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PRELUDE
ANNOUNCEMENTS
LIGHTING THE ADVENT WREATH
We praise you, O God, for this evergreen crown that marks our days of preparation for
Christ’s advent. As we light the first candle on this wreath, rouse us from sleep, that we may
be ready to greet our Lord when he come with all the saints and angels. Enlighten us with
your grace, and prepare our hearts to welcome him with joy. Grant this through Christ our
Lord, whose coming is certain and whose day draws near. Amen.
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS (Please stand.)
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism.
In the name of the Father,
and of the ☩ Son,
and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
Let us confess our sin, trusting in the tender mercy of our God.
God for whom we wait,
in the presence of one another,
we confess our sin before you.
We fail in believing that your good news is for us.
We falter in our call to tend your creation.
We find our sense of self in material wealth.
We fear those different from ourselves.
We forget that we are your children
and turn away from your love.
Forgive us, Blessed One,
and assure us again of your saving grace.
Amen.
God, in Christ Jesus, has looked with favor upon you! Through the power of the Holy Spirit,
☩ your sins are forgiven. You are children of the Most High, inheritors of the eternal promise,
and recipients of divine mercy. God strengthens you anew to follow the way of peace.
Amen.
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GATHERING SONG – Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers

3

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be
with you all.
And also with you.
KYRIE

CANTICLE OF PRAISE
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray. Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection alert us
to the threatening dangers of our sins, and redeem us for your life of justice, for you live
and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
(Please be seated.)
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FIRST READING – Jeremiah 33:14-16
14

The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will fulfill the promise I made to the
house of Israel and the house of Judah. 15In those days and at that time I will cause a
righteous Branch to spring up for David; and he shall execute justice and righteousness in the
land. 16In those days Judah will be saved and Jerusalem will live in safety. And this is the name
by which it will be called: “The LORD is our righteousness.”
Word of God, word of life.

Thanks be to God.

PSALMODY – Psalm 25:1-10
Refrain

To you, O LORD, I lift up my soul.
2
My God, I put my trust in you; let me not be put to shame, nor let my enemies triumph over
me. Refrain
3

Let none who look to you be put to shame; rather let those be put to shame who are
treacherous.
4
Show me your ways, O LORD, and teach me your paths. Refrain
5

Lead me in your truth and teach me, for you are the God of my salvation; in you have I
trusted all the day long.
6
Remember, O LORD, your compassion and love, for they are from everlasting. Refrain
7

Remember not the sins of my youth and my transgressions; remember me according to your
steadfast love and for the sake of your goodness, O LORD.
8
You are gracious and upright, O LORD; therefore you teach sinners in your way. Refrain
9

You lead the lowly in justice and teach the lowly your way.
All your paths, O LORD, are steadfast love and faithfulness to those who keep your
covenant and your testimonies. Refrain
10
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SECOND READING – 1 Thessalonians 3:9-13
9

How can we thank God enough for you in return for all the joy that we feel before our God
because of you? 10Night and day we pray most earnestly that we may see you face to face and
restore whatever is lacking in your faith.
11

Now may our God and Father himself and our Lord Jesus direct our way to you. 12And may
the Lord make you increase and abound in love for one another and for all, just as we abound
in love for you. 13And may he so strengthen your hearts in holiness that you may be blameless
before our God and Father at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all his saints.
Word of God, word of life.

Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (Please stand.)

(The assembly sings the refrain. A verse is sung by a cantor, followed by a final refrain.)
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GOSPEL – Luke 21:25-36
Response – Glory to you, O Lord.
[Jesus said:] 25“There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, and on the earth
distress among nations confused by the roaring of the sea and the waves. 26People will faint
from fear and foreboding of what is coming upon the world, for the powers of the heavens
will be shaken. 27Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in a cloud’ with power and great
glory. 28Now when these things begin to take place, stand up and raise your heads, because
your redemption is drawing near.”
29

Then he told them a parable: “Look at the fig tree and all the trees; 30as soon as they sprout
leaves you can see for yourselves and know that summer is already near. 31So also, when you
see these things taking place, you know that the kingdom of God is near. 32Truly I tell you,
this generation will not pass away until all things have taken place. 33Heaven and earth will
pass away, but my words will not pass away.
34

“Be on guard so that your hearts are not weighed down with dissipation and drunkenness
and the worries of this life, and that day does not catch you unexpectedly, 35like a trap. For it
will come upon all who live on the face of the whole earth. 36Be alert at all times, praying that
you may have the strength to escape all these things that will take place, and to stand before
the Son of Man.”
The gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ.

