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Lectionary 15 (6th Sunday after Pentecost) 
July 12, 2020 

 

God’s word is like the rain that waters the earth and brings forth 
vegetation. It is also like the sower who scatters seed 
indiscriminately. Our lives are like seeds sown in the earth. Even 
from what appears to be little, dormant, or dead, God promises a 
harvest. At the Lord’s table we are fed with the bread of life, that 
we may bear fruit in the world. 

*=Stand as you are able     Bold Print = congregation responds 
ELW=Red Evangelical Lutheran Worship 

 

Ringing of the Bell and Prelude 
 

GATHERING The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 
*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
who forgives all our sin, 
whose mercy endures forever. 

Amen. 
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and 
from whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love 
you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. 

Amen. 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 
Gracious God, 

have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from 
you and given ourselves into the power of sin. We are 
truly sorry and humbly repent. In your compassion 
forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things we have 
done and things we have failed to do. Turn us again to 
you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may live 
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and serve you in newness of life through Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in 
sin, and made us alive together with Christ. By grace you have 

been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. 
Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, 
that Christ may live in your hearts through faith. 

Amen. 
 

*GATHERING SONG     Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty     ELW 533 

Text: Benjamin Schmolck, 1672–1737; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–1878, alt. 
Music: Joachim Neander, 1650–1680.  Public domain. 
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*GREETING The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 
 
*PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray.  

Almighty God, we thank you for planting in us the seed of 
your word. By your Holy Spirit help us to receive it with 
joy, live according to it, and grow in faith and hope and 
love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 

WORD God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

FIRST READING:  Isaiah 55:10-13 
God’s word to Israel’s exiles is as sure and effective as never-
failing precipitation. Their return to the Holy Land in a new exodus 
is cheered on by singing mountains and by trees that clap their 
hands. 
 10For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven, 
  and do not return there until they have watered the earth, 
 making it bring forth and sprout, 
  giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, 
 11so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; 
  it shall not return to me empty, 
 but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, 
  and succeed in the thing for which I sent it. 
 12For you shall go out in joy, 
  and be led back in peace; 
 the mountains and the hills before you 
  shall burst into song, 
  and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands. 
 13Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress; 
  instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle; 
 and it shall be to the LORD for a memorial, 
  for an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off. 
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The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM:  65:[1-8] 9-13 
1You are to be praised, O God, in Zion; 
  to you shall vows be fulfilled. 
2To you, the one who answers prayer, 
  to you all flesh shall come. 
3Our sins are stronger than we are, 
  but you blot out our transgressions. 
4Happy are they whom you choose and draw to your courts to 
dwell there! 
  They will be satisfied by the beauty of your house, by 
        the holiness of your temple.  
5Awesome things will you show us in your righteousness, O God 
of our salvation, 
  O hope of all the ends of the earth and of the 
        oceans far away. 
6You make firm the mountains by your power; 
  you are girded about with might. 
7You still the roaring of the seas, 
  the roaring of their waves, and the clamor of the 
        peoples. 
8Those who dwell at the ends of the earth will tremble at 
your marvelous signs; 
  you make the dawn and the dusk to sing for joy.  
9You visit the earth and water it abundantly; you make it very 
plenteous; the river of God is full of water. 
  You prepare the grain, for so you provide for the 
        earth. 
10You drench the furrows and smooth out the ridges 
  with heavy rain you soften the ground and bless its 
        increase. 
11You crown the year with your goodness, 
  and your paths overflow with plenty. 
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12May the fields of the wilderness be rich for grazing, 
  and the hills be clothed with joy. 
13May the meadows cover themselves with flocks, and the valleys 
cloak themselves with grain; 
  let them shout for joy and sing. 
 

SECOND READING:   Romans 8:1-11 
There is no condemnation for those who live in Christ. God sent Christ 
to accomplish what the law was unable to do: condemn sin and free 
us from its death-dealing ways. The Spirit now empowers proper 
actions and values in our lives and gives us the promise of resurrected 
life. 

1There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are 
in Christ Jesus. 2For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set 
you free from the law of sin and of death. 3For God has done what 
the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do: by sending his own 
Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and to deal with sin, he 
condemned sin in the flesh, 4so that the just requirement of the law 
might be fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the flesh but 
according to the Spirit. 5For those who live according to the flesh set 
their minds on the things of the flesh, but those who live according 
to the Spirit set their minds on the things of the Spirit. 6To set the 
mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and 
peace. 7For this reason the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to 
God; it does not submit to God’s law—indeed it cannot, 8and those 
who are in the flesh cannot please God. 
  9But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit 
of God dwells in you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ 
does not belong to him. 10But if Christ is in you, though the body is 
dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of righteousness. 11If 
the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he 
who raised Christ from the dead will give life to your mortal bodies 
also through his Spirit that dwells in you. 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
*GOSPEL:  Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 
In Matthew’s gospel, both Jesus and his disciples “sow the seed” 
of God’s word by proclaiming the good news that “the kingdom of 
heaven is near.” Now, in a memorable parable, Jesus explains why 
this good news produces different results in those who hear. 

