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To those who have always
wondered how they might best
serve the wider world, wildlife
conservation is, at its core, one
of the purest forms of giving.
- Thomas Kaplan, philanthropist

Mission
To impove the well-being
of Northewest Ohio wildlife
populations and habitat
through public education and
rehabilitation of injured, ailing
and orphaned wildlife, with
emphasis on coexistence

Save the Date

Papoo’s Fundraiser

June 24th
6am to Close

HUGE Auction!
A portion of the day’s food
sales donated to NN

No safe place to be a bunny!

W

hen the hot line rings, many of the calls are about rabbit nests. “Why”,
they will ask, “when we are the only people on our street with dogs, will
rabbits pick our yard to nest in?” It does seem silly, until you think about the life of
a prey animal.
In short, there is no safe place to be a rabbit. You are at the bottom of the
food chain and everyone looks at you as food! You could nest in the middle of a back
yard, under the swing set, or in the garden mulch and be at risk from kids, cats, dogs,
and cars. Or, you could nest in a more secluded, wild habitat and be under threat
from hawks, owls, fox, and raccoons. Mother rabbits have a lot to worry about. But
they must be doing something right because there are lots of rabbits out there. Just
ask the people who call with questions about how they can protect their gardens from
these hungry and cute visitors.
Mother rabbits do not dig a deep
burrow like so many people
think. It’s a little divot, maybe a
couple inches deep, lined with
dead grass she has pulled. She
will places a thin layer of her
own hair and some more pulled
grass over her babies. She spends
very little time at the nest as to
not attract predators. Callers will
be certain the mother has “abandoned” the nest because she is never seen. In fact,
rabbits only visit their nest about two or three times in a 24 hour period and it is most
often after dark. She will lie down on top of the grass and hair and the babies will
stick their heads up and begin to nurse. Baby rabbits have the ability to gut load, or
really fill their bellies full very quickly. She will usually only be there for five to ten
minutes before she leaves again.
If your kids find a nest and touched the bunnies, or you have dogs in your
yard, call us and we will give you pointers on how to leave the bunnies in their nest
so the mom can continue to care for them. It’s an old wives’ tale that if you touch
them the mother will reject them. They are hardwired to raise their babies! We don’t
take in babies because of potential danger. If that were the case, we would be out
there collecting ALL the babies because
there is always danger. We take in so
many injured and orphaned animals,
we can’t be taking healthy babies away
from their mothers…and wouldn’t want
to. So, call us if you have questions
about that rabbit’s nest, or any other
animal issues. We love to help you learn
how to co-exist with the wildlife around
you.
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Through May 20th, 840 animals
have been admitted for care
Eastern Cottontails- 300*
Squirrels- 175*
Skunks/Opussum- 75*
Song Birds- 125*
Waterfowl- 100*
Raptors- 21
Reptiles- 4
Red Fox- 2
Big Brown Bats- 10
Other Species- 28

Is there a Doctor in the house?

N

ature’s Nursery has been very
fortunate over the years to have
many vets who have volunteered their
services. Whether it is a vet actually
coming to the Center, letting us bring
animals to them, or allowing us to

*Approximations

•
•

Community Education
Number of Programs- 92
Individuals Reached- 5,500
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utilize their equipment when needed.
We have an amazing amount of support
from the local veterinary community.
Wildlife rehabilitators must
have a vet that they can consult
with regarding the medical care of
the animals at their facilities. The
primary person filling that role is Dr.
Dennis Michels. Originally from East
Hampton, New York, Dennis graduated
from University of Pennsylvania
School of Veterinary Medicine and is

the Associate Vet at The Toledo Zoo.
He visits the center every week and
checks on any cases we feel could use
his expertise. On occasion, he will
come out after hours to deal with cases
that need more immediate attention.
We recently had a red fox kit
that needed its torn lip sutured.
Dennis cared for the fox after he
had already been busy at the zoo
helping deliver a baby giraffe!
We really appreciate that kind of
dedication.
With the busy season upon us,
we always
have animals that
need an expert
eye. And without
Dennis and the
other generous
vets in the area,
Nature’s Nursery
could not fulfill
our mission and
help so many
injured wildlife
every day.