(Please be seated.)
SERMON

Pastor Mark Peters
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HYMN OF THE DAY (Please stand.) – O Come, O Come, Emmanuel

CREED
Along with the church, we confess our faith.
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is
seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
In this season of watching and waiting and on the first Sunday of Advent, let us pray for all
people and places that yearn for God’s presence. We pray that we will not live in fear of the
future but will anticipate with hope, joy, and gratitude the day when we will be welcomed
into the kingdom of God because of what Jesus has done for us out of pure grace and mercy.
God of presence and peace, strengthen your church around the globe to proclaim the
message of your love coming to the world. Open our hearts to recognize your face in all
people and in all of creation. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
God of mighty redwoods and microscopic plants, fields and city parks, the wind, and the
waves, be a healing balm to our wounded planet. May we nurture what you have lovingly
created. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
God of equity and compassion, bring righteousness and goodness to all peoples of the earth.
Give a heart of discernment and integrity to leaders in our communities. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
God of comfort and care, be present with those who watch and wait. Come to all who await
births, deaths, divorces, new unions, new jobs, retirements, healing, and life transitions of
every kind. Pray for people spending their last days in hospice care; ask God to comfort them
and their families and surround them with the hope of life eternal; and give thanks for the
gentle, respectful, and skilled care provided by hospice professionals, pastoral care teams
and volunteers. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
God of promises kept, and new dreams awakened, shelter your people from destructive
storms. We pray for those whose lives have been upended by natural disasters, for the work
of Lutheran Disaster Response, Lutheran World Relief, and other relief organizations. Hear
us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
God of companionship and community, we give you thanks for the saints who journeyed
with us and now abide in you. Even in distress and uncertainty, make us confident that your
promises endure forever. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
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We give you thanks today — and every day — that we might live in gratitude for the
blessings we receive for our sustenance and well-being. May we recognize the true source of
our food and other blessings, responsibly manage our resources, and exercise generosity and
love with our neighbors in need, here and globally. For all who are lonely or grieving a first
holiday without a loved one, who are experiencing anxiety and worry, or who struggle with
strained family relationships – may we be inspired to reach out to them with tender love,
understanding, and care. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
God of new life, you come among us in the places we least expect. Receive these prayers and
those of our hearts, in the name of Jesus.
Amen.
PEACE – The peace of Christ be with you always.

And also with you.

Please share the peace of Christ with one another without physical contact, then be seated.
A TIME OF REFLECTION
OFFERING
(Please stand.)
OFFERING PRAYER
God of our waiting and watching,
we offer the gifts of our hearts and our lives
to the service of all your people.
Prepare the way before us
as we meet you in this simple meal,
through Christ Jesus, our pathway and our peace.
Amen.
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DIALOGUE
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
PREFACE
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks
and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this
day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of
everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts
of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory.
In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick and suffering,
who preached good news to the poor, and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup,
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.
We pray for the gift of your Spirit:
in our gathering; within this meal;
among your people; throughout the world.
Blessing, praise, and thanks to you, holy God, through Christ Jesus,
by your Spirit, in your church, without end.
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LORD'S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as
we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Come to Christ’s banquet. Feast on God’s gift of grace.
All Christians who desire to share in Christ's body and blood, given and shed for the forgiveness
of sins, are welcome to receive the Sacrament.
At this time, open your communion kits and receive the body and blood of Christ,
given and shed for you.
(Please be seated.)
LAMB OF GOD

DISTRIBUTION
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COMMUNION MEDITATION SONG – My Lord, What a Morning

EUCHARISTIC BLESSING (Please stand.)
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen.
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Let us pray.
Most High God,
you have come among us at this table.
By the Spirit’s power, form us to be bearers of your word,
sharing gifts of mercy and grace with all,
through Christ Jesus, our host and our guest.
Amen.
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BLESSING
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.
In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
SENDING SONG – Fling Wide the Door

16

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Christ is near.
Thanks be to God.
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies
Annual License #23232. New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the
Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Hymns used by permission. One License #612826.
CCLI # 247316S.

Worship Leaders Today
Preacher
Liturgist
Reader
Communion Steward
Live Stream/Video
Musician

Pastor Mark Peters
Destiny Piekarski
Maxine Corrin
Jay Hokenson
Briana Rousseau
Joe Belanger