The holy gospel according to Matthew the 13th chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
1That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside 

the sea. 2Such great crowds gathered around him that he got into 
a boat and sat there, while the whole crowd stood on the 
beach. 3And he told them many things in parables, saying: “Listen! 
A sower went out to sow. 4And as he sowed, some seeds fell on 
the path, and the birds came and ate them up. 5Other seeds fell 
on rocky ground, where they did not have much soil, and they 
sprang up quickly, since they had no depth of soil. 6But when the 
sun rose, they were scorched; and since they had no root, they 
withered away. 7Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns 
grew up and choked them. 8Other seeds fell on good soil and 
brought forth grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, some 
thirty. 9Let anyone with ears listen!” 

18“Hear then the parable of the sower. 19When anyone 
hears the word of the kingdom and does not understand it, the 
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evil one comes and snatches away what is sown in the heart; this 
is what was sown on the path. 20As for what was sown on rocky 
ground, this is the one who hears the word and immediately 
receives it with joy; 21yet such a person has no root, but endures 
only for a while, and when trouble or persecution arises on 
account of the word, that person immediately falls away. 22As for 
what was sown among thorns, this is the one who hears the word, 
but the cares of the world and the lure of wealth choke the word, 
and it yields nothing. 23But as for what was sown on good soil, this 
is the one who hears the word and understands it, who indeed 
bears fruit and yields, in one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, 
and in another thirty.” 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE – Please stay in your pews 

SERMON 

HYMM OF THE DAY         Christ Be Our Light           ELW 715 

Text: Bernadette Farrell, b. 1957; Music: Bernadette Farrell; Text and music © 1993 
Bernadette Farrell, admin. OCP Publications. Reprinted under OneLicense.net 1-708142 
All rights reserved. 
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*APOSTLES’ CREED 
With the whole church, let us confess our faith. 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting.  

Amen. 
 

*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Called into unity with one another and the whole creation, let us 
pray for our shared world. 
A brief silence. 
Gracious God, your word has been sown in many ways and places. 
We pray for missionaries and newly planted congregations around 
the world. Inspire us by their witness to the faith we share.  

Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

Creating God, the mountains and hills burst into song and the 
trees and fields clap their hands in praise. We pray for the birds 
and animals who make their home in the trees, and for lands 
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stripped bare by deforestation. Empower us to sustainably use 
what you have given.  

Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

Reigning God, we pray for our nation’s leaders. Increase their 
desire for justice and equality. We pray for our enemies. Bridge 
the chasms that divide us and guide authorities to a deep and 
lasting peace.  

Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

Abiding God, care for all who are in need (especially): 
 

Prayer Requests: Laura Aust  Dianne Blackmer 
Anita Brendeland Dick Brown  Joan Carson 
Alisha Cox    Bev Echtenkamp Lowell Elliott  
Jane Gordan  Jackie Greene    
Bruce & Sandy Halverson   Warren Johnson 
Kevin Klingbeil  Alvina Larson  Ardell Lundgren 
Merlin Lyon    Roger Moore   Loree Ness 
Deidre Qual  Shannon Tope  Marissa Vermeer 
Joyce Volz   Sarah JoAnn Young Phil Zeller           
Emergency workers, health workers, neighbors 

For those who are doubting, renew faith. For those who are 
worrying, provide release. For those who are struggling, ease 
burdens. For those in fear, give hope.  

Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

Renewing God, revive your church in this place. Nourish and 
nurture the seeds you have planted, that we might grow as 
disciples. Replace what has been depleted. Sustain our ministries 
and deepen relationships with the wider community.  

Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

Eternal God, we give thanks for all who have died, especially:  
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Family & friends of Don Trautner, Wanda Halverson, Bonny 
Erickson, Angie Claude, Donna Keiser, Arlene Wee, Judy Smith, 
Sharon Mortenson, Valerie Brendeland, Sue Ihle, Ralph Kalsem, 
Mark Richter, Dean Simmons, Charles Brendeland, Tanner 
Houseman, Rev. LeRoy Dobbe 

Comfort us in the sure and certain hope of the resurrection.  
Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

Receive these prayers, O God, and those too deep for words; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 
 

*PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always.  

And also with you. 
 

OFFERING 
 

*OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray. 

Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth. Day 
by day you shower us with blessings. As you have raised 
us to new life in Christ, give us glad and generous hearts, 
ready to praise you and to respond to those in need, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

 
*LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught 
us: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
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Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever.  
Amen. 

 

SENDING God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 
*BLESSING 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 
Amen. 

 

SENDING SONG       Build Us Up, Lord   ELW 670 

 
Text: Mark Glaeser, b. 1956, and Donna Hanna, b. 1952; Music: Mark Glaeser and Donna 
Hanna; Text and music © 2003 Augsburg Fortress. Reprinted under OneLicense.net 1-
708142 All rights reserved. 
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*DISMISSAL 
Go forth into the world to serve God with gladness; be of good 
courage; hold fast to that which is good; render to no one evil for 
evil; strengthen the fainthearted; support the weak; help the 
afflicted; honor all people; love and serve God, rejoicing in the 
power of the Holy Spirit. 

