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FHCA Covenant Revisions
A revision of the Forest Hills Covenants will be
available to residents in the near future. The update
will include the text of the four new amendments
which were approved by the homeowners and
recorded by the County last year. Among the revisions
is a ban on short term rentals (fewer than 30 days),
including any advertisements of such rentals. Another
amendment establishes a two-thirds approval rate by
homeowners for future changes to the Covenants (87 of
a total of 130 owners will now be required).

Winter Party
Photos
The FHs Winter Party was
amazing and the largest
attended event in recent
history. We had a great
time. For more photos
from the event visit
the FHs website Photo
Archive page.
Thank you to the Social
Committee for making
this event a success.

Winter Party 2017

March 2017
Frank Shoup - FHs Newsletter

Garage Door
Repainting or Replacement
The Association governing documents specify repainting
exterior doors, windows and trim with the same color; or allow
compatible colors to those used elsewhere in the neighborhood
with the approval of the Architectural Control Committee (ACC).
In addition, the compatible color must be harmonious with the
nearby townhouses, and not use the same color as an adjacent
townhouse. The ACC has the list of original exterior color
specifications for your townhouse and formal color charts to
assist you with your selection of alternative colors.
The ACC will need specifications with a photo of the model
garage door you plan to install. Many neighbors have installed
high-end insulated garage doors that have proven to be cost
effective and energy efficient. If the door manufacturer does not
provide a color option to match the Association colors, you will
have to paint the garage door in a complying color. An article
with more information on Garage Doors is located on our FHs
Website.
Please submit your formal request including the necessary
photos and details to the ACC at architecturalcontrol@
foresthillstownhomes.com. The ACC will respond in a timely
manner.
You can find this and other important links on your FHs website.

Vendors List
Many residents have recently expressed an interest in
community recommendations for services or repairs and asked
if FHs Homeowners Association can provide recommendations
of providers. The answer is that the FHs HOA cannot provide
recommendations, but we can tell you there are two local
services which do: “Best Pick Reports” (bestpickreports.com)
and Five Star Rated (FiveStarRated.com). Two of your neighbors
-- Emil Ali and Gina Oliver have offered to collect and pass on
comments received from FH residents. You can contact Emil or
Gina if you are investigating vendors and vendor histories. You
may also provide comments about experiences you have had.
Remember – these are not Forest Hills HOA recommendations,
simply the comments offered by your neighbors.

Snow Removal
Property owners are required by county ordnance to
remove snow and ice from public sidewalks adjacent to
their property. For accumulations of less than six inches,
the entire width of the sidewalk (up to 36 inches) must be
cleared within 24 hours after snow stops falling. The time
limit increases to 36 hours when there is six inches or more
of snow accumulate. Exemptions from these requirements
are provided for handicapped and individuals over 65.
As in the past, Jose Medina will continue to clear the FH
sidewalks for snowfalls more than 3 inches. For snowfalls
less than 3 inches, residents are responsible for their own
snow removal. Please don’t shovel your snow into the street;
the county snowplows will just push it back into driveways.
Following completion of clearing the FH sidewalks, Jose and
his crew are available for hire by individual homeowners to
clear driveways and walks.
Jose can be reached on his cell at 703-906-4247.
Homeowners may use deicers
to remove the snow or ice, but
some types of deicers damage the
sidewalks and brick driveways. Be
sure to read the instructions on all
deicer that you purchase and make
sure it is safe to use on the intended
or surrounding surface.
More information can be found at the following: www.
arlingtonva.us/departments/EnvironmentalServices/uepd/
snow/page78323.aspx”

Traffic Speeds
Several residents have
reported vehicles traveling
through our community
noticeably faster than they
should. This includes
delivery and maintenance vehicles as well as passenger
vehicles. This is concerning in general, but more concerning
given the number of young children in our neighborhood.
How can you help? If you see a delivery truck traveling too
fast, consider calling the company to let them know. If you
see a passenger car traveling to fast, ask them/remind them
(safely and kindly) to slow down. If you happen to have
an occasional heavy foot, as we all do from time to time,
please lighten the pressure on the gas pedal. The board
continues to discussed this issue and will engage the county
for suggestions on how to keep the speed down. Thanks in
advance for working together to keep our community a safe
and friendly place to live.
Gina Oliver, Board Member

Volunteers for Committees
The Board of Directors is currently seeking volunteers
to help with several management functions within our
community. We specifically need volunteers to serve as
chairs of the following committees:
• Landscape and Grounds Committee
• Directory Committee
• Website Committee
We have a number of new families in the community, and
we’d like to make a special appeal to have you participate
in our Forest Hills Community Association committees.
There are also many other committee and support activities
that you may enjoy. For more information on what these
committees do, call Bob Pastusek or the current chairs of the
committees in which you may be interested.

Your community needs you!
Forest Hills has enjoyed self-management since the
community began in the late 70s. Through countless
volunteer hours, members of the Community have served
as board members, committee chairs and members to
manage the affairs of the association - from dues collection,
to communication, snow removal, landscape and
grounds,trees, drainage and the list goes on -- all in an effort
to maintain the value of our property and the enjoyment of
our community.
This has kept our annual dues well below other similar
associations in the area.
The community needs more volunteers to get involved
in managing the affairs of the association through board
service or committee service. If we are to continue to be
self managed, we need you to join the effort of serving the
community.
We have board vacancies to fill for the upcoming term
beginning in May. And we need volunteers to chair and staff
our committees. Please think about what role you could
play and let us know of your interest by March 31st.
Nominations Needed for FHCA Board of Directors
Four Director’s terms expire this May and at least two will be
moving. We are asking for nominations from our neighbors to
fill these vacancies. Please give this some thought and pass
your nominees to the Chair of the Nominating Committee,
Mal MacKinnon, at mmacmm@aol.com.

FHs Board Meeting

The next board meeting will be held April 3 at Pat
Henriques’ house. As always, residents are invited,
but if you plan to attend, please call Pat two days
before the meeting.