Today’s radio broadcast is sponsored by Lynn and Carol Belanger for Thanksgiving blessings
and in honor and thanksgiving for their parents: Alfie and Alyce Belanger & Mervin and Irene
Kjellgren.
Prayer Concerns – Heidi Drees, Ruth Melbo, Klaus Schumacher, Ron Epley, Jim Stavseth,
Mollie Besch and family, Doug Nagle, Tony Miller, and Kathleen Ganter.
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Our radio broadcast and live streaming will continue at Zion. Sunday’s service will be shown
on KCC-TV Sunday evenings at 7:30 pm and 11:30 pm; Monday mornings at 5:30 am and 9:00
am. This is our local access station – Midco Channel 7.
Decorate the church for Christmas – Sunday, December 12, at 10:30 am following the
morning worship. Please join us!
Zion’s office hours – The office at Zion is open Monday – Thursday, 9:00 am until 12:00 noon,
and by appointment.
RELEASE TIME AND CONFIRMATION CLASSES
Dear Parents and Youth,
As you know, all Zion and First Lutheran classes on Wednesday afternoons were cancelled
through November because of the high numbers of positive cases coming from the schools.
Unfortunately, it doesn’t seem to be getting better. Therefore, we have decided to:
1. Cancel the Release Time program (2nd, 3rd, 4th grades) for the rest of the school year.
2. 5th – 9th grade Confirmation classes will be cancelled through December. Pastor Paul,
Pastor Mark, and Mrs. McBride will be meeting to decide how and when the classes
can resume safely in January. Expect to hear from them at a later date.
We thank you for your patience. Your children’s faith formation and safety are very
important to us.
If you have any questions, please call Pastor Paul at First Lutheran church: 218-283-2208,
Pastor Mark at Zion Lutheran Church: 218-283-9865 or Pastor Mark’s email:
pastormarkzion@gmail.com.
Simply Giving – Simply Giving supports the spiritual practice of giving on a regular basis. This
online service (direct deposit to Zion) provides more options and flexibility to grow giving,
add income to the church, and enhance cash flow. Simply Giving can strengthen the financial
health of Zion and help us in doing God’s work together. If you’d like more information or if
you’re interested in signing up, please contact the church office.
Backus Community Café – Volunteers are needed. Zion provides volunteers to work at the
Community Café on the third Tuesday and Thursday every month throughout the year. If you
can help with this vital outreach to our community, please contact the church office.
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First Lutheran and Zion Lutheran Church are collecting food goods for the Falls Hunger
Coalition from November 1st to November 30th. Our goal is to collect 500 items. Thrivent will
donate $500 to the food shelf if we meet our goal. Items can be brought to Sunday service
or dropped off at the church during the week. Thank you for your support and giving.
UPDATE: Thrivent will now donate $1000 if we meet our goal of 500 items by November 30.
SMART Team Update – Due to an increase of covid cases in Koochiching County, our SMART
Team has agreed to “stay the course” and not make any changes to the current plan at this
time:
➢
➢
➢
➢
➢

Masks will continue to be required, even if you’re vaccinated.
Time of Coffee/Fellowship would be served and enjoyed outside if weather permits.
Use communion kits during the service.
No Chancel Choir at this time, but the Zion Chimes may rehearse.
Social distancing will be observed in all areas of the building. Every other row in the
sanctuary can be used and family units may sit together. The dining room can be
utilized for overflow seating if the need should arise.
➢ For weddings and funerals, there will be no congregational singing. Music will be
instrumental and/or vocal solos from the front of the sanctuary.
The SMART Team will meet again Tuesday, November 30, to discuss any updates to the
policy.
ZLCW assembles Personal Care Kits that are distributed by Lutheran World Relief. Items
requested in September are bath-sized bars of soap, any brand, in original wrapping. We’re
still in need of light-weight bath towels (27” x 54”), dark color recommended. Please bring
them to church if you can help with this outreach ministry.
Worship Service Leaders – Would you be interested in ushering, reading the scripture
lessons, being a communion steward, monitoring our live stream, or assisting with leading
Sunday worship services? Please contact the church if you are willing to help with any of
these ministries.
WORSHIP ATTENDANCE
Sunday, November 14 – 9:30 am – 33
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7:00 pm – 10

Luminaries will be available again this year – Come to the church during office hours to pick
one up, assemble it, then return it to Zion and line the sidewalk around the church on
Christmas Eve to signal to the neighborhood and the community that we are proclaiming the
good news of Christ’s birth, who is the light of the world. We can still make Christmas special!

GOSPEL MESSAGE – Expectant Waiting
A pastor once summarized the way God answers prayers with three categories: yes, no, and
not yet. To his young audience, these categories made sense and served as a simple way to
think about their prayer life. But having clear categories does not dismiss the fact that it is
often easier to receive the answer “yes” or “no,” compared to the answer “not yet.” After
all, the answer “not yet” often involves waiting. And waiting can be exhausting!
Whether it be waiting for a medical diagnosis, longing for healing in a relationship, expecting
a child, or enduring another situation beyond our complete control, it can be challenging to
be patient, accept the unknown, and trust God’s promises in the meantime.
This is a reality Jesus understood, and one that is at the heart of his parable of the fig tree in
today’s reading. The early believers needed encouragement as they waited for the coming of
the Lord. Patience, endurance, and trust did not come any easier to them than they do to
many of us today. Yet that is precisely what followers of Christ are invited to do during the
season of Advent: to remain prayerful and expectant as they await the birth of Jesus.
Perhaps that is why Jesus gives his followers something to do in their waiting. Jesus’ words
urge us to be on the lookout for signs of God’s kingdom, even as we await the fulfillment of
God’s promises in the future. The sign you see may be a neighbor helping another in need, a
child growing and thriving, or a card received from a friend. God’s promise is that even as we
wait for the fulfillment of God’s kingdom, it is drawing near—and is, in fact, already among
us.
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