Thanks be to God. 
 
Ringing of the Bell 
Postlude 
For streaming and printing: 
Copyright © 2020  Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg 
Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS025376. 
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the 
National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All 
rights reserved.  OneLicense A708142 and CCLI #2551458 

 
Those Serving in Today’s Service 

Pastor: Eric Klimpel                              Accompanist: Mindy DeVries 
Youth Liaison: Nels Dovre 
Technicians:  Brent Emerson, Joe Russell, Austin Klimpel 

 
This Week at Palestine 

Today, July 12, 2020  Lectionary 14 (5th Sunday after Pentecost) 
8:00 a.m. ZOOM Dawn Dialog 
9:30 a.m. Worship (livestreamed) 
4:00 – 7:00 p.m. Gather @ the Garden @ the Blackmer Farm 

Tuesday, July 14, 2020 
6:00 p.m. ZOOM Bible study  

Wednesday, July 15, 2020 
7:00 a.m. Men’s Bible Study 
12:00 noon ZOOM Prayer time  

Sunday, July 19, 2020 Lectionary 15 (6th Sunday after Pentecost) 
8:00 a.m. ZOOM Dawn Dialog 
9:30 a.m. Worship Holy Communion & First Communion 

Lectionary texts:  Isaiah 44:6-8; Psalm 86:11-17; Romans 8:12-25; 
Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43 
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Thank you for your Gifts for Ministry 
THANK YOU!!! We celebrate your generosity and thank you in advance for 
your support as we strive to reach our average weekly offering goal of  
$4,427 for current expenses and $68 for benevolence. 

 

Members of Palestine – 

Thank you for the gifts for 

my graduation!  I am also 

very thankful for all of your 

support as I’ve grown 

up.  Thank you for 

encouraging me to 

continue to grow in my 

faith and as an individual.  Please reach out if I can help with 

anything in the future!   

Best wishes, Ellie Twedt 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

ATTENTION FIRST COMMUNION PARTIPANTS: 

Please stop by the fellowship hall during open hours (Tuesday-Friday 

8-1) and pick up a banner kit and bottle of glue to make a 

personalized banner that will be displayed at church the day of your 

first communion. The box with the kits and glue is along the west 

wall. Please have your banner completed and back to church by July 

17th (put in workroom) so they can be displayed for your First 

Communion on July 19th! 
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BLOOD DRIVE RESULTS 

From June 30th @ Palestine 

 36 people on the schedule going into the drive 

 30 registered to donate 

 One first-time donor! 

 25 were able to donate 

 27 units of blood collected! 

 Up to 81 lives saved or sustained!!! 

 

Thanks to Deb Moore for coordinating this effort! 
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Join us this evening (July 12) from 4:00 – 7:00 p.m. at the 

Blackmer Farm. Drop in any time. Have some S’mores! Wear 

work clothes, bring gloves and masks as needed. Tracy will 

provide water and sunscreen.  

For directions to the farm, go to their website at: 

https://www.iowagardeningforgood.com/directions-to-farm 

 

        

 

  

https://www.iowagardeningforgood.com/directions-to-farm
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Welcome to Worship! We’re glad you’re here (physically or virtually), 
guests and members alike, and pray that you will find in our worship an 
opportunity to praise God and hear God’s Word. 

Taking Root (Based on Matthew 13) 
 

Jesus makes it clear that merely speaking or receiving the good 
news of the kingdom of God is not always sufficient. Through preaching, 
Bible study, and worship God’s word is planted in our hearts. But many 
things can get in the way of the word taking root, growing, and 
producing fruit. 

The church is often tempted to do whatever it takes to bring in 
as many people, and as quickly, as possible for the sake of increasing 
numbers. This is sometimes done through shallowness: appealing to 
popular trends, preaching an easy message that requires no repentance 
or sacrifice, or depending on the charisma of the messenger more than 
the substance of the message. 

In his parable of the sowing of seeds, Jesus emphasizes that it 
takes understanding and depth for God’s word to take root, to endure 
struggles, and to be sustained long enough to bear fruit. Shallowness 
only makes room for a quick growth that doesn’t last. 
In the church, what makes for depth that allows God’s word to take root 
and last in our lives? Often it means connecting God’s word to the deep, 
personal needs we bring. Is the Bible a book about things that happened 
a long time ago, or does it speak God’s word for our lives today? Do we 
listen only to the parts of God’s word that sound easy and make us feel 
good, or do we wrestle with messages of repentance and calls to seek 
justice? 

Martin Luther taught the church that God’s word comes to us as 
law and gospel. We don’t get to choose which one we want to hear. We 
always get both. Both knowing we need God’s mercy and hearing that 
God’s mercy is a gift for us through Christ bring God’s word deep into 
our hearts, where it takes root and lives. This is what it means to 
understand God’s word with depth. 
 