Nature’s Nursery Interns- Vital to our succes

N

ature’s Nursery knows the benefit of passionate people, in this case our
Summer Interns. Each summer, we accept interns to work along side
staff to learn all aspects of wildlife rehabilitation. To be hired, they must pass an
interview process to (among other things) assess their skills, internship goals and
determine if they are capable of functioning effectively in a busy, sometimes chaotic
environment. Once accepted into the program, they enter extensive training in all
areas of operations to build their confidence, test their clinical skills, and prepare
them to work independently in all areas.
The training starts with cage cleaning and charting but quickly moves to
the clinic for intake exams, feeding and medication administration, all while under
the direct supervision of the staff. Over the course of the summer, interns learn
to feed baby animals of every species, prepare animal diets, educate the public
on the natural behaviors of the wildlife in their backyards via our hot line, assess
when a situation calls for our help, schedule appointments for injured or orphaned
animals, as well as proper handling of animals during exams, transport or medical
proceedings.
We all win with interns! Nature’s Nursery gets much needed skilled help
and they get hands on experience as they graduate college and pursue their careers.
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The David H. Moore, Jr. Memorial Build Bash

O

n May 19th, the friends and family
of David H. Moore, Jr. hosted the
3rd annual Build Bash. The goal of the event
is to raise funds to build an Education and
Enrichment Center at Nature’s Nursery,
which will be named in honor of David, a
dedicated volunteer who passed away in
2015. Davey, as he was known to many,
had the uncanny ability to understand the
complex needs of the Education Animal
Ambassadors in his care. During his
time volunteering for Nature’s Nursery,
he envisioned a specific building so these
animals could have a space so that they may

have more opportunities for enrichment
and community education and programs
could be conducted on site.
Through the Build Bash, his
friends and families wanted
to make this dream a reality.
This year, the event
was held at the Bedford Hills
Golf Club. Nearly 100 guests
were able visit some of our
over 35 Education Animal
Ambassadors, visit the photo
booth to take pictures in front
of wildlife backgrounds and

watch a video presentation about Nature’s
Nursery and the important work we do.
To date, the event has
raised nearly $30,000, all
earmarked for the future
construction of the Center.
We thank Davey’s parents,
Toni and David Moore, Sr.
his friends and family, and all
of the guests for supporting
this project and keeping the
memory of Davey and his
vision for Nature’s Nursery
alive.

Volunteers- Nature’s Nursery’s heart and soul
We can never thank our volunteers enough! Every day, they tirelessly clean cages, feed animals, transport injured
wildlife, foster and do whatever is necessary for the Center to thrive. Over 100 volunteers, both kids and kids at
heart, donate more than 15,000 hours each year. You all are so special- Thank you!!

Calendar of Events

Calendar of Events

Steve Wagener- President
Bob Bradshaw- Treasurer
Allison Glover- Secretary

Officers

Open Houses
July 16
September 17 December 10
1pm to 4pm

Jon Marshall
Toni Moore
Dave Rowles
Kathy Selking

Julie’s Fitness Studio 5KBenefiting Nature’s Nursery

Members at Large

Whitehouse Cherry Festival
June 10

Staff

Steve Kiessling- Executive Director
Laura Zitzelberger- Operations
Director
Nicole Frederick- Volunteer
Coordinator
Marquita Tillotson- Education
Coordinator
Operations Coordinators
Kerri DeShetler
Cathy Hall
Julie Ladd
Natalie Miller
Angie Natter
Jackie Rivas

Papoo’s Fundraiser
June 24

10 Days of Summer Raffle
July 16-25

577 Foundation Book Center
Bart the Owl is
always a hoot!!

For more information on regarding volunteering, fundraising, events, contributions
or if you would prefer your newsletter sent electronically,
please contact Steve Kiessling at 419.877.0060 or skiessling@natures-nursery.org

August 26-27

4th Annual Animal Masquerade
October 27

Nature’s Nursery Center for Wildlife
Rehabilitation and Conservation Education
PO Box 2395
Whitehouse, OH 43571
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Sponsor an Ambassodor Animal Program
Education Animal Sponsorship is fun and an affordable way for individuals, families,
groups or classrooms to support Nature’s Nursery! Your month or year long sponsorship
of an Ambassador Animal helps us cover the cost of food, enrichment and care.

You will receive a certificate with a photograph of your
sponsored animal, and will be recognized on our website.
Annual sponsors have the opportunity to meet their sponsored
animal in person at the Nature’s Nursery center.

Honor that special someone by sponsoring an Ambassador Animal today!
It makes a great gift for any occasion and supports our Education Program.
Please visit www.natures-nursery.org or call 419.877.0060 for more information

