchases
when they return them.
You can even bring in empty toner cartridges
from copy machines.

Church repairs
We are looking for help in completing some projects that need to be done at Church
There is a sign up sheet on the bulletin board, please sign up if you are able and have time
to do one of these projects- Thanks!

*Repair SW wall of west stall of downstairs large ladies room
*Repair front steps
*Rehang curtains in back entrance
*Repaint outside lower windows and trim
*Make an enclosure for the dehumidifier
*A cover needs to be built over the pipes in the corner of the nursery
- See Julie Foeller or Neva Lattimer with questions
*General painting

This month, please pray for:
Those with ongoing challenges and needs:
Chris Martz, Rob Charcholla, Aggie
Redinger, Delores Seward, David Hahn,
Adriane Broadbooks, Bob and Kathy Cosgrove, , Nancy Alfes, Ruth Morse’s brotherin-law (Andy), Janice Langdon’s mother (Jo
Files), Susan Brownell’s grandmother; Hazel Newsom -and her caretakers Susan’s
parents Paul and Sandy Harris, Rosemary Utz-friend of
McAllisters, Ruth Morse’s brother-in-law Harold/
Andy, Malanie Glucksman, and Evelyn Pangraziofriend of Tom and Cyndy Jones.
Those fighting cancer: Dan For no, Stacy Cline,
Elaine Malkani-Cyndy Jones sister. Corky’s friend,
Sharon fighting colon cancer, Neva Lattimer’s brotherin-law, Don Thorp fighting lung cancer.

family with the loss of her father, and the family of
Gail King.

The Youth of our church and our community.
Those serving as Missionaries:
Joseph Harvey in Impfondo; Uli Fernandez in Mexico;
Berti Berhami with Campus Crusades for Christ in Albania; Mark Randall with CRU; Scott Crosby now in
the states but still dealing with missions in the Far East,
Adrienne Cali with Young Life, and Kelsey Hill with
Campus Target, and John Gay.
Our Session, Deacons, Pastoral Search Committee,
Youth Leader Joe Rebisz, Personnel Committee, Nominating Committee, CE Committee and the many more
committees and ministries that help run the church.
Pray for the other local churches in our area (and your
area too!)

Continued healing for Helen Hill’s sister-in-law
Dorcas Arbach, June Hahn’s niece Ann Crone, Willard President Donald Trump, his advisors, NYS Governor
Pengelly, & Joan Miller
Andrew Cuomo & all in authority in this community,
state, nation & the world
Those who have lost loved ones:
The family of Gordon Seward, the family of Cathy
The Servicemen & Women of the United States, as
Haynes- Cyndy Jones sister, The family of Tom
well as our Veterans and their families
Waterhouse- cousin of Bruce Glucksman,
to students who may be interested in going to Albania.
and the family of Art Campbell. Cheryl Saville and

December finds the Deacons packing more boxes of food to
distribute - as well as providing the gifts to satisfy one school
child's Christmas wishes. We appreciate Stu Freeman and
the gleaning ministry for all the vegetables he has provided for
our food boxes.
From Matthew 25 -- "Come, you blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom
prepared for you from the foundation of the world: for I was hungry and you gave
Me food; I was thirsty and you gave Me drink; I was a stranger and you took Me in;
I was naked and you clothed Me; I was sick and you visited Me; I was in prison and
you came to Me. ...... Lord, when did we see You hungry and feed You, or thirsty
and give You drink? When did we see You a stranger and take You in, or naked
and clothe You? Or when did we see You sick, or in prison, and come to You? And
the King will reply, I assure you that whatever you did for the humblest of my
brothers you did for me."

Church Finances
November 2019
"Offer to God a sacrifice of thanksgiving, and perform your vows to the Most High and
call upon me in the day of trouble; I will deliver you, and you shall glorify me.”
Psalm 50: 14-15
Giving for November was $14,454, under the monthly goal by $3,000 and about the same as
for October. With higher expenses than in October, $5,100 was needed from the Accumulated
Income Fund (vs. $3,100 in October) to pay the bills. With all the AIF funds needed the past
few months, the balance of that fund is down to about $29,600.
December is a month with five Sundays, always a good thing for our monthly giving, and so far
after three Sundays, our giving is quite good.

MONTHLY FINANCIAL REPORT – NOVEMBER 2019

OPERATING FUND
Income

Sunday offering:
$10,016.00
Loose offering:
$337.85
Amortized one time gifts:
$4,100.00
Misc. Income:
$13.00
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Total New Receipts
$14,466.85
Opening Balance (from previous month)
$972.20
Total Funds Available (opening balance + new receipts)
$15439.05

Expenses

Gross Expenditures for the month
Line Item Paybacks received this month that reduce expenses
* None

$16,050.91
$0.00

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Net Expenditures for the Month
$16,050.91
Accumulated Income Fund Transfer Needed to cover Expenditures
Extra Monthly Amortized Gift Overdrawn from the AIF
Monthly Amortized Gift Left in Accumulated Income Fund

$4,100.00
$1,000.00
$0.00

OPERATING FUND BALANCE

$388.14

DESIGNATED FUND
Opening Balance (from previous month)
New Designated Receipts
Total Designated Expenditures

$9,227.94
$1,229.70
$2,662.01

DESIGNATED FUND BALANCE

$7,795.63

TOTAL CHECKBOOK BALANCE (Operating Fund + Designated Fund)

$8,183.77

OTHER FUND ACTIVITY

Accumulated Income Fund
For November expenditures
Transfers to Property & Techn. Reserves
Current Balance (12/10/2019)

-$5,100.00
-$1,500.00
$29,558.60

