Colossians


COLOSSIANS
1 Paul and Timothy were followers of Jesus who encouraged others to follow God’s advice for a better life.  With Timothy’s assistance, Paul wrote this letter to Jesus’ followers in Colossae, a city in western Turkey.

Encouragement to Follow God’s Advice
Dear Friends,

As you know, our only hope for a better life is following God’s advice.  People throughout the world are beginning to put it into practice, as you are.  
Epaphras, the man who originally shared God’s advice with you, told us that you’re beginning to care more about others, as Jesus did.  We thank God for this and are asking God to help you understand and follow God’s advice even more so you’ll enjoy life in spite of the hardships you face.  
Since Jesus demonstrated how to follow God’s advice better than anyone else in history, God wants everyone to follow his example.  You used to refuse to follow God’s advice, but now you’re so committed that you even risk your lives to help others in need, as Jesus did.  
A lot of people haven’t heard God’s advice for many years, so God has given me the opportunity to share it with them.  I’ve been telling people everywhere that following Jesus’ example is their only hope for a better life.  I’m glad I could help them, despite the hardship that comes with it.  
2 I’ve been wanting to visit you and the people in the nearby city of Laodicea to encourage you to care about others and to help you gain a better understanding of God’s advice, which Jesus clearly demonstrated.  Although I haven’t met you personally, I’m glad to hear that you’re committed to following his example instead of the advice of others.
Warning about Misleading Traditions

You should be thankful that you’ve had the opportunity to learn about Jesus.  He’s demonstrated how to follow God’s advice better than anyone else in history, so don’t let anyone convince you otherwise.  If you follow his example, you’ll be following God’s advice correctly.  Instead of being circumcised, you were rinsed with water to symbolize your willingness to follow it.  God overlooks your self-centered behavior of the past and is helping you live the kind of life Jesus did.  
Jesus courageously demonstrated that God disapproves of people who pretend to be religious.  When such people criticize you for not observing their traditions, such as refraining from eating or drinking certain things or celebrating certain days, they’re just trying to make themselves look religious.  Those traditions have no value in helping people improve their behavior toward God and others.  Following Jesus’ example is what really matters.
How to Follow God’s Advice 
3 Jesus encouraged everyone to follow God’s advice, no matter who they were.  When you started following his example instead of human traditions, you began following God’s advice.  The more you follow his example, the more you reflect God’s character.  So stop being selfish and greedy.  God is disappointed when you seek revenge, lose your temper, insult others, or lie.  
God cares about you and wants you to care about others, as Jesus did.  When you do, you’ll be kind, humble, patient, and overlook the faults of others, as God overlooks yours.  So you should be thankful that someone encouraged you to follow God’s advice.  You can express your appreciation by singing songs that honor God.  
You should also thank God for Jesus and follow his example in everything you say and do.  If you’re a wife, you should follow your husband’s advice when it corresponds with God’s.  If you’re a husband, you should care about your wife and be kind to her.  If you’re a parent, you should honor God by encouraging your children to be obedient. 
If you’re an employee, you should diligently do what your boss tells you to do, as if you’re doing it for God or Jesus.  As you know, you’ll get paid what you deserve.  If you do your job well, you’ll get paid well for it.
4 If you’re an employer, you should treat your workers fairly, as you would like God to treat you.

Keep praying and thanking God for opportunities to encourage others to follow Jesus’ example, as I’m doing while I’m in prison.  Make good use of every opportunity and always be polite and tactful when answering questions.
I’m sending our friends Tychicus and Onesimus, both devoted followers of Jesus, to encourage you and let you know how everything is here.  
Greetings
Aristarchus, who’s in prison with me, sends his greetings.  Barnabas’ cousin Mark, whom I asked you to welcome when he comes, and Jesus Justus also send their greetings.  These Jewish men have been a great encouragement to me because they’ve been helping others follow God’s advice for a better life.
Epaphras also sends greetings.  He prays often that you’ll follow God’s advice completely.  I’ve seen how deeply concerned he is for you and Jesus’ followers in the nearby cities of Laodicea and Hierapolis.
Luke, our doctor friend, and Demas also send their greetings.

Give my greetings to Jesus’ followers in Laodicea, especially those who meet in Nymphas’ house.  Please share this letter with them and read the letter I sent to them.  
Tell Archippus to keep encouraging others to follow Jesus’ example.
I’m writing these greetings myself while I’m in prison.  

Sincerely,






Paul
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